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Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions
you must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to
schedule a time and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Adoration : Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12
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Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church
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Call: 306-374-1425 or email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
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DONATING TO YOUR PARISH
ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with
any special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7
5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put envelopes into the office door mail slot.

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful
•

For the Church: that we may allow the Holy Spirit to empower and enlighten us so we may become beloved
daughters and sons of God. We pray to the Lord.

•

For the leaders of all nations: may they show the compassion of God in their dealings with one another. We
pray to the Lord.

•

For the grace of humility: that we may enter into the woundedness and vulnerability of the human family,
and allow God to bring us to wholeness. We pray to the Lord.

•

For the grace to listen: that we may recognize the many ways that God calls us and invites us to new life.
We pray to the Lord.

•

For a renewed awareness of God’s covenant with us: that we may perceive the magnitude of God’s love for
us. We pray to the Lord.

•

For the grace to make us faithful to God in every part of our life and that God will help us follow the
commandments through loving God and our neighbor. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who are preparing for baptism and for all who are newly baptized: that they may allow the Holy
Spirit to guide their growth in faith and holiness. We pray to the Lord.

•

For an end to the Coronavirus pandemic: that God will free us from this dangerous virus, make the vaccines
effective, and help us rebuild our communities of faith. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who are ill: that God’s Spirit will rest upon them, relieve their suffering, and restore them to
wholeness. We pray for: Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche Kolojay, Theresa Matiakis, Concepcion
Pangilinan, Betty Anne Tomney, Stella Hollman, Kathleen Kroeger, Oma Kloeble, Harvey Laberge, Raizel
Zafra, Arvin Elimanco, Foi Monteron. We pray to the Lord.

•

For Vivencio Elimanco on the Anniversary of their death. We pray to the Lord.

•

For all who have died, especially Maria Benita Fernando. That they may have eternal joy and peace living in
God's presence forever. We pray to the Lord.

—Thank you … we are Grateful !—
This has been a very different year for everyone and our parish is no exception. Although ‘virtually’
every aspect of every ministry has changed there has still been a strong force of people who have
helped not just at Christmas but throughout the year. They are parishioners that are dedicated to:
• making our environment beautiful,
• providing music for our live streamed and special Masses,
• keeping our church and church areas clean and safe,
• and have volunteered in ministries and other areas in many creative ways that some of us will never
know about. Thank you!
The pandemic will not stop us!
• Babies are being baptized,
• Adults who participated in RCIA and older children in RCIC received sacraments and became full members of the
Catholic Church,
• Grade 2 children received First Communion and were Confirmed,
• The sacrament of Marriage was celebrated by many couples,
• Families are able to celebrate the lives of their lost loved ones at Funeral Liturgies,
• We are staying connected with Schools (staff and students).
All these great events happened and are happening in smaller, quieter and more simplistic ways but this means they happened more often. There were many creative ways that help people prepare whether it be phone calls, emails and or virtual meetings. None of these things can come about without the people that helped and continue to help make them happen. Thank you!
We are grateful for Fr. Darryl and Fr. Phong who are committed to celebrating Masses, hearing confessions, providing
times for Adoration and being the priests they are while serving Holy Spirit Parish in all its needs.
Thank you to all volunteers, committees and church organizations that continue to serve and stand ready at any moments
notice to help make Holy Spirit Parish the wonderful community it is.
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January 7, 2021
Saint André Bessette

Consecration to St. Joseph: Tuesday, February 2, 2021
On the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the declaration of
St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church
To Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon:
Further to the announcement by Pope Francis in his Apostolic Letter, “Patris Corde”
(“With a Father’s Heart”) a special “Year of St. Joseph” is proclaimed for the year 2021,
concluding on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2021.
Our diocese will join with other dioceses across Canada and in the church
throughout the world to re-consecrate the Diocese of Saskatoon to St. Joseph. Please note
that there will be a special liturgy of consecration on the Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord at a 7:00 p.m. livestreamed Mass on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, at Holy Family
Cathedral.
I invite all our parishes to join at this time in celebrating a special liturgy of
consecration to St. Joseph on the last two Sundays before the beginning of the 2021 Lenten
season. Of course, I encourage you to look to other ways throughout this year to
celebration the patronage of St. Joseph – who as you know is also the patron saint of
Canada.
Liturgical resources are attached to assist you with your planning for this
celebration.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen

THANK YOU
For your kind and generous support for the
Christmas Hamper Ministry. We received over
$22,000 to assist those in need. God bless you!
MINISTRY OF CARE
“May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!” Ps 29:11
As we venture into 2021, peace can be elusive. Our patience wears thin as we
continue to adhere to public health orders and await our turn to receive a vaccine. We miss our friends and extended family members, and we live a restricted lifestyle — a solitude and loneliness that can be overwhelming at times. The future is unpredictable, beyond our control.
And yet! The Lord promises his strength and peace to us all. But we have to do our part in finding
that peace. This might be by ‘attending’ Masses online or on television, studying the readings of the
day, or spending time in quiet prayer.
We can also explore ways of caring for ourselves and others when we are feeling low.


Call someone! It’s always good to hear the voice of a friend.



Limit intake of ‘news’ — in many cases, the same information is repeated incessantly.



Recall positive memories and experiences, and know that in time there will be more of them.



If conditions permit, venture outdoors for a few minutes of fresh air.



Observe the daylight hours stretching, evening by evening.



Grow in gratitude by noticing the gifts each day holds.



Try something new or different. Learn a new skill, make a new recipe. If you have access to the
internet, you can investigate anything that interests you.



Live in hope. Give 2021 a chance!

Although we are not currently making home visits, we are just a phone call away.
If you need our assistance, please call 306-374-1425; press 6 for Ministry of Care.
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us. Ps 67
Kelly Wormsbecker and Charlene Nijhawan
Pastoral Associates, Ministry of Care

January 10, 2021 - Baptism of the Lord
• Children’s

Liturgy

• Children’s

Bulletin

If you can’t open the links please go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

INFANT BAPTISM
Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we
are baptizing children one family at a
time. So if you have a new baby and
are thinking of baptism for him/her. If
you are expecting a baby or if you would simply like
more information about celebrating the sacrament of
baptism at Holy Spirit parish. I would love to hear from
you! If this is not your first child and you have attended
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you
don’t need to take prep again. If this is your first child
please call and we can arrange for the prep session and
then the celebration. Our next prep session is
Wednesday, January 13 at 6:00 pm on zoom. Please
contact
Sharon
at
306-374-1425
or
email
spowell@rcdos.ca.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA is being offered this year virtually. They are
meeting Wednesday evenings at
7:00 via Zoom. For further
information please contact Arch
McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net
or amckay@rcdos.ca .
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.
For information and to register for the next session
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email
ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

2021 ENVELOPES
Donation Envelopes for 2021 have been delivered to most households in our parish. Check your
mailbox! If you have not received yours, please call the office and arrange a time to pick them
up. Special envelopes for people using Pre Authorized Giving are available for pick up. Only regular
envelopes were delivered. Thank you for your support of Holy Spirit Parish.
NEW IN THE PARISH? MOVING?
Please help us keep parish records up-to-date. It assists us to serve you. Please complete the following information and
return to the parish office by email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca, mail: 114 Kingsmere Place S7J 3V7,or in the
weekend collection basket. Thank you for your assistance.
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS
NAME __________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________
POSTAL CODE _______________________ TELEPHONE _____________________
EMAIL __________________________________________________________________
PARISH OFFERING ENVELOPES?

YES ______

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING PROGRAM

NOT AT THIS TIME ______

YES _________

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905

To enquire about joining or if you have
general questions call:
Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930

Thinking about joining?
Have questions? Call:

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

Spiritual Communion Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”

Come Join in! The Rosary is
said each Sunday at 11:30 am
just before Mass is live
streamed.

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays
Inside the church
Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday Mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:

Baptism of the Lord, January 10
@ 12 pm

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration

• Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm
(sponsored by HS - K of C)
• Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon

Click the orange square
to sign up for Mass

Go to the online sign up and schedule yourself for
January Masses. You now have to sign up for
weekday and weekend Masses. Be sure to read the
tabs at the top of each schedule.
We have been
experiencing quite a
few ‘no shows’ at
Masses. Please don’t
schedule yourself if
you can’t commit to
the date! Thanks.
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Upcoming Events
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Centring Prayer – All are welcome to gather in-person at

Queen’s House, 601 Taylor St. W., Saskatoon or virtually on
Zoom from 7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. Monday evenings for centring
prayer led by Fr. Paul Fachet, OMI. The next gathering is
Monday, Jan. 11. Registration deadline is noon Jan. 11.
Register at https://qh.retreatportal.com/events/f?p=EVENTS:1
or leave a message at (306) 242-1916.

Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leadership Education:

There is still time to register for Course 2 of this online program
jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon,
St. Thomas More College and Greater Saskatoon Catholic
Schools, which begins Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021 and runs weekly
until March 9. Online class sessions are held from 4:15 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. Tuesday afternoons. The program is led by teams of
Indigenous and non-Indigenous instructors, modelling
respectful and reconciling relationships. No pre-requisite is
required for this next session, entitled “Indigenous-Settler
relationship”. Cost: $200. Find information and registration at
https://rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education or e-mail
programs@rcdos.ca.

Restart: Building Separation & Divorce Resilience

will meet via Zoom 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. every Wednesday from
Jan. 13 until Feb. 10. Cost $20/session. Facilitator is Madeline
Oliver of Olive Branch Marriage and Family Ministry. The
Restart support group accepts people where they are at in their
journey and accompanies them in a non-judgmental way.
Registration is required prior to each session: text or call: (306)
361-9318 or e-mail: pmolivebrach@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation
Webinar about the Holy Spirit
with Pete Burak

Please join the diocesan Adult Faith Enrichment
program for an online webinar with special guest
Pete Burak at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26.
Pete Burak is a well-known Catholic speaker, who
serves as director of “i.d.9:16” a Renewal Ministries’
Catholic outreach program. He will be speaking on the
Holy Spirit — a fitting topic for 2021.
Register online at:
https://form.jotform.com/203495437056257

Dying Healed
Virtual Workshop
Online from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021

This workshop will provide comprehensive education
on palliative care/end-of-life issues and preliminary
training for palliative and hospice care volunteers. Dying
Healed is also suitable for those wishing to provide
compassion and support to those in need, particularly
at end-of-life. The Dying Healed workshop covers
important issues about human suffering, human dignity,
and the power of human presence as well as other endof-life issues, introducing important pastoral and practical
behaviours of what to say, how to listen, and how to be
with people who suffer illness, disability and loneliness.
Registration is required. Registered participants will
receive an online workbook and a Zoom link. Contact
Jacqueline Saretsky at: jsaretsky@rcdos.ca

Webinar: “Pick your politician – Why Catholics should
vote in party nominations” will be presented by Catholic

Conscience at 6 p.m. CST, Wednesday, Jan. 13. During this
webinar, you will hear from former and current Catholic
candidates from different parties about why nominations matter,
and how you can get involved and pick your politicians.
(Featuring a special introduction from Neil MacCarthy, Director
of Public Relations & Communications at the Archdiocese of
Toronto). RSVP at: https://nominationsmatter.eventbrite.ca/
to receive the log-in information.

Catholic Conscience presents a webinar on “Voting
like a Catholic” to be held at 6 p.m. CST, Wednesday, Jan.

20. Common myths about voting as a Catholic include: "If you
vote for a certain political party, you'll go to hell” and "I can't vote
because there's no truly Catholic option." What does the Church
really teach us about our responsibility to vote? And how do we
discern our consciences and choose who to vote for? In this
webinar, Catholic Conscience will interview Catholic author and
theologian Dr. Brett Salkeld of the Archdiocese of Regina. RSVP
at: https://votinglikeacatholic.eventbrite.ca/ to obtain the login information. (A limited number of spots are available.)

Message Board

Saskatchewan's first-ever online Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity Bible study will be sponsored in

partnership with the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism and the
Regina Council of Churches. This year, due to the pandemic,
the regular Week of Prayer events will not be held. Instead an
8-day virtual Bible study series based on the themes for Week
of Prayer 2021 will run from 12:15 p.m. to 1 p.m. daily (over
Zoom) Monday, Jan. 18 to Monday, Jan. 25. Register by email to: admin@pcecumenism.ca or call (306) 653-1633. For
more about the week, see: https://www.weekofprayer.ca

Call to oppose Bill C-7, An Act to Amend the Criminal

Code (medical assistance in dying), which is now before
the Senate. Bill C-7 expands access to euthanasia and
physician-assisted suicide while removing many current
safeguards for persons with disabilities, and further eroding
conscience rights for medical professionals. Please write MPs,
government leaders and senate representatives to express
opposition to Bill C-7. Find more information and links at:
https://rcdos.ca/euthanasia

Intercessory Prayer Network - “Have the same mind and

heart as Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5). The Roman Catholic Diocese
of Saskatoon has established an Intercessory Prayer Network,
inviting everyone to join in prayer for various pastoral priorities
and evangelization efforts in our diocese. Visit the page at
https://rcdos.ca/missionandgoals/ipn/ for monthly updates
– including the January 2021 prayer intentions. All are invited
to join together in prayer in support of the Priorities and Goals
of our diocesan Pastoral Plan and the shared mission to
“Proclaim Christ and God’s Kingdom Today.”

Bishop’s Annual Appeal - Thanks to all who have already
made a gift or pledge to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have
not had the chance to make your gift, please prayerfully
consider doing so to support ministries and programs that will
make a difference in someone’s life. Gifts can be made online
at https://dscf.ca/baa or mailed to: “BAA, Diocese of
Saskatoon Catholic Foundation” 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon,
S7S 1H1. For more information, please contact Cathy Gilje at
cgilje@dscf.ca or (306) 659-5851. Thank you! Each and every
gift has value and is appreciated.
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) provides training in

the art and skills of spiritual and religious care that is personcentered, honors religious differences, and evokes spiritual
capacities, resilience, and resources of people in times of
medical and/or spiritual transition. Employing an adult education
model, CPE integrates personal learning goals with practicebased goals. CPE provides in-depth training for persons who
desire a learning environment where feedback from peers,
teachers, and interdisciplinary colleagues enhances skills and
develops increased self-awareness. This is a five-month
program beginning Mid-January and ending Early-May 2021.
This program is sponsored by Emmanuel Care and hosted by
Santa Maria’s Senior’s Citizen’s Home, Regina. For more
information, contact Francis Maza at Emmanuel Care by e-mail
at: f.maza@emmanuelcare.ca or call (306) 249-5865.
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Employment Opportunities

Part-time Office Manager - Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
at Martensville, SK is seeking a part-time (20 hours per week)
Office Manager to assist the pastor in general administration
of the parish office. The Office Manager will provide general
administration for the parish office, and oversee external digital
and print communications. Qualified applicants will be a
confirmed practicing Roman Catholic in good standing with the
Church and will possess a combination of relevant education
and experience. For more information and a detailed job
description, contact diocesan Human Resources Manager
Patrick Clarke at pclarke@rcdos.ca or call (306) 659-5835. To
apply, submit a cover letter, pastoral reference and resumé to
pclarke@rcdos.ca before the deadline of midnight,
Wednesday, Jan. 28. (Position start date·is mid-February 2021).

Executive Director - St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission
in Bruno, SK, requires an Executive Director to provide
managerial and administrative leadership, overseeing
administration, fund-raising, programs and the strategic plans
of the board. Recruitment for the position of Executive Director
will continue until a suitable candidate is found. Please provide:
curriculum vitae (including references) and cover letter
indicating why you are the best candidate, along with wage
expectations to employment@sttherese.ca or for more
information contact Michael Marshall, Chairman of the Board,
at (306) 222-6636 or Vicky Serblowski at (306) 369-2555.

Theology on Tap: For young adults 19 to 35 is now
online: This year's theme is Exploring Vocation, and the latest

video interview with Dr. Francis Maza can be found at
https://youtu.be/M7ICv1o6eeA . Theology on Tap has been
running for over 15 years in Saskatoon, serving the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon and the Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of Saskatoon. See the STM Campus Ministry YouTube
channel to watch earlier video interviews with Sr. Marta Piano
and Fr. Peter Olisa. For more information about Theology on
Tap contact Michael MacLean at STM Campus Ministry:
mmaclean@stmcollege.ca

Diocesan Prayer - Loving God, we pray as a diocesan
family that all the baptized will respond to your call to live as
your beloved children, following your Son Jesus Christ,
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005

E-mail: ky aw or s k i@r cd os . ca
Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Jan 10, 2021
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Do justice
We sometimes imagine it’s about collecting sacraments. Or
stockpiling mountains of prayers. Writing fat checks to charities.
Or being nice to people we don’t like. But the prophets
relentlessly insist that what God desires from us is a just world.
Where there’s a privileged class, abominable wage gaps, racist
systems, and deeply disproportionate outcomes for a nation’s
citizens, the peaceable reign of God can’t gain a foothold.
Contemplate categories of injustice—education, health care,
employment opportunities, criminal justice—to name a few.
Make one your special cause, learn all you can, and educate
others about it.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah

55:1-11 or Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; 1 John 5:1-9
or Acts 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11 (21). “A smoldering wick he shall not
quench, until he establishes justice on the earth.”

Monday, Jan 11, 2021
FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

Nothing ordinary about the reign of God
Today is the first weekday of Ordinary Time—that period in the
church’s liturgical year after the close of the Christmas season
that stretches until Ash Wednesday (and then picks up after
Pentecost until Advent begins again). This time after the holidays
can indeed seem “ordinary,” when all the commotion dies down
and all the decorations are put away. Some people, especially
those who live with long, cold winters, might even feel a little
blue. But while sacred seasons are important, getting down to
business is too. After all, there’s a reign of God to help build.
Think about everything Jesus did between the bookends of his life
that we celebrate—and roll up your sleeves for some
extraordinary work.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

1:1-6; Mark 1:14-20 (305). “Come after
me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

Tuesday, Jan 12, 2021
The power of a name
The Holy Name of Jesus is a devotion that was championed by
Saint Bernardino of Siena in the 1400s—with the Holy Name
Society dating to the 1200s. As a feast day, it’s been celebrated
during the first week of January by various Christian
denominations and by Catholic religious orders, most notably the
Jesuits, who use a monogram of the name (IHS) as their emblem.
For Catholics, the entire month of January is dedicated to the
Holy Name of Jesus. Pray the Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus
today, recalling how even the unclean spirits of Jesus’ day
recognized his name.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

2:5-12; Mark 1:21-28 (306). “What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?”

Wednesday, Jan 13, 2021
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF HILARY, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Be gracious in your disagreements
Catholics of the 21st century profess the belief that Jesus is both
human and divine every time we recite the Nicene Creed at Mass.
However, that profession of faith was challenged mightily in the
fourth century when followers of Arius argued that Jesus was a
great man—but not God. The conflict involved bishops and

emperors on both sides and it went on for years. Hilary of
Poitiers converted to Christianity at the age of 35 and was elected
a bishop three years later. Hilary was a friendly and courteous
man who persistently championed belief in Jesus’ divinity. Even
exile did not silence his voice. In our own times of conflict and
division, Saint Hilary, guide us to God’s grace.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

2:14-18; Mark 1:29-39 (307). “For this

purpose have I come.”

Thursday, Jan 14, 2021
Reach out and touch an outcast
Jesus heals a leper in today’s gospel. Leprosy is relatively rare
now in most regions of the world, so it’s hard to understand the
fear and revulsion that people with this disease triggered at one
time. Even someone as close to God as Saint Francis struggled to
be comfortable with touching a leper. Every age has its outcasts,
and the Christian challenge has always been to learn to accept
those others find unacceptable, love those others find unlovable.
Prisoners, poor people, those with dark skin or foreign accents,
the homeless—the list of modern lepers is long. Who do you
avoid? Acknowledging your aversion is a step toward acceptance.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

3:7-14; Mark 1:40-45 (308). “He . . .
touched the leper, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.’ ”

Friday, Jan 15, 2021
Color blind no more
Today in Guatemala, a major religious procession honors an
image of Christ on the cross carved from dark wood and
renowned throughout the region as the “Black Christ of
Esquipulas.” The statue was commissioned by Spanish colonial
leaders looking to convert the indigenous people who worshipped
a dark-skinned deity. Today the image affirms the fact that in
Latin America there has been a certain “fluidity between races
through inter-marriage and more blending of cultures and
religions when compared to the experience of Native Americans
and African Americans,” as El Paso Bishop Mark J. Seitz wrote
in a remarkable pastoral letter on the history of racism, Night
Will Be No More. Today would be a good day to dip into this
document for insights into the history and persistence of racism,
regionwide. May the Black Christ be a symbol of hope!
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

4:1-5, 11; Mark 2:1-12 (309). “They
were all astounded and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen
anything like this.’ ”

Saturday, Jan 16, 2021
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Be present to the Presence
The great paradox of God’s kingdom is often expressed in the
teachings of Jesus: The blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear,
the last are first, the dead live. The first and most profound
paradox is that the Virgin conceives. Our Blessed Mother
experienced the coming Kingdom in her own body. She shares
that experience with us in our communion with the Lord. We
carry the Real Presence of the Savior in our own bodies. The
ongoing paradox is that the Lord calls us, who are sinners, to be
the vessels of his presence in the world. Express that presence
today by lifting up the lowly.
TODAY'S READINGS: Hebrews

4:12-16; Mark 2:13-17 (310). “I did not
come to call the righteous but sinners.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted
with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
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A Word from
Pope Francis

Stories as Windows
into the Past
By Mary Katharine Deeley

W

hen we were growing up, my
siblings and I would often ask
our grandmother to tell us stories about
our mother when she was young. We
liked listening to our mother tell those
same stories from her perspective. The
stories varied in some details, but it
always felt like a veil was lifted on the
past and we had some sense of where
we came from along with some insight
about our mother’s personality.
She, of course, did the same thing
for my daughters, making them giggle

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7 or
Isaiah 55:1–11

Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one with whom I am
pleased.

Acts 10:34–38 or John 5:1–9
He went about doing good and
healing all those oppressed by
the devil.

Mark 1:7–11
[John the Baptist] proclaimed:
“One mightier than I is coming after
me. I am not worthy to stoop and
loosen the thongs of his sandals.”

To baptize a child is an act
of justice toward them.
Why? Because at baptism
we offer a treasure, at
baptism we offer a pledge:
the Holy Spirit. Baptism
endows the child with the
strength of the Holy Spirit:
the Spirit that will defend
and assist each of them
throughout life.

at the story of my getting into her
perfume bottle when I was three. Such
stories connect us with the people we
know. Old friends trade stories of shared
experiences; young companions learn
about the world from the stories of their
elders and even from the stories their
friends tell them about their lives.
In Acts, Peter appeals to his listeners
by telling the story they know so well. He
even appeals to their shared experience
as he says, “You know…” (v. 36). Stories
connect us to one another, opening the
door to understanding each other a little
more and a little better. In his story,
Peter marks the baptism of Jesus as the
beginning of his ministry. Our story in
the Christian community begins with
baptism as well. Peter records that Jesus
went on “doing good and healing all
those oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him” (v. 38). What would the
story of our lives after baptism tell people
about us? Would someone like Peter tell
people that we went about doing good
and loving God and neighbor? +

Stories connect us, opening
the door to understanding
each other a little more
and a little better.
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—Feast of the Baptism of the Lord,
January 12, 2020

•

Do you tell children you know
stories about your life that
teach moral lessons?

•

Do you look back on your
life stories, and use lessons
learned to draw closer to God?

Our Great Mosaic
By Johan van Parys

A

few years ago, our church hosted
an exhibit of contemporary art.
Some considered the art beautiful
and engaging; others thought it ugly
and offensive. Though acceptable for a
gallery, contemporary art was deemed
unfitting for our historic church. I
was told a classical building should be
adorned with classical art, not abstract.
I remembered the many churches I’d
visited throughout Europe. Most had
been built and rebuilt over the course
of many centuries, with each century
leaving its own distinctive mark. As a
result, it isn’t unusual for a church to have
a Romanesque nave, Gothic adornments,
a Renaissance facade, Baroque side altars,
abstract windows, and contemporary
appointments such as the altar and ambo.
Regardless of their stylistic complexity,
they evoke a sense of perfect unity
and harmony. Often it takes a guide to
remind a visitor that the building is the
result of hundreds of years of labor and
love.
I have often wished for a similar guide
to point out that, similar to its buildings’
art and architecture, the Church itself is
complex and diverse and was not created
all at once. But unlike a tour guide who
easily elicits repeated oohs and ahs,
someone pointing out the diversity in
our Church may not experience the same
reception. Many of us probably wish for
a kind of cookie-cutter Catholic Church.
Wouldn’t things be easier if everyone
believed and prayed exactly the same and

Church do not detract from the unity of
the Church, but rather enrich, enhance,
and strengthen our bond.
Addressing new metropolitan
archbishops, Pope Francis said this about
unity in our diversity: “In the Church,
variety, which is itself a great treasure,
is always grounded in the harmony of
unity, like a great mosaic in which every
small piece joins with others as part
of God’s one great plan. United in our
differences—there is no other Catholic
way to be united. This is the Catholic
spirit, the Christian spirit: to be united
in our differences. This is the way of
Jesus!” +

preferred the same art and architecture?
In our search for ecclesiastical safety and
security, do we readily confuse unity with
uniformity and create a false notion of
what it means to be a “true” Catholic?
The fundamental unity of the Church,
after all, is not based on superficial
uniformity. Rather, it is rooted in our
shared belonging to the body of Christ,
in which there are many different parts.
Like its architecture, art, and music, for
example, the Church has evolved and
grown for more than twenty centuries
into a complex and diverse reality while
enjoying harmony and unity within its
rich diversity. And as is the case with
architecture and art, the differences
between the many members of the

The Church is the result of
centuries of labor and love.

Lord, help me to discern my gifts
and talents and use them for the
common good of all people.
—From Peaceful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage
and Mary Ann McSweeny

WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, Weekday:
Heb 1:1–6 / Mk 1:14–20

Thursday, Weekday:
Heb 3:7–14 / Mk 1:40–45

January 11–16

Wednesday, Weekday:
Heb 2:14–18 / Mk 1:29–39

Saturday, Weekday:
Heb 4:12–16 / Mk 2:13–17

January 10, 2021

Tuesday, Weekday:
Heb 2:5–12 / Mk 1:21–28

Friday, Weekday:
Heb 4:1–5, 11 / Mk 2:1–12
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