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holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful
•

For the Church: that we may hear God’s call to be salt for the earth, instruments of God’s love, and faithful
witnesses to God’s message. We pray to the Lord.

•

For greater care for the earth and its resources: that God will guide us in being good stewards of the earth and
protecting its resources. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all of us who are affected by Covid: that God will heal the ill, protect the vulnerable, strengthen healthcare
workers, and make the vaccines effective. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who are alienated from God: that the Spirit will redirect their hearts to the life and wholeness that is found
with God. We pray to the Lord.

•

For greater authenticity in our lives: that in our ordinary activities and duties, we may show the values and virtues
of Christian discipleship. We pray to the Lord.

•

For Christian Unity: that God will heal the wounds and misunderstandings of the past, and lead all the baptized to
offer a more united witness to the Gospel, We pray to the Lord.

•

For a spirit of loving detachment: that we may place ourselves, our relationships, and our possessions in the
service of God. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who are ill: Betty Anne Tomney, Stella Hollman, Kathleen Kroeger, Raizel Zafra, Arvin Elimanco, Foi
Monteron; that God’s Spirit will rest upon them, relieve their suffering, and restore them to wholeness. We pray to
the Lord.

•

For Nathan Fowler on this Anniversary of death. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who have died, especially John Lange and Rick Olmstead; that they may have eternal joy and peace living
in God's presence forever. We pray to the Lord.

Sunday, January 31, 2021, Day of Prayer for Reverence for Life will be celebrated in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon on Sunday, January 31, 2021, providing our faith communities with an opportunity for
prayers, reflection and discussion about the value of the precious gift of human life. See Bishop Hagemoen’s letter
Reverence for Life
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Almighty God, giver of all that is good,
we thank you for the precious gift of human life:
For life in the womb,
coming from your creative power,
For the life of children,
making us glad with their freshness and promise,
For the life of young people,
hoping for a better world,
For the life of people who are disabled,
teaching us that every life has value,
For the life of the elderly,
witnessing to the ageless values of patience and wisdom.
Like Blessed Mary,
may we always say “yes” to Your gift.
Help us to realize the sacredness of human life
and to respect and cherish it
from conception to its natural end.
And bring us at last, O Father,
to the fullness of eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
123 Nelson Rd
Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
www.rcdos.ca

Phone: 306-242-1500
Fax:
306-244-6010
Toll free: 877-661-5005

January 7, 2021
Saint André Bessette

Day of Prayer for Reverence for Life: Sunday, January 31, 2021
Dear Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon:
The day of prayer for Reverence for Life will be celebrated in the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Saskatoon on Sunday, January 31, 2021, providing our faith communities with
an opportunity for prayers, reflection and discussion about the value of the precious gift of
human life.
Most of the year 2020 was marked by dealing with the terrible scourge of the
COVID-19 pandemic – a health crisis that we are still dealing with, although there seems to
be a light at the end of the tunnel. In reference to the pandemic, Pope Francis stated
recently in Fratelli Tutti,
“ …the pandemic unexpectedly erupted, exposing our false securities. …for all our
hyper-connectivity, we witnessed a fragmentation that made it more difficult to
resolve problems that affect us all. Anyone who thinks that the only lesson to be
learned was the need to improve what we were already doing, or to refine existing
systems and regulations, is denying reality.”
Indeed, many things should not go back to the way they were – and one of the things that
calls out for change is protection for the unborn and most vulnerable!
Canada continues to deal with the tragic repercussions of the removal of abortion
from the Criminal Code. We now mark the 32nd anniversary of the Supreme Court of
Canada decision in the Morgentaler case on January 28, 1988, which removed all
remaining restrictions on abortion in Canada. Incredibly applauded by many in our
society, these moments in our nation’s history hold within them the tragic reality of
millions of lost lives.
Victims of abortion include the unborn children who are killed, but also the
mothers, fathers and families left wounded after an abortion. The community is also
weakened and damaged as the weakest and most vulnerable among us are not valued and
protected.
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As the Canadian government now moves along Bill C7 which seeks to expand access
to doctor-assisted suicide, also known as “MAiD” – the words of the Holy Father only a few
years ago ring prophetic:
“The victims of this [throwaway] culture are precisely the weakest and most
fragile human beings – the unborn, the poorest, the sick and elderly, the seriously
handicapped, etc. – who are in danger of being ‘thrown away’, expelled from a
system that must be efficient at all costs.”
In this statement, Pope Francis went on to call forth all people of good will to continue the
steady work to turn our culture from one of convenience and short-sightedness, to a
cultural movement that seeks - through good will and honest reflection - the realization of
a truly human culture. As he states:
“It is necessary to raise awareness and form the lay faithful, in whatever state,
especially those engaged in the field of politics, so that they may think in accord
with the Gospel and the social doctrine of the church and act consistently by
dialoguing and collaborating with those who, in sincerity and intellectual honesty,
share – if not the faith – at least a similar vision of mankind and society and its
ethical consequences.” (P. Francis’s speech to Dignitatis Humanae Institute Dec. 7, 2013)
Indeed, this effort is at the service of every person on the planet! If we do not engage in
calling each other to a greater and fuller humanity, we should then not be surprised at the
larger deterioration of a culture of human care and respect.
Today we are more aware than ever of the fragility of environment, and the interrelationship of all people and all creation. In Laudato Si (June 2015), Pope Francis
reminds us that reverence for all human life – especially the most vulnerable and
unprotected – cannot be separated from concern and care of creation. As the pope states,
“Since everything is interrelated, concern for the protection of nature is also incompatible
with the justification of abortion. How can we genuinely teach the importance of concern
for other vulnerable beings, however troublesome or inconvenient they may be, if we fail
to protect a human embryo, even when its presence is uncomfortable and creates
difficulties?” (Laudato Si, #120)
The Holy Father reminds us that inconsistency about care of the human person will
affect our stewardship of creation. “When we fail to acknowledge as part of reality the
worth of a person, a human embryo, a person with disabilities – to offer just a few
examples – it becomes difficult to hear the cry of nature itself; everything is connected.”
(LS #117)
As I stated in my letter of last year, current advances in science, genetics and
embryology clearly show the distinct humanity of each unborn child, which comes into
existence at conception. Each new, distinct human person shares the fundamental human
right to life that we as Canadians celebrate and support on so many other fronts. Failing to
recognize that right has left our country damaged – not only in the missing and lost lives of
millions of unborn children - but in removing ‘the heart’ from our society. Devaluing
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human life at any age or stage has inexorably led to the legalization and growing
acceptance in our country of euthanasia as “Medical Aid in Death”: our lives seem to cease
to have meaning and value as we face the fear of not being ‘useful’, or that we are a
‘problem’ to those on whom we rely for care. This loss of ‘heart’ is also the root cause of so
many other evils in our midst: poverty, hunger, discrimination, injustice, racism, and
violence.
Sisters and brothers, let us respond to loss of heart by holding steady to the hope of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ: the Sacred Heart for our world. Let us join together in our
common prayer for Reverence for Life on January 30th and throughout this year.
In this Year of St. Joseph, let us also appeal to the earthly father who faithfully and
diligently cared for the young Saviour, and who inspires us in the way of always doing the
good that should be done in caring for all God’s people entrusted to our care and service.
And may our every action always lovingly affirm the deep and sacred value of every
human person. Sisters and brothers, we again pray that as a nation we may re-discover
our heart!
Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905

To enquire about joining or if you have
general questions call:
Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930

Thinking about joining?
Have questions? Call:

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays
Inside the church

 Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm
(sponsored by HS - K of C)
 Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon

Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday Mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:
Sunday, January 24
@ 12 pm

Spiritual Communion Prayer

Come Join in! The Rosary is said
each Sunday at 11:30 am just
before Mass is live streamed.

Click the orange square
to sign up for Mass

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”

Go to the online sign up and schedule yourself for
January 30 - February 7 Masses. You have to sign
up for weekday and weekend Masses. One weekend
Mass per household per schedule. Please allow
everyone to have the opportunity to attend, thanks.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Confirmation, Grade 6 and older
Registration is now open for children in grade 6 and older to prepare for the Sacrament

Confirmation. Registration forms are available by contacting Erin Gratton at egratton@rcdos.ca
Mark your calendars! Meetings will take place over Zoom.
Confirmation Classes:
 Tuesday, February 23, 7-8pm
 Tuesday, March 9, 7-8pm
 Tuesday, March 23, 7-8pm
For more information or to ask any questions please contact Erin Gratton at egratton@rcdos.ca
To read the Bishop’s Letter about Confirmation at an older age please visit: Age of the Sacrament
of Confirmation

Pope Francis has declared that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and
dissemination of the Word of God. In 2021 the Sunday of
the Word of God falls on January 24. So, what can we
do to celebrate the Word of God?

5 Steps To Start Reading The Bible as a Family
Choose a place in the Bible where you would like to start.
We always feel like we need to start at the beginning of the Bible, but never start because it’s not actually
where we want to begin. Start with what you’re willing to read. You can always move around and read what
you find speaks to you and your family.

Choose a time of day this is going to happen.
Find a time that your children can settle in and listen. It might be in the morning during breakfast, or just
before bed when everyone is relaxed.

Read short snippets.
The Bible isn’t exactly an easy read, so don’t overdo it with children. Many days, you may only read a paragraph or so, especially with younger kids. Often even a little bit of reading sparks a lot of conversation.

Use a bookmark.
This makes it super easy to grab your Bible and pick up exactly where you left off. Your bookmark will allow
you to find your same place tomorrow.

Start today!
That’s right. It’s only going to happen if you just do it. As always with things like this, today never seems
like the right day to start, but actually, today is the day.
Celena Komarnicki
Youth Ministry Coordinator

January 24, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time—Fishing for People
 Children’s Liturgy
 Children’s Bulletin
If you can’t open the links please go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

INFANT BAPTISM
Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we
are baptizing children one family at a
time. So if you have a new baby and
are thinking of baptism for him/her. If
you are expecting a baby or if you would simply like
more information about celebrating the sacrament of
baptism at Holy Spirit parish. I would love to hear from
you! If this is not your first child and you have attended
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you
don’t need to take prep again. If this is your first child
please call and we can arrange for the prep session and
then the celebration. Our next prep session is
Wednesday, January 13 at 6:00 pm on zoom. Please
contact
Sharon
at
306-374-1425
or
email
spowell@rcdos.ca.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
RCIA is being offered this year virtually. They are
meeting Wednesday evenings at
7:00 via Zoom. For further
information please contact Arch
McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net
or amckay@rcdos.ca .
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.
For information and to register for the next session
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email
ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

2021 ENVELOPES - NOW DELIVERING ‘SPECIAL’ ENVELOPES
We have a volunteer delivering the majority of Special envelopes for people using Pre Authorized
Giving. If you don’t receive yours in the next 2 weeks call the parish to set up a time to pick up
yours. Regular donation envelopes have been delivered in our parish. Check your mailbox! If you
have not received yours, please call the office and arrange a time to pick them up. Thank you for
your support of Holy Spirit Parish.
NEW IN THE PARISH? MOVING?
Please help us keep parish records up-to-date. It assists us to serve you. Please complete the following information and
return to the parish office by email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca, mail: 114 Kingsmere Place S7J 3V7,or in the
weekend collection basket. Thank you for your assistance.

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS
NAME __________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________
POSTAL CODE _______________________ TELEPHONE _____________________
EMAIL __________________________________________________________________
PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES?

YES ______

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING PROGRAM

NOT AT THIS TIME ______

YES _________

The Caller Awaits
My dear friend, Richard, had a rare disease that was difficult to diagnose, and thus to
treat. For months, he suffered and endured stays at seven different hospitals. I visited
him in every hospital and on many days he was conversant and engaging as ever. But
other times, he was sleeping or restless and I would sit quietly, praying as he had
taught me to do but using his centering prayer word.
At one point, after being unresponsive for days, he awoke and another priest friend said to him, “He is risen.”
Without missing a beat, Richard responded, “Noli me tangere” (literally “Touch me not”), referencing Jesus' postResurrection words in John 20:17. On those days—we joyfully believed he would beat this illness.
However, it was not to be. One afternoon, I received a call from his family that he was nearing death. This was not
the first time we had thought he was dying, but I did not want to ignore the call. As I drove to the hospital, I realized I
had not had lunch and I was thirsty. I thought I will I get a Diet Coke at McDonald's. As I approached the drivethrough a little voice inside said, "Dick cannot even take a sip of water right now—skip your Diet Coke." I did.
When I arrived at the hospice house, his sister was standing outside waiting for me. When we reached his bedside she
asked me to sing to him—one of the church hymns we both loved. Within five minutes of my arrival, he breathed his
last. It wasn’t until later that I thought if I had stopped for that Diet Coke, I would have missed that great privilege of
witnessing that transition to new life.
Jesus calls us daily—in simple and profound ways to build the Kingdom. It is an urgent call just as it was for the
disciples. Pay attention now. ~Peggy Ekerdt, a writer, spiritual director, retreat facilitator, and contributor to ‘Take Five’ and
‘Prepare the Word’

The Collection for the Needs of the Canadian Church will be held Feb. 6/7 in parishes across the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Saskatoon to assist the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) in their ministry of leading,
shepherding, teaching, guiding, sanctifying and caring for the Church in Canada. Your gift supports the CCCB’s
involvement in a wide range of national and international areas of pastoral activity, such as social justice, ecumenical
and interfaith relations, collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, life and family issues, liturgy, catechesis, doctrine, and
communications. To make a gift, use the designated envelope for the Needs of the Canadian Church on Sunday, Feb.
2, or give online at: https://dscf.ca/needs-of-the-canadian-church/
For more information about how Canadian
Catholic bishops are serving the Canadian Church, visit www.cccb.ca
Serena Gala 1950s Drive-In - Serena Saskatchewan, a natural family planning service, invites you to an annual gala
fundraiser Friday, Feb. 5, 2021. Due to restrictions, it will be a “Drive-in” gala; meals and silent auction winnings can
be picked up at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1235 12th Street East, Saskatoon). Supper will be catered by Sami’s
Sunrise Grill. Bid on silent auction items from Monday, Jan. 25 to Wednesday, Feb. 3 (ends 7:00 p.m.). For more
info, e-mail sask@serena.ca or visit Eventbrite to. buy tickets ($25/meal) by Jan. 31 online at: https://
www.eventbrite.ca/e/serena-saskatchewan-gala-1950s-drive-in-tickets-131544291517?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Consecration to St. Joseph - Tuesday, February 2, 2021
Our diocese will join with other dioceses across Canada and in the church throughout
the world to re-consecrate the Diocese of Saskatoon to St. Joseph. Please note there
will be a special liturgy of consecration on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord at
7 pm live str eamed Mass on, at Holy Family Cathedr al.
Prayer to St. Joseph

Patris Corde (8 Dec 2020) – Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
In you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen

Holy Spirit Parish

Pastoral Associates:

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190

Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca

Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk jaltrogge@rcdos.ca

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca

Faith Formation
Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca

Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions
you must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to
schedule a time and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Adoration : Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12
noon (If there is a funeral Adoration is cancelled)
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca
Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca

Finance Committee:
Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

Byron Bitz

Jonathon Neufeld, Council rep

Mike Gartner - Chair

Melina Palendat

Greg Kirzinger

Pat Pitka

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH
ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish
website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with any
special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put envelopes into the office door mail slot.

Diocesan Bulletin

Jan. 24, 2021 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jan. 18-25 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Upcoming Events

Jan. 25, the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, at 12 p.m.
noon CST. Unpack the indispensability of conversion in the
evangelization process with special guest André Regnier, CoFounder of Catholic Christian Outreach (https://cco.ca).
Register at: https://www.tfaforms.com/4876998

The Story of Ruth: Twelve Moments In Every Woman’s
Life: This creative study for women with facilitator Gisele

Bauche will be offered as an online program on Zoom from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. for six Tuesday evenings, beginning Tuesday,
Jan. 26. Cost: $90. Register before Jan. 25 online at:
https://qh.retreatportal.com/events/f?p=EVENTS:1 or leave
a message at Queen’s House (306) 242-1916.

From Yesterday To Tomorrow In A Time Of Pandemic

will be presented online via Zoom from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30, with facilitators Nancy Phillips and Julien
Fradette. Using themes from the Paschal Mystery this retreat
will provide an opportunity to reflect on the experience of
yesterday’s losses and its accompanying process of grieving.
These insights will allow us to open space within ourselves to
live tomorrow with a new richness in our daily lives. Register at:
https://qh.retreatportal.com/events/f?p=EVENTS:1 or leave
a message at Queen’s House (306) 242-1916.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Virtual Bible Study
1:00 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24
12:15 p.m. all other days Jan. 18-25

This online Virtual Bible Study is sponsored by
the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, Saskatoon,
and the Regina Council of Churches.
Each day features a different denominational leader,
exploring themes from scripture.

Register online at:

www.eventbrite.ca/e/wpcu-bible-study-2021-tickets-135920448721

Find previous videos posted on YouTube:

More info about the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
https://www.weekofprayer.ca

h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca

In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

“Evangelization - Clear and Simple”: Join the next
Divine Renovation online event happening Monday,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FviO6oC8Ieg
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Adult Faith Formation
Webinar about the Holy Spirit

Please join the diocesan Adult Faith Enrichment
program for an online webinar with special guest
Pete Burak at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26.

Pete Burak is a well-known Catholic speaker,
who serves as director of “i.d.9:16” a Renewal
Ministries’ Catholic outreach program. He will be
speaking on the Holy Spirit — a fitting topic for 2021.
Register online at:

https://form.jotform.com/203495437056257

Serena Gala 1950s Drive-In - Serena Saskatchewan, a
natural family planning service, invites you to an annual gala
fundraiser Friday, Feb. 5. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, it will
be a “Drive-in” gala; meals and silent auction winnings can be
picked up at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 1235 12th Street East,
Saskatoon). Supper will be catered by Sami’s Sunrise Grill. Bid
on silent auction items from Monday, Jan. 25 to Wednesday,
Feb. 3 (ends 7:00 p.m.). For more info, e-mail sask@serena.ca
or visit Eventbrite to buy tickets ($25/meal) by Jan. 31 online at:
https://www.eventbrite.ca
Restart: Building Separation & Divorce Resilience

will meet via Zoom 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. every Wednesday until
Feb. 10. Cost $20/session. Registration is required: text or call:
(306) 361-9318 or e-mail: pmolivebranch@gmail.com or see the
website: www.olivebranchministry.ca

The Synod for the Amazon: One Year Later, New Paths
for the Church in Latin America and Canada - Begin your

Lenten reflection by participating in an online webinar which will
centre on the themes of the Amazon Synod, ecological justice
and Indigenous rights, at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16. This
Zoom webinar features speakers Archbishop Murray Chatlain,
Mauricio Lopez Oropeza and Sr. Mariangel Marco Teja. Cost:
$20 per person (free for students and the unwaged). Register
at: https://qh.retreatportal.com/events/f?p=EVENTS:1 or for
more information, e-mail ddiocesan Coordinator of Justice and
Peace Myron Rogal at mrogal@rcdos.ca

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family for hearts
of reconciliation and healing, as we work together in love
and friendship for the Christian unity that our Lord Jesus
Christ desires for all His disciples.

Message Board

Reverence for Life - Bishop Mark Hagemoen has called for

a Day of Prayer for Reverence for Life to be observed in the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon on Sunday, Jan. 31.
(The Supreme Court’s decision on the Morgentaler case,
removing all restrictions on abortion in Canada, was on Jan. 28,
1988). Read Bishop Hagemoen’s Reverence for Life message:
https://rcdos.ca/2021/01/20/reverence-for-life.

Are you hurting because of an abortion? Rachel's
Vineyard weekend retreats offer a safe, supportive, confidential
and non-judgmental environment where women and men can
express, release and reconcile painful post-abortive emotions
to begin the process of restoration, renewal and healing. A
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat will be held in Saskatchewan Oct. 2224, 2021. To register, contact Elaine at (306) 480-8911 or email: r.vineyardsk@sasktel.net
Marriage Preparation Program - The Cathedral of the

Holy Family presents a Marriage Preparation Program
addressing the needs of engaged couples and planting seeds
for a healthy vibrant marriage March 5 and 6, 2021, either in
person at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon or via online video conference. Registration fee:
$150 per couple (due by Monday, March 1); schedule: from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, March 5 / and from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 6. To register, contact David Polzen at (306)
659-5805 or dpolzen@rcdos.ca

Employment Opportunities

Part-time Office Manager - Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
at Martensville, SK is seeking a part-time (20 hours per week)
Office Manager to assist the pastor in general administration
of the parish office. For more information and a detailed job
description, see https://rcdos.ca/employment or contact
diocesan Human Resources Manager Patrick Clarke at
pclarke@rcdos.ca or call (306) 659-5835. To apply, submit a
cover letter, pastoral reference and resumé to
pclarke@rcdos.ca before the deadline of midnight,
Wednesday, Jan. 28. (Start date·is mid-February 2021).

Executive Director - The Saskatoon Pregnancy Options
Centre requires an Executive Director responsible for the dayto-day operation of this growing and thriving pregnancy centre,
reporting to and supporting the centre’s board. For more
information see: www.saskatoonpregnancy.com or for a
complete job description or to submit a resume call (306) 6657550 or e-mail cathyl@saskatoonpregnancyoptions.com

Executive Director - St. Therese Institute of Faith and
Mission in Bruno, SK, requires an Executive Director to
provide managerial and administrative leadership, overseeing
administration, fund-raising, programs and the strategic plans
of the board. Contact employment@sttherese.ca or Michael
Marshall, Chairman of the Board, at (306) 222-6636 or Vicky
Serblowski at (306) 369-2555. For more information see:
www.sttherese.ca
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Collection for the Needs of the Canadian Church
will be held Feb. 6-7, 2021 in parishes across the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon to assist
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB)
in their ministry of leading, shepherding, teaching,
guiding, sanctifying and caring for the Church in Canada.
Your gift supports the CCCB’s involvement in a wide range
of national and international areas of pastoral activity,
such as social justice, ecumenical and interfaith relations,
collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, life and family issues,
liturgy, catechesis, doctrine, and communications.
To make a gift, use the designated envelope for the Needs of
the Canadian Church on Sunday, Feb. 7, or give online at:
https://dscf.ca/needs-of-the-canadian-church

For more information about how Canadian Catholic bishops
are serving the Canadian Church, visit: www.cccb.ca

Online Tour - St. Angela Merici Residence at 125 Cree
Crescent in Saskatoon offers a personal care home to both men
and women, providing care according to its mission: “Inspired
by the healing ministry of Jesus and the innovative spirit of St.
Angela Merici and the Ursuline Sisters, we are committed to
offering compassionate and holistic care, always open to new
opportunities to serve.” Take a virtual tour of the residence at
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=dLs1ow1f1BC or
call (306) 242-5566 for more information.
2020 Charitable Tax Receipts - The Diocese of Saskatoon

Catholic Foundation will mail all 2020 charitable tax receipts
between Jan. 25 and Feb.19, 2021. If you made a charitable
gift to your parish through the Catholic Foundation Parish
Offertory program online at https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/
you will receive a receipt from the Foundation. Parishes will
receipt any gifts made directly to the parish. For more
information contact Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation:
(306) 659-5850 or e-mail jhamoline@dscf.ca or cgilje@dscf.ca

Call to oppose Bill C-7, An Act to Amend the Criminal
Code (medical assistance in dying), which is now before the
Senate. Bill C-7 expands access to euthanasia and physicianassisted suicide while removing many current safeguards for
persons with disabilities, and further eroding conscience rights
for medical professionals. Write MPs, government leaders and
senate representatives to express opposition to Bill C-7. Find
more information and links at: https://rcdos.ca/euthanasia

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005

E-mail: ky aw or s k i@r cd os . ca
Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Jan 24, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME; SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

Celebrate, study, share
The timing seemed right. In September 2019, on the 1,600th
anniversary of scripture scholar Saint Jerome’s death, Pope
Francis launched a new observance on the church calendar.
Today’s “Sunday of the Word of God” is deliberately placed
within the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. All who follow
Jesus are invited to unite around the happy gift of our sacred story
contained in the Bible’s pages. On this occasion, we celebrate,
study, and spread these good words we never possess merely for
ourselves. Enthrone the Bible in your home—and heart.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah

3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark
1:14-20 (68). “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe
in the gospel.”

Monday, Jan 25, 2021
FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL, APOSTLE

Turn things around
It is arguably the biggest about-face in history: Paul goes from
passionately persecuting Christians to converting to Christianity
and becoming one of its most important champions. And it’s a
hard-to-beat conversion story: falling off a horse and encountering
the risen Lord. But it’s a story that happens in the hearts of
Christians all the time: Life knocks you down while going the
wrong way, and you’re not ready, willing, or able to see the truth
—and then somehow Jesus changes everything. By the grace of
God, it happens to you again and again. Paul is proof that it’s
never too late, that you’ve never made too many mistakes, that
you’re never too far gone to keep turning yourself around.
TODAY'S READINGS: Acts

22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mark 16:15-18 (519).
“Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

Tuesday, Jan 26, 2021
MEMORIAL OF TIMOTHY AND TITUS, BISHOPS

Seek good companions for the journey
We honor Timothy and Titus one day after the conversion of
Saint Paul. For Paul, once converted, wasted no time in spreading
the gospel and relied on many to help with his missionary work.
Few of his companions were as key—or as beloved—as Timothy
and Titus. Paul gave them the toughest assignments, and his
letters to them are the only ones addressed to fellow missionaries
that are included in the Bible. In those epistles, Paul refers to
them as “my dear child” and “my true child in our common
faith”—reminders that all become brothers and sisters through
Christ.
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-8 OR

Titus 1:1-5; Mark 3:31-35
(520; Gospel 318). "Whoever does the will of God is my brother and
sister and mother.”

Wednesday, Jan 27, 2021
Never forget
On this day in 2005, the 60th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz concentration camp, the United Nations established
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. With firm resolve to
educate future generations about the horrors of the Holocaust,
this annual event is a clarion call never to forget the Nazi
atrocities that claimed the lives of 6 million Jews and millions
more others. U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres warns that

it would be a “dangerous error to think of the Holocaust as simply
the result of the insanity of a group of criminal Nazis.” It
happened because of the “millennia of hatred, scapegoating, and
discrimination targeting the Jews.” Pray today for grace to choose
love rather than hate, to choose inclusion rather than
discrimination.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

10:11-18; Psalm 110; Mark 4:1-20
(319). “Sit at my right hand till I make your enemies your
footstool.”

Thursday, Jan 28, 2021
MEMORIAL OF THOMAS AQUINAS, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS, DOCTOR OF THE
CHURCH

Let your light shine
How apt that the gospel on today’s memorial of Saint Thomas
Aquinas encourages us to let our light shine. This saint’s light was
his powerful intellect, and it still shines brightly today. His
theological writings, particularly Summa Theologiae, continue to
have tremendous impact on the church. One of his lasting insights
is that faith and reason both come from God, and Christian
doctrine is not at odds with rational thought. In honor of this
doctor of the church with his relentlessly probing mind, take time
to sharpen your own understanding of a faith-related issue.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25 (320). “Is a
lamp brought in to be placed under a bushel basket . . . and not to
be placed on a lampstand?”

Friday, Jan 29, 2021
Make an offer
“Offer it up” is a phrase that seems baked into our Catholic
tradition. Often it comes out at times when we are at a loss from
the complexities and pain of suffering, which can leave us
hopeless, scared, and lonely. After months of social distancing,
mourning deaths, job and school closures, and holidays spent
alone, we are all in a kind of personal and corporate space of
suffering. We are invited to truly offer, that is, to give ourselves
into the care of others and into the loving embrace of Jesus the
Christ who also has known suffering intimately. What do you
need to offer up and how can you lovingly embrace others’
offerings of themselves?
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

10:32-39; Mark 4:26-34 (321). “We are
not among those who draw back and perish, but among those who
have faith and will possess life.”

Saturday, Jan 30, 2021
All that I have is yours
Inheritance is a big deal in the Bible. Not so much legal
inheritance, though that is mentioned, but theological inheritance,
the gifts God bestows on the community of faith—the people of
Israel—and later, in the New Testament, to the followers of
Christ. We all share in that inheritance, that “holy ground”
promised so long ago to Abraham and his descendants. How will
you put your inheritance to use? Will you pass it on to others, or
will it end with you? How you invest your time, talent, and
treasure will determine the answer to that question.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

11:1-2, 8-19; Mark 4:35-41 (322). “By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
January 24, 2021

God’s Patient Call

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

In these, our troubled
times, rent by the tragedies
of war and menaced by
the baneful tendency to
accentuate differences and
to incite conflict, may the
Good News that in Jesus
forgiveness triumphs over
sin, life defeats death, and
love conquers fear, be
proclaimed to the world
with renewed fervor.

T

he Sistine Chapel fresco, The
Prophet Jonah, is directly above The
Last Judgment. Michelangelo chooses
to depict Jonah for his theological
connection to Jesus, who said, “Just as
Jonah was in the belly of the whale three
days and three nights, so will the Son of
Man be in the heart of the earth three
days and three nights” (Matthew 18:40).
Unlike Jesus, Jonah initially balks at
God’s call until he grudgingly accepts
and preaches to the city of Nineveh. In
his rebellion, he gets in a boat and goes
the opposite direction from where God
was calling. Eventually he was thrown

Sunday Readings
Jonah 3:1–5, 10

The people of Nineveh believed
God; they proclaimed a fast
and all of them, great and small,
put on sackcloth.

1 Corinthians 7:29–31
I tell you, brothers, the time is
running out….For the world in its
present form is passing away.

Mark 1:14–20
Jesus said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”
Then they abandoned their nets and
followed him.

overboard and swallowed by the fish,
seen painted at his side. After a threenight stomachache, the fish spewed
Jonah up on the shore, back where he
had started.
Jonah looks up to heaven with a
weary longing, which might denote his
melancholy personality. The fig tree
further reinforces his weakness because it
recalls the episode when Jonah lay under
the fig tree in depression and lethargy.
Like Peter and Andrew, James and
John, God entered Jonah’s life and called
him. Unlike the apostles, it took him
a while to say yes. We can also be slow
to respond to the invitation of God in
our soul, whether in big or small things.
Perhaps the attraction of the world or
fear of sacrifice keeps us from saying yes.
Yet his voice is constant and persistent.
Michelangelo paints Jonah dangling
above The Last Judgment as if to subtly
say, you are cordially invited to say yes
to God’s patient callings…while you still
have time. +

We can be slow to respond
to the invitation of God
in our soul, whether in big
or small things.
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—Letter recognizing missionary work,
October 22, 2017

•

What has God been calling
me to do?

•

Do I understand that putting
off his voice is also putting
off God’s joy and goodness?

Being Authentic to God
By Kathleen M. Basi

I

have a theory about nurturing faith
in the family. It goes like this: If a
child’s faith is an integral part of his or
her everyday life—not just the overtly
religious parts—it will become so central
to that person’s identity that he or she
could never leave the Church because it
would mean an abandoning of self. The
question is, how do you accomplish that
goal?
I believe the answer is twofold:
authenticity and practicality.
First Corinthians 12 exhorts us to
remember that our gifts are uniquely
given by God and so is our calling. In my
family, nurturing the faith in an authentic
and practical way means leading a choir
at Mass and teaching natural family
planning with the kids sitting in the
room with us. It means letting them
watch the news and having no-questionoff-limits discussions of what they see
there. It means carrying snacks in the
car to give to homeless men and women,
digging into piggy banks to contribute
to the family’s Christmas charity, and
regarding conservation and recycling as
signs of Godly stewardship, not just civic
responsibility.
In your family, an authentic, practical
application of the faith might look quite
different. It’s not about doing what
everyone else does. It’s about being
authentic to the gifts residing within
individual households. It’s about applying
the faith to every moment of every day.

make up the vast majority of life.
In this, they mirror the adult world.
The Church suffers when its members
pass judgment on others while failing to
recognize the ways in which our worldly
biases lead us away from the Gospel.
The good news is that an authentic and
practical application of the faith is the
key not only to the next generation of
the Church but also to evangelizing the
world. +

Our children need to see us
engaged in a genuine search
for God.
This isn’t just for the kids, either.
Adults cannot nurture in our children
what we do not possess ourselves.
Conversion is a lifelong process. When
Pope Francis visited the United States, for
instance, he challenged Catholics as well
as nonbelievers. Did we listen? Did we
revisit dearly held opinions in light of our
identity as Catholic Christians?
Our children need to see us engaged
in an authentic search for God, one that
doesn’t profess to have all the answers
but instead constantly seeks his will over
our own limited understanding of the
world. They need to see us wrestling with
concepts like forgiveness and “do unto
others” in the mundane interactions that

Lord, you call me to do the work
of God in the world. Help me
to say yes to your work of peace
and reconciliation.
—From Peaceful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage
and Mary Ann McSweeny

WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, Conversion of St. Paul:
Acts 22:3–16 or Acts 9:1–22 / Mk 16:15–18

Thursday, St. Thomas Aquinas:
Heb 10:19–25 / Mk 4:21–25

January 25–30

Wednesday, Weekday:
Heb 10:11–18 / Mk 4:1–20

Saturday, Weekday:
Heb 11:1–2, 8–19 / Mk 4:35–41

January 24, 2021

Tuesday, Sts. Timothy and Titus:
2 Tm 1:1–8 or Ti 1:1–5 / Mk 3:31–35

Friday, Weekday:
Heb 10:32–39 / Mk 4:26–34
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