
Alleluia. Alleluia. I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord,  
to go and bear fruit that will last. Alleluia. John 15.16 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                      October 4, 2020 

Philippians 4:6-9 
 

Practicing Peace 
 
Peace can be yours. It is hard to find peace in a busy life with many commitments, noisy neighbors, and angry streets. 
But peace can be yours. 
 
Peace is as attainable as good health and good friendships. It requires work. But there is a formula. If you want good 
health you develop habits of eating and exercising. If you want good friends you work at relationships and practice 
selflessness. These goals require work, but they are within reach. 
 
So is peace. St. Paul advises the Philippians to have no anxiety at all and to make their needs known to God. “Then the 
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
That’s it. Put anxiety away and make your requests known to God. If you have needs, do not dwell on them. Give 
them to God. Let God take it from there. Meanwhile, Paul says, think about what is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 
gracious, and excellent—not about what you are lacking. When you practice peace by thinking of peaceable things, 
peace can be yours. 
 
No one decides what goes into your mouth except you. You can diet if you want to. No one decides what friends you 
have except you. You can make and break relationships. No one decides what goes into your mind except you. You 
can think about the things that bring peace, and peace can be yours.  ~ Paul Turner www.rpinet.com 

‘Do not worry about 

anything, but in 

everything by prayer 

and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your 

requests be made 

known to God. And the 

peace of God, which 

surpasses all 

understanding, will 

guard your hearts and 

your minds in  

Christ  Jesus.’    

Philippians 4.6-7 



SaskatoonMass.com  will be live streaming Masses with-
in the Diocese of Saskatoon.  Check this website out for 
Sunday Mass times.   
Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday October 4th will be at 12 pm 

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful  

• For the Church: that we may be a fruitful garden, 
producing a harvest rich of justice, compassion, mercy, 
and forgiveness and for all religious leaders that God will 
help them to recognize their leadership is a gift from God 
for the good of those entrusted to their care.  We pray to 
the Lord. 

• For international co-operation: that nations will join 
together in addressing the crises that are impacting God's 
creation as they work to preserve our common home; and 
for those who tend the fields and bring food to our tables: 
that God will strengthen them and protect them in their 
labors. We pray to the Lord. 

• For all who experience anxiety or depression that the 
peace of God may fill their minds and hearts and for all 
with mental illness:  that God’s healing love will free them 
and open new possibilities for them.  We pray to the 
Lord.   

• For those who struggle financially that God will calm 
their fears and guide them to new opportunities to support 
themselves and use their gifts.  We pray to the Lord.  

 

• For each of us to have a deeper relationship with God: 
that we may not be satisfied with simply using religious 
words and gestures but rather make the Gospel the source 
of all our words and deeds.  We pray to the Lord. 

 
• For the sick; Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche 

Kolojay, Bijoy Lookose, Patricia Wollbaum, Jean Louis 
Mahy, Dominic Zyla, Theresa Matiakis, Maureen Tynan, 
Concepcion Pangilinan, Betty Anne Tomney, Stella and 
Sophie Hollman, we pray to the Lord. 

 
 

• For Jonathan Wyder, Loretta Clark and all who have 
died and for those who mourn them, we pray to the Lord. 

 

Holy Spirit Parish 
114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 
 

Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am 

Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon  
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email  or appointment 
only. 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 
 
 

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you 
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a 
time and date for yourself:  Sign Up Genius 
12 noon  Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 

Adoration: Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12 noon  
 
 

 

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot  
Any  other time by appointment call  
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: 
 

Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Phong Pham  ppham@rcdos.ca 
 

 

Pastoral Associates: 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 

 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 

Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 
 

Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 
 

Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca 
 

Finance Committee: 

Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon 
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka 

 

 
 
 
  

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi 
James Nestmann 
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into 

my heart ...  
I embrace You as if  

You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be 
separated from You, Amen.”   

https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044FA9A62CA6FC1-mass1


October is the Month of the Holy Rosary 

Please pray by saying  the Rosary (in part or whole) daily 

for: 

• an end to the pandemic 

• for an end to abortion 

• for our priests 

• for all discerning vocations 

Every Hail Mary from the heart is heard! 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
 

 

Thinking about joining? 
 Have questions? Call: 

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206 
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

To enquire about joining or if you have 
general questions call: 

 Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or  
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930  

 
Confessions:  

11 am - 12 pm Saturdays 
~Outside in the church parking lot 

 

Sunday Mass 
Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and  

live streaming  Sunday mass  
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com: 

 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass: October 4 @ 12:00 noon 

 
 

 
Act of Contrition (alternate form) 

 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
 In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,  

I have sinned against you whom I should love above all 
things.  

 

I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,  
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever  

leads me to sin. 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his 
name, my God, have mercy. Amen. 

For all current and relevant 
information in our diocese check out 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Saskatoon’s website!  Rcdos.ca 

Mark your calendars!   
The 40 Hours for Life 

Campaign  
October 23 - October 30 

 

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration  
• Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 

pm (sponsored by HS - K of C) 
• Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon 

OCTOBER 10 - NOVEMBER 22 MASSES  
 
To attend Mass you must be prescheduled with Sign 
Up Genius (click the link) or call the parish office (306-
374-1425) to be put in the schedule to attend. 
NOTE: The schedule includes 7 weeks  so please only 
schedule yourself  in advance for dates you know you 
can attend!  

Sign Up for Mass 

Click on the orange box 

 
"This month of October 
must be very special to 
each one of us, as it is the 
month during which Our 
Lady invites us all in a very 
special way to contemplate 
with her the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life that she shared 
so fully, through our 
fervent praying of the 
Rosary. Yes, we must 
always be very faithful and 

never give up praying the Rosary."  
“Cling to the Rosary as the creeper clings to the tree 
for without Our Lady we cannot stand.” 
-St. Mother Teresa 
 

tel:+13062608206
tel:+13069339499
https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://rcdos.ca/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044FA9A62CA6FC1-mass1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044FA9A62CA6FC1-mass1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044FA9A62CA6FC1-mass1
https://www.motherteresa.org/mt-and-the-rosary.html


SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

FIRST RECONCILIATION and FIRST COMMUNION 

Registrations are now being accepted for Sacramental Preparation at Holy Spirit Parish. 

The usual time for the celebration of these sacraments is at the Grade 2 level.  Older 

children are also welcome to attend the program as well.  

The children journey in a program that helps them discover God’s forgiveness through 

joy, love and peace, and how in the Eucharist they are nourished by Jesus, the Bread of 

Life. The program is age appropriate and is supported by family and parish life.   

The first session is on Thursday, October 29th at 6:00 pm. 

Registration forms are available via email at egratton@rcdos.ca You also may download 

a registration form from the website at www.holyspiritsaskatoon.ca.  Press the “Faith 

Formation” tab and inside you will find a tab named “Sacramental Preparation for 

Children.” There you will find a registration form.  It may be filled in and brought into the 

parish office OR emailed to Erin at egratton@rcdos.ca.  

We require a copy of the child’s baptism certificate, and $40.00 fee per child to cover 

the cost of books, materials.  THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE DUE AT REGISTRATION.   

 Reconciliation classes will be held in the Fall of 2020 ONLY. 

 First Communion classes will be held Spring of 2021 ONLY. 

For more information contact Erin at egratton@rcdos.ca 

 

First Reconciliation Preparation Session Schedule 

Thursday, October 29 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, November 12 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, November 26 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

 

An email will be sent when the Registration Form is received with information about how 

preparation will be held and how to pick up the Workbooks. We will be meeting online 

instead of in person for the Fall session. 
 

mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca
http://www.holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/
mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca
mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca


UPDATE - CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

RCIA is once again meeting at 
Holy Spirit Parish.  Socially 
distant meetings are being held in 
Conference Room A on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00P.M.  If you are 

interested in inquiring about the Catholic faith feel free 
to contact Arch McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net or 
amckay@rcdos.ca.  
  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
This program is intended not only for engaged couples 
but also for couples considering engagement and 
marriage.  For information and to register for the next 
session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or 
email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

 INFANT BAPTISM  
  

If you have had a child in the past 
few months and would like him/
her to be baptized, or are 
expecting a baby I would love to 
hear from you!  We were not 
baptizing babies for a few months 
but we are able to do so once 

again.  We are baptizing children one family at a time.  If 
this is not your first child and you have attended baptism 
prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need 
to take prep again.  If this is your first child please call 
and we can arrange for prep sessions and the 
celebration.  Please contact Sharon at 306-374-1425 or 
email spowell@rcdos.ca. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 

In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of 
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would 
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.   

I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning.  I so look forward to telling you more 
about this encouraging and gratifying process.   Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

“Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your protection 

over them, so that those who love your name may exult in you.” Ps 5 

Although we  are  not currently making home visits,  Ministry of Care is still at work, supporting 

you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and email. Please let us know if 

someone needs our attention. If you need assistance, have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the 

Faithful, or simply wish to be in touch with us to talk with someone, please: 

Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care.  

In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #. 

email: Kelly Wormsbecker    kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca   

           Charlene Nijhawan   cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Pope Francis said, “The prayer of the rosary is the 

prayer of the humble and of the saints who, through its 

mysteries, contemplate with Mary the life of Jesus, [who 

is] the merciful face of the Father.” He added, “And how 

much we all need to be truly consoled, to feel ourselves 

surrounded by the presence of his love.”   

“Praying the Rosary together as a family. It’s very 

beautiful and it gives us strength.” 

mailto:agmckay1@sasktel.net
mailto:amckay@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
mailto:cnijhwawan@rcdos.ca


DONATING TO YOUR PARISH 

Bishop Mark has invited each of us to participate in the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Please submit a completed gift 

form to the parish or mail it directly using the postage paid  envelope included with your personalized letter.  There 

are several ways you can make your gift and participation count.  You can:  

• Make a one-time gift  

• Make a monthly recurring gift that is renewed year after year 

• Pledge your gift and spread out payments over ten months 

• Have your donation matched by your company with a Corporate Matching Gift 

• Give a gift of publicly traded shares 

• Consider making a Legacy Gift through your Estate 

     No matter which way you choose, we thank you.  Every gift is appreciated, and every gift has value! 

Bishops Annual Appeal 2020 – Volunteers are needed for calling parishioners regarding the Bishops 
Annual Appeal. If you would like to volunteer, please call: 

Kelly at 306-374-1425 or email kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca  

ways to submit parish donations:  
    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish web-

site, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

  

2. Through CanadaHelps click  

                                                
  

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with 

any special offering designation. 
  

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 
  

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot. 

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the corner stone…”  Matthew 21:42 
 

Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary 
citizens.  Living a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others in today’s 
society.  For example, saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some strange 
looks from some.  But to others it is sign that God is alive and well! 

mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation


 
Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus (of Lisieux) - Feast Day October 1 
 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux has emerged as one of the best-loved saints. Her simplicity attracts us because she 
puts holiness within our reach.  
 

Thérèse Martin was born in France on January 2, 1873, the last of nine children.   After losing her mother 
to breast cancer at the age of four, Thérèse became a very sensitive child, crying over almost anything. But 
under the loving guidance of her father and four older sisters, she grew 
in holiness and wisdom far beyond her years. 
 

By May 1887, Thérèse was determined to enter the Carmelite commu-
nity at Lisieux. After overcoming objections from Church officials over 
her young age, the fifteen-year-old Thérèse entered the convent where 
she would live for the rest of her life with three of her sisters who also 
became Carmelite nuns.  Over the remaining nine years of her life 
there, Thérèse blossomed in strength and holiness. In 1895, she was 
ordered to write a memoir of her childhood; this, together with some of 
her other writings, was published after her death as Story of a Soul. 
She died of tuberculosis in 1897 at the age of twenty-four. 
 

In the little sacrifices she made for others, Thérèse imitated Jesus’ sac-
rifice on the cross. All of us are called to follow Jesus in this way. If 
Thérèse could do it, so can you!  
 

Celena Komarnicki   
Youth Ministry Coordinator 

   Thank you to all the youth that came to the church 

on Tuesday, September 29th to receive their very own 
St. Michael medals that were blessed by Fr. Phong.  
Since we were unable to gather in large groups to cele-
brate our annual backpack blessings, the youth who 

have participated in parish events in the past, were invited to stop by the parish to receive this im-
portant blessing of protection, for the upcoming school year and any challenges that they may face.   
If you were unable to receive your medal , please contact me at the parish to make arrangements 
for pick up.  Please note that quantities are limited.   

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Children’s Liturgy 

• Children’s Bulletin 

If you can’t open the links please go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

 

St. Michael the Archangel…. Pray for us! 

Prayer to St. Michael 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  Be our defense against the wickedness and snares 
of the Devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, drive into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Childrens-Liturgy-26th-Sunday-OT-Year-A.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/parable_of_the_tenants_bulletin.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/


 

Q: Why is October referred to as the Month of the Rosary? 
      (and where did it come from?) 

A: The answer to your question is relatively simple but 
needs a historical context in order to be fully appreciated. 
The short answer is this: October is dedicated as the Month 
of the Rosary because we celebrate the memorial of Our 
Lady of the Rosary each year on October 7. 

To understand this feast, we need to go back in time. In the 16th century, the Islamic Ottoman Empire presented a 
serious military threat to western Europe and sent a fleet of ships to attack Christian defenses in southern Europe. 
Pope Pius V recognized the grave danger and organized a fleet called the Holy League to confront the navy of the 
Ottoman Turks. 

On October 7, 1571, the two navies engaged in a pivotal battle that would determine who controlled maritime traffic 
in the Mediterranean, Adriatic and Aegean seas. The fate of western Europe depended upon the success of 
Christians in this navy battle, which involved more than 400 warships (it was the largest naval battle in Western 
history for centuries). 

Pius V knew he needed more than just military strength to defend Christian Europe, so he asked that all the faithful 
pray the rosary, requesting the intercession of the Blessed Mother. At the end of the Battle of Lepanto, the Holy 
League was victorious and the maritime expansion of the Ottoman Empire was permanently prevented. 

The next year, Pius V established a feast on October 7 in honor of the Blessed Mother, originally called Our Lady of 
Victory. After a few centuries, the name was changed to Our Lady of the Rosary to more clearly recognize that 
prayer was the greatest power at work that day on the seas. 

In 1571, the rosary was still a relatively new prayer form for the universal church. Pope Pius V had issued a decree 
formally establishing devotion to the rosary in the papal bull Consueverunt Romani Pontifices just two years before 
the Battle of Lepanto. The Holy Father’s universal promulgation recognized the growing devotion to the Blessed 
Mother throughout Europe, as well as the increased prayer of the rosary in various locations. Devotion to the rosary 
was especially promoted in the 13th century by St. Dominic and in the 16th century by St. Peter Canisius (who, 
according to tradition, added the final verse to the Hail Mary, in which we pray, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners now and at the hour of our death” — printed officially in the Catechism of the Council of Trent in 1566; the 
first two verses of the Hail Mary are adapted from Luke 1:28 and 1:42). 

The origins of the rosary are complex. The use of knotted ropes to count prayers or scriptural verses (including the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Jesus Prayer) is an ancient practice and is even found in non-Christian cultures. Most 
probably, the Christian recitation of 150 such prayers was intended to mirror the monastic prayer of the Liturgy of the 
Hours in which monks prayed all 150 psalms each day. 

The structure of the rosary as we know it today developed significantly from the 12th to the 14th centuries as the 
larger collection of 150 prayers was further divided into groups of 50 and separated by biblical verses or themes (now 
referred to as mysteries). It is these mysteries, like a grouping of common roses in a garden, that gave the name 
rosary to this prayer form. 

The rosary is a living prayer form and continues to develop even in recent times. An invocation known as the Fatima 
Prayer was commonly added in the early 20th century. In 2002 Pope John Paul II added a new set of five reflections 
called the Luminous Mysteries which encourage additional meditations on the life of Jesus. 

The rosary is an invitation to experience the grace of Mary’s spiritual motherhood as she leads us to her Son, Jesus. 
For this reason, it has been an invaluable source of countless spiritual graces for the saints. Remember, every time 
you pray the rosary you are given the privilege and honor of pronouncing the holy name of Jesus more than 50 
times. 

The wealth of spiritual graces offered through the rosary comes not from the multiplication of prayers (see Matthew 
6:7) but from the imitation of Christ through obedience to the Father’s will, according to the example of the Blessed 
Mother. 

Maybe October would be a good month to turn off the radio or podcast as you commute to work or school and pray 
the rosary instead. See what graces the Lord wants to pour into your life from the rose garden of this daily 
meditation. 

Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg 
used with permission from Northwest Catholic  

“This article originally appeared in Northwest Catholic, the magazine of the Archdiocese of Seattle,”  

http://www.nwcatholic.org/spirituality/ask-father/author/1011-bishopdanielmueggenborg.html


Sunday, Oct 04, 2020
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Celebrate the joy of new life
In a happy collision of observances, October is dedicated to
respecting life, supporting fair trade, employing the differently
abled, and praying the Rosary. Today is not only Respect Life
Sunday but also, in memory of Francis of Assisi, an occasion to
bless the animals who share our lives. If you’re seeking an
integrated moral code, here’s your chance to champion the
spectrum of life. The Rosary’s Joyful Mysteries lead the way:
embrace new life, encourage mothers, support child-affirming
laws, recognize the gifts of all God’s children, and respect the
wisdom of young people.

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43
(139). “Finally, [the landowner] sent his son to them, thinking,
‘They will respect my son.’”

Monday, Oct 05, 2020
MEMORIAL OF BLESSED FRANCIS XAVIER SEELOS, PRIEST
A saint for this season
As we’ve lately learned, it’s hard to be happy during a health
crisis, but Redemptorist Father Francis Xavier Seelos was called
the “Cheerful Ascetic,” even while serving the sick during a
disease outbreak. Known for his kindness and missionary zeal,
this German-born priest kept his sermons simple for everyone to
understand and was sought out as a compassionate confessor. He
was an itinerant preacher throughout the Eastern and Midwestern
United States, before being sent to New Orleans where he died of
yellow fever. Those seeking healing can submit their prayer
petition to the National Shrine of Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos.

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 1:6-12; Luke 10:25-37 (461). “You
shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart . . . and your
neighbor as yourself.”

Tuesday, Oct 06, 2020
MEMORIAL OF BLESSED MARIE ROSE DUROCHER, VIRGIN
When Mary receives a Martha job
Jesus said his friend Mary was right to cease activity, to simply sit
at his feet and listen. But the church may ask you to be more like
Martha—to reach out to the world, as Jesus also called on his
followers to do. Such was the dilemma of Marie Rose Durocher.
This quiet and frail young woman preferred the quiet life but was
pressed into pastoral service by her brother, a Montreal priest in
the 1830s. Then her bishop asked her to start a new religious
community to help educate the young. How is God asking you to
move beyond your own comfort zone today?

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 1:13-24; Luke 10:38-42 (462). “A
woman whose name was Martha welcomed him.”

Wednesday, Oct 07, 2020
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
Protect us from harm
The Rosary has been a favored Catholic form of prayer for
centuries. Inviting us to pray five Our Fathers, 50 Hail Marys, and
five Glory Be’s while meditating on gospel stories from Mary’s
and Jesus’ lives, this spiritual practice has helped generations of
Catholics ask for Mary’s intercession. In October 1571, Catholic
soldiers prayed the Rosary to prepare for battle with Turkish
soldiers in the Gulf of Corinth. When they won that battle, Pope
Pius V claimed that October 7 would be known as the Feast of

Our Lady of Victory. Two years later, his successor, Gregory
XIII, changed the name to the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.
As our world faces the challenge of the COVID-19 virus, we
again ask for Mary's intercession. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray
for us.

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14; Luke 11:1-4 (463). “Jesus
was praying in a certain place.”

Thursday, Oct 08, 2020
Persistence pays off
Prayer is not like an ATM whereby requests are entered and
dispensed. Ultimately our model is Jesus. Christ’s persistence in
prayer united him with God but did not erase his suffering. He
sweated blood, he was crucified. When we do not receive the
answer we are hoping for to our prayer request, we may suffer
too, but, like Jesus, we can open ourselves to deeper union with
God. Take time today to offer God your needs, trusting that God’s
strength and presence always suffices.

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 3:1-5; Luke 11:5-13 (464). “If you . . .
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

Friday, Oct 09, 2020
God casts out evil
Although Hollywood has popularized exorcism with such movies
as The Exorcist (1973) and more recently The Conjuring series,
exorcism is a legitimate rite in the church. An exorcism is actually
a form of prayer. It is used in situations where the faithful
experience a force of evil or the “powers of darkness,” which we
call the devil or demons. Recognizing the place of exorcism in the
prayers of the church is important because it reminds us that God
has already freed us from the snare of evil. As you encounter
various “demons” in your life, remember to pray: Call upon God
to be with you and to separate you from all that is evil and to
surround you with God’s love.

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 3:7-14; Luke 11:15-26 (465). “But if it
is by the finger of God that [I] drive out demons, then the kingdom
of God has come upon you.”

Saturday, Oct 10, 2020
Put on your dancing shoes!
On this day, the Jewish community celebrates Simchat Torah.
This joyous harvest festival marks the beginning and end of the
annual Torah reading, and culminates in dancing with the sacred
texts. In a similar sense of celebration, Jesus says to his disciples,
"Blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”
Choose scripture as your companion, and get ready to shimmy,
shake, rock and roll, and trip the light fantastic all for the greater
glory of God.

TODAY'S READINGS: Galatians 3:22-29; Luke 11:27-28 (466). “And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted
with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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The Fruit God Expects
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The Chosen People were often 
compared to a garden or vineyard 

that God had planted and cared for. 
First, he placed them in the Garden of 
Eden. Then he led them to flourish in 
Egypt before accommodating them in 
the Promised Land. After all his care 
and cultivation, he expected to find a 
fruitful return. In the Song of Songs and 
then with Jesus himself, not only are the 
people of God compared to a vineyard, 
but each of our souls is compared to 
a vineyard where God plants seeds, 

waters, and expects to find new growth 
by thirty-, sixty-, or one hundredfold.

In the image of the Chosen People, 
the Church, or our souls, one thing is 
constant: God expects a return on his 
love. Not because he is selfish and in need 
of our response but because he knows 
our happiness depends on receiving and 
showing him that love.

Jesus says the vineyard will be taken 
away from those who don’t care for it and 
given to those who will produce its fruit. 
In the same way, grace will be directed 
away from some and toward those who 
accept it and produce faith and love.

This is not a threat or “Catholic guilt.” 
This is a true Father letting his children 
know he loves them too much to not 
take them seriously. He gives and gives 
for our growth and maturing, but if that 
generosity isn’t sincerely embraced and 
appreciated, we will miss out on the true 
love of God+`. Now is the time to accept 
his love and enjoy the fruits. +

God expects a return on  
his love. Not because he is 

selfish, but because he knows 
our happiness depends on 

showing him love.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Many members of our 
communities yearn to 
receive the Eucharist at 
one table, as the concrete 
expression of full unity. We 
experience the pain of those 
who share their whole lives, 
but cannot share God’s 
redeeming presence at the 
eucharistic table….We long 
for this wound in the Body 
of Christ to be healed.

—Joint statement, Catholic-Lutheran 
commemoration of the Reformation, 

October 31, 2016

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 5:1–7
The vineyard of the Lord of hosts  
is the house of Israel, / the people  
of Judah, his cherished plant.

Philippians 4:6–9
Have no anxiety at all, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, make your 
requests known to God.

Matthew 21:33–43
[Jesus said,] “I say to you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people  
that will produce its fruit.”

• How does our Lord want to see 
fruit and growth in your life?

• Have I squandered God’s 
harvest in my life?
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Making Eye Contact with Jesus
By Kathleen M. Basi

One ordinary afternoon, I pulled up 
to a stoplight—an ordinary mom 

driving an ordinary minivan with three 
small children chattering unintelligibly 
in the back. Beside our minivan stood 
a man in a camouflage jacket holding a 
cardboard sign that read, HOMELESS—
HUNGRY—ANYTHING HELPS. 

At moments like these, the wisdom 
of the world wrestles with the wisdom 
of Christ. You’re not supposed to give 
beggars money because they might use it 
to buy drugs; instead, you’re supposed to 
support the shelters that care for them. 
Still, I can’t escape the conviction that 
when Christ said, “Whatever you did 
for the least of these” (Matthew 25:40), 
he didn’t intend for us to just scatter our 
largesse from a safe distance. He meant 
for us to take a risk and look into his face, 
person to person. Yet we hardly ever do. 
We stare straight ahead and pretend we 
don’t even see them, because eye contact 
with a beggar is a signal that we’re ready 
to open our wallets.

As I gripped the steering wheel in my 
agony of indecision, I realized the noise 
in the back seat had shifted. My children 
were waving enthusiastically at the 
homeless man while they laughed and 
shouted, “Hi! Hi! Hi!”

In that moment, Jesus’ words about 
becoming like children rang in my mind: 
“Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). 
It was in this moment that those words 

made sense for the first time. My children 
are better Christians than I am, I thought.

Obviously, it’s easier for kids than 
for us. We’re the ones who have money 
to give. We know, or at least we think 
we know, the whole story—the mental 
illness, the addictions, and the bad 
choices that land people in such a place. 
Kids don’t get caught up in that, so they 
simply acknowledge the face of Christ.

Maybe that’s why Jesus urged us 
to be childlike. Often, adults see a 
problem and, without realizing it, throw 
a roadblock in the way of solutions. 
Perhaps our mission as a Church is to 
stop focusing on the obstacles and strip 
every question down to the essentials: 
How do I acknowledge the face of Christ? 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
October 5–10

Monday, Weekday:  
Gal 1:6-12 / Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Gal 1:13-24 / Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday, Our Lady of the Rosary: 
Gal 2:1–2, 7–14 / Lk 11:1–4

Thursday, Weekday:  
Gal 3:1–5 / Lk 11:5–13

Friday, Weekday:  
Gal 3:7–14 / Lk 11:15–26

Saturday, Weekday:  
Gal 3:22–29 / Lk 11:27–28

Lord, I am grateful for  
your vineyard of love.  

Remove my shortcomings  
that I may cultivate your gifts  

of compassion and peace.
—From Grateful Meditations for Every Day  

in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  
and Mary Ann McSweeny

After all, the face of poverty is the face 
of Christ. And regardless of where I give 
money, I still have a responsibility to 
acknowledge his presence.

These days I keep a few singles in my 
wallet, and I roll down my window when 
I see a person begging at a stoplight. 
Maybe that person will use the money 
wisely, maybe not. I’m certainly not 
giving enough to help much. But at least 
it gives me the reason to be a little more 
childlike—and make eye contact with 
Jesus. +

Whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, 

you did for me.
Matthew 25:40
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WHAT ARE WE MISSING?
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Rev. Marie-Louise Ternier is an Anglican priest
serving All Saints Anglican Parish and Our
Redeemer's Lutheran Church in Watrous, SK.
She is a member of ARC Canada, the Anglican-
Roman Catholic dialogue in Canada. She blogs
at https://graceatsixty.wordpress.com/

It's been a strange season of self-
discipline and renunciation. Many
were and still are heart-broken and
fearful: losing loved ones to Covid-
19, medical and front-line workers
risking transmission, loss of work—
income—freedom, and surely, loss of
Sunday worship (as we used to know
it) and loss of Holy Communion. Last
spring, barely two months into our
lockdown, the aching and the
questions emerged: “I miss
Communion.” “Can we come by the
church and get Communion?”
“How about virtual Communion? Is
that valid?” The weeks without
church services extended into
months, and increasing numbers of

The result surprised both my
colleague and I. Each week between
12-16 participants from five different
towns and cities met on Zoom.
Moreover, each of the three
Christian traditions mentioned above
were represented in the group, some
through the reality of inter-church
marriages, others because they learnt
through personal connections about
this initiative and asked to
participate.

The conversations were lively and
engaging, with much learning and
new understanding. While these
regular churchgoers showed a very
good intuition about the nature and
meaning of the Holy Eucharist, very
few had thought of the Lord's Supper
as a witness to the world about God's
love for all creation and God's
redeeming work in Christ Jesus for all
people. One participant wrote this in
her evaluation:

continued page 2

Christians were deeply missing the
Eucharist, Holy Communion, the
Lord's Supper, the Mass. But what do
we really mean by this? What exactly
were we missing? What does Holy
Communion mean?

Seizing a teachable moment, my
colleague Rev. Canon Matteo Carboni
and myself decided to host a series
of Zoom-chats on the subject. We
collected a number of articles on the
subject, all written on the Holy
Eucharist during the pandemic,
from Anglican, Lutheran and Roman
Catholic sources. Each week
participants received two articles in
their email with reflection questions.
Then for five Thursday evenings we
met on Zoom to talk about what we
had read. Both informal and
instructive, we gathered with an
open heart and a curious mind, to
learn and share and discuss, and to
still our spiritual hunger.

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2

G R OW I N G  T O G E T H E R



Abide in my love and you shall bear
much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9)

The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity materials for 2021 were
prepared by the Monastic Community
of Grandchamp. The theme that was
chosen, "Abide in my love and you
shall bear much fruit", is based on
John 15: 1-17 and expresses the
Grandchamp Community's vocation
to  prayer, reconciliation and unity in
the church and the human family. 

Today, the community has fifty
sisters, all women from different
generations, church traditions,
countries and continents. In their
diversity the sisters are a living
parable of communion. 
 

continued from page 1

 "In our Zoom conversations and in
reading and re-reading the articles, I
have learned more about the Eucharist
and realize that, in taking Holy
Communion, it isn’t just about my
personal fulfillment, but about those
who commune around me and extend
this to the greater world. Eucharist
seems to be the bigger picture. It
involves our becoming nourished for
mission and in witness to the whole
world. What we witness to when we
make Eucharist, is that Christ died and
rose again for sake of the whole world,
giving us all a share in His new life. In
Eucharist, we are the sign—that Christ
is offering Himself, His body and blood
for everyone. That as we show Christ’s
love to the world, we also bring our
love for our neighbours to him in
prayer."

The group remained diverse on the
question of virtual communion with
some in favour and others not. Here
are some thoughts from a Lutheran
participant:

 

 opportunity to grow with, and to learn
from, each other. Several participants
commented that our differences seem
to lie primarily in different  emphases
and different terms, but that in
essence we share a common faith in
the Real Presence of Christ in the
bread and wine blessed in the
presence of the gathered community
of faith. And so the question naturally
arose: why are we still divided at the
holy Table of our Lord? Why indeed?

Towards the end of our meetings
someone commented how this group
had become a beautiful
and meaningful virtual community and
that this virtual nature was definitely
real. And that maybe every celebration
of Holy Communion has a virtual
dimension, because it transcends the
natural world. Just as Christ Jesus is
truly and wholly present in the bread
and the wine, so we became truly
present to one another, forming one
Body of Christ in order be sent out
again to be the
Body of Christ in the world, even in the
absence of Holy Communion.
 
This same Zoom-series on the Eucharist will be
offered through Queen's House in
October/November

 

"The Lutheran perspective by Professor
Dr. Dirk Lange was very meaningful.
His comments regarding virtual and
online communion made sense to me.
He  gives reasons why we need the
complete liturgical celebrations of the
Eucharist or Holy Communion: 'The
whole liturgical celebration culminates
in this great thanksgiving in the Holy
Spirit that evokes God’s radical, self-
giving gift, God’s gift of God’s self, Jesus
Christ, Divine Mercy in our midst.'
Again, there is an insistence on the
fullness of the rite and on the people
gathered doing something together. I
myself would not find virtual online
communion very meaningful or
satisfying."

Discussing such a central aspect of our
faith, the Holy Communion—Eucharist
—Mass, with Lutherans, Anglicans and
Roman Catholics was a delightful

 

WHAT ARE WE MISSING? 

WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY 2021 
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They remain faithful to a life of
prayer, life in community and the
welcoming of guests. The sisters
share the grace of their monastic life
with visitors and volunteers who go
to Grandchamp for a time of retreat,
silence, healing or in search of
meaning.

For the eight days of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021,
they propose a journey of prayer:

Day 1: Called by God: “You did not
choose me but I chose you” (Jn 15:16a)
Day 2: Maturing internally: “Abide in
me as I abide in you” (Jn 15:4a)
Day 3: Forming one body: “Love one
another as I have loved you” (Jn
15:12b)
Day 4: Praying together: “I do not call
you servants any longer … but I have
called you friends” (Jn 15:15)

Day 5: Letting oneself be transformed
by the Word: “You have already been
pruned by the word…” (Jn 15:3)
Day 6: Welcoming others: “Go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn 15:16b)
Day 7: Growing in unity: “I am the vine,
you are the branches” (Jn 15:5a)
Day 8: Reconciling with all of creation:
“So that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be complete” (Jn
15:11) 

Please stay tuned as Week of Prayer
plans unfold. Due to COVID-19 this
year, Saskatoon celebrations may look
different. The circumstances of this
pandemic are evolving everyday and
this may impact our plans. We will
keep you informed on our website,
email, social media and in the next
Growing Together newsletter. 
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(Matthew 24:14), and it was out of
the experience of the nineteenth
century missionary Societies that
this concern for cooperation and
unified witness grew. Since that
time ecumenism has endeavoured
to serve the healing and
strengthening of the Church's
God-given unity - a unity the
Church has always been endowed
with but often has failed to
demonstrate to the world. 
Christian unity, fully restored, is
the condition required for the
credibile and effective mission of
the Church. The Christian gospel
has to do with integrity and the
reconciliation of people. Without
Christian unity such a message
cannot be heard. 

Jesus describes himself as the vine,
and his followers are the branches
which are living parts of that vine.
Paul speaks of the Church as
Christ's Body; we are all members
of that one Body. 
At present it is difficult for us, and
more difficult for people outside
the Church, to see our unity. It is
marred by historical divisions that
have torn our fellowship. We are
called to heal our divisions and to
work toward a depth of unity that
will be visible to ourselves and to
others. 

In John 17, our Lord prayed for the
unity of his disciples "that they
world will believe that you sent
me." (v21). Has not the disunity of
the Churches caused confusion
and frequently hampered our
witness given to the world? 
The modern ecumenical movement
really is a by-product of the
missionary movement. The term
"ecumenical" comes from the
Greek word oikoumene which
means "the entire inhabited world"
to which the Church is sent 

GROWING
TOGETHER
ARCHIVES

Jesus prayed that his followers may
be on "as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, so also may they be
in us" (John 17:21) The depth of
unity our Lord desires for us is
measured only by the unity that
exists between Jesus and the
Father. 
How are Jesus and the Father
united? Jesus sought the Father's
will and lived according to it. At the
very least we may see the unity of a
shared vision or purpose, and a will
or desire to achieve that vision. 
Part of that vision or purpose is a
unity  with him and with each
other. In another passage, John 15,

 

J E S U S  P R A Y E D  F O R  H I S
F O L L O W E R S  " T H A T  A L L
M A Y  B E  O N E " .  W H A T  I S
T H E  M E A N I N G  O F  T H I S
P R A Y E R  F O R  C H R I S T I A N
U N I T Y ?  ( F I R S T  S E R I E S ,
N O . 1  -  J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 5 )
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H O W  D O E S  C H R I S T I A N
U N I T Y  R E L A T E  T O  T H E
W O R K  O F  T H E  C H U R C H ?



SUPPORTING THE PRAIRIE CENTRE

FOR ECUMENISM

Tax receipts will be issued for donations over $20
by the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, charitable
B/N registration #1075 6633 RR 0001. Please feel
free to contact us at admin@pcecumenism.ca for
further information.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP

ONE TIME GIFT - May be made by cash, cheque
or credit card by calling the Prairie Centre office
at (306)653-1633 or online through Canada Helps

MONTHLY PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING - The
Prairie Centre's monthly donations are
administered by the United Church of Canada's
PAR Program 
 

MISSON AND VISION  

The Vision of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism is
the full visible unity of the Church – one body
with many members.

At the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, we seek to
call all Christian churches, regardless of
denomination, to the goal of visible reconciliation
and unity for the world's sake, expressed in one
faith and one eucharistic fellowship in Christ (cf.
Eph. 4)

STAFF AND BOARD OF THE PRAIRIE

CENTRE FOR ECUMENISM

Cathryn Wood - Program Coordinator

Board members - 
Mary Nordick - Board Chairperson - Catholic
Larry Mitchell - Anglican 
Michael Williams - Anglican
Brian Maitland - United
Martha Fergusson - Presbyterian
Roberto DeSandoli - Presbyterian
Murray Patzwald - Lutheran
Stewart Miller - Order of St Lazarus
 

 

CELEBRATING HARVEST
A Letter From Our Board Chairperson

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

What a wonderful time of year:  the beauty of God’s
creation colours our world as trees don vibrant fall
foliage.  Bright coloured autumn flowers adorn our
gardens including the last roses of summer.  Golden
wheat and other crops are being harvested and
vegetable gardens produce their bounteous gourds,
potatoes, parsnips, carrots.  We celebrate harvest.  But
while autumn is a time of harvest it is also a time for
seeding and planning future bounty.

The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism has experienced an
unusual year, not only because of the pandemic that
has changed our world.  Our fields have lain fallow as
we coped with changes to staff and funding. Some may
ask whether the Centre should continue to exist
comparing it to the barren fig tree in the Bible.  The
Board and staff of the Centre are committed to Christ’s
call that all may be one.  Like the gardener in Luke’s
passage we will hoe around and fertilize our fig tree
that it may bear fruit.  Yes, we have had a fallow year
but the purpose of lying fallow is to give time to renew
strength and again take up the task. Before the next
edition of Growing Together we hope to unveil our new
website designed to serve our ecumenical community
into the future.

In Prayer and Hope,
Mary Nordick
Chair of the Board of the Prairie Centre For Ecumenism
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CONTACT  US

PRA I R I E  CENTRE  FOR  ECUMEN I SM

News From the Pews

We would love hear from you! How and what are you
doing during this time of quarantine? Does your
church have any  events that you would like us to
share? Please email us at admin@pcecumenism.ca  
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