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Sunday, December 18, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
AS A DISCIPLE  

  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE  
In our family’s department-store Nativity set, Joseph blends into the back-
ground: Mary and the infant Jesus steal the scene, she in her blue robes 
and looking over the sweet, tiny and vulnerable Son of God. Even the Magi 
stand out more than humble Joseph. Yet today’s Gospel focuses on Jesus’ 
earthly father, whom many of us Catholics grew to know a little better dur-
ing the Year of St. Joseph in 2021. Imagine Joseph’s shock at learning Mary 
was pregnant! Rather than quietly divorcing her, he accepts the angel’s 
words at face value: “For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” Joseph takes Mary into his 
home and embraces her and the child Jesus she bears. As we celebrate this 
fourth Sunday of Advent, we can all do well to follow Joseph and Mary’s 
example by saying “yes” to God, even though it may turn our lives upside 
down. We can dust off our Nativity scenes and ask the Lord to help us pre-
pare our hearts and homes for Jesus. 

 
 EVANGELIZE  

     PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 

I remember our first trip to the pediatrician with our newborn. Our job as 
parents, he said in so many words, was to raise him so that he’d be ready 
to leave us at 18. As our youngest approaches that milestone, I’m having a 
hard time letting go. In his apostolic letter Patris Corde, Pope Francis holds 
up St. Joseph as an example of what it means to be a father (and I think 
this applies to mothers, too): “Every child is the bearer of a unique mystery 
that can only be brought to light with the help of a father who respects 
that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is most a father and ed-
ucator at the point when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his child 
has become independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied. 
When he becomes like Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his 
own but had merely been entrusted to his care.” Joseph and Mary loved 
Jesus in this way, accepting that Jesus did not “belong” to them but to all 
of us. Whether or not we are parents, we can learn from their example, 
entrusting our lives and those of our loved ones to God. As St. Paul re-
minds us, we “belong to Jesus Christ.” 
 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” As you light 

the Advent candles or say evening prayers this week, reflect on the ways 
Jesus has made his presence known to you today and give thanks. 
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Mass Times: 

Saturday 5 pm,  Sunday 10 am, 12 noon, 7 pm   

Weekdays, Tues. - Fri. 8:30 am  

Adoration : Wednesdays, 7 pm (Check inside the bulletin 
for Christmas Season changes.) 
    Fridays, 9 am - 12 pm 

 Sundays, 1 - 4 pm 
 

Confessions: Saturdays 11 am - 12 noon 
Any  other time by appointment. 

Call: 306-374-1425 or Email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Building Maintenance: 
Ed Yuzyk  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca  
  
Baptisms, RCIC  
Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
  
Financial Administrator 
Shannon Granger finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
  
Ministry of Care 
Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 
Office Manager 
Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 
 
Parish Life and Liturgy  
Lynn Eremondi  leremondi@rcdos.ca 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Sacramental Preparation/Faith Formation 
Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Maria Gursky maria.gursky7@gmail.com 

  

Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Salihu jsalihu@rcdos.ca 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 

Holy Spirit Parish 

114 Kingsmere Place  

Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 

Office email:  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson, Chair 

Susan Burns 

Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 

Bev Hanson 

Eric Lautsch 

Aaron Pangilinan  

Finance Committee:  

Tyson Almasi Greg Kirzinger 

Byron Bitz Katherine Kowal Gregoire 

Mike Gartner - Chair Maureen Smith –Windsor 

Pat Jarrett Carmen Theoret 

  

Join Us for  

Weekday Mass  

Tues. - Fri. @ 8:30am 

“As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to 

the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.”  

 

Adoration - everyone welcome! 

 Wednesdays  @ 7 pm 
 

Fridays @ 9 am - 12 noon 

Sundays @ 1pm - 4 pm 

 

Let Us Pray 

• For the sick, today we pray for, Helena Kary, Eugene 
Dziadyk (Zadick),  Dorothy LeGars, Val Kammermayer, 
Elizabeth Fabian, Ana Maria, Betty Anne Tomney, Celena 
Komarnicki, Bob Kudel, Bernie Kudel, we pray to the 
Lord. 

• For all those who have died, today we remember, 

Generosa Dela Cruz, Earnest Chandru,  

• and on the anniversary of the death, Brennan Jarrett, 

Madeline Gerlinski, Matthew Kratchmer, we pray to the 

Lord. 
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T 
he current Stations were hand painted and had originally been used in the chapel. I am not sure as to the 
vintage of these Stations, but it is likely sometime close to when the church was built in the early 1980’s. 
 

Some years back they were moved into the main area of the church. 
 

The artwork on these stations was very well done and upon close observation you can see the fine detail. 
 

After a number of discussions and for various reasons, it was decided to utilize the existing stations in the following 
manner: 

• Utilize the existing hand painted artwork, 
• Scan the Stations into a graphics design package, 
• And redesign and enlarge the graphics to a size of 30” x 30”. 

 

Station #8 was installed Friday, December 9. The goal was to ensure the finished product was what was anticipated 
during the design phase. We are pleased with the sizing and the graphic presentation. 
 

It is anticipated all of the 14 Stations will be installed in January. 
 

We would like to thank the Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus #8905 for their contribution of $1,500 (20% of the cost). 
 

Mike Gartner 
Finance Committee Chair 

Fr. Joseph receiving the KofC contribution cheque from grand Knight, Eric Lautsch.  

Mike Gartner, Finance Committee chair, with one of the current Stations. 

A few of our Holy Spirit Knights of 
Columbus members were busy on 
Wednesday putting up the outdoor 
Nativity.  Fr. Joseph added the fin-
ishing touch with special  blessing.  
Thank you! 
(The crèche was donated by Holy Spirit 

KofC in 2020) 

‘And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us’ John 1:14  



CWL memberships are now due for the 2023 year. If you 
have not renewed yet you can drop a cheque in an enve-
lope marked CWL in the church collection basket, send 
us an etransfer to holyspiritcwl@gmail.com, or contact 
Melina at (306) 668-2520 to make arrangements. Mem-
bership fees are $45. Thanks to all who have already re-
newed!  

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

  
 

Thinking about joining? 
Have questions?  
Email: Eric Lautsch 
ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 Questions or want to join?  

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930   

 
 

HOLY SPIRIT CWL WEBPAGE 

WE PLEDGE 5%  
 

of our offering will be given to Prairie Hospice Society.  
This will provide training for the volunteers that provide 
companionship, emotional support and respite for 
clients wherever they call home.  

https://prairiehospice.org/  Providing compassionate, 
community based, end-of-life support wherever 
people call home.  

What is the Rite of Acceptance ?   
It is the first liturgical rite in which enquirers publicly express and the Church accepts their intention to respond to 
God’s call and follow the way of Jesus Christ. Please pray for Kailee, Naomi, Nelly and Chanelle as they journey to-
wards being full members of the Catholic church! 

Holy Spirit RCIA and RCIC  Receive the Rite of Acceptance 

From December 17th- 23rd we will be sharing a brief daily 
video on the O Antiphons via email, our website, and social 

media. These ancient prayers  help us prepare our hearts for the 
coming of our Saviour at Christmas. Every person you see and every 
voice you hear is a member of our parish family. A special thank you to 
Tim Yaworski who donated his time and talent as the videographer and 
to Thomas, Jella, Diego, Kenton, Sheila, Melanie, Louise, Erin, Janna, 
Mike, Nathan, Eleanor, and Piper for giving of your time and talent to 
our parish through this initiative. Keep an eye on your emails and our 
social media pages starting tomorrow. Have a blessed last week of 
Advent.  -Holy Spirit Faith Formation Committee. 
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St. Mary’s Parish is requesting help to deliver Christmas  
hampers. If you are able to help deliver, please go to St. Mary’s  
Parish Hall on Thursday December 22nd beginning at 1 pm.  
          Thank you! 

Advent Bible Study 
Two sessions left!  

FRI DEC. 16 & THURS DEC. 22  
6:30 PM 

livestreamed and  
in person 

incense will be  
used 

MASS TIMES FOR: 
SATURDAY, DEC. 31: 5 PM 

SUNDAY, JAN. 1: 10 AM, 12 NOON, 7 PM 

NOTE: There will be no 8:30 weekday Mass Dec. 27-30 

There’s still time (1 week)  to   
Join Dynamic Catholic for the BEST ADVENT EVER Email Program  

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html


We are excited to announce and welcome Lynn Eremondi as our 

newest staff member.  Lynn is our Parish Life and Liturgy coordinator.  What 
does this mean?  She will be involved in overseeing parish community building  
events  and all things liturgical (Christmas, Easter, Liturgy ministries etc.). 
Lynn has been a parishioner at Holy Spirit for about 39 years.  She has always 
been involved in liturgy either as a participant or leader.  As many parishioners 
already know she loves and lives her faith and the parish community  of Holy 
Spirit.  Lynn will be in the office Wednesdays and Fridays and can be reached at 
leremondi@rcdos.ca 
 Together, with her husband Tim, they have 5 grown children and 5 
grandchildren.  She likes to read, and garden. She looks forward to the family 
week long canoe trip each year in northern Saskatchewan. 
Odd fact (not to be mistaken by for ‘fun fact’): Lynn is allergic to anything 
chocolate...yikes. 

PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES!!! 

Dec. 17 & 18 - Parish offering envelopes  

will be on tables in the back of the church. 

Please note: all regular envelope user numbers have changed 
for 2023.   
(Those who use the large box of envelopes only.) 

When using the remainder of your 2022 envelopes, please: 
•  include your name on your offering envelopes  

 changes have been made in our data system and this will be very helpful in the process.   
                 Thank you! 

SENIOR CARDS  

 THURSDAY, Dec. 22 

@ 1:30 PM 

IN THE CHURCH HALL 

Come join the fun,  

all are welcome! 
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Preparing for Christmas after the Loss of a Loved One 
 

 

Such a loss!  Such a keen and tearing pain.  Even when I am in a crowded room, there is a 

loneliness I never knew existed.   

Comforting God, I have turned to you so many times for solace, and I come again. While the world is 

bright and sparkling, my heart feels heavy and has an emptiness that cannot be filled.  Lord, how can I 

enter into this season of joy?  In my head I celebrate your birth into this world, but in my everyday life, I 

am filled with a grief that runs so very deep.   

You blessed me with a loving relationship and now it is gone from my life.  How can I be faithful to that 

love and the memory of that love and my sorrow in this season of “Rejoice!”?  Tears are close to the sur-

face all the time, and helpful friends who want to “keep me busy” don’t seem to really understand that I 

need to embrace my grief.  I am afraid of letting go of the sadness and losing the deep love connection I 

had.  Instead of entering into the Rejoice of Christmas, I long for the sorrow of Lent.  I beg you Lord, 

show me how the two are connected.   

I ponder the name Emmanuel and know that it means “God with us.”  With us.  With me in this world, in 

this sorrow.  If I look beyond my pain, I know that you, too, suffered so much in this world.  I never under-

stood so clearly before that Emmanuel is what your nativity is really about.  You are in my world, in my 

pain.   

Thank you, Lord, for the loved one you blessed my life with.  Grant me now in my grief, a peace.  Give 

me a comfort that might not make the tears go away, but that lets me feel your 

presence as you take up a place deep in my heart, with me. 

 

      Holy Spirit Parish - Ministry of Care Phone: 306 374-1425   

         Pastoral Associate:  Kelly Wormsbecker  

CHRISTMAS DÉCOR 

Poinsettias are available for purchase in honour of a loved one. The Environment and 
Art Committee will use these poinsettias as part of the Christmas décor in the church  

On an envelope mark it 'Poinsettia" with: 

• the name of your loved one stating  ‘In honour’ of (living) or ‘in Memory’ of    
 (deceased) with your name 

•  your  phone number,  

• $20 

You can drop it in the offering basket or in the mail slot at the office by Dec. 22. A 
card with your loved one's name will be placed with a poinsettia for the Christmas  season.                                            
                              



CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS - RCIA 
Thinking about becoming Catholic?  Have questions about our Catholic faith? Do 
you know someone who would like to learn about the Catholic faith?  Call 306-374-

2022-23 INFANT BAPTISM  2022-2023 BAPTISM SCHEDULE  
 

Do you have a new baby and would like to baptize him/her?  Perhaps you’re expecting a new 
baby? If either of these are true for you. I would love to hear from you! 
If you have attended a baptism preparation session in the past couple of years you may not need 
to take prep sessions before the baptism. If you are brand new parents or have not taken any 
baptism prep sessions. please contact me to register  for the prep sessions and the baptism of 

your child at 306-374-1425 or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca. I am happy to answer any questions you may have 
and we can talk about both the prep sessions and the celebration itself. I am looking forward to hearing from you! 
 ~ Sharon Powell – Faith Formation Coordinator  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Witness to Love is a new approach to marriage preparation and renewal. This 
program connects couples to their parishes through mentors and powerful online 
resources. It prepares couples for a sacramental marriage and fosters their 

transition into a welcoming community of faith before and after they are married. For information and to register 
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 
For the past few years we have had inquiries from parents of children who were not 
baptized as infants and their child is now showing a keen interest in receiving the 
sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion).  

To try to meet this need we have created a process for school-aged children who would like to receive the 
sacraments.  For more information please contact Sharon at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425. 

Holy Spirit and McClure United have a shared 
covenant in the spirit of Ecumenism. To keep in the 
loop with our friends and neighbours we have 
exchanged website  information so  that we can all 
keep in touch.  Please keep  McClure United Church 
staff and parishioners In your prayers!   Click the image to check out their website. 

ways to submit parish donations:  

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish 

website, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form  

2. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the 

message box along with any special offering designation. 

3. Parish Offertory:  https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/ 

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place,  Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot.  

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 
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Simbang Gabi 2022 
Pre-Christmas Novena of Masses continue: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rcdos.ca/simbang-gabi 

6   In all things we are rooted in Christ, 
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples. 

Diocesan Bulletin  
 

Dec. 18, 2022 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

Upcoming Events

1
https://rcdos.ca

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
Advent confession opportunities and 

Christmas Mass times for many parishes 
across the diocese can be found online at: 

rcdos.ca/advent-christmas-schedule  
 

Upcoming Penitential Services include: 

City of Saskatoon Penitential Services with Confessions:  
• 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20 at St. Mary Parish, 211 Ave. O South, 
Saskatoon & St. Augustine Parish, 602 Boychuk Dr., Saskatoon 
• 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21 at St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
 222 Willow Street (at Melrose Ave.) Saskatoon, with adoration 
 

Rural-area Penitential Services with Confessions:   
• Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Wishart - 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec 20 
• St. Mary Parish, Wynyard - 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21 
• Christ the King, Foam Lake - 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 22 

St. Patrick Parish 
3339 Centennial Drive, 

Saskatoon: 
 

• Sunday, Dec 18 - 7 p.m. 
• Monday, Dec 19  - 7 p.m. 
• Tuesday, Dec 20 - 7 p.m. 
• Wednesday, Dec 21 - 7 p.m. 
• Thursday, Dec 22 - 7 p.m.  
• Friday, Dec 23 - 7 p.m.  

(Bishop Hagemoen presiding) 

Holy Family Cathedral 
123 Nelson Road 

Saskatoon 
• Sunday, Dec 18 - 6:30 p.m. 
• Monday, Dec 19 - 8 p.m.  
(After children’s Christmas concert) 

• Tuesday, Dec 20 - 8 p.m. 
(After children’s Christmas concert) 
• Wednesday, Dec 21 - 7 p.m. 
• Thursday, Dec 22 - 7 p.m.  
• Friday, Dec 23 - 7 p.m. 
• Saturday, Dec 24 - 4:30 p.m. 
(Christmas Eve Mass with the Bishop) 

Search returns – Registration is now open for students in 
Grades 10-12 to attend the next Search live-in weekend retreat 
in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, to be held Feb. 
24-26, 2023 at E.D. Feehan Catholic School in Saskatoon. 
Small groups, music, activities, prayer time, and important talks 
given by other young people are just a few of the things that 
make the retreat great. Attending Search is a powerful way to 
deepen a close, personal relationship with God, make friends 
and forge lasting memories. Cost for the entire weekend is 
$100. Find info and registration at saskatoonsearch.ca 

2022 Knights of Columbus Carol Festival video - Thanks 
to the support of the Saskatoon Knights of Columbus, Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools is thrilled to present the annual 
Knights of Columbus Carol Festival on video, available on the 
division’s website at www.gscs.ca/_ci/p/14029 and on YouTube 
at www.youtube.com/@greatersaskatooncatholicsc2032. 
As well, Shaw Spotlight television station (Channel 10 on Basic 
Cable, 105 on BlueCurve in Saskatoon) currently has four 
airdates scheduled (more dates may be added in the future): 
     • Sunday, Dec. 18 at 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m 
     • Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 8 p.m. 
     • Friday, Dec. 23 at 8 p.m. 
     • Saturday, Dec. 24 at 9 a.m. 
 
Adult faith diocesan Awaken series – “The Eucharist: 
Christ Our Sustainer” will be held Tuesday evenings in 
January from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 with 
Fr. Stefano Penna, held at Holy Spirit Church, Saskatoon. 
Participants will come to a deeper understanding of why the 
Eucharist is, as Vatican II states: "The Source and Summit of 
the Christian Life." Cost: $40 for five-session series. Register 
at: https://form.jotform.com/222236197984264 or for more 
information, call Astrid Alas at (306) 659-5858 or e-mail 
amalas@rcdos.ca. 
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Catholic TRC Healing Response   

Please support the diocese in raising funds for the 
national Catholic financial pledge to support healing and 

reconciliation initiatives for residential 
school survivors and their communities. 

For more information about our 
diocesan commitment of $250,000 per 
year over five years, about the vision of 

our local diocesan TRC Discernment 
Circle, or to make a donation online:  

dscf.ca/trc 
(Or make cheques payable to Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic 

Foundation, with “TRC” in the memo line and drop of at your parish 

or send to DSCF, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1) 

“There is no single step that can eliminate the pain felt 
by residential school survivors, but by listening, seeking 

relationships, and working collaboratively where we are able, 
we hope to learn how to walk together in a new path of hope.” 

- CCCB vice-president Bishop William McGratten

2Message Board

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1  
Phone: (306) 242-1500  or  Toll free: 1-877-661-5005 

E-mail: kyaworski@rcdos.ca 
  https:/ /rcdos.ca       https:/ /news.rcdos.ca  

Supported by your gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Saskatoon, St. Thomas More College, and Greater 

Saskatoon Catholic Schools, this online program is led 
by teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous instructors, 

modelling respectful and reconciling relationships.  
Cost: $200 per course (some funding assistance available) 

No pre-requisite is necessary to take Course 2.  
Those completing all four courses will earn a ministry certificate. 

 
Information and Registration: 

rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education

Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader 
Ministry Education Program 

Course 2: Indigenous-Settler Relationship 
Jan. 10, 2023 to March 7, 2023 

4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday afternoons

Diocesan Prayer - We pray for our 
diocesan family, as we prayerfully reflect on 
our participation in the 2022 Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal and how we might bring 
love, faith and hope to the world through our 
prayer, service, and charity.

Bishop's Annual Appeal 2022 – Thank you to the children 
of St. Joseph Parish, Kindersley, SK, who participated in the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Kids, donating $236.90. Thank you 
to all who are Serving Others through their gifts to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. Gifts to the BAA can be made at your local 
parish, online at dscf.ca/baa or by electronic transfer to: e-
transferBAA@dscf.ca or call (306) 659-5851 for more 
information. Donations received before Dec. 31 are eligible for 
a 2022 charitable tax receipt. 
 
“Arise: Seen Known Loved” retreat for women Feb. 11-12 - 
Arise Catholic Movement invites all women, high school age 
and up, to their next women's retreat, Arise: Seen. Known. 
Loved. to be held Feb. 11 and 12 at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Family, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon. Inspired by the scripture 
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine” from Isaiah 43, the retreat will consist of one day 
of speaker sessions as well as sacraments, followed by a half 
day of workshops diving deeper into the practical ways we are 
called to see, know and love those women around us. Keynotes 
include Christy Dupuis, Sister Mary Margaret Hope, SV, and 
Debbie and Rachel Herbeck. Every woman deserves to know 
that we have a God who, without fail, sees, knows, and loves 
us. Will you come and enter into this truth? For more information 
on the retreat and registration prices or to register for the retreat 
visit arisecatholicmovement.ca 
 
Hunger crisis in sub-Saharan Africa: Development and 
Peace-Caritas Canada has set up a special fund in response to 
the deepening hunger crisis across the sub-Saharan region; 
donate online at www.devp.org or call 1-888-234-8533. All 
donations over $10 are tax deductible. For more information, 
contact provincial Development and Peace animator Michael 
LeBlanc at (306) 205-2334 or mleblanc@devp.org. 
 
Prison Outreach at Christmas - The diocesan Restorative 
Ministry Office is seeking donations to purchase small, identical 
gifts for the men. Please send donations “Attention Dianne” to 
the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, 
S7S 1H1 (make cheques out to “DSCF - Restorative Ministry”) 
or give online: dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support 
 
CCCB “Journey Through Advent” reflections - The 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has once 
again produced a Journey through Advent video series, which 
includes reflections on the Gospel readings of each Sunday in 
Advent. Links to the videos, will be released each Monday for 
the upcoming Sunday celebration, posted at: www.cccb.ca 
(or in French: www.cecc.ca).
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (A) 
December 18, 2022

He Is One of Us
By Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

The Incarnation means God is one 
of us. He is made of our flesh and 

blood; he laughs, sings, and loves people. 
Though we believe he is God, he is still 
one of us. We can choose him to be on 
our team, trusting he will play to win. 

When identifying ourselves, we 
normally tell others what we do. 
Societies like the one to which Jesus 
belonged usually identified themselves 
by tracing ancestry. As Isaiah tells us 
today, Jesus belonged to the house of 
David. Paul says that he was of David 
“according to the flesh” (Romans 1:3). 
The Gospel identifies Joseph as a “son 
of David” (Matthew 1:20). Since Jesus 
was considered Joseph’s legal son, he 

also was a “son of David.” Joseph is told 
that the child will be called Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us” (Matthew 
1:23). Thus, Incarnation means God 
is with us in a unique way in this man 
who is one of us. The Incarnation also 
gives extraordinary dignity to material 
creation, of which we are all a part and of 
which he is a part as well, for he is one of 
us. In other words, Emmanuel (God with 
us) is a Child of earth.

Like Joseph, we cannot fully 
comprehend what has happened. We 
can only stand with him in awe as this 
wondrous mystery unfolds before us. 
As we await Christmas, we wait for him 
to appear. When he comes, we will be 
amazed to see that he is really one of 
us. +

Though we believe  
Jesus is God,  

he is still one of us.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Joseph trusts God totally….
This unshakable trust in God 
that enabled him to accept a 
humanly difficult...situation. 
Joseph understands, in faith, 
that the child born in Mary’s 
womb is not his child, but the 
Son of God, and he, Joseph, 
will be [the] guardians.

Angelus, Rome, December 22, 2019

Sunday Readings 
Isaiah 7:10–14
The Lord himself will give you a sign.

Romans 1:1–7
Through [Jesus Christ] we have 
received the grace of apostleship.

Matthew 1:18–24
“Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means 
“God is with us.”

• How does knowing that  
Jesus is one of us make a 
difference in your life?

• What religious sentiments  
fill your mind and heart as  
we approach Christmas?
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What the World Needs
By Emily Blasik

As corny as it may 
sound, the last two 

months of the year are 
my favorites out of the 
twelve. From the start 
of November on, it’s as 
if something changes in 
the air. 

The change is subtle, 
but I start to see it 
everywhere: I see it on 
early-morning walks 
before the sun has fully 
risen, when the grass is wet beneath my 
feet, and the weather is cool enough 
even in the South to warrant a cup of hot 
cocoa.

I see it on the face of every young 
child in anticipation of Santa’s arrival. 
I feel it driving to work with the radio 
turned up, each song chanting like a 
countdown of the time before Christmas. 

I relish it in the window displays of 
my favorite city storefronts. 

People are nicer this time of year. 
They seem to be more patient and less 
bogged down by the weight of their 
world. And it’s been my experience that 
even those who claim to hate Christmas 
music or the cold or the other trappings 
of the season can’t help but smile a little 
brighter come December.

But why? What is it about this season 
that makes us a little giddy, despite 
ourselves? For me, it’s the collective 
anticipation that springs to life in 
everyone I encounter. As a society, 

holidays tend to captivate 
us, so we plan and prepare 
tirelessly. We love it 
because it’s exciting to 
have something to look 
forward to. The stockings 
are hung on our mantles, 
the gifts are bought and 
wrapped with care, the 
cookies are baked and 
decorated—all a foretaste 
of and ways to celebrate 
what’s ahead. 

Our celebrations and holiday 
traditions hold deep meaning. For 
us, as Christians, who recognize the 
importance of this holiday season, the 
joy simply can’t be contained. And it 
shouldn’t be! It’s meant to be shared. 
Christmas carols and cakes are great, 
but the news of our Savior’s birth is 
enough to change us all, believers and 
nonbelievers alike. As a community in 
need of hope and light and love, we await 
his precious coming like a child awaits 
Christmas morning—with anxious hearts 
and sleepless eyes—because we know it’s 
what this world needs most.

So light your candles. Prepare your 
homes. Loudly sing the hymns of Advent. 
Be joyful and anticipate the coming of 
Christ with all you have. Is there a better 
reason to celebrate? +

This article is from Liguorian, a bimonthly 
magazine published by the Redemptorists. 
To subscribe or give a gift subscription, go to 
Liguorian.org or call 866-848-2492. 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
December 19–24

Monday, Advent Weekday:  
Jgs 13:2–7, 24–25a / Lk 1:5–25

Tuesday, Advent Weekday:  
Is 7:10–14 / Lk 1:26–38

Wednesday, Advent Weekday:  
Sg 2:8–14 or Zep 3:14–18a / Lk 1:39–45

Thursday, Advent Weekday:  
1 Sm 1:24–28 / Lk 1:46–56

Friday, Advent Weekday:  
Mal 3:1–4, 23–24 / Lk 1:57–66 

Saturday, Advent Weekday (Morning):  
2 Sm 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16 / Lk 1:67–79

Lord Jesus, so that the world  
may put away the weapons of war 

and embrace the ways  
of peace, love, and holiness,  

we pray—Be born in us,  
be born in our world.

The Redemptorists

Next week our churches 
will fill with those who 
don’t come regularly, 
sometimes referred to 
as Christmas and Easter 
(C&E) Catholics. In one 
parish, just before the 
collection, the pastor 
suggested that those 
who were sitting change 
places with those who 
were standing. (He even 
offered his seat in the 
sanctuary!) Make the 
strangers welcome. 
Maybe they’ll come back.



Sunday, Dec 18, 2022
Welcome!
Most folks live in the land of their birth. Only one in 30 migrate, and
for many reasons. They may marry a non-national and relocate to
make a life together. Jobs may move overseas. But most often,
people migrate under forces they can't control: military conflicts,
natural disasters, extreme poverty, or other dangers. Migration
may not be chosen, but it doesn't have to spell doom to those who
depart or those who receive them. Migrants have knowledge,
networks, and skills to share. U.S. history proves it as does the
history of our faith. As Yahweh told the Israelites: “You shall treat
the alien who resides with you no differently than the natives born
among you; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt"
(Lev. 19:33-34). On this International Migrants Day, O Sacred
Lord, give us the spirit of welcome and openness so we may each
find our way to you.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O SACRED LORD)
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24
(10). “The Lord's are the earth and its fullness; the world and those
who dwell in it.”

Monday, Dec 19, 2022
Cherish your roots
Today’s O Antiphon—“O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love
for all his people: come to save us without delay!”—invites us to
meditate on the theme of Jesus’ genealogy and our spiritual
ancestry. Jesse was the father of King David, and God told the
prophet Nathan that David’s royal family would last forever. Jesus
is the enduring branch that grows out of the root of Jesse, the
fulfillment of a hope past and present. When we belong to Christ,
we belong to the rest of the tree, too—a family that includes God
and humanity. Christmas brings people together, biologically
related or not—let the longing of this season bond you closer to all
in love.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O FLOWER OF JESSE'S STEM)
TODAY'S READINGS: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 (195). “He
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.”

Tuesday, Dec 20, 2022
Let’s make some room at the inn
We’re in the middle of two great spiritual traditions that overlap in
Advent: The O Antiphons (December 17-23)—recited at vespers
for the church’s Liturgy of the Hours—and the celebration of “Las
Posadas” (December 16-24), reenacting Joseph and Mary’s
search for shelter ahead of Jesus’ birth. Since Las Posadas come
from our Latin American brothers and sisters, each year the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops encourages us to work and
pray, in intentional ways, for migrants to our country who—like
Mary and Joseph—seek safety and basic biblical hospitality. The
Key of David is also the key to our hearts. See Justice for
Immigrants for more background and suggested actions.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KEY OF DAVID)
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 (196). “Listen, O
house of David!”

Wednesday, Dec 21, 2022
A light of faith from the North Star
On this day in 1892, Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church was
founded in Saint Paul, Minnesota, the first black parish in the state
of Minnesota. Founded decades before the Great Migration of
southern blacks to northern states, the church was the brainchild

of hopeful black Catholics (inspired by Josephite founder John
Slattery, S.S.J.) and Archbishop John Ireland, a tireless advocate
for black liberation in an era of widespread racism. The new
church was named for the famed Jesuit missionary, just a few
years after his canonization by Pope Leo XIII, and among its first
members was Fredrick McGhee, the first black lawyer in state
history. May he and his companions inspire our faith and
encourage us to witness for justice in our daily lives!

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O RADIANT DAWN)
TODAY'S READINGS: Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;
Luke 1:39-45 (197). “O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun
of justice, come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in
the shadow of death!”

Thursday, Dec 22, 2022
Picture this
For Americans, the O Antiphon for today, “O King of All Nations,”
might be less than compelling since our incipient nation rebelled
against the only king it ever had back in its colonial days. The
image of God or Jesus as “king” comes from the prevailing social
structures 2,000 years ago. Centuries of church-monarchy unity in
Europe and elsewhere kept the tradition going. Contemporary
Catholics can understand the power and authority of kingship, but
God’s tenderness and mercy can be sidelined by this term, which
leads to a good question for any disciple: What is your image of
God? What helps you connect with the Divine?

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KING OF ALL NATIONS)
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 (198). “The
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.”

Friday, Dec 23, 2022
Rejoice, rejoice!
The “O Emmanuel” antiphon heralds the conclusion of Advent. It
also conveys a powerful truth about how we experience the divine.
Yes, God is awesome and transcendent—and God is the one who
draws close to us, takes on our humanity, and is truly Emmanuel,
“God with us.” As we prepare to enter into the mystery of the
Incarnation, let us take a moment to pray “O Emmanuel” and
reflect on how we experience God with us in our day-to-day life.
And as a church let us sing together, “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
/ Shall come to thee, O Israel.”

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O EMMANUEL)
TODAY'S READINGS: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 (199). “Yes,
he is coming.”

Saturday, Dec 24, 2022
Forgiveness under the tree
If you haven’t finished your Christmas shopping by now, you’re
toast (at least according to consumer culture). The best you can
hope for now is forgiveness. Which is exactly what this day and
this night are all about. Zechariah’s Benedictus in today’s gospel
(which takes its name from the first words in Latin—Benedictus
Dominus Deus Israel, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel”) reflects
God’s eternal plan of deliverance: “To give his people knowledge
of Salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.” The best present you
can give anybody, tonight or ever, is the forgiveness of their sins.
Today is the perfect day to give this perfect gift!

ADVENT WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke
1:67-79 (200). “To give his people knowledge of salvation by the
forgiveness of their sins.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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