“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” Matthew 18.20

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 6, 2020

Romans 13:8-10

Laying Down the Law
As institutions age, their laws multiply. As countries grow older, the laws of nation, state, and city grow ever more
complex. It is hard to know them all. We hire lawyers to study laws for us.
The laws of the church are also complex. They are collected in the code of canon law, which is also hard to absorb. We
need church lawyers to help us out. New laws are written all the time. Old ones are adjusted. The code grows slowly
outdated as new legislation forms. Everyone wants to be a good citizen and a good Catholic, but it is hard sometimes
to know what the law is.
In Jesus’ day, the law was also complex. At times it appeared that laws conflicted, as when he healed on a Sabbath.
Laws of charity conflicted with laws governing sacred time.
When they asked Jesus for the greatest law, he simplified the complex structure of laws and reduced them to two:
Love God. Love your neighbor.
St. Paul told the Romans, “The one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” He made it very simple.
God is the ultimate judge over how we observe the laws of church and state. God made the rules as simple as possible.
When the laws of our institutions seem complex, we can always please God by following the most basic law of all:
love. ~written by Paul Turner www.rpinet.com
Alleluia. Alleluia. In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. Alleluia. 2Corinthians 5.19

Holy Spirit Parish

Spiritual Communion Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the altar. I love
You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my
soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into
my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You, Amen.”

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190

Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email or appointment
only.
Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca
Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a
time and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email:
Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

SaskatoonMass.com will be live streaming Masses within the Diocese of Saskatoon. Check this website out for
Sunday Mass times.
Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday September 6 will be at 12 pm

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful
•

For the Church: that we may be a community that
continues Christ’s mission of evangelizing and reconciling
those who are estranged, we pray to the Lord.

•

For reconciliation amongst nations: that God will guide
world leaders to speak the truth to one another and find ways
to resolve differences through dialogue, we pray to the Lord

Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

•

For all those who crops and animals provide food for their
communities and the world; may they be blessed with
favorable weather and a bountiful harvest, we pray to the
Lord.

Faith Formation
Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca

•

For all who are seeking employment: that God will guide
them to places where their gifts and talents may be fully
utilized, we pray to the Lord.

•

For all who struggle with emotional and mental illness: that
they may receive relief from their struggles and for those who
have experienced abuse, that God will heal their spirits, so
they are able to live life freely, we pray to the Lord.

•

For teachers, students and parents as the children return to
school this week, and for those parents who teach their
children at home this fall, may each of them be filled with the
excitement of learning and all remain safe in this pandemic,
we pray to the Lord.

•

For the gift of listening in each of us: that the Spirit will
open our minds and hearts to hear what others say and to be
attentive to the word of God spoken deep within our hearts,
we pray to the Lord.

•

For the sick; Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche
Kolojay, Bijoy Lookose, Loretta Clark, Patricia Wollbaum,
Jean Louis Mahy, Rose Rogers, Dominic Zyla, Theresa
Matiakis, Maureen Tynan, Concepcion Pangilinan, we pray to
the Lord.

•

For Duane Weiman and James McHugh on their
anniversaries of death, we pray to the Lord

•

For Vernon Altrogge and all who have died and for those
who mourn them, we pray to the Lord.

Pastoral Associates:
Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca
Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca
Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca
Finance Committee:
Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka
Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

Prayers and condolences to:
•

Lorna and Jim Plemel on the death of their mother Lorrna (Goldie) Carroll.
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in God’s peace.

MINISTRY OF CARE
“I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and
delivered me from all my fears.” Psalm 34
Although we are not currently working in the parish office or making home visits, Ministry of Care is still at work,
supporting you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and email. Please let us know if someone
needs our attention. If you need assistance, have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or
simply wish to be in touch with us to talk with someone, please:
Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care. Your call will be forwarded to us.
In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #.
email: Kelly Wormsbecker
Charlene Nijhawan

kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
cnijhawan@rcdos.ca

INFANT BAPTISM

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS

If you have had a child in the past
few months and would like him/
her to be baptized, or are
expecting a baby I would love to
hear from you! We were not
baptizing babies for a few months
but we are able to do so once
again. We are baptizing children one family at a time. If
this is not your first child and you have attended baptism
prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need
to take prep again. If this is your first child please call
and we can arrange for prep sessions and the
celebration. Please contact Sharon at 306-374-1425 or
email spowell@rcdos.ca.

Thinking
about
becoming
Catholic or just want to inquire
about the Catholic faith? Contact
Arch McKay, RCIA (Rite of
Christian

Initiation

of

Adults)

coordinator, call 306 373-0993 or
email amckay@rcdos.ca
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples
but also for couples considering engagement and
marriage. For information and to register for the next
session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or
email ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays

~Outside in the church parking lot

Sunday Mass

SEPTEMBER 12 - OCTOBER 4, 2020
The number of people that can attend Mass
has increased so you can sign up for as
many Sat./Sun. you want!

Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:

You must be prescheduled with Sign Up Genius
(click the link) or call the parish office (306-3741425) to be put in the schedule to attend.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass: September 6 @ 12:00 noon

Because 10 am Mass is a favourite for many people
please only select this Mass twice and pick alternate
times for your other weekends, thanks!

Act of Contrition (alternate form)
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you whom I should love above all
things.
I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever
leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his
name, my God, have mercy. Amen.

Adult Faith Enrichment There are six spaces that

have opened up for the Diocesan Adult Faith
Enrichment (AFE) program. We are starting year 2 of
the program on Sept. 12, 2020 at the Cathedral of the
Holy Family. Year 1 is NOT a prerequisite. The format
has changed this year and is no longer a live in program.
AFE will run once a month from September to June. All
government regulations regarding social distancing and
food service will be followed. AFE was previously
known as Lay Formation and some of you have already
participated. You are welcome to come back – there has
been new material added!

There is a fee of $750.00 for the ten month program and covers the following:
One full day in person 8:30 am – 6:30 pm here at the Cathedral
• Speakers on a variety of topics including Scripture, Catholic teachings and theology
9 short courses from the Augustine Institute
• Each course takes 3-4 hours to complete, includes videos, reading and reflection
• Upon completion of the nine courses, you will receive a certificate in Core Theology from the Augustine
Institute
2-3 webinars (presented by our regular Saskatoon speakers)
Breakfast, lunch and supper
To learn more about the AFE program, please check out this link:
https://rcdos.ca/our-faith/growing-in-your-catholic-faith/faith-enrichment-programs/adult-faith-enrichment/
For more information, please call me or call Jenny Petersen, AFE Coordinator 306- 659-5846 to register.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905

President - Andrea Gelleta
Phone: 306 249-4076

James Nestman (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH ADORATION RESUMES
Beginning September 9th we will have weekly Adoration:
•

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 pm (sponsored by HS - K of C)

•

Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon

The CWL will be hosting a food bank drive for Guadalupe House on

Saturday Sept 19th, 1-4pm in the church parking lot. During these difficult times
Guadalupe House has not been able to accept donations, so their cupboards are
empty. As we approach Thanksgiving there will be a real need for donations. We
appreciate any donations to help them out. We will have a contactless drop off point
in the parking lot to ensure safe transfer of goods. You may also drop off food
donations at the church when you are attending Mass. Thank you for your support!
At this time we will also be collecting donations of yarn for our Prayer Shawl
Ministry. If you have an excess of yarn laying around, please feel free to drop it off for us too.

Transitions
If you’ve been divorced or are separated and you are feeling disheartened and
abandoned. Know that you are not alone and there is help. The Diocese of
Saskatoon offers a peer ministry program called Transitions twice a
year. Facilitated by those who have already experienced what you are going
through and have found some healing. The evenings consist of learning about,
reflecting on and discussing issues you are experiencing as you journey
through this healing process. The sessions are held Wednesday evenings for
11 weeks at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road. We will
meet physically distanced so we are only able to take 7 – 8 participants. For
more information or to register, contact Sharon at (306) 374-1425 or by email:
spowell@rcdos.ca.

Bring the whole family to Serena Saskatchewan’s eighth annual Run for the
Family. Choose to run or walk 1km, 3km, or 5km. Choose between 1) LIVE: Saturday,
September 12th, 2020, at Meewasin Park North in Saskatoon; strollers welcome; course will be
open from 9-11am; choose your start time or 2) REMOTE: Thursday, Sept.10- Sunday Sept.13;
trail and time of your choice. Register at www.runningroom.com by Wednesday, September 9.
.
Receive registration goodie bags, post-race treats, and medals for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place in each event.
Pledges can be collected in support of SERENA; prizes awarded (20% of collection). If you
cannot attend, please consider making a donation to Serena Saskatchewan. For more info,
contact sask@serena.ca or text 306-291-3288.

In the past, the phrase back to school had always been associated

with a time of excitement, new beginnings, and new
opportunities. Parents usually found themselves wandering the
aisles of stores looking at sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and
crisp blank pages of notebooks, just waiting to be filled. Students
enjoyed picking out new backpacks, running shoes, and sporting the
latest trends, not to mention the anticipation of being re-united with
their friends after a summer that never seemed quite long enough.
This year, however, has a whole new set of challenges. While many of our students had great expectations of a new
school year, it would be normal for them to experience fleeting moments of anxiousness. In light of COVID 19,
anxiety has now skyrocketed because of the fear of the unknown. It is important, now more than ever, to keep our
students and their families in our prayers as classes resume and they face their “new normal.”

Dear God, with a new school year upon us, we pray for our…
Students, that You would ease their anxiety about going back to school amidst the pandemic. We pray for safety for

those returning to in-person classes, and for the needed technology, self-discipline, and adult oversight for those
learning online. Please ensure that every child has enough to eat, a supportive network of friends and family, and the
perseverance to face every challenge with Your strength.

Parents and Caregivers, that You would grant them wisdom about which schooling option to choose. We pray
for your provision physically, spiritually, emotionally, and financially. We pray for a support system that they can turn
to when the challenges of life are overwhelming. We pray for churches and believers to surround local families with
more prayer and support this year than ever before.

Amen.
Celena Komarnicki
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Sunday August 27 - Sept. 2: Envelopes and Other: $2,965.00

Preauthorized: $5,461.67 Loose: $160.30

Average weekly income from regular collections: $11,551
Average weekly income from all sources: $15,747
Our church still needs to be maintained during the pandemic and no donation is too small. If you are able to give,
please choose one of the methods below. If you have any questions please call the office 306-374-1425. Thank you!
Please note: Unfortunately we can not accept foreign currency of any kind (coins included).

Alternate ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with
any special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7

We need volunteers!
In order to increase our numbers we will need more Ushers/Clean up and Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion (Eucharistic Ministry). If you are attending Mass and are already part of the Hospitality or
Eucharistic ministries we need you! If you’re not please consider volunteering for one of these ministries.
Here’s how:
•

call the parish office 306-374-1425
(please leave a voice message!) or
• email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Online Resources

Click the image or this link for a traditional Rosary
https://therosary.online/

Click this image for a quick
straight forward ‘let’s do this’
Rosary in 15 minutes! Amen!

Catholic Online has so much information for parents,
grandparents, caregivers, teachers etc. Find out about
Saints, Angels, Feast Days, the Rosary and the Bible is
all here!
Click on the image and be
prepared to be amazed!

For all current and relevant
information in our diocese check out
the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Saskatoon’s website! Rcdos.ca

This Rosary with Dana and Fr.
Kevin Scallon C.M. is great if you
want a bit of meditation before
each decade and music. Click the
image to hear it on Spotify or click
this link to listen and see images on
You Tube: Rosary with Dana and
Fr. Kevin Scallon

Some good reads and family
activities Catholicmom.com
Something for everyone even dad!

Going Away?
go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle – Everyone is welcome to
a Diocesan Cenacle of Prayer, which consists of adoration, the
rosary, benediction, hymns and various prayers, 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 9 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina Cr.,
Saskatoon. For more info, please contact Edna at: (306) 382-1680.

The 2020-21 school year begins Sept. 8 - Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools (GSCS) has developed a plan to help ensure the
health and safety of students and staff when school begins on
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. The GSCS Return-to-School Plan includes:
• public health measures;
• changes to physical learning environments;
• limiting physical interactions between student groups;
• a focus on personal hygiene to protect self and others;
• the use of personal protective equipment such as masks;
• supports for students.
Online education options are available. Register at your local
Catholic school. The complete plan can be found on the GSCS
website at: https://www.gscs.ca/News/.

Live or Remote: the 8th Annual Serena Saskatchewan “Run
for the Family” - Bring the whole family to Serena Saskatchewan’s
eighth annual Run for the Family. Choose to run or walk 1km, 3km,
or 5km. LIVE: Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, at Meewasin Park North
in Saskatoon; strollers welcome; course will be open from 9-11am;
choose your start time. REMOTE: Thursday, Sept. 10 to Sunday,
Sept.13 - trail and time of your choice. Register for events online
at www.events.runningroom.com/site/17097 by Sept. 9. (A
family rate is available.) Participants receive registration “goodie
bags,” as well as medals for top finishers in each event. Pledges
can be collected in support of SERENA; with fund-raising prizes
awarded. If you cannot attend, consider making a donation to Serena
Saskatchewan in support of Natural Family Planning outreach to
couples. Contact sask@serena.ca or text (306) 291-3288.
From Mourning to Dawn is the diocesan grief support group for
widows and widowers. Program facilitators (who have experienced
the death of a marriage partner) engage with participants on an
eight-week journey of transformation and healing, offering support
and encouragement for bereaved spouses. Open to participants
who have been widows/widowers between two months and two
years, the program will be offered as either an afternoon session
or an evening session, held every Tuesday at the Catholic Pastoral
Centre, on the second floor of the Cathedral of the Holy Family,
123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, beginning Tuesday, Sept. 15 and
ending Nov. 3, 2020. Sessions will abide by COVID-19 restrictions.
Cost of this program is $35. To register or for more information,
contact Dianna Knaus at dknaus@sasktel.net or (306) 382-0535.

Indigenous Pastoral &
Lay Leader Ministry Education

(Icon of the Sacred Heart 2017 in
collaboration with Romeo Crow Chief of
Siksika Nation, written by Andre J. Prevost)

Jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Saskatoon, St. Thomas More College, and Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools, the Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader
Ministry Education is a continuing education program for
Catholic Indigenous and non-Indigenous clergy and lay
ministers, led by teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous
instructors, modelling respectful and reconciling relationships.

Why take the program?

•To participate in a concerted effort to answer the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission's Call to Action.
•To learn about the history of the interaction between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Peoples including the impact of Roman
Catholic missionaries on Indigenous communities.
•To discuss areas of culture convergence/divergence.
•To further Catholic social and moral teachings.
•To support the building of right relationship between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Catholics in Western Canada.
Who should take this program?
Clergy / Lay ecclesial ministers / Catechists /
Catholic school teachers / Youth / Family ministry leaders
Schedule and Registration:
Course 1 (Introduction to First Nations Studies) will be held
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on nine Tuesday afternoons,
from Sept. 22 to Nov. 17, 2020, offered online via Zoom.
Future courses also offered online include: Course 2
(Indigenous-Settler Relationship) Jan. 11 to March 12, 2021;
Course 3 (Contemporary Effects of Colonization) March 29 to
May 28, 2021; and Course 4 (Reconciliation: the Church and
Indigenous Peoples) Sept. 20 to Nov. 19, 2021.
COST: $200 for each course.
Register for Course 1 online (Sept. 18 deadline):
https://rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education
or contact programs@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5831

Message Board

Public celebrations are gradually returning in our diocese as
restrictions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus are
eased. Check with your local parish for details, as arrangements
and protocols for attending Mass will vary, depending on the local
situation. Numbers are limited by health care directives. Bishop
Mark Hagemoen’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass
remains in place. Updates and resources related to COVID-19 are
on the diocesan website: https://rcdos.ca/Covid-19-updates.
Live-streaming of Mass by a number of priests in the diocese of
Saskatoon are posted online at https://saskatoonmass.com.
Parish support during difficult COVID-19 times: Online giving
is available at https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory for those who have
not yet returned to Mass but wish to continue to support their
parish. You are also able to direct support to a particular diocesan
ministry at https://dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support

CWL National Convention August 2024: Saskatoon will host
the National Catholic Women's League Convention in August 2024,
and the planning committee is seeking volunteers to be part of
planning this event. There are a wide variety of sub-committees,
such as liturgy planning, fundraising, registration, tourism,
decorating, etc. If you are interested in joining the planning team,
Contact saskatoonconvention2024@gmail.com or (306) 220-9520.

The Msgr. Michael Koch Resource Library is once again open,
Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m to noon and 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the
Catholic Pastoral Centre, second floor of the Cathedral of the Holy
Family, 123 Nelson Road (Attridge Drive and Forestry Farm Park
Drive), Saskatoon. Drop by and see the wide variety of material
available to borrow. If you have material out, please return it either
directly to the Resource Centre, or to the drop-box at the base of
the stairs in the Cathedral of the Holy Family, by Sept. 30, 2020.
Please call Lois at (306) 659-5837 or e-mail lmckay@rcdos.ca for
further information or assistance.

Update your contact information with the Diocese of
Saskatoon Catholic Foundation: Have you moved lately?
Changed your marital status? Changed your name? Attending a
new parish? Update your personal information on a secure and
confidential area of the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation
website to ensure you receive receipts for your charitable
donations https://dscf.ca/update-your-contact-info

Sanctum is a hospice and transitional care home in Saskatoon
that provides around-the-clock transitional care for HIV positive
persons who have social and high-risk behaviors and conditions,
including homelessness, that prevent them from properly caring for
themselves. Sanctum 1.5 is an HIV pre-natal care home that
supports high risk, HIV-positive pregnant women. The goal is to
prevent the transmission of HIV to the unborn baby throughout
pregnancy and at birth and to provide support in planning for the
unborn baby though an integrated model of care. Since opening
Sanctum 1.5 on Oct 2, 2018: 37 mothers have received care, with
six mothers currently in the Sanctum 1.5 program; 21 children are
with their mothers in the community; nine children are with their
kin; 24 additional children of mothers who have graduated the
program have been returned to their mother's care. Since this
year’s “Sanctum Survivor” major fund-raising event was cancelled
because of COVID-19, extra support is needed to continue these
much-needed services. For more information about how to help
please see: https://sanctumcaregroup.com

2

Grow Hope Saskatchewan

Please pray for the safety of farmers and for a

bountiful harvest! There is still time to participate
in Grow Hope Saskatchewan 2020 by sponsoring

acreage to feed hungry people around the globe.
Visit Grow Hope on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/GrowHopeSK/
or to learn more or to donate online please go to:
www.growhopesk.ca

Cheques to “Grow Hope Saskatchewan” can also be mailed
to the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation (“Attention:
Grow Hope 2020”), 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1.

For more information contact Myron at: mrogal@rcdos.ca
Faith in Action: Civic Engagement for Climate Justice — Are
you ready to take action on the twin crises of climate change and
COVID-19? Join Earthkeepers for an online panel discussion 7 pm
(SK time), Wednesday, Sept. 9 with Christine Boyle (Vancouver
City Councillor) and Karri Munn-Venn (Senior Policy Analyst for
Citizens for Public Justice) exploring why followers of Christ should
pursue civic action for justice and how to best advocate for change
in our churches and local communities. See: www.cpj.ca/events

Impact of the Amazon Synod - Save the date! Friday Oct 23,
2020 marks the one-year anniversary of the Amazon Synod. The
first of a three part online series will take place at 6:30 pm Oct. 23,
to look at its impact. Featured keynote speakers will be Archbishop
Donald Bolen and Harry Lafond. Registration and further details to
be announced. For more information contact Myron Rogal at
mrogal@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5841.
Catholic Saskatoon News: Find news articles, reflections and
updates on the Diocese of Saskatoon online news page at
https://news.rcdos.ca — you can subscribe on the site to
receive weekly headline updates via e-mail.

Diocesan Prayer - We pray for all those beginning school,

university, and new programs in these challenging days of COVID19, and for all teachers, instructors, professors, and catechists. We
pray especially for those journeying through the Adult Faith
Enrichment program, which resumes in our diocese Sept. 12.

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: kyaw or s k i@r cd o s . ca

Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Sep 06, 2020
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Strive for rugged interdependence
Individualism—rugged or otherwise—has it perks. But what’s
more rugged and infinitely more fruitful is the spirit of communal
interdependence. Jesus tells us not merely that there’s safety in
numbers, but that Christianity itself is in the balance. A loner
Christian simply can’t be found. Even a hermit lives in
communion with the greater church. Our gathering hymn at the
start of each Mass tells us why we come together, whether in
person or online: because Jesus is present in the love that passes
between us. Practice your Christianity in all of your daily
contacts.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Romans

13:8-10; Matthew 18:1520 (127). “For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Monday, Sep 07, 2020
Stand for work
This year’s Labor Day is a difficult one for our country, with so
many workers unemployed, underemployed, or employed in
high-risk settings as a result of the pandemic. In these tough
times, let’s remember the church’s teachings on the dignity of
work and workers. The U.S. bishops have stated, “All people
have the right to economic initiative, to productive work, to just
wages and benefits, to decent working conditions, as well as to
organize and join unions or other associations.” Stand up for
workers’ rights today and every day.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

5:1-8; Luke 6:6-11 (437). “Is it
lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life
rather than to destroy it?”

Tuesday, Sep 08, 2020
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Find hope in Mary
One of the most beautiful prayers of the Catholic Church, “The
Litany of Loreto” dates back to the 1500s and uses poetic
language to proclaim the many titles and symbols of Mary. One
of those symbols—Mary as Morning Star—describes Our Lady’s
relationship to Jesus and her role in salvation history. Just as
Earth’s morning star, Venus, emits the day’s first light ahead of
the dawning of the sun, so too does the birth of Mary provide a
glimmer of hope ahead of the birth of her son. Turn to Mary
today with anything you might feel hopeless about.
TODAY'S READINGS: Micah

5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 1:116, 18-23 (636). “Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.”

Wednesday, Sep 09, 2020
MEMORIAL OF PETER CLAVER, PRIEST

Care about body and soul
Saint Peter Claver (1581-1654) was a Spanish Jesuit missionary
to the Americas who preached the Good News by first caring for
the physical needs of the people. When slave ships docked in the
port city of Cartagena, Colombia, Claver came with food and
medicines to care for the African people who survived the
journey, because he believed that, “We must speak to them with
our hands before we speak to them with our lips.” In four
decades in Colombia, he baptized more than 300,000 people,
proof perhaps that compassion borne of faith is the best means of

evangelization. May compassion for everyone be the means of
our own sainthood.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

7:25-31; Luke 6:20-26 (439).
“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude and
insult you.”

Thursday, Sep 10, 2020
Bible banter
While we may quote the Bible now and then, Catholics in general
are less likely to quote scripture than many Protestants, not
because we don’t value scripture but because Catholics rely on
tradition and teaching alongside scripture. Individual Bible quotes
tend to be emphasized less. Most believers will spend a lifetime
coming to understand and embrace their faith deeply. Next time
you read the Bible, see it as one more step on the journey to God.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

8:1b-7, 11-13; Luke 6:27-38 (440).
“Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to
you.”

Friday, Sep 11, 2020
What would Jesus do?
Religion has too often been weaponized. Criticism and even
attacks on others are justified in the name of “God.” Many a
“holy” war has been fought with little understanding of a God
who can be expressed as compassion, mercy, and love in many
and varied ways across religious traditions. As Christians, we are
called to measure our words and actions by the gospel of Jesus
the Christ. This standard should guide our choices, whether
confronting injustice, voting for political leadership, or
encountering a stranger. As we pause to remember the victims of
9/11 and other terrorist acts today, let’s pledge to resist all efforts
to weaponize religion. How can love incarnate your entire being?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

9:16-19, 22b-27; Luke 6:39-42
(441). “Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do
not perceive the wooden beam in your own?”

Saturday, Sep 12, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF MARY

Your litany of personal saints
Tony in West Side Story wasn’t the first to sing the name of his
beloved, and the word “Maria” barely contains his wonder. One
of the first words heard by newborns is their name, reverently
whispered by parents. What name best will fit this little person?
Throughout scripture, names carry significance: from John the
Baptist to Cephas/Peter to Jesus at the burial site calling Mary
Magdalene after his Resurrection. So is it any surprise that those
who revere the Virgin Mary have cherished her name for
centuries? Take a moment to create a list of names, your personal
litany of people who have nourished or inspired you. Then pray it
in thanksgiving for them.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

10:14-22; Luke 6:43-49 (442). “No
good tree bears bad fruit . . . for each tree is known by its own
fruit.”
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Sunday, Sep 13, 2020
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Share the wealth
Jesus tells the parable of the servant forgiven his large debt who
then refuses to forgive a small debt owed him. How could we not
forgive others, when God has forgiven us so much? Someone
always raises the objection that you can’t let someone who
kicked you once have another go at it. But that is not what Jesus
is asking us to do. He’s not asking us to be fools. He’s reminding
us we’re all deep in the red with a debt we can’t possibly repay.
Be grateful we don’t have to.
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach

27:30—28:7; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew
18:21-35 (130). “‘Should you not have had pity on your fellow
servant, as I had pity on you?’”

Monday, Sep 14, 2020
FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Cross purposes
It might seem strange to non-believers that the instrument of our
savior’s torture and execution is the symbol of our faith. But
believers know that the cross represents Christ’s defeat of death;
the symbol is one of triumph. The entrance antiphon for the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is: "We should glory in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and
our resurrection: through him we are saved and made free.”
Reflect on how the crosses you’ve borne in your own life have
also led to freedom.
TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers

21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:1317 (638). “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life.”

Tuesday, Sep 15, 2020
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS

Pray for us, Mother of God
Yesterday was the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
Today, in connection, we remember Mary as Our Lady of
Sorrows. Many saints and poets have tried to convey the weight
of Mary’s pain. But it’s Romanos the Melodist who, in the 500s,
wrote the “Hymn of Mary at the Cross.” In it, Jesus reveals to his
mother the redemptive power of his suffering—plus, her role as
our intercessor. He says: “Run, Mother, announce to all that ‘By
suffering he strikes the one who hates Adam, and as victor he is
coming.’” How can Our Mother pray for you today?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

12:12-14, 27-31a (444); John
19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 (639). “Behold, your mother.”

Wednesday, Sep 16, 2020
MEMORIAL OF CORNELIUS, POPE, AND CYPRIAN, BISHOP, MARTYRS

Let compassion prevail
The third century was a terrible time of persecution for
Christians, some of whom had either to deny their faith or face
death. Some rather understandably denied the faith in order to
survive, but when persecutions lifted, asked to return. Their desire
for reconciliation caused an uproar. Pope Cornelius faced strong
challenges because he believed they should be allowed to return
after a period of penance. His friend and brother bishop, the
learned Cyprian, sided with him in this decision. Their
compassionate response prevailed. Both men ended up giving
their lives for the faith as Cornelius died in exile in 253 and

Cyprian was martyred under the Emperor Valerian in 258.
Follow the lead of these two early Christians and let compassion
have the last word.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

12:31—13:13; Luke 7:31-35 (445).
“Love does not brood over injury.”

Thursday, Sep 17, 2020
MEMORIAL OF ROBERT BELLARMINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Live in peace to rest in peace
Today is the Memorial of Saint Robert Bellarmine, a Jesuit
theologian and doctor of the church. His scholarly work inserted
him into a number of the controversies of his day (late 1500s to
early 1600s). One of his many works still in publication is The Art
of Dying Well, whose advice starts with the concept that dying
well (in peace, connected to God) depends on living well. Take a
cue from this brilliant saint and contemplate whether you need to
make changes to be living well by Christian standards. It’s never
too late to get right with God.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

15:1-11; Luke 7:36-50 (446). “But
he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’”

Friday, Sep 18, 2020
Holy honey!
We don’t often think about snacks in the Bible, but surprisingly
they’re there! While there were likely no cake pops or ice cream
in the kitchens of our matriarchs and patriarchs in faith, they still
had a sweet tooth—especially for honey! Do an online search of
the Bible and read through more than 60 references to honey.
Honey has become a symbol of God who can satisfy us with a
most pure, joyful sweetness. The Jewish celebration of Rosh
Hashana recalls the significance of honey, especially
remembering how God cared for the Israelites in the desert by
feeding them manna, which tasted like “wafers made with
honey.” On this first day of Rosh Hashana, let us, with our
Jewish friends, wish one another a good, sweet year ahead,
trusting in the providence of God.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

15:12-20; Luke 8:1-3 (447).
“Accompanying Jesus were the Twelve and some women . . . and
many others who provided for them out of their resources.”

Saturday, Sep 19, 2020
MEMORIAL OF JANUARIUS, BISHOP, MARTYR

Relate to the world’s suffering
Reading the gruesome details of tortures like that of fourthcentury Januarius, martyred by Emperor Diocletian in 305, may
make their suffering seem far removed from our daily experience.
But it’s not a huge leap to consider more ordinary sufferings
today: of the unemployed, the victims of racial hatred, trafficking,
disease, or addiction. In the doctrine of the Mystical Body, all
suffering is given meaning by Christ’s. His Passion means that no
one agonizes in vain, that all is redeemed. Consider a gift of
financial support to an organization like Catholic Charities, which
helps alleviate the suffering of the refugee, the hungry, the
trafficked person.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

15:35-37, 42-49; Luke 8:4-15
(448). “Some fell into good soil and . . . produced a hundredfold.”
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Sunday, Sep 20, 2020
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Grow your faith
Who gave you your first God lessons? On this Catechetical
Sunday, we thank family members, preachers, teachers, RCIA
teams, and others who brought the Good News to us. We’re also
grateful for holy ones, like Venerable Mother Theresa Dudzik,
who taught by their example. A remarkable seamstress, Dudzik
arrived in Chicago at age 21 after the Great Fire of 1871. She
took the destitute into her apartment and sewed to earn money to
feed them. In time she founded the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
to run homes, schools, day-care centers, and an orphanage. What
will your own example teach others?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah

55:6-9; Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a; Matthew
20:1-16a (133). “Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him
while he is near.”

Monday, Sep 21, 2020
FEAST OF MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

Rise up
Nobody likes paying taxes or has warm, fuzzy feelings about the
IRS, but it seems tax collectors in Jesus’ time had it especially
rough—being lumped in with all manner of sinners. That is
because tax collectors were Jews who worked for the Romans,
the enemy occupiers of Jewish lands, so they were viewed as
traitors by their people. Jesus sought them out for salvation
anyway and led Matthew to a new position: apostle and
evangelist. What does it take to get a promotion like that? Merely
“get up and follow Jesus,” as Matthew did.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians

4:1-7, 11-13; Matthew 9:9-13 (643). “I
did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

Tuesday, Sep 22, 2020
Trade stressed for blessed
Back-to-school September is such a stressful time for families.
Add the reality of COVID-19—with parents trying to work from
home, kids’ schedules often up in the air—and it gets all the
messier. Even if you don’t have children at home, you probably
know people who do and are stressing. How can we all find
balance? Honor the sabbath in whatever way you are able, by
hitting the pause button—even for a few hours. “Human life has a
rhythm of work and rest,” says the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. “The institution of the Lord’s Day helps everyone enjoy
adequate rest and leisure to cultivate their familial, cultural, social,
and religious lives.” Plan ahead for this coming Sunday.
TODAY'S READINGS: Proverbs

21:1-6, 10-13; Luke 8:19-21 (450). “To
do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD.”

Wednesday, Sep 23, 2020
MEMORIAL OF PIUS OF PIETRELCINA, PRIEST

Listen from the heart
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) is better known by his
nickname, Padre Pio. He is said to have borne the stigmata, the
wounds of our Lord, for more than 50 years. To be sure, he was
a man of prayer and suffering, a Capuchin Franciscan priest who
lived in a small Italian friary nearly all of his life. However, the
principal reason for his local fame was his ability to listen to those
who came seeking his counsel, to “read their hearts” and to offer
them the love of God in the sacraments. His frequent message to

penitents, “Pray, hope, and don’t worry,” is a message for us to
treasure and savor today.
TODAY'S READINGS: Proverbs

30:5-9; Luke 9:1-6 (451). “He sent
them to proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Thursday, Sep 24, 2020
Find the balance between law and freedom
Today’s gospel notes King Herod’s interest in Jesus, whom
Herod likely saw as a threat. The tension between political power
and the moral and religious power of Christianity has been part of
the faith since its beginning. In Dignitatis Humane, the Vatican II
document on religious liberty, the Council “urges everyone,
especially those who are charged with the task of educating
others, to do their utmost to form people who, on the one hand,
will respect the moral order and be obedient to lawful authority,
and on the other hand, will be lovers of true freedom.” Sounds
like a recipe for peace and progress.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ecclesiastes

1:2-11; Luke 9:7-9 (452). “But
Herod said, ‘John I beheaded. Who then is this about whom I hear
such things?’ ”

Friday, Sep 25, 2020
Keep the faith!
The coronavirus has taken quite a toll on Catholic parish and
sacramental life. Nearly every bishop responding to a recent
survey said the pandemic has seriously affected the celebration of
the sacraments and rites and sacramental preparation programs in
their dioceses. In addition, they report that the morale of priests,
lay ecclesial ministers, deacons, and chancery staff has been
damaged by the long shutdown, according to a survey out of
Georgetown University. People are hurting at all levels of church
life because the very thing we thrive on—gathering together—has
become problematic and potentially life-threatening. Be patient
and work with your local faith community to find safe and
creative pastoral responses. And keep faith alive in your own
home and heart!
TODAY'S READINGS: Ecclesiastes

3:1-11; Luke 9:18-22 (453). “There
is . . . a time for everything under the heavens . . . a time to
embrace, and a time to be far from embraces.”

Saturday, Sep 26, 2020
MEMORIAL OF COSMAS AND DAMIAN, MARTYRS

Saints for this season
Today’s brother physicians are patron saints to a long list of
healthcare workers, and also against plagues. A brief year ago,
biblical references to plagues and epidemics seemed quaint and
far removed. Our eyes have been opened to the enduring force of
such outbreaks, however, and Cosmas and Damian truly become
saints for our time. Perhaps even more so when we learn they
were Arab physicians from the area now called Syria. Healing
role models come from all backgrounds. Thank the frontline
healthcare workers in your own town. They are likely from
diverse backgrounds as well.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ecclesiastes

11:9-12:8; Luke 9:43b-45 (454).
“Fill us at daybreak with your kindness.”
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©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted
with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
September 6, 2020

Correcting Lovingly

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

It is vital that the Church
today go out to proclaim the
Gospel to all, in all places, on
all occasions, without delay,
reluctance, or fear. We do so
in obedience to the Lord’s
missionary mandate, certain
of his presence among us
until the end of the world.

T

oday’s readings are about fraternal
correction. We are responsible for
our brother’s good, and God expects us
to help him. This means being a good
example and holding him or her to a
gospel standard. If that means a hard
dose of the truth, so be it, as long as that
truth is given in love.
Ezekiel was a prophet who knew
how to preach ﬁre and brimstone,
but he could also be tender and
compassionate. He prophesied both
about the destruction of Israel and
how Yahweh would turn their hearts of
stone into ﬂesh. In Michelangelo’s fresco
The Prophet Ezekiel on the ceiling of
the Sistine Chapel, the strength of this

Sunday Readings
Ezekiel 33:7–9

I have appointed you as a sentinel
for the house of Israel.

Romans 13:8–10
The commandments…are summed
up in this saying, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”

Matthew 18:15–20
[Jesus said,] “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”

rugged prophet is evident. That Ezekiel
is turned to listen to a cherub says a lot
about his humility as well.
God told Ezekiel that if he didn’t
preach to the wicked, God would
hold him responsible for their deaths.
However, if he did preach and the wicked
still didn’t heed him, Ezekiel would be
safe. The moral is, when God asks us to
preach, take it seriously!
Jesus tells us if our brother sins
against us, we should confront him in
the presence of two witnesses. He even
encourages us to bring the Church in as
judge if a dispute between believers isn’t
resolved. However, this should always be
done with love.
As humble Christians, we should
accept corrections when they are done
correctly. No one likes to be told he or
she is wrong, but if we are we should
rejoice in the truth, even if it hurts.
And we should thank those who love us
enough to correct us. +

As humble Christians,
we should accept
corrections when they are
done correctly.
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Address to United Bible Societies,
October 5, 2017

•

Do I ﬁnd the idea of charitable correction uncomfortable? Why or why not?

•

How willing am I to receive
correction from my peers? My
spouse? My child? My boss?

Seeing the Faces of God
By Kathleen M. Basi

E

very so often when I read a Gospel
story, I stop and say, “Huh?”
It seems like some crucial piece of
information is missing.
I get one of those inklings when I
read the story of the disciples walking
with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. It’s
difficult to believe they didn’t recognize
him. I mean, come on. These guys knew
him; they hung out with him; they got
the bonus explanations that the regular
crowds didn’t. How could they not
recognize him? The only thing I can
figure is that maybe, just maybe, Jesus
wasn’t wearing the face they knew.
A few years ago, there was a TV
show about a teenage girl who kept
meeting random strangers who turned
out to be God in disguise. There was no
rhyme or reason to God’s appearance.
He might be a janitor, a rich woman, a
pizza-delivery guy, or a mime. Once or
twice the main character assumed she
was talking to God when she wasn’t. The
unpredictability of these appearances
taught her to approach every person
and situation as if God were present—
because he was.
This principle may seem so obvious
that it appears ridiculous. However, it’s
hard to keep in mind in real life. Most of
us want to do God’s will, if we could just
figure out what it is. The world’s problems

WEEKDAY
READINGS
September 7–12

there used to be a tent community.
Every person we encounter has a
story to tell and a broken place within
that needs healing. Consider the man
smoking at the next gas pump, the
woman driving like a maniac in a school
zone, the rude cashier at the big-box
store, the girl showing too much skin at
the pool. The people we often regard as
irritants and obstacles are actually facets
of God’s face.
If we took time to simply be aware—
to look these people in the eye and
recognize God’s presence in them—we
will likely find that the “least ones” are
a lot nearer and easier to reach than we
ever expected. +
seem so big—far bigger than we can
handle. Most often, we focus on issues,
ideas, and philosophies. But issues, ideas,
and philosophies are only important
because of how they impact people.
All too often, I find myself wandering
through life on autopilot, completely
unaware of God’s presence in those
around me. Middle-class life seems far
removed from the “least ones” (Matthew
25:45). We think we don’t cross paths
with them, but maybe we do. Recently
I learned that the hotel near my house
shelters people in crisis. And in the
shadow of a viaduct near my old house,

Monday, Weekday:
1 Cor 5:1–8 / Lk 6:6–11

Tuesday, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary: Mi 5:1–4a or Rom 8:28–30 /
Mt 1:1–16, 18–23 or 1:18–23
Wednesday, St. Peter Claver:
1 Cor 7:25–31 / Lk 6:20–26

September 6, 2020

Lord, I am grateful for
your gifts of love, mercy,
and forgiveness. Help me
to share these gifts with
those who have hurt me.
From Grateful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage and
Mary Ann McSweeny

Thursday, Weekday:
1 Cor 8:1b–7, 11–13 / Lk 6:27–38

Friday, Weekday:
1 Cor 9:16–19, 22b–27 / Lk 6:39–42
Saturday, Weekday:
1 Cor 10:14–22 / Lk 6:43–49
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
September 13, 2020

Right Judgment

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The increase in the rates of
suicide in your cities, as well
as bullying and various kinds
of neediness, are creating
new forms of alienation….
I ask you to pay special
attention to [the young] and
their needs. Try to create
spaces…of generous and
selfless love…to everyone,
and not only to those who
have “made it.”

O

ften when we think of a judge, we
think of severity or cold justice.
Courtroom and criminal-justice
dramas—even some news coverage
of major crimes and scandals—love
depicting the offender as receiving his
or her just rewards, with the judge or
prosecutor smugly reﬂecting or sighing
in relief.
But in the scriptural sense, a judge
is much more. A good judge is an
educator, teacher, and parent. Good
judges promote wise living and respect
for authority and the law. Their tools are
sometimes mercy, sometimes penance,
but always prompted by love.

Sunday Readings
Sirach 27:30—28:7

Remember the covenant of the
Most High, and overlook faults.

A better image to understand the
judge’s role is a parent educating his or
her child. Sometimes education means
letting something slide; sometimes it
means holding the child accountable.
Both can be expressions of love.
Today’s readings caution us against
selﬁsh passions that prompt us to judge.
One who has been forgiven much but is
then harsh with others will be severely
punished—or as Sirach puts it, God
“remembers their sins in detail.”
Mercy toward others is key to the
Gospel message. Some think they are
good Christians because they don’t steal
and haven’t killed anyone. They may even
be active in their parish but are highly
critical of others.
Remember, as Jesus said: “The
measure with which you measure will
be measured out to you” (Matthew
7:2). And, “So will my heavenly Father
do to you, unless each of you forgives
his brother from his heart” (Matthew
18:35). +

Meeting with bishops, Tokyo,
November 23, 2019

Romans 14:7–9
Whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s.

Matthew 18:21–35
Jesus answered, “I say to you,
not seven times but seventy-seven
times.”

Good judges promote
wise living and respect for
authority and the law.
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•

How forgiving, patient, and
kind am I on a regular basis?

•

How forgiving, patient, and
kind would others say I am?

Meaningless Ritual? Never!
By Johan van Parys

M

y liturgy professor once shocked
me out of my post-lunch comatose
state one afternoon by saying, “If the
Eucharist does not cause you to want to
make a difference in the world, then you
are doing nothing more than making
meaningless, ritual turns around an
altar.” What could he possibly mean?
Surely the Eucharist is more than just
ritual turns, even if it doesn’t cause me
to want to change the world.
Since that day, I have been affirmed in
my thinking that the celebration of the
Eucharist is never a meaningless ritual.
The liturgy is always transformative,
regardless of anyone’s state of mind or
ensuing actions. Although we may not
notice this in the short term, we can be
assured of the efficacy of the liturgy in
the long term. Just as water carves out
even the hardest rock, liturgy molds us
all into the image of Christ—even those
with the hardest of hearts.
Though the connection between
celebrating the Eucharist and working for
the betterment of the world is apparent
each time we celebrate the Eucharist, it’s
made especially clear during the Mass
of our Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
On that day, we celebrate the Eucharist
(Luke 22:15–20) and we wash feet
(John 13:4–17) just as Jesus asked of us
during the Last Supper. It’s important
to remember to embody these acts we
perform so solemnly on Holy Thursday
during every day of our life. Christ

WEEKDAY
READINGS
September 14–19

September 13, 2020

mandates us to pray for the needs of the
world and, at the same time, work toward
a better world. These two Christian
characteristics of prayer and action are
not mutually exclusive—prayer without
action is hollow, while action without
prayer is arrogance.
This all became clear to me one
particular Holy Thursday many years
ago. As our priest finished the washing
of feet, I noticed a man entering the
building and walking briskly toward the
front of the church. He walked right into
the sanctuary and sat down. Without
hesitation, our priest walked over to
the man and the two engaged in a brief
conversation. He then motioned to the

servers, who brought a pitcher and bowl.
The man took off his shoes, revealing his
unwashed feet. Our priest knelt down
and slowly washed the man’s feet. When
finished, they both got up and hugged.
The man walked out, never to be seen
again. As we processed the Blessed
Sacrament to the altar of repose later that
evening, I couldn’t help but think that it
was Jesus who walked in and sat down to
have his feet washed right in our midst.
By the way, my former professor
denies making the statement at the
top of this column. He agrees that the
celebration of the Eucharist is never a
series of empty turns around an altar but
always efficacious and constantly invites
us to be Christ to the world. While some
people know that and act upon it rather
easily, others need a professor’s shocking
wake-up call and the extraordinary
opportunity to see Jesus’ feet being
washed. +

Lord, I am grateful for your
endless mercy. Give me
the humility and courage
to forgive those who have
hurt me.
From Grateful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage
and Mary Ann McSweeny

Monday, The Exaltation of the Holy Cross:
Nm 21:4b–9 / Phil 2:6–11 / Jn 3:13–17

Thursday, Weekday:
1 Cor 15:1–11 / Lk 7:36–50

Wednesday, Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian:
1 Cor 12:31—13:13 / Lk 7:31–35

Saturday, Weekday:
1 Cor 15:35–37, 42–49 / Lk 8:4–15

Tuesday, Our Lady of Sorrows: 1 Cor 12:12–14,
27–31a / Jn 19:25–27 or Lk 2:33–35

Friday, Weekday:
1 Cor 15:12–20 / Lk 8:1–3
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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
September 20, 2020

A Message of Reform

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Jesus wants to make us
contemplate the gaze of that
landowner: the gaze with
which he looks upon each
of the laborers searching for
work and calls them to go
to his vineyard….It is a gaze
which calls, invites one to
get up and begin a journey
because he wants life for
each of us.

A

lessandro Farnese was elected
Pope Paul III in 1534 amidst very
difficult times. Martin Luther had left
the Church, and many German bishops,
along with their kings, were separating
from the faith. Part of the push for
separation was ﬁnancial, another part
was political, and a third part was
spiritual. The papal court and clerical
life in Rome were often criticized,
encouraging separation.
Pope Paul III started a reform by
calling on nine respected cardinals
to investigate the accusations and
propose measures. The suggestions were
received and true reform began to take
root—although much of the success was
due to the Council of Trent (called by

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 55:6-9

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways.

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
For to me life is Christ, and death
is gain.

Matthew 20:1-16a

the pope in 1545) and the many saints
active at the time: Ignatius, Philip Neri,
Teresa of Ávila, Francis de Sales, Charles
Borromeo, and others.
Another measure taken was
to contract Michelangelo to paint
two frescoes in the Papal Pauline
Chapel—The Conversion of Saul and
The Cruciﬁxion of St. Peter—a kind of
sixteenth-century marketing campaign.
This chapel would send a message to
all popes and the papal court; indeed,
the frescoes challenged everyone in the
Curia. Amidst the temptation to power
and luxury, the pope was saying, “If you
want power, it’s the power to serve that
requires true conversion and embracing
the cross.” The chapel needed a pithy
Latin phrase to drive home this message
of reform. It comes from today’s second
reading: “To me, life is Christ, and death
is gain.” That’s a good phrase to live by as
we seek our own ongoing conversion. +

If you want power,
it’s the power to serve
that requires true conversion
and embracing the cross.

[Jesus said,] “Thus, the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”
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Angelus, September 24, 2017

•

Do I love without strings
attached or do I love to get
something in return?

•

What is holding me back
from reforming my life?

God’s Call Doesn’t Wait
By Kathleen M. Basi

O

ccasions like New Year’s, Ash
Wednesday, and birthdays seem
custom-made for adopting new life
goals. It’s neat and tidy to say, “As of
January 1, I will no longer lose my
temper with my children.” “Beginning
Ash Wednesday, I will stop using food to
ward off boredom or anesthetize pain.”
But how often have you promised to
change, only to find that within a few
days or weeks you’ve reverted to your old
ways?
Conversion doesn’t happen according
to a schedule, and God doesn’t call us
based on the calendar. He calls us when
he has work for us or when we’re tripping
on our own weaknesses. In other words,

WEEKDAY
READINGS
September 21–26

September 20, 2020

he calls every moment of every day. The
question is, do we listen and respond?
When I find myself re-resolving
the same things, I get frustrated. If my
commitment is sincere, why doesn’t it
“take” the first time? Why do I have to
keep starting over?
I once heard a homily that addressed
this frustration. The priest urged us not
to beat ourselves up when our attention
wanders during Mass. We all come to
the table filled with our own worries
and concerns; its human nature to be
distracted. The important thing is to keep
turning back.
This, he emphasized, is the true
meaning of repentance. Every time
we consciously shift our focus from
our own anxieties back to God, it’s a
recommitment—a moment of renewal.
This is an encouraging thought. Bad
habits are easier to come by than good
ones, and replacing the former with the
latter requires constant vigilance. The
practice of turning and returning to God
defines the Christian journey, separating
the true disciple from the seed that’s
sown in shallow soil and withers in the
sun (Matthew 13:1–9).
We all need daily reminders of how
much we depend on God’s saving grace.
We all need to be smacked upside the
head with awareness of how little we can
accomplish on our own.

God calls us when our lives are in
need of refocus, when our hearts are
in need of repentance—and that call
doesn’t wait for some artificially imposed
milestone on a calendar. It comes every
day, as reliable as the sun rising in the
east, as certain as the failure of our own
resolve and our own strength. Can you
hear that quiet voice within your heart
speaking, asking you to make a change?
Don’t wait for some date on a calendar to
tell you it’s time to start anew.
“Behold, now is a very acceptable
time; behold, now is the day of salvation”
(2 Corinthians 6:2). +

Lord, I am grateful for the
gift of your compassion.
Help me to be more
generous in sharing your
compassion with others.
From Grateful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage
and Mary Ann McSweeny

Monday, St. Matthew:
Eph 4:1–7, 11–13 / Mt 9:9–13

Thursday, Weekday:
Eccl 1:2–11 / Lk 9:7–9

Wednesday, St. Pius of Pietrelcina:
Prv 30:5–9 / Lk 9:1–6

Saturday, Weekday:
Eccl 11:9—12:8 / Lk 9:43b–45

Tuesday, Weekday:
Prv 21:1–6, 10–13 / Lk 8:19–21

Friday, Weekday:
Eccl 3:1–11 / Lk 9:18–22
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