HOLY SPIRIT PARISH

114 Kingsmere Place
Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
(306)374-1425

email:
hssaskatoon@rcdos.ca
holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Join Us for
Weekday Mass

Tuesday-Friday @ 8:30am
Sign Up to attend

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful


For the Church striving to share the Good News of
Christ. We pray to the Lord.



For leaders and citizens of powerful countries, that
their commitment to peace and justice inspire others.
We pray to the Lord.



For all who help others deepen their relationship with
God: parents, catechists, and spiritual directors. May
they continue to grow in their relationship with God
so they can support others. We pray to the Lord.



For all who are considering suicide: that God will
open them to life, free them from self-condemnation,
and help them to recognize the love others have for
them. We pray to the Lord.



For couples preparing for marriage: that God will help
them grow in faithfulness, communicate well, and
develop the best in each other. We pray to the Lord.



For those entering retirement: that they may find new
ways to use their gifts and share their learned wisdom
with younger generations. We pray to the Lord.



For all communities overwhelmed by Covid, that God
will slow the spread of the virus, give strength to all
caregivers, and open opportunities for the distribution
of vaccines. We pray to the Lord.



For farmers: that God would keep them safe and
provide good weather as they prepare to seed their
crops. We pray to the Lord.



For all who are ill: Mark Pringle, Josephine
Anderson, Betty Anne Tomney, Hiba Jimie, Samuel
Pangilinan, Conrad Lange, Raizel Zafra, Toni Truong,
that Christ the source of all life will ease their pain
and restore their health. We pray to the Lord.



For those who have died and their loved ones who
grieve. Today we especially remember: Bill Kanigan,
Milton Hauk, Joan Paproski and Kimberley Scharf.
We pray to the Lord.



For Eric Bodenstab, Danion Dugger, Edna Redl,
Kathleen Barnett, Manford Barnett, Waldemar
Majcher, and Jack Kary on their anniversary of death.
We pray to the Lord.

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration
-Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm
( sponsored by HS - K of C)

-Fridays 9 am - 12 noon

Confession - Saturdays
11:00 am - 12 noon
Join us each Sunday for
Rosary at 11:40 am
Mass at 12 noon
live streamed on
Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com

Spiritual Communion Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart ... I embrace You as if
You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”

Spiritual care for those in hospital:
For pastoral visits, spiritual care, and/or hospital chaplaincy, including requests to see a priest at Royal University Hospital and Saskatoon City Hospital please
call Jacqueline Saretsky at 306-292-5531 or email jsaretsky@rcdos.ca.
For St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon, wher e Spir itual
Care is a hospital priority, please ask at the nursing desk,
or call 306-655-5000 and ask them to page Spiritual
Care. Contact information

MINISTRY OF CARE
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you . . . Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” John 14:27
While we are currently unable to make home visits, we are still able to support
you via telephone contact and email. If you need assistance, have questions,
would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or simply wish to talk
with someone, please: Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care.
In case of emergency, call: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #.
Kelly Wormsbecker
kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

Charlene Nijhawan
cnijhawan@rcdos.ca

Pastoral Associates, Ministry of Care

Beatitudes for Caregivers
Blessed are they who understand when I keep telling the same stories over and over.
Blessed are they who know that my ears today can’t hear as once they did.
Blessed are they with a cheery smile who encouraged me to try once more.
Blessed are they who never say, “You asked me that question twice today.”
Blessed are they who make me know that I’m loved, respected, and not alone.

Blessed are they who know that I’m at a loss to put my thoughts into words; I get mixed up at times.
Blessed are they who ease the days too often filled with pain and loneliness.
Blessed are they who listen, for I still have something to say.
Blessed are they who love me, just me, for what I am. Your love sustains me.

Don’t hesitate, vaccinate!
When it’s your turn,
you can book your vaccination
online at Saskatchewan.ca/Covid-19vaccine
or phone 1-833-727-5829.
Pope Francis: "It is the moral
choice because it is about your life
but also the lives of others.”

Drive thru clinics are also available for some.
Protect yourselves, protect one another!

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905

To enquire about joining or if you have
general questions call:
Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930

Thinking about joining?
Have questions? Call:

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

Saturday May 1st - 1pm to 4pm The CWL parish-wide food drive for
Guadalupe House
This will take place in the parking lot
of the church. We will have volunteers there to meet you
and help load items into their vehicles, which will then be
taken to Guadalupe House. Covid 19 safety measures will
be followed. Thank you for your generosity!
Have you been CWL member for three consecutive
years of membership or any year after???? If so, you may
be eligible to apply for the National Bursary Fund. This
fund is used to provide financial assistance to CWL
members needing it to pursue studies, courses, seminars,
conferences, workshops, and diploma / degree programs
in : spiritual growth, adult faith formation, youth
ministry, ministry to patients in palliative care, ministry
to shut-ins, parliamentary procedure, literacy tutoring.
Application form is on cwl.ca.
May 15 is last day to submit application to CWL
National office.

Campaign Life Coalition Saskatchewan is
sponsoring a Mother's Day witness for Life along
College Drive (Between Hospital Drive and Wiggins
Ave), Sunday May 9, 2:00 to 3:00 pm. Covid protocols
will be followed. Signs are provided, but you are
welcome to bring your own prolife signs as well. For
More information contact Louis 306-249-2764.

Please prayerfully consider making a gift to the Priests' Pension &
Retirement Fund. If you haven’t received your donation envelope
by mail click on the link for more information on the fund and how
to donate! Priests’ Pension & Retirement Fund

My Story from My Heart
I have been a CWL member for 58 years. That is how important it is to me! In my years of CWL, I had
the opportunity to hold most of the positions in the League. I learned to write reports and public
speaking, etc. I did other jobs as required in my convenorship. I grew through those experiences and activities in
my parish and community. I went from a shy young lady to a more confident lady who learnt all kinds of things.
Any CWL member can do that, if they want. That is the wonderful thing in CWL.
CWL teaches in the safety, love and encouragement of our parish ladies. There we get to work together, learn to
know each other in a deeper personal way and we grow together in many ways. We help each other’s faith to
grow.
At conventions, we become part of a bigger group of ladies and priests from all over the province and the country.
We hear reports, sometimes resolutions, guest speakers about concerns and issues of the day and how we can become involved in them. An example of what I found important was the Natural Family Planning. We grow our faith,
our hope and our knowledge of how to help do God’s work. We gained fellowship and now know each other at a
deeper level. Skits and entertainment always ended our convention. We often brought these ideas to our home
parish and families. Wonderful.
~Mary Weiman

‘Greatest Hallelujah’

The Spirit of the Cross music group from Holy Spirit Parish
came together for this beautiful song.
Let it guide your celebration this Easter Season!
(click on the image to listen)

May 3 – 9, 2021 is also National Hospice Palliative Care Week. We ask everyone to raise voices in prayer
and ask the Lord for divine intervention so that palliative care will be accessible for all Canadians. To respect the
safety in the pandemic, we encourage CWL members and all the community to spend one hour in prayer for
palliative care during this week wherever they feel safe. On www.cwl.ca (Type in Palliative Care), there are 27 pages
and a letter writing toolkit for all Canadians to join them in writing a letter to a Member of Parliament in order to
bring hospice palliative care issues to light. This presentation is open to everyone, family, friends, co-workers. All are
welcome. While there, you can register for the Saturday May 8 at 10:00 to 11:00 am (11:00 CDT time) webinar “A
Practical Discussion about Palliative Care in Canada” which is led by a Clinical Nurse Specialist. Did you know
Saskatoon has opened the Hospice at Glengarda which is a much appreciated palliative care center?

Catholic Education Week: May 9 - 16 World Catholic Education Day:
Thursday, May 13
A livestream liturgy with His Excellency the Most. Rev. Bishop Mark
Hagemoen will begin at 10:00 a.m. for all the faithful of Saskatchewan
at https://saskatoonmass.com/ This liturgy will also be archived on the same site for viewing at a later time.
Show appreciation to teachers and students for adapting to the different way of learning during Education Week/
Day. Click the image for the link to see the sub themes for each day of the week!
CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
RCIA is being offered this year
virtually.
They are meeting
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 via
Zoom. For further information
please contact Arch McKay at
agmckay1@sasktel.net
or
amckay@rcdos.ca .
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.
For information and to register for the next session
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email
ngursky@sasktel.net.

INFANT BAPTISM
Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we are
baptizing children one family at a
time. So if you have a new baby and are
thinking of baptism for him/her. If you
are expecting a baby or if you would simply like more
information about celebrating the sacrament of baptism
at Holy Spirit parish. I would love to hear from you!
If this is not your first child and you have attended
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you
don’t need to take prep again.
If this is your first child please call and we can arrange
for the prep session and then the celebration. Please
contact Sharon spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen
interest in receiving the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in
your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

VIEWS FROM THE PEWS
He is Risen! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Let us burst forth in joy and jubilation as we bring the good news of our
Risen Christ into the world. In one word, what does Easter mean
to you? Please click on the link below to see what the people of Holy
Spirit say?
Click here to read.

Honouring Mary in the Month of May with Kids
Spring is upon us and as the month of May is dedicated to Mary, it’s a great time to honour her
with your little ones! There are many Catholic traditions when it comes to honouring Mary, and
there are many opportunities to get the kids get included in these. Each week during May, we will
look at ways to honour Mary as a family.
During COVID, many families constructed home altars, in which they gather round , while participating in online Mass. Why not update this space with a May Altar for Mary? Here you can gather as a family to pray the rosary, as our Mother Mary asked us to.

Make a May Altar for Mary
Here are some ideas for your May altar:











Mary Statue
Blue Stuff
Flowers
Mary holy cards
Mary books
Rosaries
Candles
Mary crafts your kids have made
Drawings or artwork of Our Lady
Crosses

May 2, 5th Sunday of Easter


Children’s Liturgy

• Children’s Bulletin

Reminder

P

ope Francis invites Catholics and Mar ian Shr ines ar ound the wor ld to
dedicate the month of May to a marathon of prayer for an end to the Covid-19
pandemic.
The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization said April
21 that “for the deep desire of the Holy Father, the month of May will be dedicated to a prayer marathon with the theme
‘Prayer to God went up incessantly from the whole Church.”
Prayer initiative
“The initiative will involve all the Shrines of the world in a special way, so that they might encourage the faithful,
families, and communities to recite the Rosary to pray for an end to the pandemic,” read the statement.
Pope Francis will open the Marian month of prayer on 1 May with a Rosary broadcast across Vatican Media’s platforms.
Each day will see Vatican News broadcast the recitation of the Rosary at 6 PM Rome time from the various Shines taking
part in the initiative.
The Pope will also close the initiative on 31 May with another specially-broadcast Rosary.
catholicnewsagency.com; vaticannews

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration
Wednesday Evenings: 7 - 8 pm
( sponsored by HS - K of C)

Fridays: 9 am - 12 noon

Did you know?



Wednesday evening Adoration is a structured
hour beginning with the Rosary.
Friday Morning Adoration is a silent hour (more
or less; it’s up to you!) in prayer by yourself.

Get back on the horse again - I have the knack of selecting the wrong line at the grocery store. Once, I was next in line, with
four people behind me, when the cashier announced that her register had closed, which meant (of course) that everyone
behind me turned and scooted with their shopping carts to a newly opened register, leaving me at the end of the new line. I
complained that they should have a better system, then left the store without buying anything, hurting only myself.
Recently I was in line with my groceries at a different store. Ahead of me a customer was giving the cashier a hard time and taking a long
time doing so. The woman behind me had one item. I invited her to go ahead of me. Turns out, she wanted cash from her debit card. That
took a long while as well!
I was proud of staying patient and not saying anything untoward to anyone. When my turn finally came, the cashier apologized even though
she had done nothing wrong at all. I noticed her COVID mask had WWJD printed on it. Often it’s what we do that matters, not what we say
or don’t say.
I called the manager over and complimented the cashier’s gentleness and professionalism. Then I opened the bag of delicious Sumo apples
(try them) I had purchased and gave one to each of them. The cashier started to cry. The harried manager smiled.
Actions can speak louder than words. I didn’t have to be knocked off a horse this time to get it. ~ Father Dominic Grassi

OOPs I can’t make it!
If you have to cancel and can't make the changes online yourself please call the office at 306-374-1425 or email
info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca before 4:30 pm Friday. If you have to cancel suddenly, another option is to find a
substitute to take your place!
Click the orange
square to sign up
for Mass

We have a limit of 30 people allowed to attend a Mass
time. You must sign up to attend. Sign up online using
the link to the left or call the office between Monday and
Friday, 9 am - 4:30 pm 306-374-1425.

If you can’t attend, join our 12 noon live streamed Mass Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com

Holy Spirit Parish

Pastoral Associates:

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190

Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca

Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk jaltrogge@rcdos.ca

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca

Faith Formation
Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca

Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions
you must sign up online or call the office to attend. Click
this link to schedule a time and date for yourself: Sign
Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Adoration : Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12
noon (No Adoration when there is a funeral)
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca
Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca

Finance Committee:
Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

Byron Bitz

Jonathon Neufeld, Council rep

Mike Gartner - Chair

Melina Palendat

Greg Kirzinger

Pat Pitka

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH
ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish
website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

(You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps)

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with any special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7
5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put envelopes into the office door mail slot.

Dioce san Bullet in
May 2, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter

Upcoming Events
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https://rcdos.ca .

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Offering Sacramental Preparation Virtually – an online

workshop will be offered at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, May 6,
facilitated by Brigid Fuller, Parish Life Director, St. Augustine
Parish, Saskatoon. Presented through the diocesan Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis, this workshop will include
information on: managing functions of Zoom; creating an
inviting space; using games and music effectively; and engaging
and effective communication. To register, e-mail Marilyn
Jackson at mjackson@rcdos.ca or call (306) 659-5836 for info.

“Defending the Faith” - The San Lorenzo Ruiz Council of the

Knights of Columbus in Saskatoon presents a continuing
lecture series with both in-person attendance (in accordance
with COVID-19 restrictions) and online Zoom participation.
“Vivat Jesus, Faith and Action” will be presented by Fr. David
Tumback 7 p.m. Thursday, May 6 at St. Patrick Church, 3339
Centennial Drive, Saskatoon. Registration is required. Phone
(306) 717-8239 or e-mail: emmanuel.capulong23@gmail.com

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle - All are invited to this
Cenacle Holy Hour, which consists of adoration, the rosary,
benediction, hymns and various prayers at 8 p.m. Thursday,
May 6 at St. Michael Catholic Church #18-33rd St. East,
Saskatoon. A Diocesan Cenacle of Prayer will also be held at 3
p.m. on Wednesday, May 12 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720
Spadina Crescent, Saskatoon. Info: call Edna (306) 382-1680.
“Our Whole Society” conference - The Canadian

Interfaith Conversation presents "Our Whole Society" virtual
conference on May 4, aiming to foster a new dialogue about
the changing role of religion in Canadian society. Register at:
www.eventbrite.ca/e/our-whole-society-2021-tickets-140311358049

This meeting happens in a context shaped by our society’s
response to the coronavirus pandemic. COVID-19 has left no
one in the world unaffected, and our social response to it has
raised deep and enduring questions about the values that bind
us together. It is therefore timely to reflect upon our society’s
values and aspirations. May 4 Conference Panel 1: “Addressing
challenges to freedom of religion or belief” (11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.);
Panel 2: “Building social solidarity” (1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.).
Cross-Canada Service of Prayer for Christian Unity - Led
by the Canadian Council of Churches, this service at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, June 5 will draw from the 2021 Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity theme “Abide in My Love” (cf. John 15:5-9).
Further details will be coming soon.

Dying Healed Workshop
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 15

St. Augustine Church Hall, Humboldt, SK
This workshop will provide comprehensive education
on palliative care / end of life issues and preliminary
training for those wishing to provide compassionate
and supportive care to those in need, particularly at
end-of-life. Cost is $15, which includes a workbook.

Due to current pandemic restrictions, attendance is limited,
registration is required, and refreshments will not be served.

Register by calling Jackie Saretsky of the diocesan
Hospital Chaplaincy Office at (306) 659-5839
or e-mailing: jsaretsky@rcdos.ca

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated May 9 to
16, 2021. There will be a live-streamed Liturgy of the Word with
Bishop Hagemoen at 10 a.m. on Ascension Thursday, May
13 (marked around the globe as World Catholic Education Day)
posted at https://saskatoonmass.com and on the diocesan
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/user/saskatoondiocese
Restart: Building Separation and Divorce Resilience

with Madeline Oliver is a program offered on Zoom from 7 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, from May 12 to June 16, presented
by Olive Branch Ministry located at Queen’s House, Saskatoon.
Restart uses a discussion format and draws on the tools found
in the book Rebuilding: When Your Relationship Ends. Some
themes discussed include denial, fear, adaptation, loneliness,
and friendship. This program is available from any location on
Zoom. Registration $60 (payment may be made by e-transfer).
Please contact Madeline to register; call or text (306) 361-9318
or e-mail: pmolivebranch@gmail.com

Message Board

Annual Tomato Plant Sale - St. Philip Neri Refugee

Committee is holding their annual tomato, pepper and herb
sale. Deadline for orders is May 13, with pick-up on Saturday,
May 15 at the church. Tomatoes (six varieties), peppers (bell,
jalapeno, cayenne) and herbs (thyme, basil, oregano, lavender,
marjoram) are in 5” pots: $6/plant or $5 each for 4 for more (mix
and match). A limited number of Nanking cherry shrubs are also
available for $10 each. Donated Canadian Creamed Ice Honey
is $10 per 1-kg jar. Pre-order by contacting Sheila Flory at
sheila.flory@usask.ca or leave a message at (306) 931-8053.

Kindergarten Registration for Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools - Catholic faith-based education helps

children grow spiritually at school while they grow physically,
intellectually and emotionally. Because of ongoing COVID-19
restrictions, families are not currently able to visit schools and
meet teachers in person. Virtually meet the teacher and see the
school at www.gscs.ca. You can also learn more about
language options (French immersion, Ukrainian bilingual, Cree
bilingual, Michif) and the Catholic fine arts school. Children must
be five years old on or before Jan. 31, 2022, to start school in
September 2021 (or five years old on or before Dec. 31, 2021
for the communities of Martensville, Warman, Biggar and
Humboldt). To find a school or learn more, visit www.gscs.ca

St. Angela Merici Residence, 125 Cree Cres., Saskatoon,

offers a personal care home to both men and women, providing
care according to its mission: “Inspired by the healing ministry
of Jesus and the innovative spirit of St. Angela Merici and the
Ursuline Sisters, we are committed to offering compassionate
and holistic care, always open to new opportunities to serve.”
Find out more on the website: https://stangmerici.weebly.com
or call (306) 242-5566.

Triumph: Freedom Through Healing will be held July 30

to Aug. 7 at Queen’s House, 601 Taylor Street West,
Saskatoon. Inspired by the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola
and St. Therese of Lisieux, Triumph is a facilitated, nine-day,
live-in program offering the invitation to encounter God on a lifechanging journey of inner healing and transformation. Daily
program includes Mass, Reconciliation, Rosary, Adoration,
facilitated teachings, spiritual direction, and time for sharing.
Cost is $1,595 which includes program registration, meals,
facility, single occupancy bedroom, all retreat materials, and
resources. For information or to register contact Jerry Kristian
at (306) 221-3092 or email bookings@queenshouse.org

CWL Social Justice Award - The Saskatchewan Provincial
Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada has
established a Social Justice Award for young women between
the ages of 18-35 years. The $1,000 award may be given to
one candidate or divided among qualified applicants to finance
participation in a reputable social justice activity, either at home
or abroad. Application deadline is June 15, 2021. Contact Mary
Nordick at (306) 374-5612 or email m.nordick@sasktel.net
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Grow Hope Saskatchewan
Help sponsor this year’s crop

to feed hungry people around the globe.

Generous farmers in Saskatchewan have donated land and
agreed to grow a crop for Grow Hope Saskatchewan. It costs
about $300 per acre to provide seed, fertilizer, fuel and other
inputs. You are invited to sponsor a partial acre, full acre or
multiple acres to help cover these costs. After harvest, the
farmers will sell the crop and donate the proceeds to Canadian
Foodgrains Bank to feed hungry people around the world.

Visit Grow Hope on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/GrowHopeSK/
or to learn more or to donate online please go to:
www.growhopesk.ca
Cheques to “Grow Hope Saskatchewan” can also be mailed
to the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation (“Attention:
Grow Hope 2020”), 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1.

For more information contact Myron at: mrogal@rcdos.ca

Priest Pension and Retirement Fund - Our retired
priests have given their lives to us, the people of the Diocese
of Saskatoon. They have faithfully led their parish communities,
sharing God's loving and sustaining word and celebrating the
sacraments. Parishioners across the diocese will have received
a letter regarding the Priests' Pension & Retirement Fund, or
view the video at https://rcdos.ca. If you haven’t yet done so,
please prayerfully consider making a gift to the Priests' Pension
& Retirement Fund. To give online using your credit card,
please go to https://dscf.ca/priest-pension-fund/ (Please
remember to print and save your receipt on your electronic
device for your 2021 tax return.) Gifts of cheques should be
sent to: Priests' Pension & Retirement Fund, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1. Thank you for your generosity!

Diocesan Prayer - We pray for all the baptized, called to be
missionary disciples, and sent forth to proclaim Christ.
Loving God, may each one of us be led by the Holy Spirit to
build the kingdom of God, nourished and strengthened by
ever-deepening intimacy with Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon

Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: ky aw o r s ki@r cd os . ca
Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with a prayer of gratitude for the
richness of human diversity.

Sunday, May 02, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Search for the truth

Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8 (287). “I am the vine
and you are the branches.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

We’ve entered an age when discovering the truth feels more
complicated than ever. Some of us are leery of “facts,” knowing
how easily they can be manufactured, massaged, or politicized.
Traditional sources of truth—government, news media, even
organized religion—have proven to be subject to the same failures
to which we ourselves are prone. How do we sort out truth from all
the political noise that distorts what we hear? John says the
Spirit’s been given to us for precisely this task. Pray for the gift of
holy discernment.
Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 (53).
“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Monday, May 03, 2021
FEAST OF PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES

Don’t think less of others
Poor James the Lesser. The other apostle named James—the
Greater—got the better nickname. We don’t even know anything
about James the Lesser, other than his name and that Jesus
picked him to be one of the 12—but that alone speaks volumes
about this James. We’ve all experienced what it feels like to have
labels attached to us that make us feel less in the eyes of others, if
we even feel seen or known at all. But God looks past those labels
to the truth of our identity. That’s where you’ll find your value and
dignity, even if others don’t seem to. Remember that, like James,
you are God’s chosen.
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14 (561). “Do
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Tuesday, May 04, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

May their force be with us
Today is Teacher Appreciation Day, recognizing teachers as a
force for good—especially in this pandemic year. Through John
Baptist de La Salle, patron saint of all teachers, we might say the
best educators naturally follow a “Lasallian” philosophy of
education. “The Lasallian tradition emphasizes the fact that all
people, especially the young, have an inherent dignity which
comes from their being created in the image of God,” explains St.
Mary’s College of Winona. “Education is a means of developing
this dignity for the well-being of each student as well as for the
well-being of our society.” Thank a teacher today.
Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a (286). “Do not let
your hearts be troubled or afraid.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Wednesday, May 05, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Celebrate the dignity of diversity
Though today’s “Cinco de Mayo” celebrations commemorate but a
single Mexican victory over France at the Battle of Puebla on May
5, 1862, in the United States it has become an opportunity to honor
the heritage and culture of Mexican people. As folks revel in
parades and festivals, enjoying Mexican cuisine and music, we
recall these words from the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
“Human interdependence is increasing and spreading through the
world . . . embracing people who enjoy equal natural dignity.”

Thursday, May 06, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Focus on the essentials
One of the earliest conflicts in the church had to do with whether
Gentiles should have to follow the laws and customs of Judaism.
Because Christianity grew out of Judaism, early church leaders
had a hard time sorting out what was essential to the emerging
Christian faith and what was simply the “way we’ve always done
it.” This question continues to vex church leaders to this day and
has gone through many iterations—from questions about ritual
practices, to prayers and social norms. What is essential to the
faith? That we love God with our whole heart, mind, and soul, and
love our neighbor as ourselves. Everything else may well be a
matter of custom. When it comes to faith, take time today to get
back to the basics.
Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11 (288). “It is my
judgment, therefore, that we ought to stop troubling the Gentiles
who turn to God.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Friday, May 07, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Connect with creation and Creator
If you have a garden, you might be checking the forecast these
days to see if conditions are right for planting. Gardens play an
outsize role in the Christian imagination. From the Garden of Eden
to the Garden of Gethsemane, key events happen in gardens. For
centuries communities of sisters, brothers, and priests have
cultivated gardens for food, edification, and connection to a major
metaphor for spiritual development. Seek out a patch of green, and
whether you plant a seed or enjoy a bloom, connecting with
creation will connect you with the Creator.
Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17 (289). “It was not
you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit that will remain.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Saturday, May 08, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Elevate your spiritual gaze
Blessed Teresa Demjanovich (1901-27) has been called
America’s “Little Flower.” Like Thérèse from Lisieux, France,
Teresa from Bayonne, New Jersey was a spiritual writer of great
insight who also died young. Because of her virtue, her writings,
and a miracle healing attributed to her intercession, she was
beatified in the Newark cathedral in 2014, the first-ever such
ceremony held in the United States. Her elevation to sainthood
awaits confirmation of a second miracle. Teresa’s mother died in
the 1918 pandemic, which killed well over 500,000 Americans.
Sound sadly familiar? Ask Blessed Teresa’s intercession for all
who have suffered because of COVID-19.
Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21 (290). “You do not
belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the world.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Fifth Sunday of Easter (B)
May 2, 2021

The Vine and the Branches
Become One
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

J

esus himself picked the image of the
vine to describe the reality of our
being united to him and the Father. And
this was not lost on early Christians.
One of the first images they used to
mark their graves was the vine and the
branches.
An amazing thing about a vine and
its branches is that you can’t tell the
difference between them. Look at a
grapevine and try to determine which
is the branch and which is the vine or
trunk. You can’t, since it appears as one
seamless reality. Jesus invites us to be so

Sunday Readings
Acts 9:26–31

The Church…was being built up
and walked in the fear of the Lord,
and with the consolation of the
Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.

close to him that we appear to be just
like him—“other Christs,” as our name
Christian suggests!
Second, the sap that springs from
the vine, runs through the branches,
and matures in the fruit is all the same.
The life in Jesus and the life in us as
Christians are the same. He has given us
the same Spirit that animated him, the
Holy Spirit.
This is why Jesus can guarantee that,
if we remain in him by listening to his
word and following his Spirit, we will
definitely bear much fruit. His word and
Spirit cannot remain sterile in us.
The most important result of being
united to Jesus and bearing fruit is that
not only will we be united to him in this
life, but this friendship will last for all
eternity. That’s why early Christians put
vines on their tombs. +

A Word from
Pope Francis
Let us not forget that the
Our Father is the prayer
of the poor. Our asking
for bread expresses our
entrustment to God for
our basic needs in life.
Everything that Jesus taught
us in this prayer expresses
and brings together the cry
of all who suffer from life’s
uncertainties.
—First World Day of the Poor,
November 19, 2017

1 John 3:18–24
Children, let us love not in word
or speech but in deed and truth.

John 15:1–8
[Jesus said,] “I am the vine, you are
the branches. Whoever remains in me
and I in him will bear much fruit.”

Jesus guarantees that,
if we remain in him by
listening to his word
and following his Spirit,
we will bear much fruit.
© 2021 Liguori Publications l Liguori.org

• Do I find ways to regularly read
and hear the word of God?
• What symbols would sincerely
represent the way I live my life?

Beyond Gun Control
By Fr. Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR

M

ichael couldn’t
wait to tell his
second-grade friend
what had happened
to him. “A policeman
pointed a gun at my head
this morning!” Michael’s
friend was scared, so
he told the teacher, who
told the principal, who
called Michael’s parents.
His parents explained
that their home had
been raided at 6:00 am by federal agents,
guns drawn. One had pointed a gun at
Michael. An uncle living with the family
had been arrested and charged with
illegal sale of semiautomatic weapons.
The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops called for gun control in
their document Community and Crime:
A Statement of the Committee on Social
Development and World Peace. That
document was followed by Responsibility,
Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A
Catholic Perspective on Crime and
Criminal Justice. It reiterated their
support for legislative efforts to protect
society from the violence associated with
easy access to deadly weapons. Since
then, the bishops affirmed their hope that
any government action on gun-violence
prevention would lead to greater respect
for human life.
Like it or not, violence is part of our
lives. Violent TV programs, video games,
and movies are a source of entertainment

for many. War,
insurrection, and mob
scenes are reported on
the news, in newspapers,
and across the internet.
Veterans are haunted
daily by the trauma of
battles fought decades
ago, and thousands of
soldiers continue to
fight in conflicts around
the world. Domestic
violence is a reality for
many, and the tragedies of Littleton,
Aurora, Columbine, Newtown, and Las
Vegas have left an indelible mark on the
American soul.
Even the Word of God is filled with
violence—it can be found throughout
the Hebrew and Christian Testaments.
Prophets, priests, and kings are guilty
of it; innocent and God-fearing men,
women, and children are victims of it—
and it’s often attributed to God. Even our
salvation was won through a horrific and
violent act. We can’t escape or explain
violence away. It’s a reality.
Our society encourages and celebrates
overindulgence. People overeat,
overspend, overwork, overachieve,
overcommit, overdose, and overreact. It
seems a bit like overkill to say this—but if
you can name it, you can indulge in it.
Many turn to gun control as a
remedy, and maybe there should be
stricter government oversight of the
availability and use of firearms. But a

deeper problem exists, one much greater
than uncontrolled access to weapons.
The inability to manage powerful
emotions and urges—the absence of
self-control—can have life-threatening
and life-ending consequences. Selfdiscipline and self-restraint are more
than indicators of healthy and mature
growth and development; they are
imperative to saving lives and building
and maintaining true and lasting peace.
As a nation, we’ve got a gun to
our head—it’s time to get control of
ourselves. +

Even the Word of God
is ﬁlled with violence—
it can be found
throughout the Hebrew
and Christian Testaments.

Risen Jesus, your abiding
presence gives us hope.
Help me to be a loving
presence to others.
—From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of
Easter through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage
and Mary Ann McSweeny

WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, Sts. Philip and James:
1 Cor 15:1–8 / Jn 14:6–14

Thursday, Easter Weekday:
Acts 15:7–21 / Jn 15:9–11

May 3–8

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:
Acts 15:1–6 / Jn 15:1–8

Saturday, Easter Weekday:
Acts 16:1–10 / Jn 15:18–21

May 2, 2021

Tuesday, Easter Weekday:
Acts 14:19–28 / Jn 14:27–31a

Friday, Easter Weekday:
Acts 15:22–31 / Jn 15:12–17
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