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Let Us Pray
•

For the sick, today we pray for: Betty Anne Tomney,
Celena Komarnicki, Ron Hittel, Larry Shepel, Bob
Kudel, Bernie Kudel, Stan Wormsbecker, Pauline
Cameron, Andy Elder, David Filko, we pray to the
Lord.
• For all those who have died, today we remember;
Isabel Stumpf, Florence Gallagher, Dominic Zyla,
and on the anniversary of death; Emil Lychak, we
pray to the Lord.
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Join Us for
Weekday Mass
Tues. - Fri. @ 8:30am

“As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to
the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.”

Visit holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
@ 1:30 PM
IN THE CHURCH HALL
MARK your calendars!
We will meet every second Thursday

WE NEED YOU!!! Sept. 19 -23th
In preparation for the 2022 Bishop’s Annual
Appeal we have packages for each family to
distribute on the weekend of September 24/25.
We need people to assist in organizing the
packages. If you have any spare time this week to help us please call 306-374-1425 or
email sgranger@rcdos.ca .

Reminder

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Questions or want to join? questions call:
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930
2022 JUNE NEWSLETTER
HOLY SPIRIT CWL WEBPAGE

CWL book club is reading Where
the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. Responses from those who
have read the book are overwhelmingly "Wow".
If you wish to join our Book Club,
please call me, I have a books I
can lend out. We will discuss
the book on Tuesday Sept. 20 at
1:30 in Conference Room C.
Adele 306 374 7524

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905
Thinking about joining?
Have questions?
Email: Eric Lautsch
ericdlautsch@rocketmail.com

Living With Christ - October issues
are available for purchase in the
place of welcome for $3.50 each.

CWL

THIS WEEKEND REMINDER!

Refugee Donation Sign-Up Sheet
The family of four persecuted Christians from Pakistan will be arriving from Thailand on September 23!
To set up their new apartment, Holy Spirit’s Refugee
Committee is still in need of some items. A sign-up
sheet for donations will be set up after each Mass this
weekend for you to consider a donation. We will
mainly need a few household items, new or gently
used children’s toys (ages two and four) and gift cards
for food and clothing. Please continue to pray for our
family’s safe arrival and smooth transition. Thank
you!!

The 40 Hours for Life Campaign will begin on Wednesday Sept 21. This event
will be slightly modified from previous years, due to the 50 meter Bubble Zone in
place around the hospitals in Saskatchewan. This years campaign will be on the corner of Queen Street and 4th Avenue. There will be 3 one hour time slots from 9 am
to Noon on Mondays to Fridays. Signs are provided. Please help advocate for the protection of human life within
the womb during this campaign. Come as often as you are able and the team captain for each time slot will assist
you with signage and literature. The campaign will end on Friday October 28. For more information contact Louis
306-249-2764.
Campaign Life Coalition Saskatchewan will be hosting the annual Life Chain on Sunday Oct 2, 2 pm to 3 pm,
on the corner of Idylwyld Drive and 22nd Street in Saskatoon. Signs are provided. Please plan to attend to show
your support for the life from conception to natural death. For more information contact Louis 306-249-2764.

HOLY SPIRIT CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Gr. 3-8
Practices are Wednesdays 3:45-5:00pm
starting September 21
Are you interested in singing? Come join the Children’s Choir! We will be singing once a month at
10am Mass starting October 16th. No need to pre-register, just come to our first practice.
Contact Maria Gursky for more information: 306.371.4550

MINISTRY OF CARE
If you need prayer, support, a visit (with the Eucharist or otherwise), Anointing of
the Sick, or assistance with funeral planning, Ministry of Care is just a phone call
or email away. Please contact:
Kelly Wormsbecker

kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

Pastoral Associate, Ministry of Care

306-374-1425

2022-23 INFANT BAPTISM
Do you have a new baby and would like to baptize him/her? Perhaps you expecting a new

baby? If either of these are true for you. I would love to hear from you!
If you have attended a baptism preparation session in the past couple of years you may not need to take
prep sessions before the baptism. If you are brand new parents or have not taken any baptism prep
sessions. please contact me to register for the prep sessions and the baptism of your child at 306-3741425 or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca. I am happy to answer any questions you may have and we can
talk about both the prep sessions and the celebration itself. I am looking forward to hearing from you!
~ Sharon Powell – Faith Formation Coordinator
2022-2023 BAPTISM SCHEDULE
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
For the past few years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of children who have not
been baptized as infants and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments
of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 15 years who would like to
explore the possibility of being baptized and also receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
If your child has been questioning I would love to talk with your family. I look forward to telling you more about this
encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS - RCIA
Thinking about becoming Catholic? Have questions about our Catholic faith? Do you know
someone who would like to learn about the Catholic faith? Call 306-374-1425 or email
egratton@rcdos.ca.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Witness to Love is a new approach to marriage preparation and renewal. This
program connects couples to their parishes through mentors and powerful online
resources. It prepares couples for a sacramental marriage and fosters their transition
into a welcoming community of faith before and after they are married. For information and to register contact Nicole
Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email ngursky@sasktel.net.

Click the image to check out their website.

Holy Spirit and McClure United have a shared
covenant in the spirit of Ecumenism. To keep in
the loop with our friends and neighbours we have
exchanged website information so that we can all
keep in touch. Please keep McClure United
Church staff and parishioners In your prayers!

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH
ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish
website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the
message box along with any special offering designation.
3. Parish Offertory: https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7
5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put envelopes into the office door mail slot.
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events
Transitions - Are you recently divorced or separated?
Have you tried and tried but it feels like the hurt will never go
away? Transitions is a nine-week journey offering support,
encouragement and healing to those who suffer from the pain
of marriage breakdown. This program is facilitated by those who
have also been on this journey and have found some healing.
Transitions will be held at 6 p.m. Mondays, Sept. 26 to Nov. 28
at Holy Spirit Parish, 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon. Cost:
$30. To register or for more information, please contact Sharon
Powell at spowell@rcdos.ca or call (306) 374-1425.

Indigenous Pastoral and
Lay Leader Ministry Education:
Course 1: Introduction to First Nations Studies
Sept. 20 to Nov. 15
Courses are held online from 4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays. Cost: $200 per course (bursaries available).
Find more information, register, and/or check out
thoughtful reflections from previous participants at:
r c dos .c a /indige nous -m inis tr y -e d u cat i o n

Faith enrichment events in our diocese:

by the Irene and Doug Schmeiser Centre for Faith, Reason,
Peace, and Justice Sept. 21 and 22 at St. Thomas More
College. Saskatoon, in-person and online. Find the full
conference schedule and registration at www.eventbrite.ca

Adult Faith Opening Mass – Join Bishop Hagemoen for
celebration of Mass at 7 p.m. Wednesday Sept. 21, at the
Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Rd, Saskatoon, as
the RC Diocese of Saskatoon launches the new Adult Faith
program year. Refreshments and fellowship to follow.

40 Hours for Life public witness begins Wednesday, Sept. 21

A Called and Gifted workshop for discerning the gifts of

on the corner of Queen Street and 4th Avenue in Saskatoon.
There will be three one-hour time slots available from 9 a.m. to
noon Monday to Friday until Oct. 28. Signs are provided. For
more information contact Louis at (306) 249-2764.

the Holy Spirit will be held from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 23 and 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, held
at Holy Spirit Parish, 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon. Cost
is $85 per person (includes lunch). Register online at
https://form.jotform.com/221864978984277 or contact
Sr. Malou Tibayan at mtibayan@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5843.
Uncover how the Holy Spirit is working in your life!

“Islam, Peace and Justice Conference” will be presented

Columbus Bosco Homes Annual Corn Roast Fundraiser
will be held 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22 at the Farm School,
10 mins. northeast of Saskatoon. This fundraiser helps support
at-risk youth in an educational/farm setting. Meal tickets are $25
each and are available from Lorne Keller at (306) 227-7576.
Pregnancy Options Centre “Dare to Imagine” Gala and
Online Silent Auction will be held Friday, Sept. 23 at
Prairieland, Saskatoon. Tickets are free. Doors open at 5:30
p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m. (The silent auction started Sept.
13). To host a table, get tickets or obtain the link for the auction:
(306) 665-7550 or contact@saskatoonpregnancyoptions.com

Development and Peace Caritas Canada will continue with
the “People and Planet First” campaign this fall, again asking
the federal government to pass legislation holding accountable
Canadian companies operating abroad. All are welcome to
attend a national launch webinar Saturday, Sept. 24 at 11:30
a.m. SK time. Contact animator Michael LeBlanc at (306) 2052334 or mleblanc@devp.org for more information.
“Peace, Faith, and Humanity in Times of Crisis” lecture
with guest speaker General Roméo Dallaire will be held at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 28 at the Fr. O’Donnell Auditorium at
St. Thomas More College, Saskatoon, presented by The Leslie
and Irene Dubé Chair for Catholic Studies. Registration is
required: www.eventbrite.ca

Awaken Sessions – “A Christian Witness in the World”
is a new five-part ministry series held 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 and Nov. 1, at Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 1235-12th St. E. in Saskatoon. Cost is $40
per person for the five-part diocesan series. Register online
at: https://form.jotform.com/222235632190246 or for
more info contact Jennifer Petersen at jpetersen@rcdos.ca
or (306) 659-5858. Presentations include: John Hickey,
evangelization in the family Oct. 4; Jackie Saretsky, Horizons
of Hope toolkit for palliative care, Part 1 on Oct. 11, Part 2 on
Oct. 18; Myron Rogal, human trafficking in our communities,
“From Harm to Hope” Oct. 25; and Dr. Jan Bigland-Pritchard,
refugee ministry, “It’s Complicated” Nov. 1.

A Transform Conference featuring author and speaker
Michael Hall will be held from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 15 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family in Saskatoon.
Cost is $30 per person (includes lunch). Register online at
https://form.jotform.com/222364879074263 or contact
John Hickey, jhickey@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5847.
Adult Faith events are supported by your gifts
to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal - dscf.ca / baa

Message Board
CWL bus from Saskatoon available to National Day of
Healing event: Miyo Wiciwitowin “We Walk Together” on
Thursday, Sept. 29 at Mosaic Stadium, Regina. This is a day
for Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities to come
together to share in truth with the purpose of inspiring action. St.
John Bosco Parish CWL has chartered a bus from Saskatoon
to this event. Bus ticket: $40/ person; cash, cheque, or etransfer to Michelle Berzolla at mitchberz@sasktel.net. The
event itself is free. Concession on site; plan to bring or buy your
own lunch and snacks; dress according to the weather; face
masks optional, bring your own hand sanitizer. The bus will
leave at 6 a.m. sharp from St. John Bosco parking lot, 202
Avenue O South, Saskatoon, Sept. 29, and will return by 6 p.m.

Response to Flooding in Pakistan – Development and
Peace Caritas Canada is calling on Canadians to give
generously right now to assist with emergency response to the
flooding in Pakistan, as the Government of Canada is matching
donations (up to $3 million) until Sept. 28, 2022. Development
and Peace is participating in this Humanitarian Coalition effort
as a member of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Development
and Peace Caritas Canada is also working with Caritas
Pakistan. Donate online at www2.devp.org/en/donate or call
toll free 1-888-234-8533 or send a labelled donation to
Development and Peace Caritas Canada, 1425 RenéLévesque Blvd West, 3rd Floor Montréal, Québec H3G 1T7.

Life Chain 2022 - Campaign Life Coalition Saskatchewan
will be hosting the annual Life Chain from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday Oct 2 on the corner of Idylwyld Drive and 22nd Street
in Saskatoon. Signs are provided. Please plan to attend to show
your support for the life from conception to natural death. For
more information contact Louis at (306) 249-2764.

Introduction to Centring Prayer led by Fr. Kevin McGee
and Marge Copeland, will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 8 at St. Mary’s Parish, 211 Ave. O S, Saskatoon.
Cost: $50, paid on arrival (refreshments and a soup lunch
provided). Follow-up sessions, building on the introduction, will
be held from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Oct. 15, Oct. 22, and Oct. 29.
Centring Prayer is rooted in the Word of God in Scripture and
the indwelling Trinity, focused on deepening of a relationship
with Jesus Christ. Contact Marge Copeland at (306) 230-8803.

Employment Opportunities
The Ukrainian Catholic Foundation of Saskatchewan
(UCFSask) is seeking an Executive Director to achieve
stewardship and fundraising goals of the Eparchy of
Saskatoon. Find the full job description at www.skeparchy.org.
Apply to: UCFSask Executive Director, 214 Ave. M South,
Saskatoon S7M 2K4, or admin@ucfsask.org by Sept. 26.
The Archdiocese of Grouard-McLennan in Grande
Prairie, AB is seeking an Execuive Director responsible
for administrative support to the Archbishop and other chancery
officials. Find more info at rcdos.ca/employment. Apply to
jobs.agm@outlook.com or Archdiocese of Grouard-McLennan,
10301-102 St., Grande Prairie, AB T8V 2W2 by Oct. 7.
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Bishop’s Annual Appeal “Serving Others”
The Appeal launches this weekend in our diocese!
Please pick up the BAA Newsletter at your local parish
for more info and/or visit the website at: dscf.ca/baa.
Your gifts support a range of ministry, evangelization,
formation and outreach, as together we are “Serving
Others!” You can make a gift to the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal at your local parish, online at dscf.ca/baa,
or by electronic transfer to: e-transferBAA@dscf.ca
or call (306) 659-5851 for more information.

Bishop’s Annual Appeal Prayer:
Oh Lord, giver of life and source of our freedom,
we are reminded that Yours is “the earth in its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it” (Psalm 24:1).
We know that it is from your hand that we have received
all that we have, all that we are, and all that we will be.
Gracious and loving God, we understand that you call us
to be the stewards of your abundance, the caretakers
of all you have entrusted to us. Help us always to
use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them
generously. May our faithful stewardship bear
witness to the love of Christ in our lives. We pray this
with grateful hearts in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Rachel's Vineyard Ministry of SK 2022 Retreat - Are you
hurting because of an abortion? Rachel's Vineyard is a safe
place to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion.
Weekend retreats offer a supportive, confidential and nonjudgmental environment where women and men can express,
release and reconcile painful post-abortion emotions to begin
the process of restoration, renewal and healing. The next retreat
in Saskatchewan will be held Oct. 14-16. To register or to speak
to someone confidentially, please contact Elaine at 1-306-4808911 or r.vineyardsk@sasktel.net
Diocesan Prayer - Compassionate Healers’ Mass Sept. 18
We pray that the sick, the suffering, and those in hospital will
experience the healing power of Christ and find comfort and hope
in Christ’s constant presence. We pray that healthcare workers
in every setting will be a light to others and a testament to Christ’s
compassion. And we pray that those supporting family members
through health challenges may find in themselves the generous
hands of Christ, and the strength to offer healing and hope,
especially when more is asked than they feel able to give.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication of
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: kya w ors ki@ rc dos .c a
https://r cdos.ca
https://new s. rcdos. ca
Supported by your gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Sep 18, 2022
Tell the greatest stories ever
On this Catechetical Sunday, we lift up those who give instruction
as religion teachers, homilists, RCIA directors, spiritual writers,
and retreat leaders. Catechism doesn't have to be dull. Fantasy
writer George McDonald made spiritual realities come alive. His
stories inspired C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Mark Twain, and J.M.
Barrie to do the same. Want better leadership in government,
businesses, parishes? Look for good storytellers. As Pope Francis
said in his 2020 address to communicators, "Each of us knows
different stories that have the fragrance of the Gospel, that have
borne witness to the Love that transforms life. These stories cry
out to be shared!"
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 8:4-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13
(135). “I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and
thanksgivings be offered . . . for kings and for all in authority.”

Monday, Sep 19, 2022
See the miracles in everyday life
Little is known about the life of Januarius, a bishop and martyr who
died in the year 305, but he’s famous for a miracle that continues
to happen all these centuries later. Three times a year in the
cathedral in Naples, Italy, the faithful gather to witness a sample of
his blood, kept in sealed glass, liquify and even bubble. There is
no definitive explanation, and the blood cannot be studied since
the vial is not allowed to be opened out of fear of permanent
damage. Sound incredible? Some say yes. But does it even
compare to the extraordinary tenets of your faith? Now that’s
something much more consequential to marvel—every day of the
year.
MEMORIAL OF JANUARIUS, BISHOP, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Proverbs 3:27-34; Luke 8:16-18 (449). “For there
is nothing hidden that will not become visible, and nothing secret
that will not be known and come to light.”

Tuesday, Sep 20, 2022
Companions on the journey
South Korea has one of the largest Catholic populations in all of
Asia. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn—the first Korean priest—played a role.
As did Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, a lay Catholic born of a martyr who
was martyred himself. In fact, the birth of the Korean church is a
laypeople’s triumph. Pope John Paul II stressed this fact during his
1984 canonization of Tae-gŏn, Ha-sang, and 101 other martyrs:
"Even though the Christians in the first half century had only two
priests from China to assist them for a time, they deepened their
unity in Christ through prayer and fraternal love. . . . The splendid
flowering of the Church in Korea today is indeed the fruit of the
heroic witness of the Martyrs." We, too, are called to be
companions to the martyrs in building up the Body of Christ.
MEMORIAL OF ANDREW KIM TAE-GŎN, PRIEST, AND PAUL
CHŎNG HA-SANG, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
TODAY'S READINGS: Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13; Luke 8:19-21 (450). “My
mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and
act on it.”

this, he was persona non grata in the Jewish community. It was
the occupying Romans who demanded those taxes, so Matthew
and his fellow taxmen were seen as collaborators. From the very
beginning of his ministry, Jesus laid out the invitation to break out
of righteous categories and see beyond narrow prejudices. A
reminder for us to do the same.
FEAST OF MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Matthew 9:9-13 (643). “I
did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

Thursday, Sep 22, 2022
Celebrate Earth, our common home
Many Catholics are still getting used to the Season of Creation,
which spans the period from September 1 (World Day of Prayer
for the Care for Creation) to October 4 (Feast of Saint Francis of
Assisi). Initiated in 1989 and embraced by Catholics in 2015, this
ecumenical season is meant to celebrate care for our common
home. Leaders encourage the faithful to pray and take action to
honor and preserve our planet. With more than a week left of the
season, there’s time to celebrate in your own style: be it a
prayerful outdoor time, an environmental letter to a legislator, or a
look at the ecology encyclical, Laudato Si’. Seasonofcreation.org
offers even more ideas.
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Luke 9:7-9 (452). “But
Herod said, ‘John I beheaded. Who then is this about whom I hear
such things?’ ”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Friday, Sep 23, 2022
Scripture makes Billboard's Top 10
We don’t often see Bible songs hit the pop music charts. But a
song by singer-songwriter and social activist Pete Seeger did just
that. Written in the late 1950s, the song “Turn! Turn! Turn!” would
explode to international popularity in 1965 when recorded by the
Byrds. Not bad for lyrics written well over 2,000 years ago! The
song is based on the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. Not every
popular use of the Bible turns out well, but Seeger’s did, perhaps
because he left the verses largely intact. Consider other scripture
passages that are music to your ears.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Luke 9:18-22 (453). “There
is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every thing
under the heavens.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Saturday, Sep 24, 2022
The clock is ticking
The Spanish philosopher Miguel de Unamuno is quoted as having
said the entire gospel came down to this phrase: “Wake up!”
That’s something we can all keep in mind and take to heart when
we find ourselves simply going through the motions, sleepwalking
through the day. The Benedictines put it another way: “Keep death
ever before you.” Now that’s a wake-up call if there ever was one!
Do something good, kind, generous—and do it today, while there
is still time!
Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8; Luke 9:43b-45 (454).
“Pay attention to what I am telling you.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Wednesday, Sep 21, 2022
Even tax collectors need a patron
Though we don’t know much about the apostle Matthew—even
whether he was the actual author of the gospel that bears his
name—we do know that he was a tax collector. And because of
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
September 18, 2022

A Word from
Pope Francis

Be Worthy of the
Trust Given You
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

C

ivil or religious authority should
be a service. Public authority is
conferred upon a person by election or
appointment in order to promote the
common good. Far from a career of selfaggrandizement, it’s a call to place the
good of others before one’s own. For this
reason we should obey the instruction of
Saint Paul to Timothy and pray fervently
for those in authority “that we may lead
a quiet and tranquil life” (1 Timothy
2:2).

When speaking about the
responsibility of the rich and those

Sunday Readings
Amos 8:4–7

The Lord has sworn by the pride
of Jacob: Never will I forget a thing
they have done!

1 Timothy 2:1–8
I ask that…prayers…be offered
for everyone, for kings and for all
in authority, that we may lead a
quiet and tranquil life.

Luke 16:1–13 or 16:10–13
The person who is trustworthy
in very small matters is also
trustworthy in great ones.

in authority, Jesus places emphasis
on trustworthiness. Those delegated
authority are there to serve and to
honor the confidence given them.
That’s why financial or political
corruption is so grievous, for the
person wins the trust of others only to
misuse that trust by taking advantage
of them. Nothing could be further
from their mandate. And when trust
is lost in public life and personal
relationships, life becomes a walk
through a valley of fear where we are
governed by self-preservation. Truly
then, we become what the Latins
wrote: “Man is a wolf to man.”
So be worthy of the trust placed in
you by your colleagues and clients;
neighbors, family, and friends. Be
worthy of the confidence God has
bestowed with all the talents he has
given to use for the good of others.
Make your life a responsible gift to
others and rejoice in their flourishing
more than your own! +

Make your life
a responsible gift
to others.

© 2022 Liguori Publications l Liguori.org

Jesus assures us that we are
always in time to put right
with good the harm done.
Those who have caused
tears, make someone
happy; those who have
wrongfully taken, give to
those who are in need.
By doing so, we will be
commended by the Lord.
ANGELUS, ROME, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019

• Am I trustworthy with the
authority and gifts I have
received?
• Do I look more for my own
progress and protection or
that of others?

Do What You Say You’re Going to Do
By Paige Byrne Shortal

T

here is a life lesson in today’s
Gospel: the person who can be
trusted with minor matters, may be
trusted with great matters. Likewise, if
you can’t manage the small stuff, then
forget about dreaming big.

This may seem obvious, but we
deny the obvious every day. For
example, if we overspend our bank
account, don’t we imagine that
having more money is the answer?
For the very poor this may be true,
but sometimes even those who are
comfortable quickly spend their raise
or bonus and before they know it,
they’re overdrawn. There are even
winners of the lottery who, before
they know it, find themselves with a
negative bank balance. When it comes
to money, no matter the amount, there
are only three possibilities: spend what
we have, spend more than we have, or
spend less than we have.
Or think about folks whose houses
are cluttered with too much stuff.
Having a bigger house looks like the
answer and yet it doesn’t take long to
fill up more closets.
We imagine that a “little lie”
is okay. “Fibbing” we call it. Yet,
fibbing here and cheating there and
soon we’re able to tell real whoppers
without giving it much thought.
We imagine that “just a few”
cookies while on our diet won’t
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Harmful habits usually
start with small stuff and
grow from there.
matter too much. Skipping our walk
just for today can’t hurt. Putting off
until tomorrow the dishes—or our
homework or writing a thank you
note or returning a call—“just this
once” doesn’t matter. Missing Sunday
Mass is OK if it’s not every Sunday.
Calling in sick when we need a
break—well, everyone does it.
These are the habits of failure and

Monday, Weekday:
Prv 3:27–34 / Lk 8:16–18

Tuesday, Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn,
Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions:
Prv 21:1–6, 10–13 / Lk 8:19–21
Wednesday, St. Matthew:
Eph 4:1–7, 11–13 / Mt 9:9–13

they all start with small stuff. When
life seems to be in shambles or it feels
like we are spiraling out of control,
we might consider trying this: Let’s
do what we say we are going to do.
Period. If we’re not eating sweets, then
don’t eat them. If we’re Catholic, we’re
obliged to go to Sunday Mass, so we
go. If we own it and it’s dirty, clean it.
If we don’t have the money, we don’t
buy it. If we said we’d meet someone
at 3 pm, we don’t show up at 3:10.
If we do what we say we’re going to
do, life becomes simpler, and we also
feel better about how we are living it
because we are keeping out word. We
don’t have to keep making the same
decision over and over because that
decision is already made. And we find
ourselves becoming people who can
be trusted with great matters. It starts
with the small stuff. +

Faithful God, you keep your
promises to us. Please give us
the grace to keep our promises
to you and to others.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
The Redemptorists

Thursday, Weekday:
Eccl 1:2–11 / Lk 9:7–9

Friday, St. Pius of Pietrelcina:
Eccl 3:1–11 / Lk 9:18–22

Saturday, Weekday:
Eccl 11:9—12:8 / Lk 9:43b–45
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