
 

Today we celebrate  

Gaudete Sunday. 

 Gaudete means “rejoice,”  

and today’s readings hint at the  

joy of Christ’s coming. 
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Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 

AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE  
Today many of us light a rose Advent candle as 

we celebrate Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice,” and 
today’s readings hint at the joy of Christ’s coming. Who 
among us can’t relate to the concrete examples from the 
prophet Isaiah that give us many reasons for hope and joy as 
we anticipate Christ’s birth. Those of us who have experi-
enced fear or doubt find reassurance: “Be strong, fear not!” 
During the holidays when many will grieve those who have 
died this past year, we hear that “sorrow and mourning will 
flee.” In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist points us to the 
source of our joy in the person of Jesus Christ. As we contin-
ue to prepare for his coming, we can take comfort knowing 
that God is with us now and for eternity. As we hear in to-
day's Psalm, "The Lord God keeps faith forever.” 
 

 

EVANGELIZE | PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS,  
ACCOMPANIMENT 

I am not a patient person. Waiting in the slow grocery line 
raises my heart rate, and I have to use cruise control in 35 
mph zones (it works!). Despite my impatience, I’ve grown to 
love planting a vegetable garden in the spring and never 
cease to be amazed at the rich harvest of tomatoes in July or 
August. As St. James reminds us, we can learn from the 
farmer who patiently waits for the rains. “You too must be 
patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.” Whether we have patient personalities or 
not, we can rest assured that the Lord is with us for the long 
game. Just as the rains help our tomatoes to come in – a mir-
acle that still surprises me each summer – our faithfulness, 
prayer, and good works can nurture our hearts and our 
souls. They also remind us of the true joy of the season: Our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, has taken on our humanity for our salva-
tion. “Lord, come and save us.” 

 
Need something to brighten your living area 

during the deep of winter? You can find amaryllis 
“bulbs in a box” online. They bloom inside and can be moved 
outside when spring comes, serving as a visible reminder 
that patience pays off. This can also be a nice gift for a friend 
or perhaps an elderly relative who does not have access to a 
garden. 
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Mass Times: 

Saturday 5 pm,  Sunday 10 am, 12 noon, 7 pm   

Weekdays, Tues. - Fri. 8:30 am  

Adoration : Wednesdays, 7 pm  
Tues. Adoration with Penitential Service @ 7 pm 
    Fridays, 9 am - 12 pm 

 Sundays, 1 - 4 pm 
 

Confessions: Saturdays 11 am - 12 noon 
Any  other time by appointment. 

Call: 306-374-1425 or Email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Building Maintenance: 
Ed Yuzyk  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca  
  
Baptisms, RCIC  
Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
  
Financial Administrator 
Shannon Granger finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
  
Ministry of Care 
Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 
Office Manager 
Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 
 
Parish Life and Liturgy  
Lynn Eremondi  leremondi@rcdos.ca 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Sacramental Preparation/Faith Formation 
Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Maria Gursky maria.gursky7@gmail.com 

  

Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Salihu jsalihu@rcdos.ca 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 

Holy Spirit Parish 

114 Kingsmere Place  

Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 

Office email:  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson, Chair 

Susan Burns 

Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 

Bev Hanson 

Eric Lautsch 

Aaron Pangilinan  

Finance Committee:  

Tyson Almasi Greg Kirzinger 

Byron Bitz Katherine Kowal Gregoire 

Mike Gartner - Chair Maureen Smith –Windsor 

Pat Jarrett Carmen Theoret 

  

Join Us for  

Weekday Mass  

Tues. - Fri. @ 8:30am 

“As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to 

the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.”  

 

Adoration - everyone welcome! 

 Wednesdays  @ 7 pm 
Tuesday Adoration with Penitential 

Service @ 7 pm 
 

Fridays @ 9 am - 12 noon 

Sundays @ 1pm - 4 pm 

Let Us Pray 

• For the sick, today we pray for, Helena Kary, Earnest 
Chandru, Dorothy LeGars, Val Kammermayer, 
Elizabeth Fabian, Ana Maria, Betty Anne Tomney, 
Celena Komarnicki, Bob Kudel, Bernie Kudel, Merle 
Sanmiguel, we pray to the Lord. 

• And on the anniversary of the death, Jules 
Lacoursiere, Robert Lecoursiere, Bill Lesko, Lilias 
Pasion, Tomas Pasion, we pray to the Lord. 
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Preparing for Christmas after the Loss of a Loved One 
 

 

Such a loss!  Such a keen and tearing pain.  Even when I am in a crowded room, there is a 

loneliness I never knew existed.   

Comforting God, I have turned to you so many times for solace, and I come again. While the world is bright 

and sparkling, my heart feels heavy and has an emptiness that cannot be filled.  Lord, how can I enter into 

this season of joy?  In my head I celebrate your birth into this world, but in my everyday life, I am filled with 

a grief that runs so very deep.   

You blessed me with a loving relationship and now it is gone from my life.  How can I be faithful to that love 

and the memory of that love and my sorrow in this season of “Rejoice!”?  Tears are close to the surface all 

the time, and helpful friends who want to “keep me busy” don’t seem to really understand that I need to 

embrace my grief.  I am afraid of letting go of the sadness and losing the deep love connection I had.  In-

stead of entering into the Rejoice of Christmas, I long for the sorrow of Lent.  I beg you Lord, show me how 

the two are connected.   

I ponder the name Emmanuel and know that it means “God with us.”  With us.  With me in this world, in 

this sorrow.  If I look beyond my pain, I know that you, too, suffered so much in this world.  I never under-

stood so clearly before that Emmanuel is what your nativity is really about.  You are in my world, in my 

pain.   

Thank you, Lord, for the loved one you blessed my life with.  Grant me now in my grief, a peace.  Give me 

a comfort that might not make the tears go away, but that lets me feel your presence as you take up a 

place deep in my heart, with me. 

 

             Holy Spirit Parish - Ministry of Care   Phone: 306 374-1425   

             Pastoral Associate:  Kelly Wormsbecker  

Please Print 

CHRISTMAS DÉCOR 

Poinsettias are available for purchase in honour of a loved one. The Environment and Art Committee will use 
these poinsettias as part of the Christmas décor - $20.  

Place the completed form, with $20, in an envelope marked 'Poinsettia." You can drop it in the offering 
basket or in the mail slot at the office. A card with your loved one's name will be placed 
with a poinsettia for the Christmas  season.                                                                            
 

In honour of __________________________________________________ 

 

Requested by _________________________________    $  ___________ 



On 12 December, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the Church in Canada celebrates the National Day of 

Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples.  
2022 Message of the Canadian Catholic Indigenous Council 

CWL memberships are now due for the 2023 year. If you 
have not renewed yet you can drop a cheque in an enve-
lope marked CWL in the church collection basket, send 
us an etransfer to holyspiritcwl@gmail.com, or contact 
Melina at (306) 668-2520 to make arrangements. Mem-
bership fees are $45. Thanks to all who have already re-
newed!  

WE PLEDGE 5%  
 

Saskatoon Pregnancy Options Center is a non profit 
ministry that provides a safe and non judgmental 
environment for women and families facing untimely 
pregnancies. It is our goal to be able to help women by 
meeting their current needs. Our service include 
counseling, spiritual awareness and practical material 
support. We believe that God has a plan for every life 
and so we will not refer for abortion in any 
circumstance. We believe that if we can help women 
find value in themselves, they in turn will find value in 
their pre born child. www.saskatoonpregnancy.com  

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

  
 

Thinking about joining? 
Have questions?  
Email: Eric Lautsch 
ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 Questions or want to join?  

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930   

 
 

HOLY SPIRIT CWL WEBPAGE 

Reminder: Holy Spirit KofC and families Potluck  
 Saturday, Dec. 10  @ 6 PM   Holy Spirit Hall 

 

‘SAVE THE DATE’ 

 

A KNIGHT’S NIGHT OUT 
 

Every 1st Tuesday of the month , be-
ginning February 7, 2023.   

More details to follow in January! 

St. Juan Diego 
Feastday: December 9 
Patron: of Indigenous people  
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Feastday: December 12 
Patron: of the Americas 

We are excited to announce and welcome Lynn Eremondi as our 

newest staff member.  Lynn is our Parish Life and Liturgy coordinator.  What 
does this mean?  She will be involved in overseeing parish community building  
events  and all things liturgical (Christmas, Easter, Liturgy ministries etc.). 
Lynn has been a parishioner at Holy Spirit for about 39 years.  She has always 
been involved in liturgy either as a participant or leader.  As many parishioners 
already know she loves and lives her faith and the parish community  of Holy 
Spirit.  Lynn will be in the office Wednesdays and Fridays and can be reached at 
leremondi@rcdos.ca 
 Together, with her husband Tim, they have 5 grown children and 5 
grandchildren.  She likes to read, and garden. She looks forward to the family 
week long canoe trip each year in northern Saskatchewan. 
Odd fact (not to be mistaken by for ‘fun fact’): Lynn is allergic to anything 
chocolate...yikes. 

https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/National-Day-of-Prayer-in-Solidarity-EN.pdf
mailto:holyspiritcwl@gmail.com
https://www.saskatoonpregnancy.com/
mailto:ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/service-outreach/cwl/
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2022  

Christmas Season 
 Mass Times 

Sat. Dec. 24: Na vity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve 

· 5 PM Live streamed? 
· 8 PM 
· 10 PM 

Sun. Dec. 25: Na vity of Our Lord - Christmas Day 

·   10 AM 

Sat. Dec. 31: Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

· 5 PM 

Sun. Jan. 1: Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

· 10 AM  

· 12 Noon 

· 7 PM 

  

Holy Spirit Penitential Service : Tues., Dec. 13 @ 7 PM 
  

Other options for Advent Sacrament of Reconciliation  
@ Parishes located in City of Saskatoon 



“There is no single step that can eliminate the pain felt by residential school survivors, but by 
listening, seeking relationships, and working collaboratively where we are able, we hope to learn 
how to walk together in a new path of hope.” – Calgary Bishop William McGratten, CCCB vice-president. 

PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES!!! 
Dec. 17 & 18 - Parish offering envelopes  

will be on tables in the back of the church. 

(Those who use the large box of envelopes only.) 

When using the remainder of your 2022 envelopes, please: 
•  include your name on your offering envelopes  

as we have made changes in our data system and this will be very helpful in the process.   
                 Thank you! 

What: The Little Mermaid Drama Production 

Where: Evan Hardy  

When: 6:30 pm, Mon. Dec. 12th (Show starts @7, runtime is 2-
2.5 hours)  you can get picked up straight after, or walk with us to 
Tim Hortons on 8th St. and have hot chocolate on us and get 
picked up at 10 from Tim's.  

Youth Group 

Please buy tickets beforehand . If this is an issue, please message Krista: kristaschreiter@gmail.com 
Please let me know if you're coming so we can look out for you! Can't wait to see you! 

Special Collection for the Catholic TRC Healing Response Dec. 11 -  A second 

collection will be held in parishes across the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon on the 
Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 11, 2022, as part of our diocesan contribution to the $30-
million national Catholic financial pledge to support healing and reconciliation initiatives 
for residential school survivors and their communities. For more information about our 
diocesan commitment of $250,000 per year over five years, about the vision of our local 
diocesan TRC Discernment Circle, or to make a donation online, please see the Diocese of 
Saskatoon Catholic Foundation website at: https://dscf.ca/trc/  

mailto:kristaschreiter@gmail.com
https://dscf.ca/trc/


2022 CHRISTMAS HAMPER MINISTRY 
 
  

"The spirit of the Lord God is upon me. . .   
he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor..." Isaiah 61 

 
  

Holy Spirit Parish is supporting the ministry of St. Mary's Parish in Saskatoon to supply 
Christmas provisions to those in need. The need is greater than ever.  

  

This year we are asking for monetary donations only.  
 You can contribute by: 

 

 mailing a cheque to: Holy Spirit Parish 
114 Kingsmere Place 
Saskatoon, SK   S7J 3V7 

Please make all cheques to Holy Spirit Parish be sure to write:   
‘Christmas Hamper Ministry’ in the memo line/on the envelope! 
 

 dropping off your gift at the church; there is a mail slot in the door.   
interac e-transfer online banking:  send e-transfer to:                   
finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (auto deposit, no password needed).   
Please put your full name, envelope number (if you have one), and ‘Christmas 
Hamper Ministry’ in the message box. 
 

Income tax receipts will be issued for all donations. 
If you have any questions please contact Kelly: 

306-374-1425, or email kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca. 
 

 Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  
Thank you for bringing Christmas joy to your brothers and sisters.   

May God bless you abundantly. 

St. Mary’s Parish would like to include brand new adult puzzles of 
500 pieces and up in their Christmas Hampers. If you would like to 
donate new adult puzzles, please put in the basket at the hospitality 
desk in the welcome area or drop off to the church office. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

Christmas Hamper Puzzle Donations 

St. Mary’s Parish is requesting help to deliver Christmas  
hampers. If you are able to help deliver, please go to St. Mary’s  
Parish Hall on Thursday December 22nd beginning at 1 pm.  
          Thank you! 

mailto:finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca


Hallow’s #Pray25 Challenge 

Holy Spirit Parish has received a subscription to 
FORMED ‘free’ from an anonymous donor.  It is 
full of Catholic content from movies, documen-
taries, podcasts and more.  This is an excellent 
resource for learning about saints during No-
vember and resources for  Advent! There is 
something for everyone in the family!   

Join Dynamic Catholic for the BEST ADVENT EVER Email Program  

CatholicLink is an awesome resource for Advent 
and so much more! 

This will be A SIGN FOR YOU’  
Celebrate Advent with a daily, 
prayerful journey toward the 
joy of Christmas. This booklet 
is a thorough, thoughtful medi-
tation on the Incarnation: God 
becomes a man—God with us. 
Let this fusion of God’s Word, 
the genius of Henri Nouwen 
and the faith-filled writing craft 
of Christopher Klofft enrich 
your Advent. This booklet fea-
tures a page-a-day format of 

Scripture readings, reflections and prayers, offering a 
springboard for your quiet times during this holy sea-
son. Pick up your FREE  copy in the Place of Welcome! 

Click the QR code to get 3 mos. free! 

Reconciliation - Tuesday, Dec. 13  
7 PM @ Holy Spirit Parish  

PENITENTIAL SERVICE & adoration 

https://vimeo.com/139714262
https://formed.org/signup
https://vimeo.com/139714262
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent.html
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/
https://catholic-link.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOXOmA4bldc&t=60s&ab_channel=LifeTeen
https://catholic-link.org/11-things-commit-confession-regularly/


CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS - RCIA 
Thinking about becoming Catholic?  Have questions about our Catholic faith? Do 
you know someone who would like to learn about the Catholic faith?  Call 306-374-

2022-23 INFANT BAPTISM  2022-2023 BAPTISM SCHEDULE  
 

Do you have a new baby and would like to baptize him/her?  Perhaps you’re expecting a new 
baby? If either of these are true for you. I would love to hear from you! 
If you have attended a baptism preparation session in the past couple of years you may not need 
to take prep sessions before the baptism. If you are brand new parents or have not taken any 
baptism prep sessions. please contact me to register  for the prep sessions and the baptism of 

your child at 306-374-1425 or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca. I am happy to answer any questions you may have 
and we can talk about both the prep sessions and the celebration itself. I am looking forward to hearing from you! 
 ~ Sharon Powell – Faith Formation Coordinator  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Witness to Love is a new approach to marriage preparation and renewal. This 
program connects couples to their parishes through mentors and powerful online 
resources. It prepares couples for a sacramental marriage and fosters their 

transition into a welcoming community of faith before and after they are married. For information and to register 
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 
For the past few years we have had inquiries from parents of children who were not 
baptized as infants and their child is now showing a keen interest in receiving the 
sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion).  

To try to meet this need we have created a process for school-aged children who would like to receive the 
sacraments.  For more information please contact Sharon at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425. 

Holy Spirit and McClure United have a shared 
covenant in the spirit of Ecumenism. To keep in the 
loop with our friends and neighbours we have 
exchanged website  information so  that we can all 
keep in touch.  Please keep  McClure United Church 
staff and parishioners In your prayers!   Click the image to check out their website. 

ways to submit parish donations:  

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish 

website, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form  

2. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the 

message box along with any special offering designation. 

3. Parish Offertory:  https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/ 

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place,  Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot.  

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/faith-formation/baptism/
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:ngursky@sasktel.net
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
https://mcclureunitedchurch.org/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/


 

ST PATRICK PARISH SIMBANG GABI 
• Thursday, Dec. 15  – 7:00 pm 

• Friday, Dec 16 – 7:00 pm 

• Saturday, Dec 17 –  7:00 pm 

• Sunday, Dec 18 –  7:00 pm 

• Monday, Dec 19  –  7:00 pm 

• Tuesday, Dec  20 –  7:00 pm 

• Wednesday, Dec  21 –  7:00 pm 

• Thursday, Dec  22 –  7:00 pm 

• Friday, Dec  23 –  7:00 pm   

(with Bishop Mark Hagemoen) 

HOLY FAMILY CATHEDRAL SIMBANG GABI 
  

• Friday, Dec 16  – 7:00 pm 

• Saturday, Dec 17 – 7:00 pm 

• Sunday, Dec 18 – 6:30 pm 

 (after Children’s Christmas Concert) 

• Tuesday, Dec  20 – 8:00 pm 

 (after Children’s Christmas Concert)    

• Wednesday, Dec. 21 -7 pm 

• Thursday, Dec 22 - 7 pm 

• Friday, Dec 23 - 7 pm 

• Saturday, Dec 24 4:30 pm  

 (Christmas Eve Mass with Bishop Mark Hagemoen) 



Dec. 12 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

National Day of Prayer in 

Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples
Diocesan Prayer 

We give thanks for 
the relationship between 

Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples of 

Canada, and for the blessing 
of cultures and traditions, as 

well as for the gifts of creation 
that we share. Creator God, 
please walk with us and help 

us to embrace our mutual 
journey toward truth and 

reconciliation. Guide us to 
healing and peace, and 
awaken in all a spirit of 

compassion, justice, 
community and friendship.  

6   In all things we are rooted in Christ, 
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples. 

Diocesan Bulletin  
 

Dec. 11, 2022 - Third Sunday of Advent

Upcoming Events

1
https://rcdos.ca

Knights of Columbus - Brother’s Keepers Men’s 
Breakfast will be held from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 
at Queen’s House, Saskatoon. Call Brendan at (306) 242-1916. 
 
“O Come Let Us Adore” Christmas Concert will be held at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18 at St. Augustine Parish, Humboldt. 
Entrance by donation, raffle prizes, treats to follow. 
 
Adult faith diocesan Awaken series – “The Eucharist: 
Christ Our Sustainer” will be held Tuesday evenings in 
January from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 with 
Fr. Stefano Penna, held at Holy Spirit Church, 114 Kingsmere 
Place, Saskatoon. Participants will come to a deeper 
understanding of why the Eucharist is, as Vatican II states: "The 
Source and Summit of the Christian Life." Cost: $40 for series. 
Register at: https://form.jotform.com/222236197984264 or 
for more information call Astrid Alas at (306) 659-5858 or e-mail 
amalas@rcdos.ca 

Jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Saskatoon, St. Thomas More College, and Greater 

Saskatoon Catholic Schools, this online program is led 
by teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous instructors, 

modelling respectful and reconciling relationships. 
 

Cost: $200 per course (some funding assistance available) 
No pre-requisite is necessary to take Course 2.  

Those completing all four courses will earn a ministry certificate. 
 

Information and Registration: 
rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education

Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader 
Ministry Education Program 

Course 2: Indigenous-Settler Relationship 
Jan. 10, 2023 to March 7, 2023 

4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday afternoons

Diocesan Collection for the Catholic 
TRC Healing Response Dec. 11  

A second collection will be held in parishes across the 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon on this Third 

Sunday of Advent, Dec. 11, 2022, as part of our 

diocesan contribution to the national Catholic financial  

pledge to support healing and reconciliation initiatives 

for residential school survivors 

and their communities. For more 

information about our diocesan 

commitment of $250,000 per year 

over five years, about the vision of 

our local diocesan TRC 

Discernment Circle, or to make a 

donation online, visit the Catholic Foundation website:  

dscf.ca/trc 
 

“There is no single step that can eliminate the pain felt 
by residential school survivors, but by listening, seeking 

relationships, and working collaboratively where we are able, 
we hope to learn how to walk together in a new path of hope.”  

- CCCB vice-president Bishop William McGratten

Find this year’s message from the Canadian 
Catholic Indigenous Council online at: 

www.cccb.ca

https://rcdos.ca/
https://form.jotform.com/222236197984264.  
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/indigenous-ministry-2/indigenous-ministry-education/
https://dscf.ca/trc/
https://www.cccb.ca/indigenous-peoples/prayer-and-spirituality/national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-people/
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Supported by your gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Simbang Gabi 2022 - The Filipino Catholic community of 
Saskatoon will hold a Novena of pre-Christmas evening Masses 
from Dec. 15 to 23, with celebrations this year at St. Patrick 
Parish, 3339 Centennial Drive, Saskatoon and at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road. Find times and more 
details on the diocesan website at: rcdos.ca/simbang-gabi 
 
Search returns – Registration is now open for students in 
Grades 10-12 to attend the next Search live-in weekend retreat 
in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, to be held Feb. 
24-26, 2023 at E.D. Feehan Catholic School in Saskatoon. 
Youth attending a Search retreat are able to make friends, have 
meaningful discussions and learn more about what it means to 
be a Christian. Small groups, music, activities, prayer time, and 
important talks given by other young people are just a few of 
the things that make the retreat great. Attending Search is a 
powerful way to deepen a close, personal relationship with God, 
make friends and forge lasting memories. Cost for the entire 
weekend is $100. Find more information and registration at 
saskatoonsearch.ca  
 
The Ethics Exchange is a regular event organized by the 
Saskatchewan Health Authority in collaboration with the 
Saskatchewan Cancer Agency and Emmanuel Health. The next 
Ethics Exchange Dec. 14 will explore the emotional impact of 
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) on healthcare providers. 
For more information about the Ethics Exchange, or for other 
inquiries related to health ethics, contact the Catholic Health 
Association of Saskatchewan’s ethicist, Dr. Mary Heilman at 
mary.heilman@saskhealthauthority.ca or 306-655-5197. 
 
Hunger crisis in sub-Saharan Africa: Development and 
Peace-Caritas Canada has set up a special fund in response to 
the deepening hunger crisis across the sub-Saharan region; 
donate online at www2.devp.org or call 1-888-234-8533. All 
donations over $10 are tax deductible. For more information, 
contact provincial Development and Peace animator Michael 
LeBlanc at (306) 205-2334 or mleblanc@devp.org. 
 
CWL Clothing Depot is seeking donations of new items for 
its annual Christmas Sale. Donations help those who are 
struggling  to make ends meet, giving them a joyous opportunity 
to shop for Christmas gifts for their loved ones. Donations can 
be dropped off between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday to Friday 
at 619-20th Street West, Saskatoon (rear entrance of 
Friendship Inn); ring the back doorbell when delivering items. 
 
Prison Outreach at Christmas - The diocesan Restorative 
Ministry Office is seeking donations to purchase small, identical 
gifts for the men. Please send donations “Attention Dianne” to 
the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, 
S7S 1H1 (make cheques out to “DSCF - Restorative Ministry”) 
or give online: dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support 
 
CCCB “Journey Through Advent” reflections are 
released weekly: www.cccb.ca (or in French: www.cecc.ca).

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
Advent confession opportunities and 

Christmas Mass times for many parishes 
across the diocese can be found online at: 

rcdos.ca/advent-christmas-schedule  
Parishes across our diocese have various opportunities for 
confession during Advent. Please check with your local parish 
for up-to-date details or check postings on the Advent-
Christmas schedule at: rcdos.ca/advent-christmas-schedule/ 

 
Upcoming Penitential Services include: 

City of Saskatoon Penitential Services with Confessions:  
• 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 at Holy Spirit Parish, 114 Kingsmere 
Place, Saskatoon 
• 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 14 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720 
Spadina Crescent, Saskatoon 
• 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish, 426 Avenue J South, Saskatoon 
• 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 at St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 1121 
Northumberland Avenue, Saskatoon 
• 7-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16 at Saint Anne Parish, 217 Lenore 
Drive, Saskatoon (in conjunction with Source adoration night) 
• 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20 at St. Mary Parish, 211 Avenue O 
South, Saskatoon 
• 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21 at St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
222 Willow Street (at Melrose Ave.) Saskatoon, with adoration 
 

Rural-area Penitential Services with Confessions:  
• St. Gabriel Parish, Biggar- 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 12 
• Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Martensville -  6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 
• St. Theresa Parish, Rosetown - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 
• St. Augustine Parish, Humboldt - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13 
• Immaculate Conception Parish, Major - 7 p.m. Wed. Dec. 14 
• Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Kerrobert - 7 p.m. Dec. 15 
• St-Philippe-de-Néri Parish, Vonda - 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 
• St. Michael Parish, Cudworth - 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 
• St. Mary Parish, Fox Valley - 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16 
• St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish, Luseland - 5 p.m.  Dec. 16 
• Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Wishart - 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec 20 
• St. Philippe-de-Néri, Vonda - 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15  
• St. Mary Parish, Wynyard - 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21 
• Christ the King, Foam Lake - 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 22 

https://rcdos.ca
https://news.rcdos.ca
https://rcdos.ca/simbang-gabi/
https://saskatoonsearch.ca/
 https://www2.devp.org
https://dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support
https://www.cccb.ca/  
https://www.cecc.ca/
https://rcdos.ca/advent-christmas-schedule
https://rcdos.ca/advent-christmas-schedule/


 

2022 Christmas Season Mass Times 

Sat. Dec. 24: Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve 

 5 PM  in person and live streamed 
 8 PM 
 10 PM 

 
Sun. Dec. 25: Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day 

 10 AM 
 

Sat. Dec. 31: Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

 5 PM 
 

Sun. Jan. 1, 2023: Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

 10 AM  

 12 Noon 

 7 PM 

Printer friendly schedule 
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Third Sunday of Advent (A)
December 11, 2022

The Splendor of God
By Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

“Here is your God!” Who wouldn’t 
run to see this marvel? Isaiah 

tells us what to look for: nature will 
explode with excitement and splendor, 
and the hardships of life will no longer 
hold us captive. Is this really possible, or 
is it merely hopeful poetry? Jesus tells 
the disciples of John the Baptist that it’s 
possible. In fact he, Jesus, is the one who 
has ushered in the kingdom of heaven. 
Since that is true, why don’t you and I 
see it?

The reading from James sheds light 
on this. There is something wondrous 
about earth bringing forth “precious 
fruit” (James 5:7). Our understanding 

of how the development and emergence 
of fruits occur does not make the fact 
of natural growth any less wondrous. 
Farmers know this well. They also know 
that such growth will occur only when 
human labor cooperates with the laws of 
nature designed by God. In other words, 
the farmer provides the labor while God 
provides the life-giving sun and rain.

If our world does not resemble Isaiah’s 
astonishing portrait or the healing that 
Jesus was able to accomplish, might it 
be that we have not done what we can 
to remedy the hardships of life that hold 
so many captive? When God enters our 
lives, he provides us with the power we 
need to change our world, but we must 
be willing to allow that power to work 
through us. If we are open to God in our 
midst, our world will be rich with life 
and healing, and everyone will know that 
God is really here. +

When God enters our lives, 
he provides us  

with the power we need  
to change our world.

A Word from  
Pope Francis 
Advent tells us that it is not 
enough to believe in God: 
it is necessary to purify our 
faith every day. It is a matter 
of preparing ourselves to 
welcome not a fairy-tale 
character, but the God who 
challenges us....The Child 
who lies in the manger has 
the face of our brothers and 
sisters most in need.

Angelus, Rome, December 15, 2019

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10 
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God…he comes to save you. 

James 5:7–10
You too must be patient….because 
the coming of the Lord is at hand

Matthew 11:2–11
The blind regain their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them.

• In what ways might you 
enrich the life of another?

• What can you do to heal the 
broken relationships in your 
life?



© 2022 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptorists. One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057. 
Scripture quotations in this publication are from the New American Bible, revised edition, © 2010, 1991, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC. The Pope Francis quotation is used with 
permission and copyright © 2022 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-9521. Liguori.org.December 11, 2022

The Miracle that Summons Us
By Barbara Hughes

I ’ve always been a morning person. 
It’s possible that my body clock was 

genetically programmed to rise with the 
morning sun, but more than likely it was 
the demands of a busy life that would 
awaken me during the predawn hours. 
But regardless of the genesis, somewhere 
along the road to adulthood, the early-
morning hours became sacred. 

As the size of our family increased, so 
did the need for my holy hour with God. 
I might spend the time reading Scripture, 
praying the rosary, or simply pouring out 
my heart to God. How I spend the time 
has become less important than entering 
the sacred space where I meet the person 
I truly am: a beloved child of God, not 
because of anything I do, but because 
of who God is. Knowing this helps keep 
the past in right perspective, allows me 
to celebrate the present, and prepares 
me for the day ahead. Watching and 
waiting during the time before the sun 
rises remains a guilt-free luxury, not so 
different from the season of Advent.

The way I see it, Advent is to 
Christmas as dawn is to daylight, an 
occasion for humble expectation and 
joyful celebration when time seems still. 
It heralds the rising of the Son from 
the night of sin, inviting Christians to 
ponder the mystery of Christ’s threefold 
coming: in history, with us now, and in 
anticipation of his Second Coming. 

Such a regal liturgical season calls 
for purple vestments, greenery, and the 
lighting of candles. Transcending the 

barriers of time that once held the world 
in bondage, Advent calls forth age-old 
stories about Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth 
and Zechariah. No longer distant figures 
from the past, these saints bid hearts to 
prepare for the birth that is ever ancient, 
ever new.

During the predawn days before 
Christmas, the communal celebration 
becomes personal when Mary’s fiat 
invites me to say yes to God and when 
Elizabeth’s greeting challenges me to see 
Jesus in the face of a weary salesclerk. 
When life’s events rob my soul of peace, 
Joseph reminds me to trust God, and 
when self-doubt threatens to steal my 
identity as a child of God, Zechariah 
invites me to sit in silent prayer and 
breathe in love’s miracles.

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
December 12–17

Monday, Our Lady of Guadalupe:  
Zec 2:14–17 or Rev 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 
10ab / Lk 1:26–38 or Lk 1:39–47

Tuesday, St. Lucy:  
Zep 3:1–2, 9–13 / Mt 21:28–32

Wednesday, St. John of the Cross: 
Is 45:6c–8, 18, 21c–25 / Lk 7:18b–23

Thursday, Advent Weekday:  
Is 54:1–10 / Lk 7:24–30 

Friday, Advent Weekday:  
Is 56:1–3a, 6–8 / Jn 5:33–36

Saturday, Advent Weekday:  
Gn 49:2, 8–10 / Mt 1:1–17

Lord Jesus, so that  
every person on this earth  
may know they are loved,  
we pray— Be born in us,  

be born in our world.
The Redemptorists

Some have called Christmas a magical 
season, but there’s nothing magical about 
God becoming man. The Incarnation is 
a mystery and the miracle that summons 
Christians to receive the Infant God anew, 
for once again a new day is dawning.

As the beloved of God, we are being 
transformed. Ever mindful of his coming, 
we prepare for the long-awaited birth. 
Joyfully, we acknowledge the presence 
of Christ with us here and now, even as 
we watch and pray, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.” +

This article was first published in Liguorian, a 
bimonthly magazine from the Redemptorists. 
To subscribe or give a gift subscription, go to 
Liguorian.org or call 866-848-2492. 

Some have called Christmas 
a magical season,  

but there’s nothing magical 
about God becoming man.



Sunday, Dec 11, 2022
'Tis the season to be generous
Seasonal gift-giving was originally an expression of generosity
toward the needy. These days, gift-giving has become many other
things, including a source of anxiety or obligation, mindless
consumerism, one-upmanship, and often, an annual occasion of
snowballing debt. The gifts Jesus brings are different—they are
restorative, occasions of good news. Consider offering gifts that fill
hearts, not closets. Heifer International, World Wildlife Fund, and
PlanUSA are among the many organizations that accept donations
in directed ways to honor your loved ones.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-
11 (7). "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain
their sight, the lame walk . . . and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them."

Monday, Dec 12, 2022
We’re good enough for God
The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego in
December 1531 is reminiscent of the appearance of the angel
Gabriel to Mary. Juan and the young Mary were both
understandably overwhelmed by what was asked of them. In the
Gospel of Luke, Mary is “greatly troubled at what was said.”
According to later accounts, Juan told Our Lady to pick someone
of higher standing as messenger, since he was a “man of no
importance.” But by accepting the challenge, a Jewish peasant girl
became the Mother of God, and an indigenous Mexican
persevered in getting a church built in Our Lady’s honor. Today,
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City is the most-
visited Catholic shrine in the world. Think you’re not good enough
for God’s plan? Trust that God equips us all for what we’re called
to do.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-
6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 (690A). “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.”

Tuesday, Dec 13, 2022
Follow the light
Lucy, whose name means “light,” is a great saint for these
darkening days of Advent. Her name and example personify the
“light” mentioned throughout the Bible, not only Isaiah’s promises
of a future messiah—“people who walk in darkness will see a
great light”—but Jesus, who called himself the “Light of the World”,
while also calling us the same. Scandinavian celebrations of Lucy,
with a crown of candles on her head, remind us that she fed
persecuted Christians hiding in the catacombs, affixing candles to
her head in order to use both hands to serve. How will you be a
light to the world today?

MEMORIAL OF LUCY, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 (188).
“Take refuge in the name of the Lord.”

Wednesday, Dec 14, 2022
In the darkness, a great light
One of multiple doctors of the church celebrated this month, Saint
John of the Cross was a renowned priest and friar in Spain,
descended from a line of “conversos” (Iberian Jewish converts to
Catholicism). A contemporary of another Carmelite saint, Teresa
of Ávila, John was, like her, a mystic whose writings have lived far

beyond his own lifetime as classics of European literature. His
seminal work, the poem “Dark Night of the Soul,” is the basis of a
widely held tenant of spirituality involving spiritual distress as a
part of searching and growth. (We all have our “dark nights of the
soul.”) His “Ascent of Mount Carmel” is likewise widely revered. In
this season of holy joy as we celebrate the approach of the
Messiah, may we likewise honor the legacy of the humble Catholic
friar of Jewish descent whose profound and mystical faith has
inspired millions the world over.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, CARMELITE PRIEST,
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189).
“And Jesus said to them in reply, ‘Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard.’”

Thursday, Dec 15, 2022
The greatest gifts are priceless
The tradition of Christmas gift-giving can be uncomfortable for
those wanting to take seriously Catholic teaching about the
environment and consumerism. Fortunately, more and more
people are open to alternatives: gifts of time or special skills, gifts
made from household items, gifts to charitable causes in loved
ones’ names. How can you celebrate creatively, in keeping with
the spirit of Christmas?

ADVENT WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 (190). “I tell you,
among those born of women, no one is greater than John.”

Friday, Dec 16, 2022
Truly right and just
The prophet Isaiah tells the Israelites to “observe what is right, do
what is just.” No easy task, often leading us to ask for some
guidance. Fortunately, Jesus showed us the way. As we await the
celebration of Christ’s coming, take a moment to ponder some of
the examples of right and just living Jesus gave us, such as caring
for outcasts, being a healing presence, praying, evangelizing, and
forgiving. Simply put, follow Christ’s advice to love God and your
neighbor as yourself and to count your blessings, and let Christ
take care of the rest.

ADVENT WEEKDAY
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 (191). “These
works that I perform testify on my behalf that the Father has sent
me.”

Saturday, Dec 17, 2022
Dip into God’s wisdom
Today we begin the recitation of the O Antiphons. The church
sings these seven lines during evening prayers (vespers) on the
last seven days of Advent, and also uses them as the Alleluia
Verse during the daily Mass. Each antiphon is a title for Christ
taken from the Book of Isaiah. They go back to an unknown
source some 1,500 years ago in medieval Europe, and all begin
with "O," thus known as the “O Antiphons." Take an opportunity
today to connect to this ancient tradition by enjoying sung versions
and explanations of the antiphons on the internet, starting with
today's antiphon, O Wisdom.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O WISDOM)
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193). “The
mountains shall yield peace for the people, and the hills justice.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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ETHICS EXCHANGE  
Monthly Discussions of complex issues for  

SHA staff and clinicians 

 

December 14 2022 
11:00 am—12:00 pm 

 

If you have any questions regarding this Ethics Presentation,  

please contact ethics@saskhealthauthority.ca    

SPEAKER TOPIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Dr. Saumil Dholakia  
Assistant Professor- 
Department of  
Mental Health—The  
Ottawa Hospital and 
Department of  
Psychiatry-University 
of Ottawa 
 
Dr. Alireza Bagheri, 
Ethicist, Prince Albert 
and Integrated  
Northern Health 

Medical Assistance in 
Dying (MAiD): 

The Emotional Impact 
on Healthcare Providers 

 Using a humanistic critical lens, 
this session aims to explore the 
intersection of Medical Assistance 
in Dying (MAiD) and mental 
health care, and the emotional 
impact these have on health care 
professionals.  
        

 WebEx Presentation: 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN  
Meeting number (access code):  2632 603 5084 

Meeting password:   Frt359eaQSU    

mailto:ethics@saskhealthauthority.ca
https://skhealth.webex.com/skhealth/j.php?MTID=m823a74473b053b54888a5efe4930316d



