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Spiritual Communion Prayer  
  

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually  
into my heart ... I embrace You as if  

You were already there and  
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”   

 
Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful 

 
• For the Church: that through the gift of the Spirit, we 
recognize God’s presence with us and profess as Thomas, 
“My Lord and My God”.  We pray to the Lord.  
 
• For peace: that the Spirit will open dialogue and new 
understanding amongst nations, communities, and 
families who are in conflict.  We pray to the Lord.  

 
• For all the newly baptized and for those who were 
received: may their faith continue to grow as they 
generously offer loving service to those in need.  We pray 
to the Lord.  

 
• For a spirit of openness: that we may be receptive to 
God’s love, forgiveness and mercy, which God 
abundantly pours out on us.  We pray to the Lord.  

 
• For those who are in prison and for victims of crime; 
that they may come to know Christ through the process of 
healing and forgiveness, we pray to the Lord.  

 
• For Confessors, and all ministers of reconciliation: 
that the Holy Spirit will give them wisdom and insight to 
help others recognize the breadth of God’s love and 
mercy.  We pray to the Lord.  

 
• For all assembled here to celebrate Christ’s victory, 
may faith light our lives and the lives of those we 
love.  We pray to the Lord.  

 
• For the sick:  that the Spirit will renew the gift of life 
in them.  Today we pray for:  Mark Pringle, Conrad 
Lange, Josephine (Pat) Anderson, Betty Anne Tomney, 
Hiba Jimie, Raizel Zafra, Joan Paproski.  We pray to the 
Lord.  

 

• For those who have died.  Today we especially 
remember:  Arnaold Jasken, John Prediger, Irene 
Schlosser, Peter Spehar, Kerry Veld, George Dreher, 
Theresa Becker, Melanio P. Domingo.   We pray to the 
Lord.  

• For Olga Loster on the anniversary of her death.  We 
pray to the Lord.  

Join us for the Rosary at 11:40 am 

and Mass at 12 noon 

Livestreamed Every Sunday  

Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/




Go to  the online sign up and schedule yourself for  
April 6-18 Masses or call 306-374-1425. If you don’t 
sign up there are no guarantees of Mass not being 
full.  You will also have to leave your contact info 
when you arrive. 

Click the orange square 
to sign up for Mass 

VEIWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

He is Risen!   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.    
Let us burst forth in joy and jubilation as we bring the 
good news of our Risen Christ into the world.  In one 
word, what does Easter mean to you?  Please click on the 
link below to see what the people of Holy Spirit say?   
Click here to read. 

A Special evening to Honour  
the Blessed Virgin Mary  

and reaffirm our dedication to the  
sanctity of human life.  

 
Thursday April 15th Knights of Columbus  

Silver Rose Prayer Service  
Holy Spirit Church – 7:00pm 

Sign Up on line to attend 
 

A prayer evening consisting of the Holy Rosary, Liturgy of the Word and Litany to Honour Our  
Lady of Guadalupe.  Hosted by the Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus – All are welcome 

‘Greatest Hallelujah’ 
 

The Spirit of the Cross music group 
from Holy Spirit Parish came together 

for this beautiful song. Let it guide 
your celebration this Easter.  

(click on the image to listen) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/views/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-kofc
https://youtu.be/5rweTltmCno


  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
  

To enquire about joining or if you have 

general questions call: 

 Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or  

Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930  

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
  

Thinking about joining? 
 Have questions? Call: 

    James Nestmann (306) 260-8206 
              Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration  
 

• Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm 
(sponsored by HS - K of C) 

• Fridays 9 am - 12 noon 

Join Us for Weekday Mass  
Tuesday-Friday @ 8:30am 

The Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus are again raising funds for charities by selling Co-op gift 
cards.  The idea is very simple: you buy gift cards which can be used for anything that the Co-op sells - gasoline, 

groceries, building supplies, whatever.  The cards come in any multiple of $25.00 and you use these to pay for your 
purchases at the Co-op.  There is no cost to either you or the Knights; in fact, the Co-op donates a percentage to our 
group in exchange for our patronage.  So simple, so good. 
There is a deadline to purchasing cards however: April 15, only two weeks away.  The Knights use this money to 
support a variety of charities such as Coats for Kids, the Vocations Endowment Fund, and several other 
worthy.causes. 
If you want to support the Knights' support of donations at no cost to you at all, call Curt at 374-2791 or email 
cpmccoshen@sasktel.net  

What are you looking for if you join the Catholic Women’s League?  
 

The CWL is many things to many people:   
 

 A sisterhood of support and understanding 
 A way to act on important social justice issues 
 An opportunity to be of service to your community, to the country and to God 
 A chance to live your faith with those who share it. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we will have articles written from the heart by members about CWL in their lives.   
Please call if you wish to talk to a co-president.  Adele 306 374 7524      Margaret 306 227 8930   

 

                                         My Story From My Heart 
 

As I reflect back to when I joined the CWL in Eston in 1967, I remember that I was asked to join.  I was quite thrilled 
to have been approached. I was young and new to the community. It turned out that it was a great way to become 
an integral part of that church community and that is what I was searching for. I also remembered my Mom telling 
me how important it was to be part of a large group of Catholic women across Canada, “the more numerous, the 
more powerful”, she said. Since then, I have had two moves, in North Battleford and here, at Holy Spirit, and being 
a CWL member made the transition a lot easier. You develop friendships and it helped me understand that we are 
all part of God’s Kingdom here on earth. I have never regretted my decision to join the CWL and I urge all women, 
young and old, to think about becoming a member.  ~Yvonne Rogers 

tel:+13062608206
tel:+13069339499


DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

ways to submit parish donations:  
    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish web-

site, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

  

2. Through CanadaHelps click  

                                                
  

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with 

any special offering designation. 
  

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 
  

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot. 

  

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

RCIA is being offered this year virtually.  They are 
meeting Wednesday evenings at 
7:00 via Zoom. For further 
information please contact Arch 
McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net 
or amckay@rcdos.ca .  
  

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but 
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.  
For information and to register for the next session 
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email 
ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 

In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of 
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would 
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.    

I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning.  I so look forward to telling you more 
about this encouraging and gratifying process.   Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

 INFANT BAPTISM  
 

Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at 
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we are 
baptizing children one family at a 
time.  So if you have a new baby and are 
thinking of baptism for him/her.  If you 

are expecting a baby or if you would simply like more 
information about celebrating the sacrament of baptism 
at Holy Spirit parish.  I would love to hear from you!   
If this is not your first child and you have attended 
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you 
don’t need to take prep again.  
If this is your first child please call and we can arrange 
for the prep session and then the celebration. Please 
contact Sharon spowell@rcdos.ca  or 306-374-1425. 

Year to Date Financial Report - February 28, 2021 
 

February 28 Revenue Year to Date $102,996 including $0 of government subsidies 
February 28 Expenses Year to Date $109,424 
 

February 28 Net Loss YTD 2021 ($6,428) 
 

February 28  Revenue YTD 2020 $128,214 
February 28  Expenses YTD 2020 $134,154 
February 28  Net Income YTD 2020 ($5,940) 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation
mailto:agmckay1@sasktel.net
mailto:amckay@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca


Holy Spirit Parish 

 

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 

 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 

 
Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Phong Pham  ppham@rcdos.ca 

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions 
you must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to 
schedule a time and date for yourself:  Sign Up Genius 
12 noon  Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 
Adoration : Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12 
noon  (No Adoration when there is a funeral) 
 
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church 
Any  other time by appointment call  
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Associates: 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  jaltrogge@rcdos.ca 

 
Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 

 

Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 

 
Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 

 

 

 

     

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi  
James Nestmann  
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

Finance Committee:  

Byron Bitz  Jonathon Neufeld, Council rep 

Mike Gartner - Chair Melina Palendat 

Greg Kirzinger Pat Pitka 

    NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
 NAME  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 POSTAL CODE  _______________________   TELEPHONE  _____________________ 
 

 EMAIL __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES?    YES  ______    NOT AT THIS TIME  ______ 
 
 PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING PROGRAM    YES  _________ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-april


 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
  

2. Optional Opening Prayers 

-You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy 
opened up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop 
the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.  

  

- O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for 
us, I trust in You! (Repeat three times)  
  

3. Our Father 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, Amen. 
  

4. Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
  

5. The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
  

6. The Eternal Father 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
  

7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
  

8. Repeat for the remaining decades 

Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" bead and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful Passion" (7) on 
the following "Hail Mary" beads. 
  

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
  

10. Optional Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and 
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great 
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
  

For the daily novena prayers, the chaplet and more information go to divinemercy.life 
To receive prayer reminders in your inbox sign up with Praymorenovenas.   
For information on the Divine Mercy Novena check out this website:  Mycatholic.life 

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 11 

Divine Mercy Novena began on April 2, Good Friday but if you missed the 

first day or two don’t let that stop you!  Just join in! 

https://divinemercy.life/divine-mercy-prayers/?gclid=CjwKCAjw95D0BRBFEiwAcO1KDBaQ65nXY425TNUO-3w27UaPSMUn2Djd6JvEUxRFmDutFyPTBVzFyxoCNacQAvD_BwE
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/
https://mycatholic.life/catholic-prayers/a-prayer-for-healing-and-hope/#COVID-19
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   April 11, 2021 - Second Sunday of Easter 
    Divine Mercy Sunday

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Upcoming Events

Arise Catholic women’s retreat will be launched online
Saturday, May 1. “Arise: Put On the Amour of Light” will feature
speakers Heather Khym, Debbie Herbeck, Mary Bielski, Rachel
Herbeck, and Bishop Scott McCaig. Although participants are
able to journey through the retreat day on their own, organizers
are encouraging women to gather in small groups, in accordance
with COVID-19 precautions, to experience the “Arise: Put on the
Armour of Light” retreat in a community context – in a home, or
as a parish event, following all COVID-19 regulations. Tools and
guidance for retreat hosts will be available via Zoom. Find more
information and/or registration for the online retreat on the
website at: https://arisecatholicmovement.ca

LAURC Covenant Study: Join a discussion about the new
LAURC Covenant between the Lutheran, Anglican, Ukrainian
Catholic, and Roman Catholic (LAURC) churches in
Saskatchewan on to be. held at 7 p.m.  April 12, 19, and 26
with Nick Jesson and members of the LAURC Covenant
Committee. Registration for this online Zoom event is at:
h t t ps : / / us02web .zoom.us /mee t i ng / reg i s te r / tZUkc
--tqTgiHdGy0YPCZ_Cji3kmw4Yy9fmd

2021 Saskatchewan Prayer Breakfast is a free online
event to be held at 9 a.m. Wednesday, April 14 with guest
speaker and entertainer Rory Allen and musical guests the
Hunter Brothers of Shaunavon, Sk.  Visit www.ltgov.sk.ca for
details and/or to view the April 14 video post.

A Diocesan Cenacle of Prayer will be held at 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 14 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral in Saskatoon,
with adoration, the rosary, benediction, hymns and various
prayers. For information, call Edna at (306) 382-1680.

Transitions is a diocesan program offering support, encour-
agement and transformation for those who are healing from
the pain of separation or divorce. The spring session will be
offered on nine Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m., starting April
14 and ending June 9, held at the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123
Nelson Road, Saskatoon in-person, observing all COVID-19
protocols. Cost for the program is $30. To register or for more
information, please contact Sharon Powell at spowell@rcdos.ca
or (306) 664-6505 or (306) 374-1425.

Catholic Conscience Presents “Resisting Throwaway
Culture: How a Consistent Life Ethic can Unite a
Fractured People.” This is a conversation about how
Catholics can transcend the left-right political divide and build
a political culture of encounter and hospitality. The free online
event is Wednesday, April 21 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. SK
time. Register at: https://throwawayculture.eventbrite.ca

The Depths: Online Youth Retreat April 24-25 – Join
a vibrant community for an epic weekend of fun and faith with
four interactive Zoom sessions over two days. Register by April
12 so that supplies can be mailed out for challenges and other
retreat moments. The Depths Retreat is hosted by FacetoFace
Ministries. For more information and to register for the April 24-
25 online retreat, go to https://f2f.ca/thedepths/

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family for all married
couples as they strive to live out God’s call in the sacrament of
marriage. We pray especially for those participating in Retrouvaille
this month. May couples be blessed with unity as they journey
through the program.

Divine Mercy Sunday:
“Jesus I Trust in You”

3 p.m. Sunday, April 11
A Divine Mercy Sunday

prayer service with Bishop
Mark Hagemoen will be held
at 3 p.m. April 11 at the

Cathedral of the Holy Family.
The annual celebration
includes praying of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet,

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, and Benediction.
For in-person attendance,
please check the Cathedral
of the cathedral website at

https://holyfamilycathedral.ca
or call (306) 659-5800.

The Divine Mercy celebration
will also be live-streamed at
https://saskatoonmass.com

The Divine Mercy devotion is centred on the mercy of God
and trust in Jesus Christ. It  grew out of the revelations and
writings of a Polish nun, St. Faustina Kowalska (1905-
1938). Divine Mercy Sunday was established in 2000 by
Saint Pope John Paul II, to be celebrated each year on the
first Sunday after Easter.

https://arisecatholicmovement.ca
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkc--tqTgiHdGy0YPCZ_Cji3kmw4Yy9fmd
https://ltgov.sk.ca/saskatchewan-prayer-breakfast
https://throwawayculture.eventbrite.ca
https://f2f.ca/thedepths/
https://holyfamilycathedral.ca 
https://holyfamilycathedral.ca 
https://holyfamilycathedral.ca


2Message Board
Kindergarten Registration for Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools is now open. Catholic faith-based
education helps children grow spiritually at school while they
grow physically, intellectually and emotionally. Because of
COVID-19 restrictions, families are not currently able to visit
schools and meet teachers in person. Virtually meet the teacher
and see the school at www.gscs.ca. You can also learn more
about language options (French immersion, Ukrainian bilingual,
Cree bilingual, Michif) and the Catholic fine arts school. Children
must be five years old on or before Jan. 31, 2022, to start school
in September 2021 (or five years old on or before Dec. 31, 2021
for the communities of Martensville, Warman, Biggar and
Humboldt). To find a Catholic school near you and learn more,
visit www.gscs.ca. 

Engage Difference! Introducing Intercultural
Ministry Workshop will be held online on Zoom from 6:30
p.m. to 8: 30 p.m. Thursday, April 22 and Thursday, April 29.
Registration is $40, which  includes both sessions. Register at
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-
difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
or e-mail Nicholas Jesson at njesson@archregina.sk.ca. This
two-part workshop is planned in the spirit of the LAURC
Covenant by the Ecumenical Stewardship Committee of the
Anglican Diocese of Qu'Appelle, the Saskatchewan Synod of
the ELCIC, and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Regina.

St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation Annual General Meeting
will be held Thursday, April 22 at 12 p.m. online via Zoom. Call
(306) 655-5821 or e-mail Jennifer.Bow@sphfoundation.org to
RSVP and receive the Zoom password and link.

CWL Clothing Depot Hours - The Clothing Depot is now
open for sales only on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 12:30
p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The store is limited to six customers at a time. All customers
must wear a mask when entering the store and must practice
social distancing as required by the Saskatchewan Health
Authority. Starting Thursday, April 29, donation items
can be dropped off on Thursdays only, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the back door of the CWL Clothing Depot, 619 20th Street
West, Saskatoon (ring the bell at the back door). Thank you for
your patience and ongoing support as the CWL (Catholic
Women’s League) Clothing Depot strives to serve the needs of
both clients and volunteers.  

CWL Clothing Depot Annual General Meeting - The
Catholic Women’s League Clothing Depot Annual General
Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 27 at Holy Spirit
Parish Hall, 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon. Please note the
following changes to the format of the Clothing Depot Annual
General Meeting which follows Sask Health Covid-19
regulations. Each CWL council is limited to two members in
attendance at the AGM. Councils must pre-register their
members by Friday, April 23 by contacting Marlene Kuch at 306-
374-7593 or e-mail paulandmarlenekuch@gmail.com

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1 

Phone: (306) 242-1500  or  Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: kyaworski@rcdos.ca

Website:  https://rcdos.ca News:  https://news.rcdos.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Fundraiser for Catholic Missions in Canada (CMIC) will
be held online Thursday, April 29 at 6 p.m. SK time: Help
sustain the Catholic faith in remote Canada in these troubled
times. Join online to experience CMIC’s Tastes of Heaven
Virtual Gala to raise support for Canadian missions. CMIC
President Fr. David Reilander and Stewardship Officer Joe
Gennaro will host an in-depth look at missionary sustenance −
including costs of transportation, food, and utilities. His
Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins, will present the St.
Joseph’s Award to an exemplary Canadian missionary. Included
is a live discussion during a virtual wine tasting. For information
and registration go to: https://cmic.info/tastes-of-heaven/

Spring Congress
Friday, April 23

Via Zoom or in person at 3 locations

https://rcdos.ca/spring-congress

https://www.gscs.ca/studentsandfamilies/Pages/Schools.aspx
https://www.gscs.ca/studentsandfamilies/Pages/Schools.aspx
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
https://quappelle.anglican.ca/stewardship-registrations/engage-difference-introducing-intercultural-ministry-workshop
https://rcdos.ca
https://news.rcdos.ca
https://cmic.info/tastes-of-heaven/
https://rcdos.ca/spring-congress/


Sunday, Apr 11, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER; DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Hold onto the holy memories
It’s unlikely that those who survive the pandemic will look back on
these days with much nostalgia. Sickness and loss, fear and
division, stress and isolation: The consequences will be with us for
a generation. Yet emerging from the tragedy were also instances
of humanity, decency, and heroism that echoed the time of the first
apostles. We’ve shared food, masks, information, errands, toilet
paper, songs. We’ve gathered on balconies and in virtual rooms.
We’ve found ways to pray and to encourage. This Divine Mercy
Sunday, give thanks for those who have helped you through this
and every crisis.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31 (44).
“No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they
had everything in common.”

Monday, Apr 12, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Stand with those who stood for you
Though you may not remember it, your Baptism was an extremely
important day in your life—the beginning of your life in Christ. Your
godparents represented you that day, speaking on your behalf if
you were a baby. Perhaps later you became a godparent to
others. Whether you’re still close or have drifted apart over time,
reach out to your godparents or godchildren and reminisce about
that day. Talk about the role you have played in each other’s
spiritual life and pray together for deepening conversion. Promise
to keep on praying for each other in our ever-growing identity as
children of God.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 (267). “Amen, amen, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and Spirit he cannot enter
the Kingdom of God.”

Tuesday, Apr 13, 2021
MEMORIAL OF MARTIN I, POPE, MARTYR

The dilemma of indifference
The Eastern Church began exploring monotheletism, the notion
that Jesus had only a divine will, despite being both human and
divine, in the 600s. Pope Martin I issued a reprimand, opposing
this heresy. This angered the Eastern emperor, who had the sickly
Martin dragged to Constantinople for trial. The pontiff was beaten,
starved, and exiled, leading to his death. But Martin also blamed a
Western Church that never came to his rescue. “I am surprised at
the indifference,” he wrote, of “those who belong to the church of
Saint Peter.” Ask for Martin’s intercession today, for all who suffer
indifference.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15 (268). “The
community of believers was of one heart and mind.”

Wednesday, Apr 14, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Let your life be your witness
How do you live your faith? Some days may be harder than
others, but rarely, if ever nowadays, will the effort to be a faithful
follower of Jesus land someone in jail or cost them their life. Yet
that was the fate of the early disciples who insisted on proclaiming
the stories of Jesus’ life, death, and rising. There are 20th-century
martyrs as well (Blessed Stanley Rother, Sister Dorothy Stang,
SNDdeN, the martyrs of El Salvador among others), but faith calls

all of us to kindness to all people, fairness in the face of injustice,
trust in God’s promised Spirit, and a constant willingness to see
the face of God in our neighbors. Do people recognize you as a
follower of Jesus by the way you live?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21 (269). “The men
whom you put in prison are in the temple area and are teaching the
people.”

Thursday, Apr 15, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Be up to the tax at hand
Taxes are due today, an obligation that few people savor and yet
all of us rely on. Catholics can feel proud to promote the common
good by paying taxes for schools, roads, parks, healthcare, and
other social benefits. In their pastoral letter, Economic Justice for
All, the U.S. bishops go even further, saying: “The tax system
should be continually evaluated in terms of its impact on the poor.”
If you feel disheartened by the paperwork or the cost of taxes, take
heart that despite any flaws in the system, taxes help build the
commonwealth.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36 (270). “The Father
loves the Son and has given everything over to him.”

Friday, Apr 16, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

A God of his word
Poor communication is the main reason relationships fail. If it isn’t
clear what is being promised, then it is easy to become
disillusioned when expectations aren’t met. People who lose faith
in God often point to God’s untrustworthiness: They asked for
something and didn’t receive it. Hence, they conclude that God is
not to be trusted. But remember the promise of God is love. Look
around; wherever you see love—even a love lost—you see God’s
promise fulfilled. As Saint Augustine put it: “What does love look
like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of others.” Help embody God’s
love today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 (271). “This is truly the
Prophet, the one who is to come into the world.”

Saturday, Apr 17, 2021
EASTER WEEKDAY

Call a deacon
The word “deacon” is derived from the Greek word diákonos,
meaning “one who serves at table,” found in today’s first reading.
The office of deacon endured for several centuries after its origin
in Acts. But eventually the diaconate was reduced to a temporary
stage of ordination to the priesthood. After Vatican II the
permanent diaconate was revived. Today many men, most
married although some single, enter the diaconate through the
sacrament of Holy Orders. They serve their parishes and assist
their pastors in many ways both social and liturgical. Perhaps you
know someone who would make a good deacon. Give him a call.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 (272). “It is not right for
us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) (B)
April 11, 2021

Leaning Upon God
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The Embrace, a painting by Pedro Cano, 
is a powerful image of paternal love and 
union. It recalls the historic moment 
when St. John Paul II, at the Mass of 
his elevation to the papacy, embraced 
his lifelong mentor, Stefan Cardinal 
Wyszyński. The painting is a moment 
frozen in time that represents something 
much bigger than the event that inspired 
it.

The two figures are barely 
distinguishable. They seem to be fused, 
like two figures carved out of one piece 
of marble. It is the mutual love of giving 
and receiving that makes this exchange 

so moving. Indeed, it reminds us of 
the embrace of love we seek in this life 
from our loved ones as well as in eternal 
life. There is no distance between them, 
rancor, or questioning—only the total 
happiness of being united with a friend.

The pope’s strong, broad shoulders are 
penetrated by the grasping hands of the 
one embraced. There is a clenching need 
to find security in the other. We all search 
for love, forgiveness, and for strength we 
do not find in ourselves. We wish our 
faith were stronger but, the truth is, we 
need to be constantly turning to God for 
his mercy.

Yet, he is pleased to be our rock upon 
which we lean, the one we can touch in 
our doubt. Turn to him in need, for he is 
happy to save you from the trials of this 
life. He wants to be the risen one who 
restores our faith. He rejoices that we 
need him and return to him. +

A Word from Pope 
Francis
[The disciples] had abandoned 
the Lord at his passion and 
felt guilty. But meeting them, 
Jesus did not give a long 
sermon. To them, who were 
wounded within, he shows his 
own wounds. Thomas can now 
touch them and know of Jesus’ 
love and how much Jesus had 
suffered for him, even though 
he had abandoned him.

—Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19, 2020

Sunday Readings
Acts 4:32-35
With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great favor was 
accorded them all.

1 John 5:1-6
Whoever is begotten by God 
conquers the world. And the victory 
that conquers the world is our faith.

John 20:19-31
[Jesus said,] “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.”

• Do I find security in the love 
of another in a healthy way? 
Is it the fruit of giving and not 
possessing?

• Is my strongest foundation in 
the love and mercy of Jesus?

We wish our faith 
were stronger but, 

the truth is, we need 
to be constantly 

turning to God for his 
mercy.
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sending them whatever they needed. 
In 1967 my aunt got married. Though 

I was very young, I do remember an 
unknown couple at my grandparents’ 
home. I didn’t understand their language, 
but I liked their accordion playing. I 
deduced from the letters that this was the 
former Nazi officer and his wife. 

I was incredulous. I couldn’t 
comprehend how he dared ask 
forgiveness after all he’d done to my 
family. Even worse, how could he ask 
my grandparents for help? I also didn’t 
understand how my grandparents could 
forgive him, help him, and invite him 
into their home.

I’ve given much thought to this 
amazing story of sin and sorrow that led 
to forgiveness and reconciliation. It’s a 
true parable of God’s forgiveness and 
mercy and of the mercy and forgiveness 
God requires of us. No matter what 
we’ve done, we can and should ask our 
merciful God for forgiveness and help. 
And regardless of what has been done to 
us or what we’ve done to others, we can 
and must ask for forgiveness—and give it 
in return. +

April 11, 2021

A Parable of Mercy
By Johan van Parys

When my grandmother 
died, I inherited her 
personal papers. Though 
I was hesitant to go 
through them, I was soon 
immersed as stories that 
had been relayed only 
through whispers or 
hints became abundantly 
clear.

The most amazing 
story concerned my 
grandparents’ plight 
during World War II. 
In the late 1930s, my 
grandmother inherited 
her family’s shoe 
business. Her biggest 
client was the Belgian 
army. When the Nazis 
took over Belgium, they 
ordered her to make 
shoes for them. She 
refused, so they closed 
her factory and sent her employees 
and my grandfather to work camps in 
Germany. Nazi officers took over the 
family home, and my grandmother and 
great-grandmother were made to serve 
them. 

The story was illuminated by two sets 
of letters. The first set, tied with a red 
ribbon, was written by my grandfather 
to my grandmother from the work 
camp. Most of the letters are filled with 
small anecdotes of camp life, nothing 

incriminating because the 
letters were scrutinized 
by the Nazis before being 
mailed. He also thanks 
my grandmother for the 
occasional package of 
soap or chocolates and 
for news from home. 
His letters are all very 
strong and full of words 
of encouragement. The 
most moving among all of 
them is the letter written 
in response to the birth 
of his youngest daughter 
a few months after he 
was sent to the camps. 
He writes about how he 
longs to return home and 
wishes he could hold her.

After the war, my 
grandfather came home, 
and the Nazi officers 
returned to Germany. 

The second set of letters, tied with a blue 
ribbon, was written by one of the officers 
who had occupied my grandparents’ 
home. In the first letter, the former Nazi 
officer apologizes and asks forgiveness. 
In ensuing letters he speaks about his 
two sons who were killed in the war, the 
destruction of their hometown, and the 
absolute poverty he and his wife live in. 
Then he starts asking my grandparents 
for clothes, shoes, and food. In other 
letters, he thanks my grandparents for 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
April 12-17

Monday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 4:23–31 / Jn 3:1–8

Tuesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 4:32–37 / Jn 3:7b–15

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:17–26 / Jn 3:16–21

Thursday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:27–33 / Jn 3:31–36

Friday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:34–42 / Jn 6:1–15

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 6:1–7 / Jn 6:16–21

Risen Lord, you fulfilled your 
promise by rising from the 
dead. Help me to practice 

what I preach.
From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of Easter 

Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage and 
Mary Ann McSweeny

No matter what 
we’ve done, we 

can and should ask 
our merciful God 

for forgiveness and 
help.




