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Spiritual Communion Prayer  
  

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually  
into my heart ... I embrace You as if  

You were already there and  
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”   

 
Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful 

 

 For the church and its members, especially the newly 
baptized and received, that their faith grow strong and 
their love increase. We pray to the Lord.   

 For the people of every nation, that they live their lives 
with courage and find true peace.  We pray to the Lord. 

 For a spirit of stewardship: may we make wise use of 
our natural resources and protect the soil, air, and water 
for future generations. We pray to the Lord.   

 For all children who are receiving First Communion 
this spring: that they will experience God’s love for 
them. We pray to the Lord.   

 For all who are broken and wounded: that God will 
help us recognize them as our brothers and sisters 
through the wounded Christ. We pray to the Lord.   

 For healing of the wounds of prejudice: that God will 
help us to recognize the dignity of each person and heal 
the divisions that exist. We pray to the Lord.   

 For the success of the priests pension and retirement 
fund in our diocese. We pray to the Lord.   

 For an end to the pandemic. We pray to the Lord.  

 For those who are sick.  Today we especially pray for: 
Mark Pringle, Conrad Lange, Josephine (Pat) 
Anderson, Betty Anne Tomney, Hiba Jimie, Raizel 
Zafra, Joan Paproski, Bob Hickie, Toni Truong.  We 
pray to the Lord.   

 For all who have died: that they be one with God for all 
eternity. We pray to the Lord.   

 For Carl Halbach, Judy Banda and Ron Wrishko on the 
anniversary of their death.  We pray to the Lord. 

 

 

Confession - Saturdays 
11:00 am - 12 noon 

Join us each Sunday for  
 

Rosary at 11:40 am 
Mass at 12 noon 

 

live streamed on  
Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com 

Spiritual care for those in hospital:  
 

For pastoral visits, spiritual care, and/or hospital chap-
laincy, including requests to see a priest  at Royal Uni-
versity Hospital and Saskatoon City Hospital please 
call Jacqueline Saretsky at 306-292-5531 or e-
mail jsaretsky@rcdos.ca. 
For St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon, where Spir itual 
Care is a hospital priority, please ask at the nursing desk, 
or call 306-655-5000 and ask them to page Spiritual 

Care.  Contact information 

 

Join Us for  
Weekday Mass  

Tuesday-Friday @ 8:30am 
Sign Up to attend 

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration 
 
 

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm  
( sponsored by HS - K of C) 

 

Fridays 9 am - 12 noon 

https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/for-those-in-need/hospital-chaplaincy/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april1




  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
  

To enquire about joining or if you have 

general questions call: 

 Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or  

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930   

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

  

Thinking about joining? 
 Have questions? Call: 

    James Nestmann (306) 260-8206 
              Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 

           My Story from My Heart 
 

I first connected with some lovely ladies from Holy Spirit Parish through the book club, and after 
getting to know them, and finding out that they were CWL members, I agreed to become a member. I 

wanted to get to know them better, and to become more involved within my parish. It was fun going for lunches 
after golfing, and as I became more familiar with them and the CWL, I decided to join the executive. I felt they were 
making a difference, especially with resolutions, and I wanted to be involved with this aspect. Although I didn’t get 
an opportunity to work on resolutions, I did serve as secretary for a two-year term. I have missed getting together 
with these lovely ladies during the pandemic, but I look forward to better times ahead, and perhaps getting more 
involved once again. I truly felt connected with these women, accepted and welcomed by them, and from this ac-
ceptance, I got the courage to further get involved in my parish, by signing up for ministries, leading a CWL-initiated 
study, and leading the book club. Some times I’ve cherished and miss are the monthly masses we celebrate togeth-
er, the potlucks we indulge in two to three times during the year, and mostly, just knowing that I am one of them. 
They are a great bunch of women! ~Isabelle McCrea 

        Why am I a Member? 
 

The CWL of Canada is a powerful group representing more than 70,000 Catholic women, expressing their concern 
and acting upon issues of the present time. 
 The League is a gift of faith, friendship, leadership development, support and affirmation. 
 The League is the blueprint for all Catholic women. 
 Through standing committees, members feel the pulse of what is happening in church and society. 
 The resolutions process promotes the rights and dignity of all persons. 
 The league gives members the opportunity to serve “For God and Canada.” 
 

Together we share our gifts and watch wonderful works happen. 

A Special evening to Honour  

the Blessed Virgin Mary  

and reaffirm our dedication to the  

sanctity of human life.  

Thursday April 15th Knights of Columbus  
Silver Rose Prayer Service  

Holy Spirit Church – 7:00 pm 
Sign Up on line to attend 

 

A prayer evening consisting of the Holy Rosary, Liturgy of the Word and Litany to Honour Our  
Lady of Guadalupe.  Hosted by the Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus – All are welcome 

tel:+13062608206
tel:+13069339499
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-kofc


CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

RCIA is being offered this year virtually.  They are 
meeting Wednesday evenings at 
7:00 via Zoom. For further 
information please contact Arch 
McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net 
or amckay@rcdos.ca .  
  

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but 
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.  
For information and to register for the next session 
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email 
ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 

In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of 
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would 
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.   

I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning.  I so look forward to telling you more 
about this encouraging and gratifying process.   Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

 INFANT BAPTISM  
 

Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at 
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we are 
baptizing children one family at a 
time.  So if you have a new baby and are 
thinking of baptism for him/her.  If you 

are expecting a baby or if you would simply like more 
information about celebrating the sacrament of baptism 
at Holy Spirit parish.  I would love to hear from you!   
If this is not your first child and you have attended 
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you 
don’t need to take prep again.  
If this is your first child please call and we can arrange 
for the prep session and then the celebration. Please 
contact Sharon spowell@rcdos.ca  or 306-374-1425. 

‘Greatest Hallelujah’ 
 

The Spirit of the Cross music group 

from Holy Spirit Parish came together 

for this beautiful song. Let it guide 

your celebration this Easter Season! 

(click on the image to listen) 

Saturday May 1st - 1pm to 4pm -  
The CWL parish-wide food drive for Guadalupe House  

 

This will take place in the parking lot of the church. We will have volun-
teers there to meet you and help load items into their vehicles, which will 
then be taken to Guadalupe House. Masks will be worn, and hand sanitizer 
will be used. We had a very successful drive in the fall and hope to see a 
great turn out again. Thank you for your generosity!  

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us:  
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. Alleluia.  Luke 24.32 

mailto:agmckay1@sasktel.net
mailto:amckay@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
https://youtu.be/5rweTltmCno


VIEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

He is Risen!   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.    
Let us burst forth in joy and jubilation as we bring the 
good news of our Risen Christ into the world.  In one 
word, what does Easter mean to you?  Please click on the 
link below to see what the people of Holy Spirit say?   
Click here to read. 

Why is the Easter Season  

50 Days Long? 

 

 

  

Easter for Catholics s is not just one day - it's a 50-day period. The 

season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of 

Easter and ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the 

Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 

Easter season is more than just an extended celebration of the res-

urrection of Jesus. In the early church, Lent was and still is a sea-

son for new comers to the faith, to learn about the faith and prepare 

for baptism on Easter Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day 

Easter season was to continue the faith formation of these new 

Christians. 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means when we say Christ is 

Risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms and how, through this sacrament, we are 

“incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter People,” we celebrate and ponder the birth 

of the Church and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to live as faithful disciples of Christ.  Hap-

py Easter everyone! 

Celena Komarnicki 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

  

April 18, 3rd Sunday of Easter 

  Children’s Liturgy      

   Children’s Bulletin 

If you can’t open the links please go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/views/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-is-easter-over-what-comes-next
https://www.umc.org/en/content/renewing-waters-how-united-methodists-understand-baptism
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Childrens-Liturgy-3rd-Sunday-of-Easter-Year-B.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/sharing_your_faith_bulletin.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/baptism_jesus_mk_bulletin-1.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/jesus_appears_to_the_disciples_bulletin.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/


We have a limit of 30 people allowed to attend a 
Mass time.  You must sign up to attend.  Sign up 
online using the link to the left or call the office 
between Monday and Friday, 9 am - 4:30 pm 306-
374-1425. 

Click the orange 
square to sign up for 

Mass 

Fear is one of the most common of all emotions. We all fall into its grasp from time to time. 
It can be very real and even cause us to freeze up and not act as we should. The disciples 
certainly experienced this when Christ appeared in their midst as they were listening to the 
two disciples [recount] what had taken place on the way. 

The risen Christ came, offering them reassurance and peace. It is one thing to hear a story about Christ’s post-
resurrection appearance, it is another to see it with your own eyes. The evangelist does not hold back in describing 
their fear – even their incredulity. They see Jesus but they immediately think it might be a ghost or a hallucination.  

But Jesus will not allow that fear to have the last word. Reassuring them of his real, actual presence, he proves it 
by the most common of all actions: He invites them to look at his hands and feet, and to touch him so they will sense 
the reality of flesh and bones, which a ghost does not have. And then he eats in front of them – something else a 
ghost would not do. But more than just ameliorating the disciples’ fear, Jesus’ presence has a triple purpose: to 
prove his resurrection, to help them understand the fulfilled Scriptures, and to prepare them for their mission before 
the world.  

Jesus calls them witnesses – martyrs in Greek – disciples who give all to proclaim the risen Christ. Peter becomes 
one of the great examples of this change. In our first reading, we saw a different Peter from the Good Friday man 
who denied Jesus three times. Filled with the truth of the Resurrection and the power of the Spirit, he is the very 
opposite of fearful. Now he has the courage to stand before those who condemned Jesus – to proclaim him as the 
fulfillment of the prophetic promises and to call all to repentance. Saint John matches this powerful message with a 
reminder to his community of the immensity of Jesus’ forgiveness. 

 So what about us? It is easy in our broken humanity to allow fear and doubt to control us. Yet they must never 
have the last word: Christ always finds a way to reassure us of the truth and reality of the Resurrection, and its offer 
of life. As believers, we find that reassurance in the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church where the Scriptures 
are proclaimed and the Spirit is at work. Here, we encounter Christ. Here, he takes away our fears and doubts and 
frees us to go out and share the Good News. Jesus has conquered sin and death. The reign of fear is over.  

Once again we are back to only 30 people being able to gather at one time in places of worship.  This means you 

can only attend if you have signed up online or  called the office.  If  you are not on the schedule and you show up 

you will be asked to schedule yourself or call the office for a future Mass time. Unfortunately you can’t  stay.  

Please understand how hard it is for an usher or the presiding priest to turn people away so please don’t come 

without being signed up.  When using the online sign up you will always receive a confirmation email letting you 

know that you signed up successfully.  Be sure that after you checked off the time and date you want, click the 

‘Save and Submit ‘ button at the bottom your screen!  

If you can’t attend, join our 12 noon live streamed Mass  Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april1
https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/


Holy Spirit Parish 

 

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 

 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  
Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 

 
Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Phong Pham  ppham@rcdos.ca 

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions 
you must sign up online or call the office to attend. Click 
this link to schedule a time and date for yourself:  Sign 
Up Genius 
12 noon  Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 
Adoration : Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12 
noon  (No Adoration when there is a funeral) 
 

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church 
Any  other time by appointment call  
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Associates: 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  jaltrogge@rcdos.ca 

 
Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 

 
Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 

 

Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 

 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 

 

 

 

     

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi  
James Nestmann  
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

Finance Committee:  

Byron Bitz  Jonathon Neufeld, Council rep 

Mike Gartner - Chair Melina Palendat 

Greg Kirzinger Pat Pitka 

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

ways to submit parish donations:  
    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish 

website, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

  

2. Through CanadaHelps click  

                                                
  

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposit-

ed, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with any 

special offering designation. 
  

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J  3V7 
  

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april1
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf




 

 
 
April 14, 2021 

      Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter 
 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines for Places of Worship 
 
 Dear Pastors and Clergy, Parish Life Directors, and Faithful of the 
Diocese of Saskatoon: 
 

I join many of you in disappointment at the April 13 announcement by the 
province’s Premier and Chief Medical Officer again reducing the numbers who can 
gather for worship in our churches.  

 
After a brief respite permitting gatherings of 30 per cent of a building’s capacity 

up to 150, we are again restricted to 30 persons being allowed in the building for 
worship services, without regard for the size of the building. 
 

While we understand the need to address rising numbers in COVID-19 cases in 
Saskatchewan, and in particular, the increase in the more-dangerous variants of the 
virus, we are once again frustrated that churches have been singled out for greater 
restrictions, while other service agencies, businesses, restaurants, bars, and retail 
outlets, etc. are exempt from any additional restrictions. It does feel as if faith 
communities are being unfairly singled out! For some among us, the disappointment 
and frustration of this is also a source of anger and even resistance.  
 

While I understand and deeply share the concerns being expressed, I wish to 
strongly affirm that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon will continue to cooperate 
with government efforts to combat the transmission of COVID-19, which remains a real 
and serious threat. This is a step we take in solidarity with all who are suffering, with 
those who are most vulnerable among us, in actions that are always consistent with the 
gospel call to guard every human life. 

 
At the same time, I continue to join other faith leaders in our province in strongly 

advocating for fair treatment for faith communities when it comes to numbers 
permitted to gather for worship, on par with restrictions placed on other sectors of our 
society. I also encourage any and all of the faithful with strong concerns about the 
current restrictions to contact the following:  

 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 
123 Nelson Rd    Phone:     306-242-1500 
Saskatoon  SK   S7S 1H1   Fax:         306-244-6010 
www.rcdos.ca    Toll free:   877-661-5005 



 

 
1. Your own MLA, names and addresses can be found at: 

https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/ 
2. Hon. Scott Moe, Premier of Saskatchewan:   

scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net | 306-787-9433  
3. Saskatchewan Ministry of Health:  

he.minister@gov.sk.ca | 306-787-7345 
 

Please note that the Faith Leaders Liaison Group to the Government of 
Saskatchewan is also willing to accept your messages and will forward them to the 
government.  The group can be contacted via e-mail at: NJesson@archregina.sk.ca. 
 

Once again, I express my profound gratitude to all who persevere in faith and charity 
during these times of challenge, including our pastors, who have offered the 
Sacraments, ministry and support throughout this pandemic, grateful for the many 
creative ways you have reached out and continued to Proclaim Christ in every 
circumstance.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

 Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen 

https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/
mailto:scottmoe.mla@sasktel.net
mailto:he.minister@gov.sk.ca
mailto:NJesson@archregina.sk.ca


 
Updated April 14, 2021 
 

DIRECTIVES FOR SACRAMENTS IN COVID-19 
  

Dear Pastors, Parish Life Directors, and Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon:  
 
Please find the following compiled and updated directives for Sacraments during 

Covid-19.  These directives apply to all ministry and worship spaces, even those not in a 
parochial setting, i.e. chapels, oratories, and any other liturgical worship space.  Note these 
relate primarily to the Liturgy and Sacraments.  Please refer to the Government of 
Saskatchewan Public Health Orders and the Guidelines for Places of Worship for additional 
information.  Please see the full Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan for guidelines outside the 
congregational setting.   
 

Profound gratitude is expressed to all who persevered in faith and charity during 
these times of challenge, offering the Sacraments, ministry and support in the many 
creative ways you have reached out to your people. 
 
  

 
 

1. The faithful continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and holy days of obligation. 
a. Those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue or who are 65 or 

older are strongly encouraged, for their own health, to avoid the risk of 
attending public celebrations of the Mass.  

b. We encourage parishes to continue to live-stream Mass as they have been doing 
so those unable to attend in person can maintain a spiritual connection with 
their local parish. 

2. Effective April 16, 2021, the total number of people attending the place of 
worship cannot exceed 30 individuals. 

3. While concurrent services are permitted in other rooms in the facility, the 
combined capacity within the facility may not exceed 30 persons.   

4. The capacity limit applies to all persons within the place of worship except 
clergy/religious leadership and key staff/volunteers. Please keep this number 
as low as possible and in any case, no more than 6 individuals required to 
facilitate. 

5. A system of registration is recommended.  
6. Churches can be open for prayer.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament may take 

place provided at least one person remains present throughout.  
7. The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be offered in accordance with the following: 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 
123 Nelson Rd    Phone:     306-242-1500 
Saskatoon  SK   S7S 1H1   Fax:         306-244-6010 
www.rcdos.ca    Toll free:   877-661-5005 

Compiled Directives for Covid-19 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/public-health-measures/public-health-orders#current-public-health-orders
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/guidelines/places-of-worship-guidelines
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/re-open-saskatchewan
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a.  Confessionals may be used if satisfying the requirements of personal distancing. 
b.  Alternative spaces should be made ready that allow for protection of the seal of 

the sacrament as well as personal distancing.   
8. Baptisms may take place in accordance with the following: 

a. All of the directives concerning capacity and social distancing should be 
observed. 

b. The priest is to wear a mask when close proximity is necessary for the baptism. 
c. Water should be blessed in a separate receptacle (large pitcher) and poured over 

each candidate. 
d. Anointing may be done with a cotton swab or purify hands between each 

anointing. 
9. Holy water fonts are to remain empty until further notice.  
10. Hand sanitizer and/or alternate sanitizing options should be available throughout 

the church. 
11. Couples or families from the same household may sit together and are to maintain a 

personal distancing of two meters (six-feet) between their family and other families 
or individuals while in the church. 

12. Appropriate and adequate signage should be posted indicating the requirement of 
distancing and maximum numbers. 

13. Pews, door handles and knobs, restrooms and high traffic areas of the church are to 
be wiped down and sanitized, with the removal of trash and other items from the 
pews, at regular intervals. 

14. Those who are symptomatic, who have potentially been exposed to another with the 
virus, or have travelled out of country within the last 14 days, are not permitted to 
enter the church, in accordance with national, provincial and local health directives. 

15. Non-ceremonial meetings are permitted in groups no larger than 30 as long as 
physical distancing can be maintained.  No food or beverage is allowed. 

 
 
 
 

BEFORE MASS 
1. In order to maintain personal distancing and reduce the spread of the virus, 

parishes will need to enact the following: 
a. For the purposes of social distancing, Masses should take place in the larger 

church and not small chapels. 
b. Parishes may need to consider temporarily adjusting or adding to their Mass 

schedule. 
c. Parishes are permitted to only allow the maximum permitted number of persons 

to access / enter the church, including the priest and ministry volunteers. This 
may require communicating to the people in advance of the Liturgy.  

d. A system of pre-registration is recommended.  
e. Contact Tracing: 

i. For the purposes of contact tracing, places of worship are required to collect 
and maintain a list of people that are present within their facilities for any 
purposes. Contact details must include date, time, name, address, and phone 

MASS PROVISIONS 
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number or email address.  (If details are available through parishioner 
registration the attendee name will suffice.) 

ii. When collecting contact details, avoid the sharing of pens or other common 
touch instruments unless disinfected between each use. 

iii. Contact registration lists must be maintained confidentially by the place of 
worship and destroyed after 30 days. 

f. There should be a guarantee of two meters (six feet) distance between 
households attending Mass and other celebrations.  Considerations should be 
made given the layout of each particular church. 

2. Appropriate cleaning of high use areas within the church is to be done before and 
after each service.  

3. All hymnals and missalettes are to be removed from the pews and stored for the 
duration of the pandemic.  No other materials may be left in the pews.  The faithful 
are encouraged to bring their own liturgical resources for use during the celebration 
of Mass.  Single-use materials can be considered.   

4. Doors may be propped or held open to prevent people from touching the door 
handles, knobs or push plates. 

5. An announcement may need to be made before Mass about personal distancing, the 
collection, reception of Communion, and other protocols. 

 
DURING MASS 

1. Please refer to the Re-open Saskatchewan Plan for full guidelines for Places of 
Worship.   

2. Staff, ushers or other volunteers should assist where needed. As previously 
indicated, attendance will be limited to assure compliance with social distancing 
requirements.  

3. Families are to maintain six-foot distancing between their family and other families 
or individuals throughout the celebration of Mass. 

4. Masking for all parishes and ministry: 
a. All individuals require masks at all times with the exception of individuals under 

the age of two and those whose particular medical condition prevents them from 
wearing a mask as determined by a health professional.   

b. Masks are required for cantors, singers and soloists.  
c. Speakers at podiums are not required to wear their mask while speaking to the 

congregation provided that there is a minimum 3 meters (10 feet) between the 
speaker and others.  This means a priest and/or lectors are not required to use a 
mask provided that they are at least 3 meters (10 feet) from other members of 
the congregation.   

5. If contacted by more than one minister, the kissing of the Lectionary or Book of the 
Gospels is to be omitted. The priest or deacon may substitute this with another form 
of veneration such as a reverent bow of the head.  

6. The procession at the Preparation of the Gifts is temporarily suspended. Collection 
baskets (or any other materials) are not to be passed from one family to another, 
nor shall ushers take up the collection from the congregation.  Stationary baskets 
are to be used for donations from the assembly and are to be monitored by the 
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ushers until the donations are collected and handled according to the proper 
protocols.  

7. The Sign of Peace may be omitted entirely, or done with a simple gesture, such as a 
reverent bow, there is to be no physical contact. 

8. It is recommended that separate chalices be prepared for each concelebrating priest 
and/or deacon. 

9. Mass is generally to be celebrated without servers at the altar. 
10. A priest or deacon considered high-risk is permitted to refrain from distributing 

Holy Communion and may delegate distribution to an extraordinary minister of 
Communion where necessary.  Extraordinary Ministers of Communion may also be 
used where necessary due to time and the number of communicants.  Proper 
distancing and Communion lines will need to be considered. 

11. When video live-streaming Mass, Communion is to be distributed following Mass.  
Alternatively, Communion may be distributed to the faithful at the ordinary time 
within the Mass, however the video must not capture the distribution. 

12. When deemed pastorally and practically necessary, the distribution of Communion 
to the faithful may be administered following Mass. When this happens, it is to take 
place after the Communion Prayer and Final Blessing following Mass, which has the 
following advantages: 
a. Allows for additional precautions while maintaining liturgical integrity of the 

Mass;  
b. Provides additional time for navigating and distributing Communion while 

allowing any live-streams to cease for privacy and in the interest of time; and  
c. Gives freedom to the faithful to determine whether or not they receive. 
To carry this out please note the following: 
d. A sufficient number of hosts should be consecrated during the Mass in a separate 

covered ciborium placed on a corporal at a distance on the altar. 
e. The priest would consume the Eucharist in the usual way and return the newly 

consecrated hosts to the tabernacle (where practical). 
13. For the distribution of Communion, ushers or other volunteers may assist to ensure 

six-foot distancing in the Communion line.  Floor markings may be placed six feet 
apart in the aisles to facilitate proper social distancing during Communion. 

14. The priest must wear a mask and must sanitize his hands immediately before and 
after distributing Communion.  Physical contact should be avoided when placing the 
host in the communicant’s hands.  Sanitize intermittently as necessary. 

15. Communicants are to receive the Eucharist, step aside to remove their mask to 
consume, and replace the mask immediately after. 

16. Distribution of the Holy Communion (Blood of Christ) from the chalice is prohibited 
to the assembly. For those who are gluten intolerant, special arrangements are to be 
made with the pastor.  

17. The communicant is not permitted to self-communicate, even by means of 
intinction.  Concelebrating priests may receive by intinction.   

18. Those who choose to receive on the tongue must be the last to receive and must do 
so under the following conditions: 
a. Those receiving on the tongue, after responding ‘Amen’, are asked to extend 

their tongue far enough so that the Sacred Host can be placed on the tongue.  
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This is to prevent the host from falling and in order for the priest to avoid any 
contact with the communicant. 

b. The priest must disinfect between communicants with the exception of those 
receiving from the same household which should be done as follows: 
i. Dilute fingers in bowl of water (so as not to profane the Eucharist by 

rubbing sanitizer/mixing with crumbs from the Host);  
ii. Dry hand on towel (if need be); and  
iii. Sanitize prior to proceeding to give Communion to the next household. 

19. Those who refrain from receiving communion still unite themselves with the 
sacrifice of Christ. Non-communicants are kindly asked to remain in their places 
rather than process to request a blessing.  

20. The faithful may depart after making a brief prayer of thanksgiving. 
21. When Holy Communion occurs after the end of Mass, special attention needs to be 

given to devotion to the Holy Eucharist. In particular, persons who receive Holy 
Communion should take some deliberate quiet devotional time before proceeding to 
exit the Church and/or encouraging others following the Mass. 

22. With the delegation and commissioning of the Pastor, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion may take Communion to the sick, elderly, or home-bound on an 
individual basis, in accordance with all protocols of the Government of 
Saskatchewan and the protocols in place by governing body of the facility, if 
applicable.   

 
AFTER MASS 

1. Families and individuals should depart the church in an organized manner and 
observing six feet of distance between other households. Ushers or ministers of 
hospitality may need to direct this process. 

2. Ushers are not to hand out bulletins or other materials.  
3. Clergy and other ministers may only greet parishioners as they exit the church if 

they can maintain social distancing and avoid physical contact.  
4. No food or drink may be present or served. 
5. Pews and other high traffic areas of the church are to be wiped down before the next 

service, with the removal of trash and other items from the pews. 
6. Restroom facilities and door handles, push plates, and knobs are to be sanitized 

after each service.  
 

 

 
 
 

CONFIRMATIONS AND FIRST COMMUNIONS 
Confirmations and First Communions postponed by the directive of March 15, 2020, can be 
scheduled. 
 

1. With these directives, I hereby grant delegation to all pastors/administrators to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation (along with First Eucharist) for those 
baptized Catholic as infants or children whose Confirmation was postponed due to 
the pandemic until June 30, 2021, only. (I may be available upon request.)  

PROVISIONS FOR OTHER SACRAMENTS 
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2. Pastors/administrators and their pastoral leadership team, should determine when 
and how First Communions and Confirmation should be scheduled and celebrated 
so that they are in total compliance with all the provisions of Phase Three and all 
those who were to receive First Communion and Confirmation during the time of 
postponement will do so by June 30, 2021.   

3. In order to comply with limited capacity and personal distancing, it is recommended 
that a limited number of those to receive Confirmation and First Communion be 
scheduled during Sunday Masses or other designated times until all have celebrated 
the Sacraments. (See Mass Provisions above.) 

4. Pastors may choose to defer Confirmations and First Eucharist Celebrations for this 
year and have them take place with the 2021 Celebrations. 

5. Due to the separation of First Communion and Confirmation as announced in the 
Age of Sacrament of Confirmation letter dated July 8, 2020, pastors can also choose 
to carryout First Eucharist Celebrations but defer Confirmations to 2021.    

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (paragraphs 26-30) envisions exceptional 
circumstances when the normal celebration of initiation at the Easter Vigil may not take 
place. 
 
During the time of delay, it is crucial that catechists, sponsors and godparents remain in 
contact with the catechumens and candidates.  Accordingly, when Phase Three begins, and 
adhering to all Phase Three provisions, the following applies: 
 

1. At least one Scrutiny should be celebrated, either at Sunday Mass or at another 
time when convenient. 

2. The Rites of Initiation are to be celebrated in their entirety according to RCIA. 
3. It is not permitted to separate the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism - 

Confirmation - First Eucharist) for catechumens (elect) being fully initiated. 
4. As far as possible, the sacraments of initiation are to be celebrated on a Sunday 

(or a Saturday evening anticipatory Mass), using, as occasion suggests, the 
Sunday Mass or one of the ritual Masses).  

5. Lucernarium and Liturgy of the Word of the Easter Vigil are unique to the Vigil 
and are not to be celebrated outside of the Easter Vigil itself.  

 
CONFIRMATION OF ADULT CATHOLICS 

I hereby grant delegation to pastors to confirm adult baptized Catholics (18+) until April 
4, 2021.  (I may be available upon request.) 
 

RECEPTION INTO FULL COMMUNION 
Priests may celebrate the “Reception Into Full Communion” at any appropriate time during 
the year, preferably on a Sunday, according to RCIA, 487. Delegation to confirm is not 
required. 
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Note that the “Confirmation of Adult Catholics” and the “Reception into Full Communion” 
should not be done at the same liturgical celebration as the full initiation of the 
catechumens. 
 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE INTO THE ORDER OF CATECHUMENS 
Due to the pandemic, the requirement for a full year catechumenate may be shortened for 
2021 only.  The Rite of Acceptance should be celebrated as soon as possible after public 
worship resumes, at least six months before Easter, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
Should a pastor become aware of positive Covid-19 case within the parish or potential 
contact with a Covid-19 carrier, please contact Saskatchewan Public Health at 1-855-559-
5502 and follow any instruction provided.  Should you become symptomatic call the 
HealthLine at 811.  Reference protocols for handling an infection or contact can be found 
at the link below. 
 
Concurrently with the notice provided to the Health Authorities, contact Patrick Clarke, 
Human Resources Manager, at pclarke@rcdos.ca 306-659-5835 or Heather Fiolleau, 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop, at hdfiolleau@rcdos.ca 306-659-5824 to notify the 
Diocese of the situation.  Further instruction may be provided based on an assessment of 
the pastor/parish circumstance.   
 
 
 
 

Prior directives and updates can be found on our website at the following link: 
Covid-19 Updates for the Diocese of Saskatoon 
 

Additional information from the Government of Saskatchewan can be found here: 
Current Public Health Orders 
Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan  
COVID-19 Cleaning and Disinfection for Public Facilities 
Self-Assessment Tool 
Protocols for Handling an Infection or Contact 
 

Again, I thank pastors, parish communities and faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon for 
their patience and consideration throughout this time.  Everyone has done an extraordinary 
job in continuing ministry and reaching out to keep prayerful communication with so many.  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

 Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen 

Covid-19 Occurrence Protocol 

Conclusion and Reference Documents 

mailto:pclarke@rcdos.ca
mailto:hdfiolleau@rcdos.ca
http://rcdos.ca/covid-19-updates
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/public-health-measures/public-health-orders#current-public-health-orders
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/re-open-saskatchewan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/public-health-measures/guidance-for-health-care-facilities/cleaning-and-disinfecting-public-facilities
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-self-assessment
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/public-health-measures/public-health-orders#current-public-health-orders


1Diocesan Bulletin
   April 18, 2021 - Third Sunday of Easter

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events

Arise Catholic women’s retreat will be launched online
Saturday, May 1. “Arise: Put On the Amour of Light” will feature
speakers Heather Khym, Debbie Herbeck, Mary Bielski, Rachel
Herbeck, and Bishop Scott McCaig. Find more information
and/or registration for the online retreat on the website at:
https://arisecatholicmovement.ca

Catholic Conscience Presents “Resisting Throwaway
Culture: How a Consistent Life Ethic Can Unite a
Fractured People.” This is an online conversation about how
Catholics can transcend the left-right political divide and build
a political culture of encounter and hospitality. The free webinar
will be held Wednesday, April 21 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
SK time. Register at: https://throwawayculture.eventbrite.ca

Engage Difference! Introducing Intercultural
Ministry Workshop will be held online on Zoom from 6:30
p.m. to 8: 30 p.m. Thursday, April 22 and Thursday, April 29.
Registration is $40, which  includes both sessions. Register at
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-
difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
or e-mail Nicholas Jesson at njesson@archregina.sk.ca. This
two-part workshop is planned in the spirit of the LAURC
Covenant by the Ecumenical Stewardship Committee of the
Anglican Diocese of Qu'Appelle, the Saskatchewan Synod of
the ELCIC, and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Regina

St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation Annual General Meeting
will be held Thursday, April 22 at 12 p.m. online via Zoom. Call
(306) 655-5821 or e-mail Jennifer.Bow@sphfoundation.org to
RSVP and receive the Zoom password and link.

CWL Clothing Depot Annual General Meeting will be
held online via Zoom only at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 27. All CWL
members are eligible to attend. To register to attend the virtual
meeting email maryjacobi@shaw.ca by Sunday, April 25. The
link for the meeting will be e-mailed to all attendees April 26.
Thank you for your patience as we strive to be responsive to
the regulations mandated by Sask Health to keep everyone
safe during this pandemic.

Fundraiser for Catholic Missions in Canada (CMIC) will
be held online Thursday, April 29 at 6 p.m. SK time: Help
sustain the Catholic faith in remote Canada in these troubled
times. Join online to experience CMIC’s Tastes of Heaven
Virtual Gala to raise support for Canadian missions. CMIC
President Fr. David Reilander and Stewardship Officer Joe
Gennaro will host an in-depth look at missionary sustenance −
including costs of transportation, food, and utilities. His
Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins, will present the St.
Joseph’s Award to an exemplary Canadian missionary. Included
is a live discussion during a virtual wine tasting. For information
and registration go to: https://cmic.info/tastes-of-heaven/

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family for our
retired priests, that they may experience God’s abundant love
as they walk a new path of prayer and servanthood in
retirement, and that our community will respond generously
to support and care for them.

Priest Pension and Retirement Fund
2021 Collection

Our retired priests have given their lives to us,
the people of the Diocese of Saskatoon. They

have faithfully led their parish communities, sharing
God's loving and sustaining word and celebrating

the sacraments. Parishioners across the diocese will
receive a letter regarding the 2021 Priests' Pension &
Retirement Fund. Please prayerfully read the letter
and consider making a gift to the Priests' Pension &
Retirement Fund. For those who prefer to make

your gift online using your credit card, please go to
https://dscf.ca/priest-pension-fund/

(By making your gift online you help us lower administrative
costs, and you will receive your charitable tax receipt
immediately via a confirmation email. Simply click on
the 'eReceipt' link embedded in the confirmation email

to open your receipt.  Please remember to print and save your 
receipt on your electronic device for your 2021 tax return.)

Gifts of cheques should be sent to the following
address:  Priests' Pension & Retirement Fund, 
123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK  S7S 1H1.

Thank you for your support of our retired priests!

https://arisecatholicmovement.ca
https://throwawayculture.eventbrite.ca
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
https://cmic.info/tastes-of-heaven/
 https://dscf.ca/priest-pension-fund/


2Message Board
Scam Alert – Please be aware that fraudulent messages
continue to circulate via e-mail, as well as via text and message
apps, allegedly coming from our priests, bishop, or others in the
Catholic community, asking for money, gift cards, or other gifts.
Please disregard all such messages! Do NOT reply or engage
with the individuals sending these messages. The e-mail
addresses typically look like they could be real (using names,
titles, etc.). These messages may ask if you are busy, ask for a
favour, and then directly ask for iTunes gift cards or funds. Do
NOT send gift cards, money, or cash transfers if requested to
do so over e-mail or via text message. If you receive messages
asking for help like this from our bishops or priests or other
leaders, either contact their offices directly to check whether the
messages are authentic, or just ignore. If you are the victim of
fraud, contact your local police or RCMP office.

Theology on Tap: For young adults 19 to 35 - Theology
on Tap is now online. The latest session features an interview
with Samson LaMontagne. Theology on Tap can be found on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/saskatoonTonT and this
session is on YouTube at https://youtu.be/D9EW0_nsChA.
Theology on Tap has been running for over 15 years serving
students and young adults of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Saskatoon and the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon.
It offers conversation on faith topics in a casual and comfortable
setting – now online to watch from the comfort of home. For
more information, e-mail Michael in Campus Ministry at St.
Thomas More College at mmaclean@stmcollege.ca

Kindergarten Registration for Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools is now open. Catholic faith-based
education helps children grow spiritually at school while they
grow physically, intellectually and emotionally. Because of
COVID-19 restrictions, families are not currently able to visit
schools and meet teachers in person. Virtually meet the teacher
and see the school at www.gscs.ca. You can also learn more
about language options (French immersion, Ukrainian bilingual,
Cree bilingual, Michif) and the Catholic fine arts school. Children
must be five years old on or before Jan. 31, 2022, to start school
in September 2021 (or five years old on or before Dec. 31, 2021
for the communities of Martensville, Warman, Biggar and
Humboldt). To find a school or learn more, visit www.gscs.ca. 

Year of Saint Joseph – A new page of resources for the
Year of Saint Joseph is provided on the website of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), offering prayers,
litanies, and devotions, as well as Church documents, a video
reflection series, and catechetical resources for children, youth
and adults. See the CCCB website at: https://www.cccb.ca 

CWL Social Justice Award - The Saskatchewan Provincial
Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada has
established a Social Justice Award for young women between
the ages of 18-35 years. The $1,000 award may be given to
one candidate or divided among qualified applicants to finance
participation in a reputable social justice activity, either at home
or abroad. Application deadline is June 15, 2021. Contact Mary
Nordick at (306) 374-5612 or e-mail m.nordick@sasktel.net 

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1 

Phone: (306) 242-1500  or  Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: kyaworski@rcdos.ca

Website:  https://rcdos.ca News:  https://news.rcdos.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Temporary Foreign Worker Support during COVID-19:
Saskatoon Open Door Society has a new program to assist
temporary foreign workers (TFW) who are being affected by the
pandemic. The program provides one-on-one support and
referrals, group information and orientation sessions, coun-
selling and mental health support, interpretation and translation,
and assistance with basic needs (housing, food, clothing,
transportation). For more information, contact Kaytee Edwards
at tfw@sods.sk.ca or (306) 653-4464 (Extension 423).

The Lay Formation Alumni Association will host its Fall
Gathering on Oct. 23 at Queen’s House with special guest
speaker Archbishop Don Bolen of Regina. Mark your calendars.

Spring Congress
Friday, April 23

Via Zoom or in person at 3 locations

https://rcdos.ca/spring-congress

https://www.facebook.com/saskatoonTonT
https://youtu.be/D9EW0_nsChA
https://www.gscs.ca/studentsandfamilies/Pages/Schools.aspx
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https://rcdos.ca
https://news.rcdos.ca
https://rcdos.ca/spring-congress/


Sunday, Apr 18, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Each one teach one
Each of us walks through miracles eventually. Maybe we know it
at the time and praise God heartily. Or perhaps we only look back
later, realize the road’s on fire behind us, and shiver. Sooner or
later, we all experience the mystery of grace that carries us over
obstacles, through dangers, and ferries us to safety. We are
witnesses of these things. And even if we’re reluctant to “talk
religion” to friends, coworkers, and strangers, we’ll inhabit hours
when it’s time to tell what we know about Divine Providence. Be
attentive for when your testimony is required.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 John 2:1-5a; Luke 24:35-
48 (47). “You are witnesses of these things.”

Monday, Apr 19, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Seek a way to serve
Saint Timon, whose feast is today, is mentioned in the Acts of the
Apostles (6:5) as one of seven deacons chosen by the apostles to
assist in ministering to the community of believers in Jerusalem.
As the apostles concentrated on preaching, the deacons assisted
in providing for the material needs of the community. This focus on
both word and deed, or evangelization and service, continues to
be the hallmark of Christian discipleship. As the church teaches in
Lumen Gentium, "Each one of the faithful must willingly hear the
word of God and accept God's Will, and must complete what God
has begun by their own actions with the help of God's grace."
What will you do to continue the work of love that begins and ends
with God?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:8-15; John 6:22-29 (273). “What can we
do to accomplish the works of God?”

Tuesday, Apr 20, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Seek the light in learning
On this day in 1303, Sapienza University of Rome was instituted
by Pope Boniface VIII. Sapienza, boasting such famous alumni as
Maria Montessori and Federico Fellini, is considered the first
pontifical university—an institution approved by the Vatican and
committed to teaching theology, philosophy, and canon law.
Today, all pontifical universities are governed by the document
Veritatis Gaudium, a 2017 update written by Pope Francis. It
begins: “The joy of truth expresses the restlessness of the human
heart until it encounters and dwells within God’s Light, and shares
that Light with all people.” How will you share God’s light today?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 7:51—8:1a; John 6:30-35 (274). "The bread
of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.”

Wednesday, Apr 21, 2021
MEMORIAL OF ANSELM, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Love the questions
How would you define the term theology? Google it and you find it
described as the critical study of the nature of God or the divine.
Saint Anselm (1033-1109) said it another way: “Theology is faith
seeking understanding.” Every time you try to understand how
God allows suffering, or wonder how it is that God loves every
human being, or try to understand if God truly hears your prayers,
you are doing the work of theology. As a French Benedictine monk

and later archbishop of Canterbury, Anselm was a wise and
learned teacher who challenged the secular power of kings. Your
life may not seem extraordinary, but the pursuit of knowledge
about God belongs to you as well. Don’t be afraid of the questions.
Ask for grace to allow the questions to help your faith grow.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 8:1b-8; John 6:35-40 (275). “Everyone who
. . . believes in him (the Son) may have eternal life.”

Thursday, Apr 22, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Prepare your heart for encounter
Today’s first reading about Philip explaining scripture to a
receptive Ethiopian is a beautiful example of something that Pope
Francis often emphasizes: the need for openness when we
encounter another, especially someone different from us. In
homilies, speeches, and documents, the Holy Father tells us we
are called to encounter Jesus, to allow ourselves to be changed
and shaped by that encounter, and to bring the same attitude to
our dealings with people. Pray for the grace of openness toward
the people you encounter today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 8:26-40, John 6:44-51 (276). “The bread
that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the world.”

Friday, Apr 23, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Be the change
Prior to his conversion, Saint Paul, who earlier in life was known
by his Hebrew name Saul, was most definitely no saint. He not
only disliked those who followed Jesus, he attacked them. So what
happened? He encountered Jesus the Christ. Jesus did not put
Paul through what fiction refers to as a “mind wipe,” or erasure of
former personality and memory. Jesus called Paul to stop and see
clearly the truth of his mindset and actions. And then Paul put in
the work. This is something we all have to do—put in the work—
especially when our dislike of those who are different leads to
harm.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59 (277). “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?”

Saturday, Apr 24, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Stay the course
Followers of Jesus have been disputing the meaning of the
eucharistic meal and Jesus’ instructions to “eat my flesh and drink
my blood” ever since the words were first uttered. Many could not
look beyond a literal interpretation of the words to see the powerful
symbolism of the image of the paschal lamb offered for the sins of
the community at Passover. So they simply walked away. Now
that the sacrifice has been accomplished and Easter season is
well underway, will you turn away as well, or are you with those
who stayed with Jesus because, like Peter, you have come to
believe that he has the words of eternal life?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 9:31-42; John 6:60-69 (278). “Many of his
disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer walked
with him.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Sharing Our Wounds
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The glorified Jesus is not easy for the 
apostles to recognize. There is a deep 
truth here. The Twelve are startled and 
terrified to see Jesus again. In fact, they 
even think they are seeing a ghost. 
Their fear and lack of faith makes it 
impossible to see him for who he is—
their resurrected Savior. Before they can 
truly see, they need to first accept him 
and believe.

And how does Jesus prove his identity 
to them? He shows them his wounds, the 
signs of his suffering and crucifixion. 
We often want to hide our wounds. We 

are ashamed of them and afraid of how 
others will react if they really knew. But 
Jesus, unashamed, shows his wounds 
and uses them as signs of who he is.

There is a message for us here. We 
need to allow our brokenness to find 
fullness and resurrection in Christ. 
It is at that point that the love of God 
is perfected in us. First, we need to 
acknowledge our wounds and not bury 
or hide them. Then we need to admit our 
need for healing. Finally, through prayer, 
confession, and help from those who 
love us, we allow Jesus’ redemptive love 
to wash over our wounds and give us 
renewal, rebirth, and healing.

As a result, like Jesus, we will no 
longer be ashamed of our wounds, but 
rather we will share them as evidence of 
the power of Jesus Christ. +

A Word from  
Pope Francis
We know that slander always 
kills. This “diabolical cancer” 
that arises from the desire 
to destroy the reputation 
of a person also attacks the 
ecclesial body and seriously 
damages it when, as a result of 
malicious interests or to cover 
up one’s own inadequacies, 
people unite to denigrate 
someone.

—General Audience,  
September 25, 2019

Sunday Readings
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
The author of life you put to death, 
but God raised him from death; of 
this we are witnesses.

1 John 2:1-5a
Whoever says, “I know him,” but 
does not obey his commandments, 
is a liar.”

Luke 24:35-48
[Jesus] asked them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” They gave 
him a piece of baked fish; he took it 
and ate it in front of them.

• Is there an area of my heart 
and life where I need Jesus’ 
healing?

• Am I confident in God’s 
power to raise me up out of 
my weakness?

We need to 
acknowledge our 

wounds and not bury 
or hide them. Then 

we need to admit our 
need for healing.
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Cain live in unforgiveness? Did he ever 
run home to Adam and Eve and tearfully 
beg their forgiveness? Did God forgive 
him? The Book of Genesis says only that 
time was given to Cain. Maybe that was 
the mark—that Cain couldn’t be forgiven. 
But I like to think that, in time, he was.

Can the Church, that through the 
centuries forgave millions, ever be 
forgiven for its role in the sexual abuse 
of minors? What will it take? For how 
long will the clerical collar be a mark of 
shame and repentance? I remember a 
time not long ago when it was the mark 
of forgiveness.

There’s still time for repentance and 
shame—and forgiveness. +

April 18, 2021

When Is It Time to Forgive?
By Fr. Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR

The first time it 
happened, I was 
speechless. A mother had 
come to the rectory. She 
didn’t like the answer 
she’d gotten from the 
parish school’s principal 
about the importance 
of timely tuition 
payments. When I gave 
her the same answer, 
she screamed at me. She 
called me a pedophile.

I had never been 
called that before. It’s 
happened a few times 
since, once by a homeless 
man and another time 
by a stranger—and the 
shock hasn’t worn off. 
Each time, my reaction 
has been the same. I 
think of the victims of 
sexual abuse. I think of 
the priests accused, the innocent and the 
guilty. I think of the Church. And I think 
about forgiveness. 

The book of Genesis says that after 
Cain killed his brother Abel, God put an 
indelible mark on him to prevent him 
from being killed. It seems God either 
wanted Cain to suffer a long life of shame 
for his sin or have plenty of time to 
repent. Maybe it was both. The point is 
that God gave time to Cain for either to 
happen.

Indelible marks of 
sorts have been left on the 
Church for what it did 
and didn’t do to guard 
and protect children 
and young people from 
predator priests. Much 
has happened since the 
United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops 
issued its Charter for the 
Protection of Children 
& Young People in 2002. 
Look at the websites of 
dioceses and religious 
orders across the 
country. The mark says 
Virtus or Praesidium. 
Departments for child 
and youth protection are 
everywhere, even in the 
Vatican. Standards and 
training sessions have 
been developed to teach 

ethical ministry practices with minors. 
Notices posted in church vestibules say 
in bold, black letters, “Report Sexual 
Abuse.” Criminal and civil suits abound. 
So do shame and repentance—as they 
should. 

Does time heal all wounds? Maybe 
it’s too soon to ask. There’s something 
missing amidst the shame, repentance, 
diocesan departments, and survivor 
networks. It’s the same thing I’ll bet Cain 
longed for: forgiveness. How long did 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
April 19-24

Monday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 6:8–15 / Jn 6:22–29

Tuesday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 7:51—8:1a / Jn 6:30–35

Wednesday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 8:1b–8 / Jn 6:35–40

Thursday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 8:26–40 / Jn 6:44–51

Friday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 9:1–20 / Jn 6:52–59

Saturday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 9:31–42 / Jn 6:60–69

Risen Lord, your resurrection 
revealed to the world the 
hope and promise of new 

life. Help me to be a faithful, 
hopeful, loving presence to all 

people.
From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of Easter 

Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage and 
Mary Ann McSweeny

Indelible marks have 

been left on the 

Church for what it 

did and didn’t do to 

protect children and 

young people from 

predator priests.


