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The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Is 52:7-10    Heb 1:1-6    Jn 1:1-18  
 

 
AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 

 

The day we have been awaiting has arrived: Christ is born! All of our 
Christmas preparations – wrapping gifts and preparing holiday meals 
to be shared among family and friends – are meant to glorify and re-
flect God’s own work for and in us. That is, God’s greatest gift of him-
self, clothed in mortal flesh, who would one day offer himself as the 
bread of life: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.” Jesus came to the world in the form of the most helpless of us 
all, a newborn infant, so that through him we would be reconciled to 
the Father, for “to those who did accept him he gave power to be-
come children of God.” We celebrate the Incarnation of the Lord, for 
Christ is our salvation! It is through Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit that we are adopted into God’s family and receive the fullness 
of his grace. The fullness of God’s truth is revealed in Jesus Christ. 
“The Lord has made his salvation known”; “he has spoken to us 
through the Son.” Let us give thanks and rejoice this day!  

 
 EVANGELIZE | PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS,  

     ACCOMPANIMENT 
 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is not meant to be kept to ourselves. 
Today’s Gospel reading reminds us that John the Baptist testified to 
the light of Christ before Christ had yet publicly appeared. Sharing 
the Good News is not optional! Even the earth proclaims the Good 
News in Isaiah, “announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, ‘Your God 
is King!’” Indeed, Christ the King – God in human flesh – has arrived. 
Just as John was sent before the Lord to proclaim his coming, so are 
we charged: Sent out to the world to go and announce the Gospel of 
the Lord, “so that all might believe.” 
 

 

How might you go out and proclaim the coming of the 
Lord? Don’t forget: sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 

isn’t limited just to speaking to others. It includes living as Christ did – 
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick and the poor, defending the 
helpless – because we are Christ’s body in the world. 

WITNESS 

GROW 

   GO 

• Holy Spirit Parish church and office will be closed Dec. 26 and Dec. 27, as well as Jan. 2, 2023 
• There are no weekday 8:30 am Masses or Adoration Dec. 27 – Dec. 30 /No Adoration: Sunday Dec. 25  
• There will not be a bulletin the weekend of Dec.31/Jan.1 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/


Mass Times: (Check the bulletin for seasonal changes) 

Saturday 5 pm,  Sunday 10 am, 12 noon, 7 pm   

Weekdays, Tues. - Fri. 8:30 am  

Adoration : Wednesdays, 7 pm (Check inside the bulletin 
for Christmas Season changes.) 
    Fridays, 9 am - 12 pm 

 Sundays, 1 - 4 pm 
 

Confessions: Saturdays 11 am - 12 noon 
Any  other time by appointment. 

Call: 306-374-1425 or Email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Building Maintenance: 
Ed Yuzyk  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca  
  
Baptisms, RCIC  
Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
  
Financial Administrator 
Shannon Granger finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
  
Ministry of Care 
Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 
Office Manager 
Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 
 
Parish Life and Liturgy  
Lynn Eremondi  leremondi@rcdos.ca 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Sacramental Preparation/Faith Formation 
Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Maria Gursky maria.gursky7@gmail.com 

  
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Salihu jsalihu@rcdos.ca 
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Office email:  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Kenton Peterson, Chair 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choque e 
Adrian Cochet 

Bev Hanson 
Eric Lautsch 
Aaron Pangilinan  

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Finance Committee:  

Tyson Almasi Greg Kirzinger 

Byron Bitz Katherine Kowal Gregoire 

Mike Gartner - Chair Maureen Smith –Windsor 

Pat Jarre  Carmen Theoret 
  

No weekday Masses 

Dec. 27-30 

“As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to 
the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.”  

 

 
No Adoration  Dec. 25 - Dec. 30. 

Adoration  
(resumes  regular schedule) 

Sun. Jan. 1st 
1-4 pm 

 

Let Us Pray 

· For the sick, today we pray for, Helena Kary,  
 Eugene Dzadiuk,  Dorothy LeGars, Val Kammermayer, 
Elizabeth Fabian, Ana Maria, Be y Anne Tomney, 
Celena Komarnicki, Bob Kudel, Bernie Kudel, we pray 
to the Lord. 

 

· For all those who have died, today we remember, 
Generosa Dela Cruz,  

 

 And on the anniversary of the death, Theresa 
Ma akis, we pray to the Lord. 



MASS TIMES FOR: 
SATURDAY, DEC. 31: 5 PM 

SUNDAY, JAN. 1: 10 AM, 12 NOON, 7 PM 

NOTE: There will be no 8:30 weekday Mass Dec. 27-30 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass Times: 

• Saturday, Dec. 31@5 PM 

• Sunday, Jan. 1@ 10 AM, 12 NOON, 7 PM 



 

From all of Us  
to all of You, 

Merry Christmas !                                                 
from the Staff 

at 
Holy Spirit Parish  

 

May our celebration of Christmas seek Christ’s merciful and 
redeeming way. Let us ask ourselves:  
 

• How is God calling me to be more fully human, fully alive 
in my life right now?  
•  Do I give the Christ permission to take my heart of stone 
and make it a heart of flesh?  

• In what way is this Christmas different for me, in terms of what God wants me to see, to change, to heal and for-
give, to live and do differently?  

• AND …with whom am I called to forgiveness, reconciliation and healing? Let us be awake and watchful at this 
Christmas time when God comes to us! Have a blessed and joy-filled Christmas season!  

Complete message PDF / text version: LINK  

Christmas Greetings and Reflection  
~taken from  Bishop Mark Hagemoen’s  

2022  Christmas Message 

On Christmas Day of 1886, while listening to a choir singing the evening vespers 
service in the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, the teenage Paul Claudel—who 
would become a prominent French poet, dramatist, and diplomat—experienced 

a conversion back to the Catholic faith of his childhood. “In an instant,” he said, “my heart was 
touched, and I believed.” During Advent, we readied ourselves to be touched by and believe in the 
quiet joy of the Nativity of the Lord. “Joy,” Claudel also said, “is the most infallible sign of the pres-
ence of God.” Welcome that joyful presence once again this Christmas. ~Dwight Daniels, contributing 

author 

https://rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-12-20-MHagemoen-2022-Christmas-Message.pdf
https://rcdos.ca/bishop-christmas/


     THANK YOU 

For your kind and generous support for the 
Christmas Hamper Ministry.  

 

The response has been overwhelming. 
Your gifts will provide assistance to those in need,  

at the time it is needed the most. 
 

You can still participate; all donations received 
by December 31, 2022 are eligible for tax receipts. 

 
 

 

 

 

Kelly Wormsbecker,  Pastoral Associate, Ministry of Care 

May God bless you and your loved ones  
with a blessed, joyful Christmas,  

       and hope and good health in the year ahead. 



Dealing with Grief at Christmas 

This Christmas may be tough for you.  It may be the first year you've had to face 
the holidays since losing a loved one. Kenneth C. Haugk, in his Journeying 
Through Grief series, has some sugges ons on how to approach the season.  

· Only think about how to make it through this holiday.  What you do this year will probably 
be unique and doesn’t have to become the tradi on for future years. 

· Don’t be afraid to change some tradi ons—you may not have a choice.  Dad may no long-
er be there to carve the turkey.  Mom may not feel up to cooking a  big Christmas dinner; 
perhaps go to a restaurant this year.  If you feel uncomfortable with tradi onal hoopla on 
New Year’s Eve, spend a quiet evening watching old movies—and toast your loved one at 
midnight. 

· Don’t be afraid to keep some tradi ons.  Many people find comfort and security in keep-
ing certain tradi ons the same or altering them only slightly.  You can use them as an op-
portunity to remember your loved one. 

· Plan a way to remember your loved one.  Light a special candle.  Share a favourite 
memory.  Read a le er or story the person wrote.  Painful as it is to talk about the person, 
it’s much less painful and much healthier than ac ng as though no one is missing.  If you’ll 
be gathering with friends, let them know it’s okay for them to talk about your loved one. 

· Know your limits.  Grief is hard work, and holidays can be physically and emo onally 
draining.  Take good care of yourself, don’t overextend yourself, and don’t be afraid to say 
no.  If you need me alone on holidays, that’s perfectly okay too. 

· It’s okay to smile and laugh—if you want to.  Experiencing some happiness doesn’t mean 
that you’re betraying your loved one.  They would want you to enjoy these special days. 

 

If you are experiencing grief and loss and need someone to talk to and pray with 
you, please contact Kelly at 306-374-1425.   Your parish community is here to 
support you at all mes. (As well, the Journeying Through Grief  booklets by K. 
Haugk are available from our office.)  May God bless you with peace and comfort 
throughout the holiday season. 

Kelly Wormsbecker  
Pastoral Associates, Ministry of Care   

Holy Spirit Parish  306-374-1425 



CWL memberships are now due for the 2023 year. If you have not renewed yet you can drop a cheque in an enve-
lope marked CWL in the church collection basket, send us an etransfer to holyspiritcwl@gmail.com, or contact Me-
lina at (306) 668-2520 to make arrangements. Membership fees are $45. Thanks to all who have already renewed!  

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

  
 

Thinking about joining? 
Have questions?  
Email: Eric Lautsch 
ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 Questions or want to join?  

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930   

 
 

HOLY SPIRIT CWL WEBPAGE 

WE PLEDGE 5%  
 

Keewatin-Le Pas is a missionary diocese covering a land mass of 430,000 square kilometers in 
northern Saskatchewan, Manitoba and a small corner of North-West Ontario. The Métis, First 
Nations of Cree, OjiCree, Dene and non-Natives make up the richness of a mixed culture. The 
territory west of James Bay was called “Keewatin” meaning “North Wind Blowing.” 
 

The seat of the diocese is at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Cathedral in The Pas. The current 
Archbishop is Murray Chatlain. This week 5% will be given to the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas to 
enable parish leaders to provide religious and spiritual leadership. Thank you for your support. 

NEW IN THE PARISH? MOVING?  

Please help us keep parish records up-to-date. It assists us to serve you. Please:  

• email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca or  

• call 306-374-1425 or  

• drop the following information: Name, Address, email, phone#  

• into an envelope  and put in the parish office mail slot or  

• in the weekend collection basket.  

• Yes, I would like : 

• donation envelopes or  

• to donate through Pre Authorized Giving or e-transfer 

PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Parish offering envelopes are now on tables in the back of the church. 

Please note:  
all regular envelope user numbers have changed for 2023.   
  (Those who use the large box of envelopes only.) 

When using the remainder of your 2022 envelopes, please: 
•  include your name on your offering envelopes  

 changes have been made in our data system and this will be very helpful in the process.   
Thank you! 

mailto:holyspiritcwl@gmail.com
mailto:ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/service-outreach/cwl/






CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS - RCIA 
Thinking about becoming Catholic?  Have questions about our Catholic faith? Do 
you know someone who would like to learn about the Catholic faith?  Call 306-374-

2023 INFANT BAPTISM  2023 Baptism Schedule (click the link) 
 

Do you have a new baby and would like to baptize him/her?  Perhaps you’re expecting a new 
baby? If either of these are true for you. I would love to hear from you! 
If you have attended a baptism preparation session in the past couple of years you may not need 
to take prep sessions before the baptism. If you are brand new parents or have not taken any 
baptism prep sessions. please contact me to register  for the prep sessions and the baptism of 

your child at 306-374-1425 or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca. I am happy to answer any questions you may have 
and we can talk about both the prep sessions and the celebration itself. I am looking forward to hearing from you! 
 ~ Sharon Powell – Faith Formation Coordinator  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Witness to Love is a new approach to marriage preparation and renewal. This 
program connects couples to their parishes through mentors and powerful online 
resources. It prepares couples for a sacramental marriage and fosters their 

transition into a welcoming community of faith before and after they are married. For information and to register 
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 
For the past few years we have had inquiries from parents of children who were not 
baptized as infants and their child is now showing a keen interest in receiving the 
sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion).  

To try to meet this need we have created a process for school-aged children who would like to receive the 
sacraments.  For more information please contact Sharon at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425. 

Holy Spirit and McClure United have a shared 
covenant in the spirit of Ecumenism. To keep in the 
loop with our friends and neighbours we have 
exchanged website  information so  that we can all 
keep in touch.  Please keep  McClure United Church 
staff and parishioners In your prayers!   Click the image to check out their website. 

ways to submit parish donations:  

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish 

website, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form  

2. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the 

message box along with any special offering designation. 

3. Parish Offertory:  https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/ 

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place,  Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot.  

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/faith-formation/baptism/
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:ngursky@sasktel.net
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
https://mcclureunitedchurch.org/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/


And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen His glory, the glory of a Father’s 

only begotten Son, full of grace and truth. - JOHN 1:14

May the light of Christ’s coming into 
the world bring peace and joy to all!

Merry Christmas from Bishop Mark Hagemoen 
and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 

 
Please visit the diocesan website for a Christmas 
message and video from Bishop Mark Hagemoen: 

rcdos.ca  

The Catholic Pastoral Centre will be closed 
Dec. 26 and Dec. 27, as well as Jan. 2, 2023.  
Find more diocesan news at news.rcdos.ca or follow 

@saskatooncath on Twitter or find the diocese on 
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/saskatoonrcdiocese 

Live-stream of Mass at: saskatoonmass.com 

Upcoming Events

1
In all things we are rooted in Christ, 

in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Adult faith diocesan Awaken series – “The Eucharist: 
Christ Our Sustainer” will be held Tuesday evenings in 
January from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 with 
Fr. Stefano Penna, held at Holy Spirit Church, Saskatoon. 
There is also an online Zoom option. Participants will come 
to a deeper understanding of why the Eucharist is, as Vatican 
II states: "The Source and Summit of the Christian Life." 
Register at: https://form.jotform.com/222236197984264 or 
for more information, call Astrid Alas at (306) 659-5858 or e-
mail amalas@rcdos.ca. Cost: $40 for five-session series.   
Gregorian Chant Mass on First Friday, Jan. 6, 2023:  
Reverent and beautiful, this liturgy – steeped with ancient 
Gregorian Chant (Missa de Angelis) and polyphony – provides 
a prayerful atmosphere to wind up the week. Gregorian Chant 
Mass is held on the first Friday of each month (in conjunction 
with the First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus), 
held at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina Crescent East, 
Saskatoon. Friday, Jan. 6, 2023 schedule: 6 p.m. altar server 
advanced training for the Mass; 6:15 p.m. doors open to public; 
6:30 p.m. chanted evening prayer; 7 p.m. Holy Mass (doors 
locked at 7:15 p.m. for security reasons); with chanted Divine 
Office after Mass (booklets provided); followed by light snacks 
downstairs. Questions: Text Hudson at (306) 220-7236.  
Knights of Columbus Brothers’ Keeper Breakfast 
will be held 7 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10 at Queen’s House, 601 
Taylor Street West, Saskatoon. Suggested donation: $10. Call 
Brendan Bitz at Queen’s House: (306) 242-1916.  
 
Horizon of Hope – palliative care series will be presented 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14 at St. Michael 
Parish in Cudworth, SK. To register, please contact the parish 
office at (306) 256-3218. Horizons of Hope is a resource 
created by the Canadian Catholic bishops (CCCB) as a toolkit 
for Catholic parishes about palliative care. The four-module 
workshop weeks to empower and educate, addressing 
important question about palliative care, dying, death, suffering 
and bereavement. The goal is for the workshop to be taught in 
every parish community across the diocese. For information 
about holding sessions, please contact diocesan coordinator of 
Hospital Chaplaincy Jackie Saretsky at jsaretsky@rcdos.ca or 
(306) 659-5839. Find more information and a promotional video 
at: rcdos.ca/horizons-of-hope 

https://rcdos.ca 

“Arise: Seen Known Loved” retreat for women Feb. 11-12 - 
Arise Catholic Movement invites all women, high school age 
and up, to their next women's retreat, Arise: Seen. Known. 
Loved. to be held Feb. 11 and 12 at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Family, 123 Nelson Rd, Saskatoon. Inspired by the scripture 
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine” from Isaiah 43, the retreat will consist of one day 
of speaker sessions as well as sacraments, followed by a half 
day of workshops. Keynotes include Christy Dupuis, Sr. Mary 
Margaret Hope, SV, and Debbie and Rachel Herbeck. Every 
woman deserves to know that we have a God who, without fail, 
sees, knows, and loves us. Will you come and enter into this 
truth? For more information on the retreat and registration prices 
or to register for the retreat visit arisecatholicmovement.ca

Diocesan Bulletin  

   Dec. 24-25, 2022 - Nativity of the Lord 
    Dec. 31-Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

https://rcdos.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/saskatoonrcdiocese
https://saskatoonmass.com
https://form.jotform.com/222236197984264
https://rcdos.ca/2022/09/23/horizons-of-hope
https://rcdos.ca/
https://arisecatholicmovement.ca/


2Message Board
Bishop’s Annual Appeal – Thanks to all who have made 
a gift or pledge to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal! For those who 
have not yet made a gift: please prayerfully consider 
supporting a range of much-needed ministry and outreach in 

our diocese through the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. Learn more or give 
online at www.dscf.ca/baa — or 
your gift can be sent directly to the 
Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic 
Foundation - BAA, 123 Nelson Road, 
Saskatoon, SK  S7S 1H1, or dropped 
at your parish. (Note: Donations 
must be received by Dec. 31 for a 
2022 charitable receipt.) Every gift is 
needed and will make a difference! 

 
Discernment group for women - A monthly discernment 
group for women discerning God’s call for their lives through 
prayer, discussion and formation will gather Thursday, Jan. 
5 for an Epiphany Party at the diocesan Sts. Benedict and 
Scholastica discernment house in Saskatoon. For more 
information about the event, please contact Sr. April Mireau 
at aprilmireau@gmail.com or (306) 531-9937 or Sr. Malou 
Tibayan at mtibayan@rcdos.ca or (306) 371-7434.  
 
Two job opportunities - St. Joseph Parish, Saskatoon is 
seeking to fill the part-time positions of Administrative 
Assistant (21 hours per week) and Bookkeeper (6 hours 
per week). Applications for both positions can be set to Fr. 
Hoang Nguyen, St. Joseph Parish, 535-8th Street E., 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 0P9 or stjosephparish@sasktel.net by 
Jan. 20, 2023. For the complete job postings, please see: 
rcdos.ca/employment 
 
Search returns – Registration is now open for students in 
Grades 10-12 to attend the next Search live-in weekend retreat 
in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, to be held Feb. 
24-26, 2023 at E.D. Feehan Catholic School in Saskatoon. 
Small groups, music, activities, prayer time, and important 
talks given by other young people are just a few of the things 
that make the retreat great. Attending Search is a powerful 
way to deepen a close, personal relationship with God, make 
friends and forge lasting memories. Cost for the entire 
weekend is $100. Find online registration and more 
information about this powerful retreat experience for youth at 
saskatoonsearch.ca 

2022 Knights of Columbus Carol Festival video - Thanks 
to the support of the Saskatoon Knights of Columbus, Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools is thrilled to present the annual 
Knights of Columbus Carol Festival on video, available on the 
division’s website at www.gscs.ca/_ci/p/14029 and at 
www.youtube.com/@greatersaskatooncatholicsc2032. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan. 18-25, 2023 - 
Mark your calendars and watch for details about the De 
Margerie Series for Christian Reconciliation and Unity, which 
this year includes two 7 p.m. public lectures held in-person 
and on Zoom: Jan. 18 at Campion College, Regina, and Jan. 
19 at St. Thomas More College, Saskatoon. As well during 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Queen’s House will 
host an ecumencial prayer service at 11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 
19, led by representatives from the ecumenical community, 
followed by lunch. Watch for details in the New Year. 

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family that our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ who came into our world on 
the first Christmas, will come into the hardest and messiest 
parts of our lives and hearts to give us new life. We pray 
especially for healing and peace in all of our families.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1  
Phone: (306) 242-1500  or  Toll free: 1-877-661-5005 

E-mail: kyaworski@rcdos.ca 
  https:/ /rcdos.ca       https:/ /news.rcdos.ca  

Supported by your gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Jointly sponsored by the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, 
St. Thomas More College, and 

Greater Saskatoon Catholic 
Schools, the Indigenous Pastoral 
& Lay Leader Ministry Education 

program is led by teams of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
instructors, modelling respectful 

and reconciling relationships.   
Course 2: Indigenous-Settler Relationship 

Jan. 10, 2023 to March 7, 2023 
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday afternoons 

Offered online 
Cost: $200 per course (some funding assistance available) 

No pre-requisite necessary to take Course 2.  
Those completing all four courses will earn a ministry certificate.  

Information and Registration: 
rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education

Indigenous Pastoral 
& Lay Leader 

Ministry Education

Icon of the Sacred Heart 2017 
written by Andre J. Prevost in 
collaboration with Romeo 
Crow Chief of Siksika Nation.

https://rcdos.ca/our-diocese/employment/
https://saskatoonsearch.ca/
https://www.gscs.ca/_ci/p/14029
https://www.youtube.com/@greatersaskatooncatholicsc2032
https://rcdos.ca
https://news.rcdos.ca
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/


Sunday, Dec 25, 2022
Jubilee, every day!
Christmas is the only day of the year designated as "merry." While
most birthdays are declared "happy" in the celebration of life, the
birth of God among us recommends merriment: a festival of
delight, high spirits, good fellowship, and feasting. Yet Saint
Théophane Vénard observed that our faith asks even more of us:
"Try to fulfill each day's tasks steadily and cheerfully. Be merry,
really merry. The life of a true Christian should be a perpetual
jubilee, a prelude to the festivals of eternity." Capture the spirit of
Christmas in your being. Resolve to bring joy to the world, every
day of the year.

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)
TODAY'S READINGS: Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
(14); Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 (16). “The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

Monday, Dec 26, 2022
A day for renewed commitment
Advent is full of anticipation that finally culminates on Christmas.
But once the Savior is here, there’s no time to wait to start
Christianity’s mission. So today we honor the first martyr of the
faith, Saint Stephen, who was stoned to death. One of the first
followers of the apostles, chosen by them to serve as a deacon,
Stephen preached and performed miracles and forgave his
attackers (Saul, later Saint Paul, among them) before dying. As we
get ready to start a new year, let Stephen inspire you to reflect on
your baptismal call to spread the gospel and how you might renew
your efforts in word and witness.

FEAST OF STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 (696).
“You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever
endures to the end will be saved.”

Tuesday, Dec 27, 2022
Love remains
What should your true love gift you on the third day of Christmas?
How about the reminder that Saint John was the “beloved disciple”
of Jesus? So beloved that Jesus—even as he was dying on the
cross—entrusted his own mother to John’s tender care: “‘Woman,
here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother’” (John
19:26). As the dust settles on our often hectic celebrations of
Christmas, remember that “faith, hope, and love remain . . . but the
greatest of these is love.” So don’t fret if your holiday feast doesn’t
include a Martha Stewart masterpiece; simple love should be the
main course—and makes for the best leftovers.

FEAST OF JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a, 2-8 (697). "Beloved:
What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen . . . and touched with our hands concerns the Word of life."

Wednesday, Dec 28, 2022
Dry every tear
In the midst of celebrating the great octave of Christmas we are
reminded that Jesus was born into a world much like our own:
filled with violence and terror, impacting especially the most
vulnerable. Pope Francis stated in his 2016 address for the Feast
of the Holy Innocents: "Christmas is . . . accompanied, whether we

like it or not, by tears. . . . It is the sobbing of mothers bewailing the
death of their children in the face of Herod’s tyranny and unbridled
thirst for power. Today too, we hear this heart-rending cry of pain,
which we neither desire nor are able to ignore or to silence.” How
shall we respond, to bring some comfort to those who grieve?

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 1:5—2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 (698). “Rise,
take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I
tell you.”

Thursday, Dec 29, 2022
No disposable lives
“Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest?” Those words are
attributed to King Henry II. This provocative question signaled to
Henry’s armed forces that Bishop Thomas [Becket] of Canterbury
should be killed. And so he was. Catholic teaching tells us that
every single life is precious, whether a bishop or a pauper. On this
memorial of Saint Thomas Becket, consider ways our community
can reject the notion of ridding ourselves of turbulent human
beings—be they convicts, the bedridden, or other troublesome or
inconvenient lives.

MEMORIAL OF THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 (202). “Behold, this
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel.”

Friday, Dec 30, 2022
All in the family
Families come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. One thing they all
share, however, is that they are not perfect. “Perfect families do
not exist,” said Pope Francis in a 2015 address. “This must not
discourage us. Quite the opposite. Love is something we learn;
love is something we live; love grows as it is ‘forged’ by the
concrete situations which each particular family experiences. Love
is born and constantly develops amid lights and shadows.” As we
remember the Holy Family, let us also recommit ourselves to this
kind of love within all our family experiences.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Colossians 3:12-21;
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 (17). “And over all these put on love, that
is, the bond of perfection.”

Saturday, Dec 31, 2022
Slow down to celebrate
Part of the wisdom coming to us from our long church tradition is
found in the realization that some mysteries take a while to unfold.
That is why during the Christmas season we celebrate the great
mystery of God in the world for an entire octave, the eight days
between Christmas and the solemnity tomorrow of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. As we approach the end of this
great celebration, ponder for a few moments how the mystery of
this event has unfolded for you this year. And take a moment to
feel the joy of Christmas once again.

SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
LORD
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18 (204). “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Sunday, Jan 01, 2023
And let it begin with me
"The world must be educated to love Peace, to build it up and
defend it." With these words, Pope Paul VI in 1968 called us each
to personal responsibility for keeping the peace. Since then,
successive popes have related the quest for peace to fighting
poverty, protecting creation, defeating racism, caring for migrants,
supporting education, ensuring opportunities to work, and
overcoming indifference. As the pandemic bloomed, Pope Francis
described peace as cultivating a "culture of care." Building peace
includes encountering people outside our typical social cocoons. It
necessarily involves creating good politics and living with hope.
Make peace your personal priority.

OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD; SOLEMNITY OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD
TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21
(18). "The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!"

Monday, Jan 02, 2023
Spirituality is a friendly endeavor
Is there anyone you regard as a “spiritual friend”? Someone with
whom you share your Christian journey and who helps you grow
in faith? Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen were two such
friends who were monks together for a while and later both
became bishops. They lived in a time—the fourth century—when
there was great conflict and heresy, and the pair worked to keep
the church united on the right path. Gregory wrote of their
friendship: “We seemed to be two bodies with a single spirit … Our
single object and ambition was virtue, and a life of hope in the
blessings that are to come …” If it’s true that you are the company
you keep, choose wisely!

MEMORIAL OF BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN,
BISHOPS, DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28 (205).  “Who are
you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?”

Tuesday, Jan 03, 2023
The name above all others
The Most Holy Name of Jesus occurs in early January to signify
the eight days since Jesus’ birth—when, as a Jew, he was
presented in the Temple and given a name. As the Bible reminds
us, an angel told Joseph: “You shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” Today is also the main feast
day of the Jesuit religious order, as their name derives from Jesus’
name. Celebrate as suggested by today’s most famous Jesuit,
Pope Francis: “It means thinking like him, loving like him, seeing
like him, walking like him. It means doing what he did and with his
same sentiments.”

MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:29—3:6; John 1:29-34 (206). "Behold,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

Wednesday, Jan 04, 2023
Stand firm for justice
Today, the church celebrates the feast of Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton, the first person born in the future United States to be
canonized, and the de facto founder of America’s Catholic school
system. Seton was also a voice of reason in a time of rampant
contradiction in the realm of human rights. Though her family
owned slaves, Seton apparently rejected the practice and spoke
lovingly of African Americans. Though her order did not protest the

practice, and in some cases benefitted from the labor of enslaved
individuals themselves, recent studies have found no evidence
that Seton herself ever engaged in the practice—a rarity for her
time and social class. Let’s pray that a spirit of holy resistance will
fill us all in the fight against injustice—in a world where up to 50
million people live in modern slavery.

MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 3:7-10; John 1:35-42 (207). “The person
who acts in righteousness is righteous, just as he is righteous.”

Thursday, Jan 05, 2023
Live and learn—and pass it on
Education was of supreme importance to both Saint John
Neumann (1811-60), who is memorialized today, and to scientist
and devout Christian George Washington Carver, who died on
Jan. 5, 1943. Both men obtained an education long before it was
seen as a birthright. Both made enormous social contributions as
a result: Neumann to faith development of the masses; Carver to
applied agricultural science impacting the country in numerous
ways. For them, cleverness was never an end in itself; they both
believed their talents were given by God to serve others. How
does your education serve others?

MEMORIAL OF JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 3:11-21; John 1:43-51 (208). “‘Rabbi, you
are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.’"

Friday, Jan 06, 2023
The door will be opened
Born frail and weak in 1845 near Montreal and orphaned at 12
when both parents died, André Bessette tried a number of trades
as a young man, none with much success. He was initially turned
away when applying to the Congregation of Holy Cross but was
finally accepted and given the humble task of doorkeeper,
messenger, and laundry worker at Notre Dame College in
Montreal. There he faithfully served for decades. His life of
devotion and healing presence eventually attracted legions of
visitors and 80,000 prayer requests mailed in each year. “When I
joined this community, the superiors showed me the door, and I
remained 40 years,” he quipped near the end of his long life. Make
yours a life of simple service and devotion—and a sense of humor
won’t hurt either!

MEMORIAL OF ANDRÉ BESSETTE, RELIGIOUS
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 5:5-13; Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3:23-28 or
3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 (209). “I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the
thongs of his sandals.”

Saturday, Jan 07, 2023
Signs of life
All that water at the wedding feast of Cana was used, the story
tells us, for “Jewish ceremonial washings.” Such washings were
prescribed by the Jewish Halakha, or body of laws derived from
the Torah. The fact that Jesus turned pure water for cleansing into
wine for drinking would have sent a powerful message of the true
nature of "living water" to the wedding guests. That same message
is transmitted to us as simple table wine becomes the blood of
Christ at every Eucharist. Like the wedding guests at Cana, don't
hesitate to drink deeply from the cup of life Jesus offers.

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 5:14-21; John 2:1-11 (210). “Jesus did
this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so
revealed his glory.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) (A)
December 25, 2022

The Gift that Gives Forever
By Ron Rolheiser, OMI

The angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you 

good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you who is 
Messiah and Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).

The fact of a savior born for us does 
not bring us immediate festive joy. 
Our world remains wounded; wars, 
selfishness, and bitterness linger. Our 
hearts remain wounded; pain lingers. 
For a Christian, just as for everyone else, 
there will be incompleteness, illness, 
death, senseless hurt, broken dreams, 
cold, hunger, lonely days of bitterness, 
and a lifetime of longing.

The Incarnation does not promise 
heaven on earth. It promises heaven 
in heaven. Here on earth, it promises 
us something else—God’s presence 
in our lives. This presence redeems 
because knowing that God is with us 
is what ultimately empowers us to give 
up bitterness, to forgive, and to move 
beyond cynicism and bitterness. When 
God is with us, then pain and happiness 
are not mutually exclusive, and the 
agonies and riddles of life do not exclude 
deep meaning and deep joy.

We need to celebrate Christmas 
heartily. Maybe we won’t feel the same 
excitement we once felt as children— 
when we were excited about tinsel, 
lights, Christmas carols, and special gifts 
and special food. But something more 
important is still available, namely the 
sense that God is with us in our lives, in 
our joys as well as in our shortcomings.

The word was made flesh. That is an 
incredible thing. It should be celebrated 
with tinsel, lights, and songs of joy. If we 
understand Christmas, then carols will 
flow naturally from our lips. +

This article is an excerpt from the Daybreaks 
series, published by Liguori Publications for 
the seasons of Advent/Christmas and Lent/
Easter. Fr. Ron Rolheiser has authored several 
in this series of seasonal devotionals. To 
learn more and review our complete list of 
Daybreaks authors, visit Liguori.org.

A Word from  
Pope Francis 
The power of this Child, Son 
of God and Son of Mary, is 
not the power of this world, 
based on might and wealth; 
it is the power of love. It is 
the power that gives new 
birth, forgives sin, reconciles 
enemies, and transforms evil 
into good. It is the power of 
God. 

URBI ET ORBI, ROME,  
DECEMBER 25, 2019

Sunday Readings 
Isaiah 52:7–10
All the ends of the earth can see / 
the salvation of our God.

Hebrews 1:1–6
[God] spoke to us through a son, 
whom he made heir of all things 
and through whom he created the 
universe.

John 1:1–18 or 1:1–5, 9–14
The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

• What blessings have I 
received today?

• How can I be a blessing  
to someone else? 
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The Gift of Love and the Value of Thanks
By Paige Byrne Shortal

Did you come to church today to 
please someone else? Perhaps 

your parents or grandparents or your 
spouse? Whether you came willingly 
or under pressure, I hope I’m not being 
presumptuous when I acknowledge 
your gift. Coming to church to make 
someone else happy is an act of love, and 
you might be giving them their favorite 
Christmas present.

I’m a convert and find myself 
fascinated by people who grew up in 
the Church and then stopped going to 
Mass. I tend to ask them a lot of personal 
questions: What takes the place of church 
for you? Who do you pray to? What 
do you use as a guide when you make 
moral choices? If you have children, how 
will you teach them right from wrong? 
Who (or what) will you turn to if you 
are suffering or someone you love is 
suffering? What gives you meaning and 
purpose in this life?

Paul Tillich said there are no atheists; 
that we all make something or someone 
our god. We must just make sure our god 
is one who is worthy of the investment 
of our lives. Today the Christian 
community celebrates the birth of God, 
who promises an abundant return on our 
investment. 

I’ve learned that it’s possible to grow 
up going to church and still not know 
much about Jesus. A priest friend 
admitted he didn’t really know Jesus until 
he was in the last years of preparing for 
ordination. He decided he’d better do 

something about it so he sat down and 
read the Gospel of Matthew straight 
through. I decided I wanted to do the 
same. Be warned! This is life-changing 
stuff.

On a lighter note, here’s a true 
story from my husband’s family. There 
were two older relatives who attended 
Midnight Mass after many years away 
from the Church. One whispered, “Hey, 
that’s a woman reading up there.” And 
the other responded, “Yeah, and either 
that’s English or my Latin is better than I 
thought.” 

*** 
After my oldest had been on his own 

for a while, he called one night to tell me 
he had discovered he could not sit down 
to a nice meal without saying Grace. He 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
December 26–31

Monday, St. Stephen:  
Acts 6:8–10; 7:54–59 / Mt 10:17–22

Tuesday, St. John:  
1 Jn 1:1–4 / Jn 20:1a, 2–8

Wednesday, Holy Innocents:  
1 Jn 1:5—2:2 / Mt 2:13–18

Thursday, Octave of Christmas:  
1 Jn 2:3–11/Lk 2:22–35 

Friday, Holy Family: Sir 3:2–6, 12–14 or  
Col 3:12–21 or 3:12–17 / Mt 2:13–15, 19–23

Saturday, Octave of Christmas:  
1 Jn 2:18–21 / Jn 1:1–18

Lord Jesus, so that there may  
be peace among the nations, 

within communities and families, 
and in our hearts,  

we pray—Be born in us,  
be born in our world.

The Redemptorists

didn’t want to say the traditional “Bless 
us, O Lord...,” but he did feel the need to 
say “thank you.”

Later, a month or so after Christmas, 
I began to get the calls: “Did he get the 
package, the check? I haven’t heard from 
him.” So I called him and suggested that 
while thank-you notes did require more 
organization than exists in the lives of 
most young bachelors, they are part of a 
“Grace Way of Life.” You don’t eat thanks,  
wear it, use it, or spend it before you say 
it—“thank you”—to the giver. 

What do I want my last words to 
be? Not “Give me more!” or “Not fair!” 
or “No!” I would like to be the kind of 
person whose last words are simply: 
“Thank You.”

Merry Christmas. +

On Christmas, we celebrate 
the birth of God, who 

promises an abundant 
return on our investment.
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Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother Of God (A)
January 1, 2023

Like the Morning Star
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For the !rst four centuries following 
Jesus’ ascension, Christians grappled 

with understanding how his humanity 
and divinity commingled in his person. 
His humanity was evident to all who 
walked and talked with him. His 
divinity was also evident to his disciples 
because of the miracles he worked and 
his resurrection. In short, they knew 
he was fully human, and they knew he 
was fully God, but how could he be fully 
both at the same time? 

"e Council of Ephesus settled the 
issue de!nitively in 431. "e Church 
declared that in the one person of Christ 
there are two natures: one divine and one 
human. "is same council also declared, 
as a natural consequence, that the holy 

virgin is the Mother of God (!eotokos), 
since she conceived and gave birth to the 
Word of God. So today’s feast is one of 
the oldest, shared by all Christians from 
the earliest times. 

When Mary said yes to the 
Incarnation and gave birth to the Savior, 
all of us could bask in his divine light. 
She is like the morning star that !rst 
breaks the horizon and mirrors the light 
of the sun that she both foretells and 
follows. In loving Mary, we truly honor 
her Son. God was the !rst to praise her 
through Gabriel—“Hail, favored one!”—
and the one who blessed her beyond all 
other creatures. We are merely following 
his example. +

A Word from 
Pope Francis 
Looking at Mary with her Son 
in her arms, I think of young 
mothers and their children 
fleeing wars and famine or 
waiting in refugee camps. 
They are many!….If we 
become artisans of fraternity, 
we will be able to mend the 
threads of a world torn apart 
by war and violence.

Angelus, Rome, January 1, 2022

Sunday Readings
Numbers 6:22–27
“The Lord look upon you kindly and 
give you peace!”

Galatians 4:4–7
God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law….

Luke 2:16–21
Mary kept all these things, reflecting 
on them in her heart.

• When my inner peace is 
threatened, do I quietly call 
on God?

• Is God asking me to say yes 
to something or someone 
today?

In the year 431, the 
Council of Ephesus 

ruled that Christ has 
two natures: He is fully 

human, and fully divine.
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The Duty of God’s Foot Soldiers
By Emily Blasik

Americans have had a few tough 
years. With mass shootings, 

violence, deep political divides, and 
more, our country seemed to be falling 
apart piece by piece. 

On many mornings, I couldn’t even 
bear to turn on the news. Everywhere 
you looked, tragedy was at the forefront. 
As a result, we saw a deep-seated fear 
envelop the hearts of many in an ununited 
United States: fear of the future, fear 
of the unknown, and even fear of our 
neighbors, all made evident by the sheer 
amount of hate and malice running 
rampant in our streets as well as our 
social media spheres. As we know, words 
can be weapons, too.

It’s di#cult to know what to do in 
these situations or how to react. Even 
harder still is discerning how to help. 
When tragedies strike—whether a 
natural disaster, mass shooting, or 
terrorist attack—we feel a certain 
amount of helplessness, like a spectator 
watching from the stands. "is is how I 
felt a$er white nationalist protests made 
headlines. I was confused and hurt by the 
state of our country, but I didn’t know 
how to help mend it.

At Mass one Sunday, God’s message 
rang clear. "e homily spoke to my heart: 
“Do not despair during these times, and 
most importantly, do not lose your faith 
in God,” said our pastor, Fr. Mike. “We 
might not be able to change the world 
overnight, but we can make a di%erence 
where it counts: in our homes and in our 
communities.”

As his words started to sink in, a 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
January 2–7

Monday, Sts. Basil the Great and 
Gregory Nazianzen:  
1 Jn 2:22–28 / Jn 1:19–28

Tuesday, Christmas Weekday:  
1 Jn 2:29—3:6 / Jn 1:29–34

Wednesday, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  
1 Jn 3:7–10 / Jn 1:35–42

Thursday, St. John Neumann:  
1 Jn 3:11–21 / Jn 1:43–51

Friday, Christmas Weekday: 1 Jn 5:5–13 /  
Mk 1:7–11 or Lk 3:23–28 or 3:23, 31–34, 36, 38

Saturday, Christmas Weekday:  
1 Jn 5:14–21 / Jn 2:1–11

Lord Jesus, so that we may imitate your mother and say yes to all God asks of us, 
we pray—Be born in us, be born in our world.

The Redemptorists

feeling of peace settled over me. When 
the ways of the world get us down, we 
have a choice: We can either spend all 
of our energy panicking and perhaps 
inspiring panic in others, or we can 
focus on causing change in our own 
circle of in&uence. Small as it may feel, 
volunteering in your community or 
simply loving your neighbors in a new 
way can make a di%erence. If you can 
donate money to those in need, do so. 
Lead with love, and the rest will follow.

While the holidays probably helped 
provide distractions from the year’s 
drama, January brings us back to a 
sobering reality. What’s next for our 
country? No one can be sure. Clearly, the 
problems remain unsolved. but whatever 
does happen, it’s crucial to remember 
that God is with us. And we are his foot 
soldiers, showing the way for a better 
tomorrow. + 

Even if doing this feels small, volunteering in your community  
or simply loving your neighbors in a new way can make a di!erence.

This reflection is from an issue of Liguorian, 
a bimonthly magazine published by the 
Redemptorists. To subscribe or purchase a 
gift subscription, go to Liguorian.org or call 
866-848-2492.


