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Join Us for  

Weekday Mass  

Tues. - Fri. @ 8:30am 

 

Adoration - everyone welcome! 

Wednesdays @ 7 pm - 8 pm 

Fridays @ 9 am - 12 noon 

Sundays @ 1pm - 4 pm 

Let Us Pray 

· For the sick, today we pray for: Be y Anne Tomney, 
Hiba Jimie, Celena Komarnicki, Ana Maria, Maren 
Bradford, Ron Hi el, Larry Shepel, Monsignor Stanley 
Urbanoski , Bob Hickie, Marc Cheriyan, we pray to the 
Lord. 

· For all those who have died, today we remember: Joan 
Egger, Len Borsa, Alida Janzen,  

 and on the anniversary of death, Lyle Wormsbecker, 
Therese Jeanneau, Lionel Bou n, we pray to the Lord. 

“As we gather here today, we acknowledge we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to 
the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another.”  



The Via Lucis, or The Way of Light, or The Stations of the Resurrection, is a prayer ritual that is much lesser known 
than the more traditional practice known as The Stations of The Cross. The Via Lucis is far more contemporary hav-
ing been initially presented in 1988 and formally adopted by the Vatican in 2001.  
 

The ritual commemorates fourteen events from The Gospels and The New Testament that are attributed to the peri-
od of time after The Resurrection of Jesus. The Way of Light has no traditional format, it typically resembles The Sta-
tions of The Cross, where at each station a reflection and a prayer are observed to bring the participants fully into 
contemplation of the Risen Lord Jesus.  ~Frank J. Maduri , for full article see catholic365.com 
 

Many parishioners enjoyed the Stations of the Cross and how they were presented during Lent.  Please join in this 
most reflective prayer just before we celebrate Pentecost!  You will not be disappointed. 
 

To pray the Stations of the Resurrection see catholicnewsagency.com Via Lucis (Way of the Light) 

https://www.catholic365.com/article/10281/via-lucis--the-way-of-light.html#:~:text=The%20Via%20Lucis%2C%20or%20The%20Way%20of%20Light%2C,and%20formally%20adopted%20by%20the%20Vatican%20in%202001.
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/55486/via-lucis-way-of-the-light


after the 10 am Mass and before the 12 noon Mass  

There will be a plant sale in the front yard of the church.  
Many of the perennial plants on church grounds have become too large and to maintain their health 
and good looks have had to be split. Perennials such as hostas, coleus, ground covers etc. will be 
available for purchase and all proceeds go towards new plants, planters and supplies for the 
church grounds. To make a purchase cash only please, thank you! 

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

  

Thinking about joining? 
 Have questions? Call: 

    James Nestmann (306) 260-8206 
 

                  Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Questions or want to join? questions call: 

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930   

2022 MAY  NEWS LETTER 
 

HOLY SPIRIT CWL WEBPAGE 

Why Celebrate the Ascension? 
It’s easy to misunderstand the Ascension. But once you get it, you see how 
beautiful this feast is, and why it deserves our attention. 

Christ’s ascension is really his enthronement in heaven. One of 

the final prophecies Jesus makes before his death is that “from now on the 
Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God” (Luke 
22:69). That prophecy remained unfulfilled on Easter morning, as we know 
from his words to Mary Magdalene: “I have not yet ascended to the Father, 
but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God” (John 20:17). Instead, the prophecy 
is fulfilled in the Ascension, which is how St. Stephen, “full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55), and 
why St. Paul says that this is now “where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1; see also Heb. 8:1, 12:2; 
Rev. 4). 

If Jesus, in his divinity, was in heaven the whole time, what is it that ascended? His humanity. And this is near the 
heart of why the Ascension matters. For many people, Christianity has become too disembodied—that we think of it 
as good news for our souls, but not for our bodies (or worse, as a sort of mission rescuing us from our captivity in 

More on the Ascension 
The period from Ascension Thursday through Pentecost Sunday (10 days after Ascension Thursday, and 50 days after 
Easter) represents the final stretch of the Easter season. Many Catholics prepare for Pentecost by praying 
the Novena to the Holy Spirit, in which we ask for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
This novena can also be prayed at any time during the year, but it is traditionally prayed beginning on the Friday 
after Ascension Thursday and ending on the day before Pentecost Sunday to commemorate the original novena—
the nine days that the apostles and the Blessed Virgin Mary spent in prayer after Christ's Ascension and before 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Pray More Novenas - Novena Prayers & Catholic Devotion  

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-May-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/service-outreach/cwl/
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/


Each week we print one or more of the  ‘94 Calls to Action’ written in the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action document created in 2015.   
Learn how the Government of Canada is responding to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's 94 Calls to Action. 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action 

Click the image to donate online! 

Make cheque payable to: Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation Inc. 
Gift donations can be mailed or dropped off in person at: 

Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation Inc. 
420-22nd Street East, 4th Floor 

Saskatoon, SK S7K 1X3  

Click to hear  
Bishop Mark’s message 

Museums and Archives 
 

67. We call upon the federal government to provide funding to the Canadian Museums Association to undertake, in 
collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, a national review of museum policies and best practices to determine the level of 
compliance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and to make recommendations. 

 
68. We call upon the federal government, in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, and the Canadian Museums Association to 
mark the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation in 2017 by establishing a dedicated national funding program for 
commemoration projects on the theme of reconciliation. 

 
69. We call upon Library and Archives Canada to: 
i. Fully adopt and implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations 
Joinet-Orentlicher Principles, as related to Aboriginal peoples’ inalienable right to know the truth about what happened and 
why, with regard to human rights violations committed against them in the residential schools. 
ii. Ensure that its record holdings related to residential schools are accessible to the public. 
iii. Commit more resources to its public education materials and programming on residential schools.  

 

70. We call upon the federal government to provide funding to the Canadian Association of Archivists to undertake, in 
collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, a national review of archival policies and best practices to: 

i. Determine the level of compliance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
the United Nations Joinet-Orentlicher Principles, as related to Aboriginal peoples’ inalienable right to know the truth about 
what happened and why, with regard to human rights violations committed against them in the residential schools; 
ii. Produce a report with recommendations for full implementation of these international mechanisms as a reconciliation 
framework for Canadian archives. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://foundation.gscs.ca/ways-to-give/come-to-the-table-annual-campaign/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6Z48xtXbmw


CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS - RCIA 
Thinking about becoming Catholic?  Have questions about our Catholic faith? Do you know 
someone who would like to learn about the Catholic faith?  Call 306-374-1425 or email  
amckay@rcdos.ca.  
Please keep in your prayers those individuals who are currently journeying through the 
RCIA process. May God be with them as they prepare to be fully welcomed into the 
Church. Any future inquirers please feel free to contact the parish. 

 
2022 INFANT BAPTISM (click the link for a full 2022 schedule) 
Do you have a new baby and would like to baptize him/her?  Perhaps you expecting a new 
baby? If either of these are true for you. I would love to hear from you! 
If you have attended a baptism preparation session in the past couple of years you may not need to take 
prep sessions before the baptism. If you are brand new parents or have not taken any baptism prep 
sessions. please contact me to register  for the prep sessions and the baptism of your child at 306-374-
1425 or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca. Our 2022 Baptism Dates are as follows: May 29, June 26 and 
July 31. I am happy to answer any questions you may have and we can talk about both the prep sessions 

and the celebration itself. I am looking forward to hearing from you!  ~ Sharon Powell – Faith Formation Coordinator  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Witness to Love is a new approach to marriage preparation and renewal. This 
program connects couples to their parishes through mentors and powerful online 
resources. It prepares couples for a sacramental marriage and fosters their transition 

into a welcoming community of faith before and after they are married. For information and to register contact Nicole 
Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 
For the past few years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of children who have not 
been baptized as infants and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments 
of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 15 years who would like to 
explore the possibility of being baptized and also receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.   
If your child has been questioning I would love to talk with your family.  I look forward to telling you more about this 
encouraging and gratifying process.   Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

Holy Spirit and McClure United have a shared 
covenant in the spirit of Ecumenism. To keep in 
the loop with our friends and neighbours we have 
exchanged website  information so  that we can all 
keep in touch.  Please keep  McClure United 
Church staff and parishioners In your prayers!   

ways to submit parish donations:  

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish 

website, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form  

2. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the 

message box along with any special offering designation. 

3. Parish Offertory:  https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/ 

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place,  Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot.  

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

Click the image to check out their website. 

mailto:amckay@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:ngursky@sasktel.net
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
http://mcclureunitedchurch.org/news
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/




In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Diocesan Bulletin
May 29, 2022 - Ascension of the Lord

Upcoming Events

1

A Contemplative Mass led by Fr. Kevin McGee, will be held
at 7 p.m. Friday, June 3 at St. Mary Parish, 211 Avenue O S.,
Saskatoon. The rhythm of the Contemplative Mass is a gentle
steady flow, marked by 20 minutes of silence after Communion
to allow space for reflection and recognition of the intimate
presence of Christ who comes to us through scripture and the
Eucharist. Relax and rest in the abiding presence of God.

Alliance for Life Saskatoon annual AGM will be held
1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, June 5 in the lower level of St
Joseph Church Hall, Broadway Avenue and 8th Street East,
Saskatoon. A brief video called “Let Me Stay” will be shown,
and there will be refreshments. All are welcome.

Saskatoon Pregnancy Options Centre Steak Night:
“Come Chill With Us” will be held Wednesday, June 8 at Sami’s
Sunrise Grill and Lounge, 418A-47th St. E., Saskatoon, with
cocktails at 5 p.m. and supper at 6 p.m. Tickets are $30 per
person with a steak or chicken option; call (306) 665-7550 or e-
mail: anne-marie@saskatoonpregnancyoptions.  

Soul Music: A Retreat of Music Making and Listening
for Every Soul will be held from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday June 11 at Queen’s House, 601 Taylor St. W.,
Saskatoon; open to all. Cost: $95 - includes lunch. Register at
www.queenshouse.org/programs or (306) 242-1916, Ext. 226.

Parish Centennial - St. Michael Parish, Tramping Lake,
will celebrate 100 years of faith and service Saturday, June 11,
with Mass at 4 p.m. at St. Michael Church, followed by supper
at 6 p.m. at Tramping Lake Community Hall. Advance tickets
only for the meal: Adult $35; Ages 6-10 years $17.50; Pre-
school $5. Deadline for tickets is May 30, 2022; phone Christine
at (306) 755-2174 or phone/text Marie at (306) 228-9097.

Blumenfeld & District Heritage Site Pilgrimage will
be held Sunday, June 12 with a youth carnival at 1 p.m., the
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 2 p.m., Rosary and Mass 3 p.m.
with Abbot Peter Novecosky, OSB, presiding. A supper will
follow. The Blumenfeld pilgrimage site is located 16 km south
and 6 km east of Leader, SK, just off Hwy 21.

Discipleship in John’s Gospel: Becoming the
Beloved Disciple - Summer retreat July 12-14 with Fr.
Ron Rolheiser, OMI, on Zoom and in-person at Queen’s
House, 601 Taylor St. W., Saskatoon. Find information online
at: www.queenshouse.org/programs or call (306) 242-1916.

https://rcdos.ca

Catholic Education Week
May 22- 29, 2022

“Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together”
Join over 40,000 students in Saskatchewan to celebrate

the gift of Catholic faith-based education. 
www.gscs.ca/page/48/catholic-education-week

Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Foundation
Special collection for Education Week May 29

in support of full-day kindergarten
in community schools, ensuring all

children are successful in those
crucial early years, while celebrating

the unique identity and
distinctive contributions of

Catholic Education in our lives:  

https://foundation.gscs.ca/DONATE
To view a video about the work of the GSCS Foundation

in supporting Catholic education please see:
https://youtu.be/A6Z48xtXbmw

World Meeting of Families June 22-26 in Rome

Family Fun Day June 25 in Our Diocese
Local events are planned around the world to mark the
World Meeting of Families. In the diocese of Saskatoon,

a free Family Fun Day will be held Saturday, June 25
at St. Patrick Parish, 3339 Centennial Drive, Saskatoon.

Family Fun Day includes Mass with Bishop Mark Hagemoen
at 10 a.m., a Pure Witness Ministries family activity at 11 a.m., 

a free picnic lunch, followed by pictures, music and fun with
Moses the Cat and the Cat.Chat Man and at 1:30 p.m., a

soccer game between clergy and families (12 years and up)
as well as face painting and games (for children under 12).

The day concludes with a Living Rosary and ice cream.

Register for this free event before June 23:
https:/ /rcdos.ca/wmof

NOTE: Other resources and a video for the June 22-26
World Meeting of Families can be found at www/cccb.ca

https://www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-issues/family-and-life/celebrating-the-amoris-laetitia-family-year/what-are-the-plans-for-the-10th-world-meeting-of-families/
https://rcdos.ca/wmof
https://youtu.be/A6Z48xtXbmw 
https://foundation.gscs.ca/DONATE
https://www.gscs.ca/page/48/catholic-education-week
https://rcdos.ca/
https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/
https://www.queenshouse.org/programs/ 
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Communications is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Live nation-wide online Rosary June 19 - In preparation
for the 10th World Meeting of Families, the CCCB Standing
Committee for Family and Life is hosting a live and nationwide
Rosary for the Family online 1 p.m. SK time, Sunday, June 19
facilitated by families from across the country: https://cccb-
ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R5OXeN5DRSuTDN6quptG4w

Grow Hope Saskatchewan brings together donors and
farmers to feed the hungry around the world: Generous farmers
in Saskatchewan have donated land and agreed to grow the
crop. It costs about $350 per acre to provide seed, fertilizer, fuel
and other inputs. Donors from all walks of life are invited to
sponsor a partial acre, full acre or multiple acres. Find more info
and/or donate: www.growhopesk.ca

Employment Opportunity: St. Paul Co-Cathedral in
Saskatoon is seeking an Executive Assistant / Parish
Secretary to begin the middle of June. Responsibilities include
receptionist duties, parish communications, sacramental
support and recording, managing the calendars for the parish
and the pastor, and compiling data.  Qualifications: Proficient
in using Microsoft Office (Outlook, Word, Excel, Publisher).
Experience in using Parish Friendly and WordPress website
platforms is an asset. The ability to welcome people and interact
with them as first contact with the parish is essential. The
successful candidate will be personally committed to the
identity and mission of the Roman Catholic diocese. For more
information or to apply, contact (306) 652-0033 or e-mail
parish@stpaulcocathedral.ca. Deadline to apply is May 30.

Camp counselors needed - St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchial Camp is seeking enthusiastic adults age 18 and older
to join the camp counselor team for their camp running July 15-
23 at the beautiful Ukrainian Park located 1on the Pike Lake
Highway. Find more info at: www.stvolodymyrcamp.com

Employment Opportunity: The Roman Catholic Diocese
of Saskatoon is seeking a Director of Administration and
Finance to work as a member of the leadership team reporting
directly to the bishop. The Director of Administration and
Finance is responsible for providing overall strategic leadership,
with support from their team members, for the administrative
and financial service portfolio, including financial services,
human resources, communications, safeguarding, information
technology, building and maintenance, and migration services.
Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce or a business-
related field; prior experience (7-10 years) in financial
management, human resource management and change
management; prior experience in leading and coaching a
diverse group of employees is required. Experience in IT and
property/contract management is an asset. The successful
candidate will be personally committed to the identity and
mission of the Roman Catholic diocese. For info or to apply,
contact vtowriss@rcdos.ca, or phone (306) 370-9429. Find a
job description at https://rcdos.ca/employment

Palliative Care Resource - The CCCB has created a new
workshop called “Horizons of Hope: A Toolkit for Catholic
Parishes on Palliative Care.” This four-module workshop seeks
to empower and educate parishioners and address questions
about palliative care, dying, death, suffering and bereavement.
Each module includes Catholic moral and pastoral theology and
medical expertise through video presentations. The goal is for
this workshop to be presented in every parish community
across Canada. To facilitate this workshop in your parish or
group, contact diocesan coordinator of Hospital Chaplaincy
Jacqueline Saretsky at jsaretsky@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5839.

Prairie Knights Music Festival in support of Blackstrap
Youth Camp will be held Aug. 6-7 with Canadian bluegrass,
country, rock, surf and gospel musicians, held at the Knights of
Columbus Youth Camp at Blackstrap Lake, 42 km south of
Saskatoon. Free on-site camping for RVs and tents. Daily
passes: $55, weekend passes $99; kids 12 and under are free.
To get your tickets visit: https://prairieknightsfestival.ca

Diocesan Prayer - Loving God, open our minds and touch our
hearts, so that we may attend to Your gift of Creation. Help us to be
conscious that our common home belongs not only to us, but to all
future generations, and that it is our responsibility to preserve it. May
we help each person secure the food and resources that they
need… Now more than ever may we feel that we are all
interconnected, as we hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor. (Adapted from prayer for Laudato Si’ Week May 22-29) 

From the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation

Thank you to all those who joined 
us at the Bishop’s Breakfast on May 19
in Saskatoon, in person and on Zoom. 

To learn more about
what was discussed by
Bishop Mark Hagemoen
and Dr. Gordon Martell

of the diocesan discernment
committee for the Catholic TRC

Healing Response Appeal,
please visit our website:
https:/ /dscf.ca/trc

https://dscf.ca/trc
https://prairieknightsfestival.ca/
https://rcdos.ca/employment
www.stvolodymyrcamp.com
https://www.growhopesk.ca/
https://cccb-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R5OXeN5DRSuTDN6quptG4w
https://cccb-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R5OXeN5DRSuTDN6quptG4w
https://news.rcdos.ca
https://rcdos.ca


Sunday, May 29, 2022
Hear me out
Pope Francis chose one word for the theme of this year's World
Communications Day: "Listen!" Since the pandemic has spared no
one, we each carry wounds that need to be acknowledged and
healed. Dialogue isn't all about talking, the pope notes. At least half
the time we should be listening, a task requiring humility in order to
receive the truth of another person's experience. At the same time,
the quest for truth involves the discernment of reliable information.
We begin with the courage to listen, free of prejudice or agenda.
Only then can we find our way together to the light.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 7:55-60; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20;
John 17:20-26 (61). "That they may all be one, as you, Father, are
in me and I in you."

Monday, May 30, 2022
Give thanks for reverse mission
Membership in the Catholic Church in the Western world is
declining. It’s painful for those who remain to see fewer and fewer
people in the pews—or worse, to experience the closing of their
parishes. It can seem like the church is on the ropes. But stop to
think: There are an estimated 1.2 billion Roman Catholics in the
world—more than 40 percent of them in Latin America, and the
largest growth is in Africa and Asia. Many U.S. Catholic parishes
now have priests from those regions. Consider how the Holy Spirit
might be at work, with those the West once missioned to now
missioning to us.

EASTER WEEKDAY 
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 (297). “In the world
you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the
world.”

Tuesday, May 31, 2022
Moved by the Spirit
The scene of Elizabeth greeting Mary, both carrying miraculous
pregnancies, is blessedly familiar to Catholic ears. Our “Hail Mary”
prayer comes from this encounter. And we hear that even in utero
John the Baptist recognizes Jesus and leaps for joy. But Saint
Ambrose makes an observation about this visit that’s easy to miss:
“Mary sets out for the hill country . . . . She goes eager in purpose,
dutiful in conscience, hastening for joy. Filled with God, where
would she hasten but to the heights? The Holy Spirit does not
proceed by slow, laborious efforts.” When has the Holy Spirit
prompted you to act in joyful haste?

FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-18a or Romans 12:9-16; Luke
1:39-56 (572). “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb.”

Wednesday, Jun 01, 2022
Give thanks to those who gave it all
Today we celebrate the feast of Saint Justin, a figure known for his
philosophical prowess, as well as his astute defense of the
Christian faith during the second century. His writings are some of
the earliest among the church fathers, making his comments on
subjects like the sacraments a vital source of information about
what the early church believed. He stood out as one arguing for
the proto-Christian nature of Greek philosophers such as Socrates
and Plato and sought to use their ideas to explain and spread the
faith among his non-Christian contemporaries. These included

hostile Roman emperors, and Justin was eventually martyred
alongside several of his students. Give thanks for the early
witnesses who contributed so dearly to the deposit of faith we
have inherited.

MEMORIAL OF JUSTIN, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 (299). “I gave
them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not
belong to the world.”

Thursday, Jun 02, 2022
May we all get to rest in peace
Little is known historically about early Christians Marcellinus and
Peter, martyred in 304. It is said they were killed at an out-of-the-
way location by hostile Roman authorities so that other Christians
would not have a chance to bury and venerate their bodies. Even
so, it is said they peacefully and without protest cleared the spot
chosen for their death, an overgrown thicket three miles from
Rome. The fact they could die with peaceful hearts indicates the
strength of their faith and trust. Pray that we too can find that
peace when we come to our own time and place of final repose.

MEMORIAL OF MARCELLINUS AND PETER, MARTYRS
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 (300). “[May]
the love with which you loved me . . . be in them and I in them.”

Friday, Jun 03, 2022
The Spirit is on the move
The astounding growth of the Catholic Church in Africa has not
come easily. Many a martyr died along the way, including Charles
Lwanga and his companions of Uganda, martyred in 1895. From
modest beginnings, there are now well over 13 million Catholics in
Uganda—40 percent of the population—and continent-wide,
Catholic Church membership rose from 2 million in 1900 to 140
million in 2000. In 2009, when Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI visited
Africa, the total had grown to an estimated 158 million. By 2025,
one-sixth (230 million) of the world's Catholics are expected to be
Africans. Give thanks for the flourishing of the Spirit worldwide.

MEMORIAL OF CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS,
MARTYRS
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 (301). "He said
this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God."

Saturday, Jun 04, 2022
May the harvest be plentiful
Today is the Jewish festival of Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks. It is
the Biblical celebration of the wheat harvest (Exodus 34:22) and,
in the Orthodox Jewish tradition, the giving of the Torah to Moses
on Mount Sinai. It’s called “weeks” because it commemorates the
counting of seven weeks from the barley harvest to the wheat
harvest, or from the Passover to today. It has a parallel in our
Christian tradition of counting from Easter to Pentecost, a word
that means “fiftieth,” celebrated tomorrow. One of the modern
customs celebrated on Shavuot is presenting to the community
babies born during the year. Let’s pray for all the babies we know
who have made it to birth this year.

EASTER WEEKDAY; SHAVUOT
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21:20-25 (302).
“There are also many other things that Jesus did.”
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Ascension of the Lord (C)
May 29, 2022

Jesus Awaits Us
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

In the Apostles’ Creed we pray, “He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father.” Jesus 
lived forty days in his glorified body 
after the resurrection, but at the end he 
rose into heaven where he awaits each of 
us. It was planned all along that he who 
came down from heaven would return 
there. “No one has gone up to heaven 
except the one who has come down from 
heaven, the Son of Man” (John 3:13).

The amazing truth is that he has 
opened heaven for us, cheering on each 
of us to join him forever! “And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back again and take you to myself, so 
that where I am you also may be” (John 
14:3). So we’re not only striving to get 
to heaven, but Jesus is there interceding 
with his power for an ongoing 
outpouring of his Holy Spirit upon each 
of us (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
667).

Imagine Jesus as your intercessor in 
heaven, pleading your case as a brother 
before our loving Father! If God is for us, 
who can be against us?

He is also there inaugurating his 
messianic kingdom. He told Pilate that 
his kingdom wasn’t of this world. He has 
now taken the throne of his kingdom and 
will draw all peoples to himself. You and 
I will become witnesses to this kingdom 
with no end.

So, let’s live with newfound 
confidence. Jesus is in heaven today 
interceding for us, inaugurating his 
kingdom, and preparing our eternal 
home. +

The amazing truth is  
that Jesus has opened 

heaven for us,  
cheering on each of us  

to join him forever!

A Word From  
Pope Francis
[Jesus] is like a roped guide 
climbing a mountain who, 
on reaching the summit, 
pulls us up to him and 
leads us to God. If we 
entrust our life to him, if we 
let ourselves be guided by 
him, we are certain to be in 
safe hands, in the hands of 
our Savior, our Advocate.

General Audience, April 17, 2013

Sunday Readings
Acts 1:1–11
“[Y]ou will receive power when  
the holy Spirit comes upon you,  
and you will be my witnesses… 
to the ends of the earth.”

Ephesians 1:17–23 or  
Hebrews 9:24–28; 10:19–23
And he put all things beneath  
his feet and gave him as head  
over all things to the church.

Luke 24:46–53
As he blessed them he parted from 
them and was taken up to heaven.

• Do I live like a person who  
is aware that I’m on my way  
to heaven?

• How can I live this week with a 
more heavenly perspective?
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Threads of Time
By Joanne Bennardo

I never imagined that 
stitches on a canvas 

could lead to prayer, 
but that’s exactly what 
happened when I found 
a long-forgotten sewing 
project I had packed up 
in 1987 as our family 
prepared to move. Finding 
the project tucked away 
in a drawer evokes many 
memories of Ed and me 
and our three little boys.

I carefully take out this piece of my 
past. My arthritic fingers ply the labeled 
green yarns that had been gathered 
by younger, more flexible digits. I 
survey the canvas and find that only 
four colors of the total twenty-four 
had been worked: black, white, brown, 
and the first shade of green. This 
resonates. My younger self thought 
in black and white, right and wrong. 
Unlike today, back then there wasn’t 
much time given to life’s gray areas.

I study the diagram and the stitch 
directory and separate the huge bulk 
of unused threads. Slowly I guide 
the material between the two round 
stretchers. My needle resumes its 
rhythmic in and out, up and through.

This piece is creating an extraordinary 
bridge between my younger and present 
selves. Memories cascade through my 
very being with each stitch. I smile as I 
recall leaving Kevin’s stuffed panda bear 
under the blankets in a hotel bed during 

the move. The hotel staff 
mailed us the wayward 
bear, and our youngest 
was full of glee when he 
opened the soft package. 
I can still picture the 
bulky lettering of the 
thank you note he sent to 
the thoughtful staff.

I outline three white 
buds with a dark lime 
green. The green of 
today is anchored by 

the white of yesterday. I wonder what 
else I did on the day I filled in the white 
buds. I picture the room where I sewed 
after boys and teddy bears had all been 
tucked into bed. I feel the old comfy 
couch where I cuddled my babies and 
played peek-a-boo. I hear the constant 
commotion of laughter and antics 
meshed with endless tasks. Back then, I 
could only imagine the day the canvas 
would boast a completed vase of colorful 
flowers.

I sew and remember, remember 
and sew, and God’s grace helps me 
realize that my project may have 
been interrupted, but God’s creativity 
never missed a stitch. The years 
I spent as a young mother are an 
integral part of my life canvas. The 
finished crewel holds the blessings 
of loosely held French knots as well 
as tight ones. Each is necessary and 
part of the whole picture. Weaved 
together, the varied threads of my 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
May 30 – June 4

Monday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 19:1–8 / Jn 16:29–33

Tuesday, Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
Zep 3:14–18a or Rom 12:9–16 / Lk 1:39–56

Wednesday, St. Justin:  
Acts 20:28–38 / Jn 17:11b–19

Thursday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 22:30; 23:6–11 / Jn 17:20–26

Friday, St. Charles Lwanga  
and Companions:  
Acts 25:13b–21 / Jn 21:15–19

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31 / Jn 21:20–25

Risen Lord, your resurrection and 
ascension give witness to God’s 
power. May my life bear witness 

to God’s love, compassion, 
forgiveness, and peace.

—From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of 
Easter Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage 

and Mary Ann McSweeny

relationships and experiences have 
created a tapestry of light, shape, 
density, and form.

Throughout it all, God has 
been present in my ordinary and 
extraordinary days. He is present in the 
mundane and in crisis, ever-present in 
the packing and unpacking, sewing and 
unraveling of our lives. 

The rhythm of my current season 
includes a daily walk. I savor the smell of 
the grass and the sound of birdsong. I 
meet young parents for whom I breathe a 
slow prayer. Some push strollers, others 
tug at muddy tricycles, and one beams 
as she receives an imaginary “vamella” 
ice-cream cone from a small, clenched 
fist. The past and present entwine, 
interconnect, and transform.

God gave me the ability to see the 
significance of old yarns. The pastel pink 
strands mingle with the deep purple 
in the same way lightheartedness and 
toil then and now caress and expand 
the contours of my life. I pray, “Thank 
you, creator God. I knocked, and you 
answered.” +








