And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, [ praising God
and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Luke. 2:13-20 NRSV

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful


For Pope Francis and all who shepherd the church: that God will inspire them to lead us to deeper faith and
greater love during this Christmas season. We pray to the Lord.



For our nation: that God will guide leaders to new cooperation in addressing the needs of the poor and
vulnerable. We pray to the Lord.



For an end to violence; that the Prince of Peace will lead people to greater cooperation and bring peace to
our world. We pray to the Lord.



For all who are experiencing darkness through isolation, depression, grief, or violence: that the light of
Christ may scatter the darkness and bring them hope. We pray to the Lord.



For all who may be called upon during this holiday season to assist others: health care workers, public
servants and anyone who protects us, may God guide them. We pray to the Lord



For reconciliation in families: that God will heal old wounds and help us to recognize the gift of each
person. We pray to the Lord.



For all children: that they may be welcomed into this world with joy, and nurtured and encouraged as they
grow. We pray to the Lord.



For each of us: that we may know this day how close God is to us, how blest we are, and how God is always
with us. We pray to the Lord.



For all who are ill; or recovering from surgery; that God will ease their pain, and restore them to their
communities of family and friends. We pray for: Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche Kolojay, Theresa
Matiakis, Concepcion Pangilinan, Betty Anne Tomney, Stella Hollman, Kathleen Kroeger, Oma Kloeble,
Harvey Laberge. We pray to the Lord.



For Maurice Casavant on the Anniversary of his death. We pray to the Lord.



For all who have died, especially Kathy Kozak and Maurice Turcotte. That the coming of Christ may open
for them the eternal joy and peace of God's presence forever. We pray to the Lord

Merciful God, hear our fervent prayer for all who suffer from the coronavirus.
May those who are infected receive the proper treatment
and the comfort of your healing presence.
May their caregivers, families and neighbors be shielded
from the onslaught of the virus.
Give solace to those who grieve the loss of loved ones.
Protect and guide those who strive to find a cure;
that their work may conquer the disease and restore communities to wholeness and health.
Help us to rise above fear.
We ask all this through the intercession of Mary
and in the name of your Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
U.S. Catholic Health Association

Christmas 2020
Christmas Mass will be streamed on Thursday, December 24 Nativity of the Lord.
4:30 pm Carols (sing along!)
5:00 PM Mass
This Mass will be available after for parishioners to choose a different time to watch.
Let us all pray for each other as we celebrate
Mass together in person or virtually in our
homes during the Christmas Season!

The Blessings of Christmas : Peace Joy Hope Love

INFANT BAPTISM
Yes, we are still celebrating baptism at
Holy Spirit parish! During COVID we
are baptizing children one family at a
time. So if you have a new baby and
are thinking of baptism for him/her. If
you are expecting a baby or if you would simply like
more information about celebrating the sacrament of
baptism at Holy Spirit parish. I would love to hear from
you! If this is not your first child and you have attended
baptism prep sessions in the past couple of years you
don’t need to take prep again. If this is your first child
please call and we can arrange for the prep session and
then the celebration. Our next prep session is
Wednesday, January 13 at 6:00 pm on zoom. Please
contact
Sharon
at
306-374-1425
or
email
spowell@rcdos.ca.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
RCIA is being offered this year virtually. They are
meeting Wednesday evenings at
7:00 via Zoom. For further
information please contact Arch
McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net
or amckay@rcdos.ca .
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples but
also for couples considering engagement and marriage.
For information and to register for the next session
contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or email
ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
December 27, 2020
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” - Colossians 3:13
Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do. We can’t give what we don’t have. We need to receive God’s
mercy and forgiveness first before we can give it to others. Go to the sacrament of Reconciliation and receive God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Then, share give the gift of forgiveness with someone – a family member, a friend or a coworker. Pick up the phone or text someone right now.

Bishops Annual Appeal
THANK YOU
Parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish have pledged
$189,000 to date and pledges continue to be received.
Thank you to those that contacted the people of the
parish and offering to answer questions about the
Appeal. Thank you for your gift of time, energy and
dedication.
Thank you to all the parishioners who responded to the invitation to support prayerfully and financially the ministry
in our diocese. You recognize the need, the good work that is being accomplished and have chosen to be instrumental
in ensuring that it continues. This represents once again a strong commitment of leadership by our parish community
to support this great diocesan initiative that benefits many. Thank you for your generous response.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905

To enquire about joining or if you have
general questions call:
Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930

Thinking about joining?
Have questions? Call:

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

Margaret and I wish you and your family a very Merry
and quiet Christmas this year.
We welcome a new and better 2021. -Adele

Spiritual Communion Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the altar.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays
Inside the church

Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:


Dec. 24th, Nativity of Our Lord @ 5 pm



Dec. 27th, Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, Joseph @
12:00 noon



Dec. 31st, Mary the Holy Mother of God @ 7 pm



Jan. 3rd, Epiphany of the Lord @ 12 noon

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration
Beginning Jan. 6, 2021

 Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm
(sponsored by HS - K of C)
 Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon
You have to sign up on the schedule to attend Mass!
Click this link (orange box) to sign up:

Go to the online sign up and schedule yourself for
The rest of December and into the New Year. Be sure
to use the tabs at the top of each schedule.

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!”
That old refrain – and Christmas itself – is not quite the same during this unusual year. In many ways, this
Advent and Christmas season does not look as it usually does: we are not able to gather or celebrate as we
usually do, with reduced numbers undoubtedly continuing well into the new year. Preparations, expectations, and long-standing
traditions require modification.
Setting aside how we think Christmas should look, let us pause to remember and connect to how Christmas appeared.
“And there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them.” Luke 2:8-9
While Christmas celebrations may indeed look different this year, the light of Jesus Christ coming into our world continues to be
true and real, regardless of circumstances. A light is shining, and opportunity is given.
In the midst of the pandemic and associated safety protocols, our mission to proclaim Christ and reach out in service continues.
At the same time, this has brought challenges and mounting concern about how best to continue our mission and meet the needs
of our parish. Resources are required more than ever during these extraordinary times.
Since the outbreak of the pandemic, we have been and will continue to serve our faith community in new and emerging ways.
Our priorities have been to:
… implement regulations regarding public worship in order to accommodate in-person worship in the safest possible manner;
… offer extra Mass times to enable more people to attend, given restrictions on numbers;
… offer a platform for online Masses for those who have not yet returned to in-person celebration of the Eucharist;
… find ways to accommodate funerals, weddings, sacramental preparation, and other important milestones in the lives of
parishioners;
… keep important information flowing and available to all parishioners;
…bring prayers, presence, and sacraments to those whose families are unable to visit loved ones while they are in hospital; and
…continue other crucial ministries in collaboration with the diocese: Justice and Peace, Evangelization and Catechesis, Prison
Ministry, and Refugee Aid, among others.
In order for such efforts to continue – and hopefully expand – resources are needed.
The Advent and Christmas Masses are traditionally a critical source of funds for the parish. In addition, because of the
disruption to regular Mass attendance, gatherings, and events over the past nine months, collection revenue has fallen below the
operational level needed to sustain the life of our parish. In normal times, this weekly generosity directly supports a wide range
of ministries, initiatives, and outreach that many rely upon. While our collections have dropped, our ministry and outreach are
needed more than ever during this pandemic.
Truly, everyone’s lives have been disrupted through the COVID-19 pandemic. It has, and for the foreseeable future will continue
to, impact how we worship and how we engage in programs offered by our parish. Humbly, yet candidly, we share with you that
your financial assistance is needed to ensure the parish can continue to offer the faith support and development that we depend
upon.
In all of this, there is not only a need to address current and probable future financial shortcomings, there is also opportunity to
build the strength of our faith and our parish community. We ask you to please prayerfully consider making a special financial
Advent gift to the parish. You can make your gift online at www.holyspiritsaskatoon.ca or by return mail or through preauthorized giving (PAG). The form is available on our parish website or you can contact the parish office and we hope you will
fill this in as well. PAG provides us with regular income to support the important work of our parish. Each gift makes a
difference and will be met with gratitude. Please also take the time to fill in your current email and cell number. This way, we
can bring our parish records up to date and keep in contact with you while gathering restrictions are still in place.
These are indeed unprecedented times in which the challenges facing our world cast shadows over our lives, yet no amount of
darkness has power over even the smallest glimmer of light. As Catholic Christians, we are called to be light for the world:
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16.)
May your hearts, homes, and loved ones near and far be filled with peace, joy, and love. The Light of the world is coming!
Yours in Christ,
Holy Spirit Finance Committee

Guide to Pre-Authorized Giving Program
Frequently asked questions . . .
What is a Pre-authorized Giving Program?
It is a way to financially support the parish through weekly or monthly contributions
from your personal bank account or major credit card. There is NO cost to participate.
This program provides ongoing services, ministries, and pastoral salaries year round.
How does it relate to the use of weekly envelopes?
If you participate in the Pre-authorized Giving Program, it replaces the use of weekly
envelopes. Envelopes for special appeals are available to you.
What if I would like something to physically drop into the collection?
Offering cards are available in the Welcome Area for your use.
Can I contribute to special collections including parish and diocesan
collections?
Yes, all parishioners have the opportunity to contribute to special collections including
Christmas, Easter, and all diocesan collections. A box of special envelopes for this
purpose will be forwarded to you. Extra payments can be processed by the parish
office with your specific instructions.
How do I sign up?
Fill out the form on the reverse.
How soon will pre-authorized debits start?
You can indicate your preferred start date. For bank debit, the soonest would be the
month following receipt of your form. For credit card, pre-authorized giving can begin
as soon as your authorization form is received.
How do I change information such as amount, bank/credit card number,
frequency, or mailing address?
Fill out this form or contact the parish office (306) 374-1425 or
finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Do I receive a receipt for tax purposes?
Yes, all parishioners participating in the Pre-Authorized Giving Program receive an
official receipt for income tax purposes for the calendar year at the same time as
envelope givers.
Can I sign up for automatic contributions even if I am not registered with the
parish or residing within the parish boundaries?
Yes. Anyone who would like to support Holy Spirit parish is encouraged to participate.
Thank you.

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
306 374-1425 holyspiritsaskatoon.ca info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBIT GIVING PROGRAM
__________________________________
Surname

______________________________________
First Name

__________________________________
Street Address

________________
Postal Code

___________________
Telephone

I/We wish to donate through automatic payment beginning the month of
___________________ on the ___________ (1st, 15th, etc.) day.
 I/We wish to donate $ ______________ weekly for church operating expenses
 I/We wish to donate $ ______________ monthly for church operating expenses
through
 Visa

Account # ________________________________ Expiry date ___________

 M/C Account # ________________________________ Expiry date ___________
 Bank Debit - please attach to this form a blank cheque marked “VOID.”
Changes can be made by contacting the parish office or submitting another form marked
“revised.”
An official receipt for income tax purposes will be issued at the end of each calendar year.
I/We understand that this authorization is in effect until cancellation in writing is
provided to Holy Spirit parish office.

________________________________________
SIGNATURE

________________________________
DATE

RECIPE FOR
HAPPINESS THIS CHRISTMAS
-2 heaping cups of patience
-1 heart, full of love
-2 handfuls of generosity
-plenty of faith
-1 handful of understanding
-dash of laughter
-generous sprinkle of kindness
Combine patience, love and generosity with understanding. Add a dash of laughter and sprinkle generously with
kindness. Add plenty of faith and mix well. Spread over a
period of a lifetime. Serve everyone you meet.
We’ve added some of our own secret ingredients to the
recipe! Click on the links to see them

Fr. Darryl
Romans 5:8

Fr. Phong
Revelation 22:20

1 Thessalonians 5:16-23

Celena
John 14:1-6

Charlene
Jeremiah 29:11

Ed
Psalm 98:1-6

Erin
Matthew 6: 8-30

Jack
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Karen
Psalm 46:10

Kelly
John 3:16

Monica
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Sharon
Psalm 139:13-16

Arch

As we celebrate our Saviour’s birth, May Christ,
the bright star of Christmas,
shine in your hearts throughout the coming year.
From the staff at Holy Spirit,
Merry Christmas and
May God bless you and yours in 2021!

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in the Church
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email:

Holy Spirit Parish
114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190

Pastoral Associates:

Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca

Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

Faith Formation
Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca

We'll be closed - The parish office will be closed from
Thursday, December 24th to Monday, January 4th.
There will also be :
 no morning Mass on Dec. 29, 30 or 31
 no Adoration on Wednesday, December 30 or Friday
January 1.
 If you need to reach someone please call 306-374-1425
and leave a voicemail. The phone messages will be
checked.
 The side door will be open from 8:30 am - 3:15 pm. If
you have to drop off a donation or letters. Please use
the mail slot in the office door.
Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a time
and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Adoration resumes in January: Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12 noon

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca
Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca
Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk jaltrogge@rcdos.ca
Finance Committee:
Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka

Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

DONATING TO YOUR PARISH
ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish
website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with any
special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put envelopes into the office door mail slot.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
123 Nelson Rd
Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
www.rcdos.ca

Phone: 306-242-1500
Fax:
306-244-6010
Toll free: 877-661-5005

Christmas Message

December 22, 2020

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined.

Dear Clergy, Religious, and
People of God of the Diocese
of Saskatoon:

Image from +M Hagemoen:
Christmas Night Cross Image
Diocesan Retreat Centre at
Trapper’s Lake near Yellowknife

This favorite Old Testament
passage of mine from the
Prophet Isaiah (9:2) I think
speaks to us in a significant way
at this time. It has been a tough
year. Not without its blessings
but the great challenge of COVID
19, and the devastating way it
has affected all our lives is utterly
extraordinary.
The pandemic has stripped so
much – and continues to do so.
The things that are familiar and
trusted – the ways that we
casually relate with others; the

ability to carry out normal, daily
tasks; our ability to more or less
go as we please – to places of
work, or to purchase things for
our families, or even recreation –
all of these are now severely
limited.
Christmas will be different for
us. We are being asked – in fact
begged by our local governments
to keep to our own immediate
families, and not to gather and
celebrate as we always have. Our
civil authorities do not come to
this position lightly – our health
care resources are already
severely stretched. The further
spread of the Covid19 virus
would be utterly devastating.
As I have been reflecting about
why we do all of this, one of the
Old Testament scriptures that
has jumped out at me again and
again is Abraham’s prayer
petition to the Lord, in which
Abraham is concerned about the
salvation of the righteous. In
Genesis Chapter 18 Abraham
petitions God to withhold
devastation that is coming, for
the sake of the very few

Isaiah 9:2

righteous: “Lord, [even] for the
sake of [only] ten…?” I am
reminded that we do all of this
because a small percentage of us
could be devastated by getting
infected - especially our elders
and those who are healthcompromised.
This reflection also challenges
and stretches me in new ways including my awareness of the
care of my brother and sister –
let alone the many who are ‘the
stranger.’ Amidst my frustration,
regret, and disappointment that
we cannot celebrate and enjoy
Christmas as we always have
…CHRISTMAS COMES!
O come, O Come, Emmanuel.
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Whether we are ready, or not….
whether we can celebrate as
usual… or not, whether we can
gather with many or with only a
very few… Christmas Comes!
GOD IS with us in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. God
IS loving us, caring for us,
holding us.
As the saying goes: “We do not
know why difficulty and tragedy
comes and what the future holds,
but we do know WHO holds us
through the tragedy… into the
unknown future.

difficult to resolve problems that
affect us all. Anyone who thinks
that the only lesson to be learned
was the need to improve what we
were already doing, or to refine
existing systems and regulations,
is denying reality.”

Yes, indeed, things will probably
not go back to just the way they
were, at least not entirely. Maybe
that is okay. In the encyclical,
Pope Francis cites many things
that should be different and,
furthermore, which highlight
how Jesus who comes at
Christmas really is ‘the reason
for the season.’
To start, we need to be open to
growth and change in our lives.
There are many things do need
to change …in my life, in our
lives. The need for change and
ongoing conversion is absolutely
crucial. As Pope Francis states:

Image from +M Hagemoen:
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The effects of the pandemic have
been on everyone’s minds,
including the Holy Father. As
Pope Francis describes in the
opening section of his recent
encyclical Fratelli Tutti:
“ …the pandemic unexpectedly
erupted, exposing our false
securities. …for all our hyperconnectivity, we witnessed a
fragmentation that made it more

“Everything depends on our ability
to see the need for a change of
heart, attitudes and lifestyles …
(and watch for) …human
weakness, the proclivity to
selfishness that is part of what the
Christian tradition refers to as
‘concupiscence’: the human
inclination to be concerned only
with myself, my group, my own
petty interests. “(#166)

The trials of the pandemic have
certainly highlighted this
temptation.
Secondly, the call to reflect on
how we truly communicate and
relate to others. Pope Francis
highlights the task of truly

communicating with each other
in an authentic, truly human
way. Technology is a great gift,
but is by itself an inferior tool,
because,
“…Life exists where there is
belonging, communion, fraternity;
life that is stronger than death …is
built on true relationship and
bonds of fidelity.” (#87)

A third challenge that arises is
our true care for and support of
the vulnerable. As the Pope
states,
“We are still ‘illiterate’ when it
comes to accompanying, caring for
and supporting the most frail and
vulnerable member of our
developed society. We were created
for a fulfilment that can only be
found in love.”

The Holy Father challenges us
about the persistent, deepening
journey of that easy but
challenging word, LOVE.
“Charity is at the heart of every
healthy and open society, yet today
it is easily dismissed as irrelevant
for interpreting and giving
direction to moral responsibility.”

On this theme, Pope Francis
describes ‘solidarity’ as a key
feature of our quest to become
more Christ-like, and I would
say, to move our sense of
Christmas from being merely a
holiday celebration of an event,
to actually changing our hearts
and lives. As Pope Francis states,
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“Solidarity finds concrete
expression in service, which can
take a variety of forms in an effort
to care for others. And service in
great part means ‘caring for
vulnerability, for the vulnerable
members of our families, our
society, our people.’ In offering
such service, individuals learn to
‘set aside their own wishes and
desires, their pursuit of power,
before the concrete gaze of those
who are most vulnerable… service
always looks to their faces, touches
their flesh, senses their closeness
and even, in some cases, ‘suffers’
that closeness and tries to help
them. Service is never ideological,
for we do not serve ideas, we serve
people.”

A fourth challenge for us all
during these difficult times is to
grow in what the Holy Father
calls “gratuitousness.” This he
states is the ability to,
“…do some things simply because
they are good in themselves,
without concern for personal gain
or recompense. Gratuitousness
makes it possible for us to welcome
the stranger, even though this
brings no immediate tangible
benefit.”

Finally, I very much appreciate
the Holy Father’s emphasis on
the priority of forgiveness and
reconciliation. Indeed, the mercy
and salvific love of God for the
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world is the reason that Jesus
comes at Christmas. As the Pope
states about forgiveness:
“…Those who truly forgive do not
forget. Instead, they choose not to
yield to the same destructive force
that caused them so much
suffering.” (#252)

Indeed, there is much to be
angry about. However, left alone,
our anger will consume and
destroy us. O how the world
needs to choose another way –
the way demonstrated in the life
and way of Jesus Christ.
May our celebration of Christmas
focus us more on Christ’s
forgiving, redeeming way. This
year there’s less to distract us
from this central message of why
Jesus Christ comes to our world
such notice that we really allow
him to touch our hearts and
change our lives. Or does our
celebration of Christmas merely

mean legitimate celebration of
Christmas cheer with others,
lights and decorations, food,
presents – but not much more.
Well, we cannot celebrate like we
used to this year, but maybe this
means we can take a hard look at
Jesus Christ: the babe whose
birthday we celebrate every year.
He does boldly go where no one
has gone before – which takes
Him right into the heart and
messiness of our lives – in order
to bring love and light and which
will take Him on the unique
journey of pouring out His life in
service: the demonstration of the
greatest love the world has ever
known – and this redeems, saves
the World.
This may indeed be a Christmas
like none other. Are we up for it?
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Have a blessed and joy-filled
Christmas season.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen
Bishop of Saskatoon

Diocesan Bulletin
Dec. 24-25, 2020 - Nativity of the Lord
Dec. 27, 2020 - Feast of the Holy Family
Jan. 1, 2021 - Mary, Mother of God

1
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Jan. 3, 2021 - Epiphany

Upcoming Events

Mass live-streamed from a number of parishes in our

diocese will continue throughout the Christmas season, and
can be found posted online at https://saskatoonmass.com
(NOTE: The video-taped celebrations will be archived and can
be viewed anytime after they are posted.)

Restart: A Separation and Divorce Recovery
Support Group will meet either online by Zoom or in person

at Queen’s House, Saskatoon, 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays
from Jan. 6 to Feb. 10. Cost $5/session. Facilitator is Madeline
Oliver of Olive Branch Marriage and Family Ministry. This
support group accepts people where they are at in their journey
and accompanies them in a non-judgmental way. Registration
is required prior to each session by calling (306) 361-9318 or
e-mail: pmolivebrach@gmail.com

Ringing in the New Year with the Holy Spirit Please join the diocesan Adult Faith Enrichment program for an
online webinar with special guest Pete Burak at 6:30 p.m. Jan.
26. Pete Burak is a well-known Catholic speaker, who serves
as director of “i.d.9:16” a Renewal Ministries’ Catholic outreach
program. He will be speaking on the Holy Spirit — a fitting topic for
2021. Registration: https://form.jotform.com/203495437056257

Dying Healed
Virtual Workshop
Online from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021

This workshop will provide comprehensive education
on palliative care/end-of-life issues and preliminary
training for palliative and hospice care volunteers. Dying
Healed is also suitable for those wishing to provide
compassion and support to those in need, particularly
at end-of-life. The Dying Healed workshop covers
important issues about human suffering, human dignity,
and the power of human presence as well as other endof-life issues, introducing important pastoral and practical
behaviours of what to say, how to listen, and how to be
with people who suffer illness, disability and loneliness.
Registration is required. Registered participants will
receive an online workbook and a Zoom link. Contact
Jacqueline Saretsky at: jsaretsky@rcdos.ca

May the light of Christ’s
coming into the world
bring peace and joy to all!

Merry Christmas
from Bishop Mark Hagemoen

and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon

Please visit the diocesan website for a Christmas
video message from Bishop Mark Hagemoen:

h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca

Check with your local parish for Mass times and
COVID-19 information and registration.
Find live-stream video of Mass at:

h t t ps:/ / saskat o o n m ass.ca

The Catholic Pastoral Centre will be closed
the afternoon of Dec. 24, as well as on
Dec. 25, Dec. 28, and Friday, Jan. 1, 2021

Find more diocesan news at news.rcdos.ca or follow
@saskatooncath on Twitter or find the diocese on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/saskatoonrcdiocese
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Message Board

Video conversations about Advent and Christmas
in a time of COVID-19 with Bishop Mark Hagemoen talking

to various groups and individuals about the challenges and
blessings we are facing this year can be viewed on the
diocesan website at: https://rcdos.ca/advent-in-covid-19/

Theology on Tap: For young adults 19 to 35 - now on-line!

The next Theology on Tap session is a New Year's Eve Special,
Thursday, Dec. 31, celebrating vocations and ringing in the
new year with speaker Dr. Francis Maza of Emmanuel Care.
See Facebook at www.facebook.com/saskatoonTonT or visit
the STM Campus Ministry YouTube channel, found at
https://youtu.be/a_BWK1c1MpA . Theology on Tap has been
running for over 15 years in Saskatoon, serving the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon and the Saskatoon Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy, now online. If you missed earlier sessions
this year with Sr. Marta Piano and/or Fr. Peter Olisa, see the
St. Thomas More (STM) Campus Ministry YouTube channel at:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCKLRESBLIwCnQVwjv04nkmw

Saskatchewan's first-ever Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity virtual bible study will be sponsored in

partnership with the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism and the
Regina Council of Churches. This year, due to the pandemic,
the regular Week of Prayer events will not be held. Instead an
8-day virtual bible study series based on the themes for Week
of Prayer 2021 will run from 12:15-1:00 p.m. daily over Zoom
Monday, Jan. 18 to Monday, Jan. 25. Further details and
registration information will be released early in January.

Bishop’s Annual Appeal – There’s still time to give! Thank

you to all who have already made a gift or pledge to the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have not had the chance to
make your gift, please prayerfully consider doing so to make a
difference in someone’s life as we work to “Proclaim Christ and
Reach Out in Service”! Gifts can be made online at
https://dscf.ca/baa (immediate tax receipt), or dropped at
your parish or mailed to: “BAA, Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic
Foundation” 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1. (Gifts
received by Dec. 31, 2020 will receive a charitable tax
receipt for this tax year.) For more information, please contact
Cathy Gilje at cgilje@dscf.ca or (306) 659-5851. Thank you!
Each and every gift is important!

Call to oppose Bill C-7, An Act to Amend the Criminal
Code (medical assistance in dying), which is now before
the Senate. Bill C-7 expands access to euthanasia and
physician-assisted suicide while removing many current
safeguards for persons with disabilities, and further eroding
conscience rights for medical professionals. Please write MPs,
government leaders and senate representatives to express
opposition to Bill C-7! Find information and links at:
https://rcdos.ca/euthanasia
Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family that our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will come into the hardest and
messiest parts of our lives and hearts to give us new life. We
pray especially for healing and peace in all of our families.

Indigenous Pastoral &
Lay Leader Ministry Education

Jointly sponsored by the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon,
St. Thomas More College, and
Greater Saskatoon Catholic
Schools, the Indigenous Pastoral
& Lay Leader Ministry Education
program is led by teams of
Indigenous and non-Indigenous
instructors, modelling respectful and
reconciling relationships.

(Icon of the Sacred Heart 2017
in collaboration with Romeo
Crow Chief of Siksika Nation,
written by Andre J. Prevost)

Why take the program?

• To participate in a concerted effort to
answer the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission's Calls to Action.

• To learn about the history of the interaction between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Peoples including the impact of Roman
Catholic missionaries on Indigenous communities.

•To discuss areas of culture convergence/divergence.

•To further Catholic social and moral teachings.

•To support the building of right relationship between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Catholics in Western Canada.

Schedule and Registration:
Course 2 - Indigenous-Settler relationship
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays from Jan. 12 to March 9
offered online via Zoom
COST: $200 for each course.

Each course is 18 hours including out-of-class time
commitment to additional reading and course work.

No pre-requisite necessary. (You can take Course 2
even if you did not take Course 1; however, those who do
complete all four courses will earn a ministry certificate).

Register by Jan. 6 for Course 2:

https://rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education
or for more information contact:

programs@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5837.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005

E-mail: ky aw or s k i@r cd os . ca
Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Dec 27, 2020
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

The measure of success
Fruitfulness is a sign that we’re doing something right. Plant a
seed, water it, give it light, and it brings forth a shoot. Neglect it,
and get nothing. We measure success in terms of fruitfulness:
schooling completed, jobs held, relationships that endure, children
raised, financial security, years lived, virtues practiced. God
blessed Abram with wealth and years, but to that old man, the
only true measure of success was a child. By what standard do
you evaluate your life’s worth? What’s required for you to say in
the end: “Lord, now you let your servant go in peace”?
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach

3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke
2:22-40; or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Luke
2:22-40 (17). “But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what good will your
gifts be, if I keep on being childless?’ ”

Monday, Dec 28, 2020
FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS

Suffer little children
On the heels of the joyful celebration of the birth of our Savior,
we remember the Holy Innocents—all the baby boys who were
murdered by Herod in his attempt to kill the child Jesus.
Remember too all those innocents who die today at the hands of
their governments and who are victims of institutional and
structural violence. About the Holy Innocents, Matthew quotes
Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children . . .” Console
today’s mourning mothers by fighting for children's rights and
protections.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

1:5—2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 (698). "My
children, I am writing this to you so that you may not commit sin."

Tuesday, Dec 29, 2020
FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD; MEMORIAL
OF THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP, MARTYR

Choosing right vs. might
Thomas Becket found himself having to choose between an
earthly king and Christ the King. The cleric Thomas befriended
England’s Henry II—leading Henry to appoint him chancellor.
Later, when Henry spotted a chance to wield power over church
affairs, he named his friend the archbishop of Canterbury. But
Thomas would not go along with Henry’s plans. Repercussions
followed, and in 1170 Thomas was brutally murdered—in
Canterbury Cathedral—by the king’s men. Though perhaps with
less dramatic outcomes, standing up for your convictions may
cost you, too. Are you willing to pay the price?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 (202). “Behold, this
child is destined for the fall and rise of many."

Wednesday, Dec 30, 2020
SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The party never ends
On this sixth day of the Octave, the Christmas celebration
continues. Or it can—even if the culture around us has moved on.
Especially in pandemic days, you may feel challenged to find
hope and joy in the promise that God is with us. So celebrate by
sharing that Divine Love, however you feel able to. Bake and
share cookies, make a call to someone you may have overlooked
this busy season, write a note of gratitude to someone who

challenges you, or contribute to an organization that cares for
mothers and children in this season of the Holy Family. Take time
in prayer to recollect and give thanks for any awareness of God’s
presence in recent days. Loving God, help me remember that
Christmas is not a day but rather a season that invites me to see
you at work in my life every day.
1 John 2:12-17; Luke 2:36-40 (203). “And
coming forward at that very time, [Anna] gave thanks to God and
spoke about the child.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Thursday, Dec 31, 2020
SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The light still shines
We might well ring out a difficult year with the words of today’s
psalmist: “Let the heavens be glad and the Earth rejoice!”
Rejoicing implies an expectation of better things to come, placing
us firmly within the Christian virtue of hope. Christians are
hopeful for many reasons, starting with the fact that Jesus’s death
led to resurrection. The church teaches, too, that hope lies in
building the kingdom of God on Earth, “as it is in heaven.” Lift up
your hopes for 2021 to God, and be ready to work for them with
God’s grace.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

2:18-21; John 1:1-18 (204). “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Friday, Jan 01, 2021
WORLD DAY OF PEACE; OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD;
SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD

Renew the face of the Earth
We have longed for the year 2020 to be over, to move away from
the pandemics that have wounded us collectively and individually.
With 2021 on the calendar now, it feels like maybe, just maybe
we can start anew at some point. Given the chance, we, along
with all of creation, have the capacity to renew, that is, to be
“new again”—not only each year but each moment. An essential
ingredient to renewal is peace. The church calls us to follow
Christ the Way of Peace, as Pope Benedict said on this day in
2007, “with hearts full of hope, notwithstanding the dangers and
difficulties that surround us.” Let us pray for and choose peace
for ourselves and for the world in all that we renew this year.
TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers

6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21
(18). “Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”

Saturday, Jan 02, 2021
MEMORIAL OF BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS,
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH

Spiritual friendship lasts for ages
Spiritual friendship is one of the greatest gifts of life in a faith
community. Basil and Gregory, fourth-century patriarchs of the
Eastern Church, had such a friendship and spurred each other on
to great accomplishments and service in their spiritual lives. We
all need community and spiritual support as we work through the
mysteries of our own personal lives and the challenges presented
by a suffering world. Who can you count on for support and
encouragement in these hard times? Do your resolutions for this
new year include cultivation of spiritual community and
friendships?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

2:22-28; John 1:19-28 (205). “All the
ends of the Earth have seen the salvation by our God.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Sunday, Jan 03, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Bless this new year of grace
Some things are worth taking the time to do. After enduring the
manifold burdens of this past year, few of us will need persuading
that the annual Epiphany Blessing of the Home is a ritual worth
investing in. Gather your housemates if living with others.
Download a home blessing ritual or create one yourself, using
symbols especially meaningful to your participants. Which
household items became especially significant during the
pandemic and call for a special blessing? A cloth mask, a bar of
soap, and Netflix may be featured as items of peculiar yet holy
purpose in this year’s rites everywhere.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah

60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew
2:1-12 (20). “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come.”

Monday, Jan 04, 2021
MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS

Preserve the legacy
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first U.S.-born saint, started the
country’s first Catholic girls’ school in Maryland, where she also
founded the first American women’s religious community, the
Sisters of Charity. All those “firsts” multiplied into an incredible
legacy of parochial education and religious life benefiting women
that ripples to today. At Seton’s beatification, Pope John XXIII
said, “she sowed a seed in America which by Divine Grace grew
into a tree.” Perhaps you yourself are a beneficiary of her legacy.
In the words of Pope Paul VI at her canonization, “Rejoice for
your glorious daughter. Be proud of her. And know how to
preserve her fruitful heritage."
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

3:22—4:6; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 (212).
“He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom.”

Tuesday, Jan 05, 2021
MEMORIAL OF JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP

Parishes for the people
What would U.S. parishes look like without John Neumann, the
first naturalized U.S. citizen and bishop who was canonized? As a
seminarian in his native Bohemia, John cherished Saint Paul’s
missionary epistles from the Bible and longed to serve the United
States as a missionary. His wish was granted. After John’s 1835
ordination he began to set up parishes and a network of parochial
schools in New York. He served Germans and Native Americans
and also learned Gaelic and Italian to better serve parishioners in
Baltimore and Philadelphia. He introduced the Forty Hours
devotion and set up parish missions for Lent. Ask John to pray for
your parish today.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 (213). “They were
like sheep without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many
things.”

Wednesday, Jan 06, 2021
MEMORIAL OF ANDRÉ BESSETTE, RELIGIOUS

Open the door to new life
So many have said that 2020 was a year of unprecedented
challenges, marked by a pandemic that has taken lives and so
much more, and a national election that challenged the U.S. belief
in a united nation with liberty and justice for all. Though a new
year is only the turn of a calendar page, it allows and encourages

new life, new perspective, new hope, and new energy. Let the life
of the gentle and humble Saint André Bessette—who spent many
years as a doorman for his monastic community—be our
inspiration. May compassion and love of neighbor guide us into
this new year.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 (214). “If God so
loved us, we also must love one another.”

Thursday, Jan 07, 2021
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

And now for an announcement . . .
Even in an age when people are bombarded with messages,
announcements can have particular cachet. They appear over and
over in the gospels, from angels announcing Christ’s birth to
Jesus’ announcement in today’s gospel that he came to fulfill the
words of Isaiah. The church continues to make plenty of
announcements, from the calendar items announced at Mass to
“announcements” in the form of pastoral letters and encyclicals
about how to live contemporary Christian life. You probably
announced your faith in a formal way at your Confirmation. How
can you “announce” Christ today through your words and
actions?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

4:19—5:4; Luke 4:14-22a (215). “He said
to them, ‘Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your
hearing.’”

Friday, Jan 08, 2021
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

Out of stillness, creation
As the Christmas season draws to a close, some treasure its
highlights, others dread the January “blahs,” and all of us could
do well to follow Jesus’ model in the gospel. After he cures a
leper, the crowds and the demands on him increase. Many of us
would plough into the need, then the adulation. Instead, he
withdraws and retreats. This wintry season offers a time to
withdraw and reflect. Think, for example, of the solitude
necessary to create the kind of sacred art that Giotto was known
for. He died on this day in 1337, so perhaps you can bring him to
mind as you channel your own inner artist in the winter stillness.
Create something new today!
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 (216). “But he
would withdraw to deserted places to pray.”

Saturday, Jan 09, 2021
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY

Make space for Christ
This is the final day of the Christmas season. But it’s always
Christmas, every day of the year. Christ comes in our humanity,
born into our human flesh. We are always united with Christ in a
communion of divinity and humanity, realized in Jesus, shared
with us. We celebrate that communion in the central act of our
worship: We eat and drink the Real Presence of Christ in us. But
like John the Baptist proclaims in today’s gospel, that presence of
Christ must increase in us as our own egos decrease. This is the
way to fulfillment. Let Christ lead you today.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John

5:14-21; John 3:22-30 (217). “He must
increase; I must decrease.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (B)
December 27, 2020

A Word from
Pope Francis

Family Peace

Instead of returning home
with his family, he stayed in
Jerusalem, in the Temple,
causing great distress to
Mary and Joseph who
were unable to find him….
Returning home, Jesus surely
remained close to them, as a
sign of his complete affection
and obedience. Moments like
these become part of the
pilgrimage of each family.

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

I

n his painting, Rest on the Flight into
Egypt by Federico Flori, the artist
captures details of the Holy Family’s
escape. Although they are refugees in a
dramatic, stressful situation, he chooses
to show the delightful communion
among them. Mary sits comfortably
in the center of the family, busily
collecting water. Perhaps she will wash
the cherries or the toddler’s dirty hands.
Her face, full of serenity and joy, is lost
in thoughts that go beyond the work of
the present. She is the model of so many
mothers who, in spite of challenging

Sunday Readings
Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14 or
Genesis 15:1–6; 21:1–3

Those who honor their father will
have joy in their own children, /
and when they pray they are heard.

Colossians 3:12–21 or
Colossians 3:12–17 or
Hebrews 11:8, 11–12, 17–19
And over all these put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection.

Luke 2:22–40 or
Luke 2:22, 39–40
The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom.

circumstances, focus their energy on
loving their children and creating an
oasis of peace.
Saint Joseph stands behind the
Madonna and reaches up into the tree
to pull off a branch for the child Jesus.
His strong arm and hand extend straight
down toward the child as they both
grasp the wood from opposite ends—one
giving and the other receiving. This
simple domestic gesture of providing for
the son is strongly symbolic of what so
many husbands and fathers do on a daily
basis. Alongside their wives, they care for
their families with hard work.
Jesus is next to Mary and reaches out
to Joseph. He receives love from both
parents while returning that love with joy
and gratitude.
The Holy Family reflects the divine
family. One day the heavenly Father will
also extend a piece of fruit—this time the
bitter passion and the wood of the cross.
Although it costs his human nature, Jesus
accepts it, thanks in part to the strength
he finds in Mary. +

In spite of challenges,
mothers focus their energy
on their children and
creating an oasis of peace.
© 2020 Liguori Publications l Liguori.org

—Feast of the Holy Family,
December 27, 2015

•

Does my family know how to
gracefully encounter trying
times?

•

What attitudes allowed the
Holy Family to have peace
amidst the crosses?

We Can Save Each Other
By Fr. Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR

T

here is something peculiar about
the birth of Jesus, our Savior. God
becomes small, a tiny infant-God. Think
about it for a moment. Who really needs
to be saved?
The kind innkeeper saves Jesus from
being born in the street by providing a
stall, straw, and a crib. The angels save
him from the silence of night and lull
him to sleep singing songs of “joy to the
world.” The animals breathe warmth over
the newborn Jesus, saving him from the
cold. The star shines brightly overhead,
saving Jesus from the darkness. Mary
saves him from hunger. The kings come
from afar to share their gifts, saving Jesus
from the pain of need and poverty. An
angel comes to Joseph in a dream, saving
the Baby Jesus from jealous Herod’s
wrath.

Jesus uses small things
to make a big point.
Of all of the figures in the story, the
only one who is helpless, vulnerable, frail,
and in need of saving is Jesus. What’s
peculiar about the birth of our Lord is
that we are given a Savior who needs to
be saved! Everyone comes to his rescue,
giving him what he needs.
Jesus always uses small things to make
a big point—salt, a coin, a mustard seed,
yeast, a lamp, wineskins, and a splinter—
all small and seemingly insignificant

WEEKDAY
READINGS
December 28–
January 2

December 27, 2020

the doctor…you saved me! A few dollars
when I was short…you’re my salvation!
We’ve all been there. I’ll bet you’ve said it
to someone who has been there for you
in your time of need: “You’re my only
hope. You’re my salvation. You saved
me!”
And it’s Jesus, tiny and frail in the
manger, showing us how we can be
salvation for each other. Our Savior is
born needing to be saved, and in doing
so, teaches us that we can be “salvation”
for each other. +

until Jesus wraps them up in a parable
and delivers them as the centerpiece of
a big message. God becomes small to
make a big point. God gives us a Savior
who needs to be saved to teach us what
salvation means.
I remember standing in line at a
corner store in East Harlem waiting to
buy milk. A rough-looking teenager
came up to me and said, “Pastor, my
mother says, ‘Never buy milk here.
It’s always spoiled.’” I looked and, sure
enough, the milk was past the expiration
date. The young man saved me from
spoiled milk and a return trip. Salvation
can mean so many things. The parish
food pantry…you saved me! A ride to

Lord, Mary and Joseph helped
you to grow in love and wisdom.
Surround me with loving and
caring people to help me to be
a wise, loving, and caring person.
—From Joyful Meditations for Every Day of Advent
and the 12 Days of Christmas,
Rev. Warren J. Savage and Mary Ann McSweeny

Monday, Holy Innocents:
1 Jn 1:5—2:2 / Mt 2:13–18

Thursday, Christmas Weekday:
1 Jn 2:18–21 / Jn 1:1–18

Wednesday, Christmas Weekday:
1 Jn 2:12–17 / Lk 2:36–40

Saturday, Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen: 1 Jn 2:22–28 / Jn 1:19–28

Tuesday, Christmas Weekday:
1 Jn 2:3–11 / Lk 2:22–35

Friday, Solemnity of Mary:
Nm 6:22–27 / Gal 4:4–7 / Lk 2:16–21
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