
Alleluia. Alleluia. My Sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;  
I know then and they follow me. Alleluia. John 10.27 

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                      September 27, 2020 

Philippians 2:1-11 
 

Having Attitude 
 
Unity brings strength. Unity is the goal of any community, whether it be family, church, business, or nation. Group 
members who enjoy one another’s company appeal to newcomers. These groups succeed. They move toward their 
goal. They breed excitement. They are strong. 
 
St. Paul wished that kind of unity for the Philippians. He knew what would make them strong. He wished them to 
have the same mind and the same love. He wanted them thinking about one thing: “Have in you the same attitude that 
is also in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The attitude of Jesus was service. Jesus humbly regarded others more than himself by offering his life on the cross. He 
looked out not for his own interests, but for those of others. He did not demand that the cup of suffering pass by him. 
He accepted sorrow so that others might experience joy. 
 
Groups unite because of another trait that may not be evident: humility. Each member serves the needs of the entire 
group. Each person looks out for the good of the whole, not just for their own sakes. It may look like good groups are 
simply having fun, but they also endure hardship. Each individual has the attitude of Christ, and that is what makes 
groups united and strong. 
 
Some people wish they belonged to a united group. Others make their group united by contributing the strength of 
humble service.  Written by Paul Turner  www.rpinet.com 



SaskatoonMass.com  will be live streaming Masses with-
in the Diocese of Saskatoon.  Check this website out for 
Sunday Mass times.   

Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday September 27 will be at 12 

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful  
 

• For the Church: that each of us may more and more put on 
the attitude of Christ and empty ourselves so that God can 
raise us to a new life of faithful relationships and loving 
service, we pray to the Lord.  

 

• For healing of the earth: that God will inspire us to act 
boldly in addressing climate change and other abuses of the 
earth so that those who are suffering may be relieved and that 
the future may hold many blessings for the human family, we 
pray to the Lord.  

 

• For all migrants and refugees: that all may find welcome 
and places of safety to live, we pray to the Lord.  

 

• For the unity of Christians: that all believers may be of one 
mind and heart and work together in serving God and 
confronting evil and for all who are being persecuted: that 
God will strengthen them so they may be instruments of 
God’s love, mercy, and compassion, we pray to the Lord.  

 

• For all who are suffering from the aftermath of hurricanes 
or wildfires: that God will protect them from further harm, 
help them to connect with family and friends, and fill their 
hearts with courage, we pray to the Lord.  

 

• For healing of our attitudes: that God will free us from the 
desires to control or be selfish, and help us to strive to serve 
others with love, patience, and humility, we pray to the Lord.  

 

• For our parish, that we support the Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
to strengthen and implement evangelization programs 
emphasizing the Sacraments, the Sacred Scriptures, life in the 
Church, and works of mercy, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For the sick; Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche 
Kolojay, Bijoy Lookose, Loretta Clark, Patricia Wollbaum, 
Jean Louis Mahy, Dominic Zyla, Theresa Matiakis, Maureen 
Tynan, Concepcion Pangilinan, Betty Anne Tomney, we pray 
to the Lord. 

 

• For Leo Baribeau on his anniversary of death, we pray to 
the Lord 

 

• For Estelle Schulhauser, Paul Hammerlindl, and all who 
have died and for those who mourn them, we pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Holy Spirit Parish 
114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 
 

Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am 

Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon  
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email  or appointment 
only. 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 
 
 

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you 
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a 
time and date for yourself:  Sign Up Genius 
12 noon  Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 

Adoration: Wednesdays 7pm - 8pm , Fridays 9am - 12 noon  
 
 

 

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot  
Any  other time by appointment call  
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: 
 

Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Phong Pham  ppham@rcdos.ca 
 

 

Pastoral Associates: 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 

 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 

Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 
 

Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 
 

Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca 
 

Finance Committee: 

Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon 
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka 

 

 
 
 
  

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi 
James Nestmann 
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament of the altar.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into 

my heart ...  
I embrace You as if  

You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be 
separated from You, Amen.”   

https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-mass


“Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your 

protection over them, so that those who love your name may exult in you.” Ps 5 

Although we  are  not currently making home visits,  Ministry of Care is still at 

work, supporting you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and 

email. Please let us know if someone needs our attention. If you need assistance, 

have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or simply wish to be in touch with 

us to talk with someone, please: 

Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care.  

In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #. 

email: Kelly Wormsbecker    kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca   

           Charlene Nijhawan   cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

We continue to keep you in our prayers, with joyful hope.  

 

 

 

 

 

        Kelly Wormsbecker                 Charlene Nijhawan 

                         Pastoral Associates, Ministry of Care 

 

 

 

Prayers and condolences to: 

 Clarence, Gwen, Sandra, Perry and families on the death of wife, mother, grandmother and great-

grandmother Estelle Schulhauser. 

 Marjorie, Angela and families on the death of husband, father and grandfather Paul Hammerlindl. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in God’s peace. 

MINISTRY OF CARE 

A Note About Funerals 

We are able to hold funerals here at the parish, adhering 

to diocesan and provincial guidelines.  

 Attendance is currently limited to 100 people, includ-

ing the priest, music ministry, and funeral attendants. 

Funerals can usually be livestreamed for those unable 

to attend. 

 We are not able to host funeral lunches at this time. 

Contact Kelly or Charlene at 306-374-1425 if you wish to 

make any funeral arrangements, including pre-planning. 

 FIVE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO CARE 

FOR ONE ANOTHER AT CHURCH 

1. Keep your distance! Please maintain the 

recommended two-meter distance between 

yourself and others outside your household. 

2. Wash your hands when possible,  and use 

the hand sanitizer provided at the church 

entrance. 

3. Wear a mask...it protects others, while their 

mask protects you. 

4. Attend only the liturgies you have been 

scheduled for.  If you cannot attend, it is a 

kindness to notify the parish so that some-

one else can use your spot. 

5. Exercise patience! Our worship space is 

only able to accommodate the number of 

people we can safely distance from one an-

other. Every precaution is being taken to 

protect everyone’s well being. 

 

 

mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
mailto:cnijhwawan@rcdos.ca


This week marks the beginning of the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish.  Each parish is 
asked to offer their support to the Appeal.  Bishop Mark is asking for full participation from everyone – it is not about 
the size of the gift, but that everyone participates in Proclaiming Christ. There are three ways you can fully 
participate: first -PRAY for the success of the Appeal; second - DONATE to the Appeal; third - VOLUNTEER your 
time and talents to making phone calls and reaching out to your fellow parishioners.  A letter from Bishop Mark 
Hagemoen has been mailed to you.   Your support of this year’s Appeal ensures that essential educational, pastoral 
and compassionate ministries of the Diocese of Saskatoon continue to Proclaim Christ and be of service to all.   

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
 

 

Thinking about joining? 
 Have questions? Call: 

James Nestmann (306) 260-8206 
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

To enquire about joining or if you have 
general questions call: 

 Adele Giblin 306 374-7524, or  
Margaret Schwab 306 227-8930  

A big CWL Thanks to all 
for the great response for 
the parking lot food drive!  
Guadalupe House was very 
grateful! 

 
Confessions:  

11 am - 12 pm Saturdays 
~Outside in the church parking lot 

 

Sunday Mass 
Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and  

live streaming  Sunday mass  
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com: 

 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass: September 27 @ 12:00 noon 

 
 

 
Act of Contrition (alternate form) 

 

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
 In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,  

I have sinned against you whom I should love above all 
things.  

 

I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,  
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever  

leads me to sin. 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his 
name, my God, have mercy. Amen. 

 

 
To attend Mass you 
must be prescheduled 
with Sign Up Genius 
(click the link) or call the 

parish office (306-374-1425) to be put in the schedule to 
attend. 

For all current and relevant 
information in our diocese check out 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Saskatoon’s website!  Rcdos.ca 

Mark your calendars!   
The 40 Hours for Life 

Campaign  
October 23 - October 30th.   
(See the Diocesan Bulletin for details) 

Holy Spirit Parish Adoration  
• Wednesday Evenings 7 pm - 8 

pm (sponsored by HS - K of C) 
• Friday Mornings 9 am - 12 noon 

tel:+13062608206
tel:+13069339499
https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-mass
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-mass
https://rcdos.ca/
https://rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Diocesan-Bulletin-for-Sept-27-new.pdf


SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

FIRST RECONCILIATION and FIRST COMMUNION 

Registrations are now being accepted for Sacramental Preparation at Holy Spirit Parish. 

The usual time for the celebration of these sacraments is at the Grade 2 level.  Older 

children are also welcome to attend the program as well.  

The children journey in a program that helps them discover God’s forgiveness through 

joy, love and peace, and how in the Eucharist they are nourished by Jesus, the Bread of 

Life. The program is age appropriate and is supported by family and parish life.   

The first session is on Thursday, October 29th at 6:00 pm. 

Registration forms are available via email at egratton@rcdos.ca You also may download 

a registration form from the website at www.holyspiritsaskatoon.ca.  Press the “Faith 

Formation” tab and inside you will find a tab named “Sacramental Preparation for 

Children.” There you will find a registration form.  It may be filled in and brought into the 

parish office OR emailed to Erin at egratton@rcdos.ca.  

We require a copy of the child’s baptism certificate, and $40.00 fee per child to cover 

the cost of books, materials.  THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE DUE AT REGISTRATION.   

 Reconciliation classes will be held in the Fall of 2020 ONLY. 

 First Communion classes will be held Spring of 2021 ONLY. 

For more information contact Erin at egratton@rcdos.ca 

 

First Reconciliation Preparation Session Schedule 

Thursday, October 29 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, November 12 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday, November 26 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

 

An email will be sent when the Registration Form is received with information about how 

preparation will be held and how to pick up the Workbooks. We will be meeting online 

instead of in person for the Fall session. 
 

mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca
http://www.holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/
mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca
mailto:egratton@rcdos.ca


UPDATE - CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

RCIA is once again meeting at 
Holy Spirit Parish.  Socially 
distant meetings are being held in 
Conference Room A on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00P.M.  If you are 

interested in inquiring about the Catholic faith feel free 
to contact Arch McKay at agmckay1@sasktel.net or 
amckay@rcdos.ca.  
  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
This program is intended not only for engaged couples 
but also for couples considering engagement and 
marriage.  For information and to register for the next 
session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or 
email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

 INFANT BAPTISM  
  

If you have had a child in the past 
few months and would like him/
her to be baptized, or are 
expecting a baby I would love to 
hear from you!  We were not 
baptizing babies for a few months 
but we are able to do so once 

again.  We are baptizing children one family at a time.  If 
this is not your first child and you have attended baptism 
prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need 
to take prep again.  If this is your first child please call 
and we can arrange for prep sessions and the 
celebration.  Please contact Sharon at 306-374-1425 or 
email spowell@rcdos.ca. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 

In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of 
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would 
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.   

I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning.  I so look forward to telling you more 
about this encouraging and gratifying process.   Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

Alternate ways to submit parish donations:  
    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish web-

site, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

  

2. Through CanadaHelps click  

                                                
  

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with 

any special offering designation. 
  

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 
  

5. Drop envelopes off at church: Put  envelopes into the office door mail slot. 

  

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

Thank you to Ed Solie and Basil Waslen for their service to Holy Spirit Parish on the 
Finance Committee. Both of them have served the parish in these roles for many years 
and have recently retired from the committee. Their stewardship of the finances and 
facilities at Holy Spirit is evident in the strong financial position of the parish and 
condition of facilities and grounds. 
 

Once again “thank you Ed and Basil from all parishioners."  

mailto:agmckay1@sasktel.net
mailto:amckay@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation


 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Reporting January 1 to August 31, 2020 
 

Total year to date collections and other income     $472,551 

• Plus 2020 Government subsidies –      $  65,401 
Total year to date collections and all other income     $537,952 
Total year to date expenses        $479,522 
Net income General Fund        $  58,430 
 

Comments  
The Finance Committee of Holy Spirit Parish will begin providing regular monthly updates on 
the status of the finances of your church.  
 
In 2020, regular collections from parishioners have declined by 23% or $120,000 compared to 
the same 8-month period in 2019. In order to offset this decline in collections, our Parish Priest 
and the staff have carefully managed expenses. 
 
Our church has qualified for government wage subsidies related to Covid19, which were 
designed to support organizations to retain employees. We have been able to maintain all staff 
and continue to provide the many services and ministries of the parish in ever-changing ways. 
 
It is quite likely, going forward, that these wage subsidies will be phased out resulting in 
challenges for the parish in maintaining services without reducing its capital reserves. 
 
The Finance Committee is appealing to all parishioners to consider contributing by way of pre-
authorized payments in order that parish finances can be strengthened to meet budgeted 
expense commitments without reliance on the government wage subsidy. 
 
Thank you and God bless you and your families. 
 
Finance Committee of Holy Spirit Parish 
 



Holy Spirit Parish 

Comparative Statement of Income and Expenditures 

    
   

 

Actual 2020/01/01 
to 2020/08/31 

Actual 2019/01/01 
to 2019/08/31 Annual Budget 

   

REGULAR COLLECTIONS 405,127.79  525,285.42  825,000.00     

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 9,544.40  16,893.02  20,900.00     

DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS 13,396.55  30,651.63  36,000.00     

Government Subsidies 65,401.02  0.00  0.00     

OTHER INCOME 44,482.38  49,790.33  73,100.00     

    
   

TOTAL REVENUE 537,952.14  622,620.40  955,000.00     

    
   

DIOCESE & OTHER CHARITIES 87,435.94  117,385.77  181,090.00     

DIOCESAN CHARITIES 13,396.55  30,651.63  36,000.00     

WORSHIP & PASTORAL 105,785.28  123,215.56  213,057.40     

EDUCATION & LEARNING 88,815.05  105,783.34  194,754.39     

MINISTRY SUPPORT 78,603.97  101,805.99  148,748.39     

BUILDING & OCCUPANCY 105,360.09  138,357.68  181,224.83     

    
   

TOTAL EXPENSE 479,396.88  617,199.97  954,875.00     

    
   

NET INCOME (General Fund) 58,555.26  5,420.43  125.00  
   

    
   

NET INCOME (Refugee Fund) 691.55  4,575.82  -125.00 
   

 Generated On: 2020/09/09 



Yaaay!   

Children’s Liturgy 

and the Children’s 

Bulletin are back! 

The Feast of the Holy Archangels 
  
On September 29th the Church honors the 
Holy Archangels. Although there are believed 
to be seven archangels (based on Tobit 12:15 
and Rev. 8:2), only these three are mentioned 
by name in the Catholic Bible: 

• St. Gabriel 
• St. Michael 
• St. Raphael 
 

Both angels and archangels are the angelic 
beings that have direct dealings with humans 
as recorded in the Catholic Bible. The 
archangels are seen to be the highest of all 
God's messenger angels and they are given 
the most important missions. Of the seven, St. 
Michael is regarded as the highest ranking. 

  
Saint Michael the Archangel 
 

Michael means, "Who is like God?"  Of the three angels mentioned by name in the Catholic Bible, St. 
Michael the Archangel is mentioned the most. He is found in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. 
St. Michael is most known for doing battle against Lucifer and casting him and the other fallen angels out of 
heaven. Because of this feat, he is known as the leader or prince of the angels. 
St. Michael is the champion of God's people and the protector of the Church.  He is also regarded as the 
angel who brings the souls of men to their judgment before God, thus being the angel of judgment. 
 
Saint Gabriel the Archangel 
 

Gabriel means "Power of God."  St. Gabriel the Archangel is mentioned the most in the Bible after St. 
Michael.  He is found in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. 
St. Gabriel is most known for his messenger role in the Annunciation.  He is the angel who appeared to 
Zachariah and the Blessed Virgin Mary announcing the birth of St. John the Baptist and Incarnation of 
Jesus Christ, respectively. 
He is also believed by some to be the angel who appeared to St. Joseph and the shepherds at Christ's 
nativity, as well as the angel who comforted Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Because of this he is 
known as the herald angel, and the angel of mercy and consolation. 
 
Saint Raphael the Archangel 
 

Raphael means "God has healed."  St. Raphael the Archangel is only mentioned once in the Catholic Bible, 
in Tobit chapter 12. 
In this passage he was a companion, protector, and healer.  He is also believed to be the angel who stirred 
the water in the pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, giving it its healing properties, as mentioned in the New 
Testament.  He therefore is regarded as a healing angel and a companion angel. 
Consider having a special devotion to one (or all!) of these angelic saints. 
 
Celena Komarnicki, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Children’s Liturgy 

• Children’s Bulletin 

If you can’t open the links please go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-gabriel-c593/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-michael-the-archangel-c642/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-raphael-c660/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Childrens-Liturgy-26th-Sunday-OT-Year-A.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Childrens-Bulletin-parable_of_two_sons_bulletin.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/


 
September 16, 2020 
Memorial of Saints Cornelius and Cyprian 
 
 

DIRECTIVES FOR RESUMPTION OF SACRAMENTS IN COVID-19 
  

Dear Pastors, Parish Life Directors, and Faithful of the Diocese of 
Saskatoon:  

 
The purpose of the directives of May 15, May 29, and compiled directives of June 12, 

2020, was to provide a roadmap for a gradual return of the People of God to font and table, 
reconciliation and healing.  As we have now entered Phase Three of the plan for 
resumption of Sacraments the following is an updated compilation of the directives that 
have been released.  As you will note, the Government of Saskatchewan regularly updates 
their guidelines.  These directives apply to all worship spaces, even those not in a parochial 
setting, i.e. chapels, oratories, and any other liturgical worship space.  Note these relate 
primarily to the Liturgy and Sacraments.  Please refer to the Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan to 
find additional information and guidelines with respect to events outside the liturgy.   
 

Profound gratitude is expressed to all who persevered in faith and charity during 
these times of challenge, offering live streaming of your Liturgy and prayer life and the 
many, many other creative ways you have reached out to your people. 
 
 

PHASE ONE – May 15, 2020  

 
1. The faithful continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sundays. 
2. The total number of people participating in the Liturgy or service in the Church 

proper cannot exceed 30 per cent of seating capacity or 150 people, whichever is 
less. 

3. Churches can be open for prayer.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament may take 
place provided one person remains present throughout.  

4. The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be offered in accordance with the following: 
a.  Confessionals may be used if satisfying the requirements of personal distancing. 
b.  Alternative spaces should be made ready that allow for protection of the seal of 

the sacrament as well as personal distancing.   
5. Baptisms may take place in accordance with the following: 

a. All of the directives concerning capacity and social distancing should be 
observed. 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 
123 Nelson Rd    Phone:     306-242-1500 
Saskatoon  SK   S7S 1H1   Fax:         306-244-6010 
www.rcdos.ca    Toll free:   877-661-5005 

Compiled Directives for Covid-19 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/re-open-saskatchewan
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b. The priest is to wear a mask when close proximity is necessary for the baptism. 
c. Fonts are to remain empty until further notice. Water should be blessed in a 

separate receptacle (large pitcher) and poured over each candidate. 
d. Anointing may be done with a cotton swab or purify hands between each 

anointing. 
6. Holy water fonts are to remain empty until further notice.  
7. Hand sanitizer and/or alternate sanitizing options should be available throughout 

the church. 
8. Couples or families from the same household may sit together and are to maintain a 

personal distancing of two meters (six-feet) between their family and other families 
or individuals while in the church. 

9. Appropriate and adequate signage should be posted indicating the requirement of 
distancing and maximum numbers. 

10. Pews, door handles and knobs, restrooms and high traffic areas of the church are to 
be wiped down and sanitized, with the removal of trash and other items from the 
pews, at regular intervals. 

11. Those who are symptomatic, who have potentially been exposed to another with the 
virus, or have travelled out of country within the last 14 days, are not permitted to 
enter the church, in accordance with national, provincial and local health directives.  

 
 
 
 

BEFORE MASS 
1. The faithful continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sundays. 
a. Those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue or who are 65 or 

older are strongly encouraged, for their own health, to avoid the risk of 
attending public celebrations of the Mass.  

b. We encourage parishes to continue to live-stream Mass as they have been doing 
so those unable to attend in person can maintain a spiritual connection with 
their local parish. 

2. In order to maintain personal distancing and reduce the spread of the virus, 
parishes will need to enact the following: 
a. For the purposes of social distancing, Masses should take place in the larger 

church and not small chapels. 
b. Parishes may need to consider temporarily adjusting or adding to their Mass 

schedule. 
c. Parishes are permitted to only allow the maximum permitted number of persons 

to access / enter the church, including the priest and ministry volunteers. This 
may require communicating to the people in advance of the Liturgy.  

d. For larger parishes, a system of registration prior to Mass to determine who may 
attend may be used.   

MASS PROVISIONS 
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e. There should be a guarantee of two meters (six feet) distance between 
households attending Liturgy.  Considerations should be made given the layout 
of each particular church. 

2. Appropriate cleaning of high use areas within the church is to be done before and after each 
service.  

3. All hymnals and missalettes are to be removed from the pews and stored for the duration of 
the pandemic.  No other materials may be left in the pews.  The faithful are encouraged to 
bring their own liturgical resources for use during the celebration of Mass.  Single-use 
materials can be considered.   

4. Doors may be propped or held open to prevent people from touching the door 
handles, knobs or push plates. 

5.   An announcement may need to be made before Mass about personal distancing, the 
collection, reception of Communion, and other protocols. 

6.   The faithful are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask throughout Mass. 
 

DURING MASS 
1. Please refer to the Re-open Saskatchewan Plan for full guidelines for Places of 

Worship.   
2. Staff, ushers or other volunteers should assist where needed. As previously 

indicated, attendance will be limited to assure compliance with social distancing 
requirements.  

3. Families are to maintain six-foot distancing between their family and other families 
or individuals throughout the celebration of Mass. 

4. When singing, participants must wear masks. 
5. Where leaders are required to sing, they must increase distance with the 

congregation to prevent transmission of respiratory droplets. 
6. Kissing of the Lectionary or the Book of the Gospels is to cease at this time. 

Another form of veneration of the Gospels can be substituted – such as a 
reverent bow. 

7. The procession at the Preparation of the Gifts is temporarily suspended. Collection 
baskets (or any other materials) are not to be passed from one family to another, 
nor shall ushers take up the collection from the congregation.  Stationary baskets 
are to be used for donations from the assembly and are to be monitored by the 
ushers until the donations are collected and handled according to the proper 
protocols.  

8. The Sign of Peace may be omitted entirely, or done with a simple gesture, such as a 
reverent bow, there is to be no physical contact. 

9. It is recommended that separate chalices be prepared for each concelebrating priest 
and/or deacon. 

10. Mass is to be celebrated without altar servers. 
11. A priest or deacon considered high-risk is permitted to refrain from distributing 

Holy Communion and may delegate distribution to an extraordinary minister of 
Communion where necessary.  Extraordinary Ministers of Communion may also be 
used where necessary due to time and the number of communicants.  Proper 
distancing and Communion lines will need to be considered. 
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12. The distribution of Communion is to take place after the Communion Prayer and 
Final Blessing following Mass, which has the following advantages: 
a. Allows for additional precautions while maintaining liturgical integrity of the 

Mass;  
b. Provides additional time for navigating and distributing Communion while 

allowing any livestreams to cease for privacy and in the interest of time; and  
c. Gives freedom to the faithful to determine whether or not they receive. 
To carry this out please note the following: 
d. A sufficient number of hosts should be consecrated during the Mass in a separate 

covered ciborium placed on a corporal at a distance on the altar. 
e. The priest would consume the Eucharist in the usual way and return the newly 

consecrated hosts to the tabernacle (where practical). 
13. For the distribution of Communion, ushers or other volunteers may assist to ensure 

six-foot distancing in the Communion line.  Floor markings may be placed six feet 
apart in the aisles to facilitate proper social distancing during Communion. 

14. The priest must wear a mask and must sanitize his hands immediately before and 
after distributing Communion.  Physical contact should be avoided when placing the 
host in the communicant’s hands.  Sanitize intermittently as necessary. 

15. Distribution of Holy Communion from the chalice is prohibited to the assembly. For 
those who are gluten intolerant, special arrangements are to be made with the 
pastor.  

16. The communicant is not permitted to self-communicate, even by means of 
intinction.  A deacon or concelebrating priest may receive by intinction.   

17. Those who choose to receive on the tongue must be the last to receive and must do so 
under the following conditions: 
a. Those receiving on the tongue, after responding ‘Amen’, are asked to open their 

mouth widely and extend their tongue far enough so that the Sacred Host can be 
placed on the tongue.  This is to prevent the host from falling and in order for the 
priest to avoid any contact with the communicant. 

b. The priest must disinfect between communicants with the exception of those 
receiving from the same household which should be done as follows: 
i. Dilute fingers in bowl of water (so as not to profane the Eucharist by 

rubbing sanitizer/mixing with crumbs from the Host);  
ii. Dry hand on towel (if need be); and  
iii. Sanitize prior to proceeding to give Communion to the next household. 

c. Note, the general right of the faithful to receive Communion on the tongue will 
be reinstated once necessary safeguarding measures with respect to this 
pandemic have lessened.   

18. Those who refrain from receiving communion still unite themselves with the sacrifice of 
Christ. Non-communicants are kindly asked to remain in their places rather than process to 
request a blessing.  

19. The faithful may depart after making a brief prayer of thanksgiving. 
20. Because Holy Communion occurs at the end of Mass, special attention needs to be 

given to devotion to the Holy Eucharist. In particular, persons who receive Holy 
Communion should take some deliberate quiet devotional time before proceeding to 
exit the Church and/or encouraging others following the Mass. 
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AFTER MASS 

1. Families and individuals should depart the church in an organized manner and 
observing six feet of distance between other households. Ushers or ministers of 
hospitality may need to direct this process. 

2. Ushers are not to hand out bulletins or other materials.  
3. Clergy and other ministers may only greet parishioners as they exit the church if 

they can maintain social distancing and avoid physical contact.  
4. There are to be no receptions or social gatherings (e.g., coffee and doughnuts) 

following Mass.  
5. Pews and other high traffic areas of the church are to be wiped down before the next 

service, with the removal of trash and other items from the pews. 
6. Restroom facilities and door handles, push plates, and knobs are to be sanitized 

after each service.  
 

 
 
 

CONFIRMATIONS AND FIRST COMMUNIONS 
Confirmations and First Communions postponed by the directive of March 15, 2020, can be 
scheduled. 
 

1. With these directives, I hereby grant delegation to all pastors/administrators to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation (along with First Eucharist) for those 
baptized Catholic as infants or children whose Confirmation was postponed due to 
the pandemic until December 31, 2020, only.  

2. Pastors/administrators and their pastoral leadership team, should determine when 
and how First Communions and Confirmation should be scheduled and celebrated 
so that they are in total compliance with all the provisions of Phase Three and all 
those who were to receive First Communion and Confirmation during the time of 
postponement will do so by December 31, 2020.   

3. In order to comply with limited capacity and personal distancing, it is recommended 
that a limited number of those to receive Confirmation and First Communion be 
scheduled during Sunday Masses or other designated times until all have celebrated 
the Sacraments. (See Mass Provisions above.) 

4. Pastors may choose to defer Confirmations and First Eucharist Celebrations for this 
year and have them take place with the 2021 Celebrations. 

5. Due to the separation of First Communion and Confirmation as announced in the 
Age of Sacrament of Confirmation letter dated July 8, 2020, pastors can also choose 
to carryout First Eucharist Celebrations but defer Confirmations to 2021.    

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (paragraphs 26-30) envisions exceptional 
circumstances when the normal celebration of initiation at the Easter Vigil may not take 
place. 

PROVISIONS FOR OTHER SACRAMENTS 
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During the time of delay, it is crucial that catechists, sponsors and godparents remain in 
contact with the catechumens and candidates.  Accordingly, when Phase Three begins, and 
adhering to all Phase Three provisions, the following applies: 
 

1. At least one Scrutiny should be celebrated, either at Sunday Mass or at another 
time when convenient. 

2. The Rites of Initiation are to be celebrated in their entirety according to RCIA. 
3. It is not permitted to separate the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism - 

Confirmation - First Eucharist) for catechumens (elect) being fully initiated. 
4. The celebration of full initiation must occur at Mass on a Sunday (or Saturday 

evening).  The Mass of the occurring Sunday is to be used. During Ordinary 
Time, but not on a Solemnity (e.g. The Most Holy Trinity or The Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ), the Ritual Mass “Christian Initiation: Baptism” with 
its appropriate readings may be used. 

5. Lucernarium and Liturgy of the Word of the Easter Vigil are unique to the Vigil 
and are not to be celebrated outside of the Easter Vigil itself.  

 
CONFIRMATION OF ADULT CATHOLICS 

The delegation for pastors to confirm adult (18+) Catholics baptized as children is 
extended to the end of this calendar year. 
 
For the year 2020 only, I hereby grant delegation to pastors to confirm adult 
baptized Catholics (18+).  

 
RECEPTION INTO FULL COMMUNION 

Priests may celebrate the “Reception Into Full Communion” at any appropriate time during 
the year, preferably on a Sunday, according to RCIA, 487. Delegation to confirm is not 
required. 
 
Note that the “Confirmation of Adult Catholics” and the “Reception Into Full Communion” 
should not be done at the same liturgical celebration as the full initiation of the 
catechumens. 
 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE INTO THE ORDER OF CATECHUMENS 
Due to the pandemic, the requirement for a full year catechumenate may be shortened for 
2021 only.  The Rite of Acceptance should be celebrated as soon as possible after public 
worship resumes, at least six months before Easter, 2021. 
 
 
 
 

Prior directives and updates can be found on our website at the following link: 
Covid-19 Updates for the Diocese of Saskatoon 
 

Conclusion and Reference Documents 

http://rcdos.ca/covid-19-updates


Page 7 of 7 
Compiled Directives for Resumption of Sacraments in Covid-19 
Updated September 16, 2020 
 

 

Additional information from the Government of Saskatchewan can be found here: 
Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan  
COVID-19 Cleaning and Disinfection for Public Facilities 
Self-Assessment Tool 
 

Again, I thank pastors, parish communities and faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon for 
their patience and consideration throughout this time.  Everyone has done an extraordinary 
job in continuing ministry and reaching out to keep prayerful communication with so many.  
 

Sincerely, in Christ, 
 
 
 

 Most Reverend Mark A. Hagemoen 
Bishop of Saskatoon 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/re-open-saskatchewan
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/public-health-measures/guidance-for-health-care-facilities/cleaning-and-disinfecting-public-facilities
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-self-assessment


In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.
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Upcoming events
The 40 Hours for Life campaign will be conducted Monday to
Friday until Oct. 30 with prayer and witness offered along Queen
Street in front of Saskatoon City Hospital. Signs are provided.
Volunteers are needed to take one-hour shifts to pray for an end
to abortion and to offer women a better choice. There are three
one-hour time slots each day (Monday to Friday): 9 - 10 a.m.; 10 -
11 a.m.; and 11 a.m. - noon. To commit for any time slots, daily or
weekly, e-mail campaignlifesk@gmail.com or call (306) 249-2764.

Transitions - Ministry to those who are divorced or separated:
The diocese of Saskatoon offers a peer ministry program called
Transitions, facilitated by those who have already experienced
divorce or separation, and found healing. Beginning Sept. 30, the
11 Wednesday evening sessions will be held at the Cathedral of
the Holy Family in Saskatoon, consisting of learning about,
reflecting on and discussing issues you are experiencing as you
journey through this healing process. In compliance with COVID-
19, numbers are limited. For more information contact Sharon
Powell at (306) 374-1425 or by e-mail: spowell@rcdos.ca 

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle with adoration, the rosary,
benediction, hymns and various prayers, will be held at 8 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1 at St. Michael parish #18-33rd St. E., Saskatoon.
A Diocesan Cenacle of Prayer will also be held at 3 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 14 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina Cr.,
Saskatoon. For more information, contact Edna at (306) 382-1680.

Contemplative Photography with Sr. Felicitas Drobig, OSU, will
be held at Queen’s House, 601 Taylor Street W, Saskatoon
Thursday afternoons, Oct. 1, 8 and 15, from 2 p.m. to  4 p.m. Cost:
$90/series. Registration deadline is Sept. 28. Call (306) 242-1916.

The Micah Mission 2020 Annual General Meeting will be held
at 11:30 a.m. Oct. 1, hosted via Zoom (phone-in number and video
link will be provided via e-mail to confirmed participants.) RSVP by
Sept. 28 to info@themicahmssion.org

Children’s Holy Hour will be celebrated Friday, Oct. 2 at 6:30
p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Family, 123 Nelson Road,
Saskatoon. All are welcome to this Worldwide Children and Family
Eucharistic Holy Hour. Registration is required on the parish
website at https://holyfamilycathedral.ca or phone (306) 659-
5800. Numbers and spacing as per regulations; masks required for
all to join in the singing.

Life Chain - An hour of peaceful pro-life witness calling for an end
to abortion will be held from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4 at the
corner of Idylwyld Drive and 22nd Street in Saskatoon, as well as
at the Civic Park in Humboldt, SK, and at 1st Avenue East (in front
of the Armada Motel) in Unity, SK. Signs will be provided.

1

The Fullness of the Love of Christ - Catholic Renewal Services
of the Archdiocese of Edmonton presents an online conference with
Maria Vadia Oct. 2-4, using the ZOOM platform and YouTube.
Maria Vadia is an international speaker and an author of books on
the spiritual life. The theme of the conference is: “Experience the
Fullness of the Love of Christ” based on Ephesians 3:19. It will be
held from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Oct 2, 3 and 4, and costs $25 each.
Register online at: http://www.ccredmonton.info/events or
by e-mailing: tell.us@ccredmonton.info or call: (587) 989-0483. 

Compassionate Healers’ Mass – Catholic Health Association
of Saskatchewan (CHAS) 14th Annual Compassionate Healers’
Mass will take place 9 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 4 at the Cathedral of the
Holy Family in Saskatoon, with Bishop Mark Hagemoen presiding.
This Mass will be live-streamed at https://saskatoonmass.com
and at https://rcdos.ca. In-person attendance is according to
COVID-19 regulations, with pre-registration required online at
https://holyfamilycathedral.ca or by calling the parish at (306)
659-5800 during regular office hours (numbers are restricted, and
a mask is required at this celebration.) CHAS has also invited all
parishes to offer a blessing to caregivers (including personal care
assistants, nurses, doctors, first responders and those caring for
loved ones) in their parishes during parish celebrations and
livestream broadcasts Sunday, Oct. 4.

Ignite Young Adult Ministry online reflection on the life of
Jesus and the disciples using the movie “The Chosen” begins
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saskatchewan time. Info:
https://ignite-canada.ca/watch-party-the-chosen

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family that during
this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal we will encounter and
proclaim Jesus Christ, and draw others into deeper intimacy
with the Lord.

https://rcdos.ca


Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 
Proclaim Christ: Reaching Out in Service
This week marks the beginning of the 2020 Bishop’s

Annual Appeal (BAA) in our diocese. In this year’s letter
to the faithful and in his BAA video message, Bishop
Mark Hagemoen observes that the Appeal is not about
the size of the gifts received, but rather about giving an
opportunity for everyone to participate in the mission to
Proclaim Christ. There are three ways to participate in
this year’s Appeal: first - PRAY for the success of the
Appeal; second - DONATE to the Appeal; third -

VOLUNTEER your time and talents to making phone
calls and reaching out to your fellow parishioners.

Your support of this year’s Appeal ensures that essential
educational, pastoral and compassionate ministries

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon — such as
hospital chaplaincy, evangelization and catechesis,
justice and peace, vocations, communications
and more — will continue to Proclaim Christ.

For more information or to give online, go to:
https://dscf.ca/baa

Are you called to serve as a
Catholic School Trustee?

The call has gone out for nominations for the school division
elections to be held Nov. 9, 2020. Nominations of candidates
for board members of Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools

(aka St. Paul’s Roman Catholic School Division No. 20)
and other Catholic school districts across the province
are now being accepted. Find more information about

running for Catholic School Trustee, and the requirements
and process for filing nomination papers at GSCS.ca website:
https://www.gscs.ca/board/Pages/Elections.aspx

2Public celebrations are gradually returning in our diocese as
restrictions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus are
eased. Check with your local parish for details, as arrangements
and protocols for attending Mass will vary, depending on the local
situation. Numbers are limited by health care directives. Bishop
Mark Hagemoen’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass
remains in place. Updates and resources related to COVID-19 are
on the diocesan website: https://rcdos.ca/Covid-19-updates.
Live-streaming of Mass by a number of priests in the diocese of
Saskatoon are posted online at https://saskatoonmass.com.
Parish support during difficult COVID-19 times: Online giving
is available at https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory for those who have
not yet returned to Mass but wish to continue to support their
parish. You are also able to direct support to a particular diocesan
ministry at https://dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support

Marriage Preparation (seven- week course) called “Christ in the
Middle” will be offered at St. Paul’s Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina
Cres. E., Saskatoon, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesdays, from Oct. 20
to Dec. 1. Space is limited due to social distancing. For more
details and to register, contact Pastoral Associate Angela Penna
at (306) 652-0033 or e-mail: apenna@stpaulcocathedral.ca

A Catholic Engaged Encounter weekend for couples preparing
for marriage will be held Oct. 23-25 at St. Peter's Abbey, Muenster,
SK. The weekend will be run according to the COVID-19 guidelines
set out by the provincial government. Registration: Elizabeth and
Deryk Meszaros at deryk200@hotmail.com or see the website:
https://ceewest.com/humboldt-muenster/

Who is Mary Magdalene? An Update! with Sr. Teresita Kambeitz,
OSU, will be offered online on Zoom from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Wednesday evenings, Oct. 7, 14 and 21, repeated 10 a.m. to noon
Thursday mornings, Oct. 8, 15 and 22. Register by calling Queen’s
House at (306) 242-1916 before the Oct. 5 deadline.

Stewardship of Creation Ecumenical Webinar with Dr. Volker
Greifenhagen, Anglican Bishop Chris Harper, Tashia Toupin of the
Archdiocese of Regina and others from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1. What do the Hebrew scriptures teach us about
the interconnectedness of humanity and all creation? What we can
learn from Canadian Indigenous spiritual tradition, Roman Catholic
social teachings, and other sources of wisdom? Register by
emailing Nick Jesson at njesson@archregina.sk.ca 

Message Board

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1 
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E-mail: kyaworski@rcdos.ca
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The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Impact of the Amazon Synod - Friday Oct 23, 2020 marks the
one-year anniversary of the Amazon Synod. The first of a three-
part online series will take place at 6:30 pm Oct. 23, to look at its
impact. Featured keynote speakers will be Archbishop Donald
Bolen and Harry Lafond. For more information contact Myron
Rogal at mrogal@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5841. 

Update your contact information with the Diocese of
Saskatoon Catholic Foundation to ensure you receive receipts
for your charitable donations and other timely and important
information:  https://dscf.ca/update-your-contact-info 

L'Arche Saskatoon is hiring! L’Arche Saskatoon seeking a
creative, engaging, and energetic individual to lead the workshop
program and supervise two home-based Activity Groups. Visit:
https://www.larche.ca/en/work-opportunities for job posting, or
contact Andrea (306) 229-5664; andrea@larchesaskatoon.org 

https://rcdos.ca/2020/04/25/covid-19-updates/
https://saskatoonmass.com
https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory/
https://dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support/
https://rcdos.ca
https://news.rcdos.ca


Sunday, Sep 27, 2020
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Still time to change your mind
One of the lovely things about having a mind is that you can
change it. A working brain takes in new information, reflects on
it, and makes connections. Sometimes the result is a revised
perspective on ideas you thought were chiseled in stone. People
of faith also pray for wisdom and inspiration, which can be
troubling prayers to have answered if you’re banking on the
status quo. Jesus told his followers that folks they had counted out
of the circle of grace were being counted in by God. A thoughtful
faith will be able to absorb the divine curveballs.

TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew
21:28-32 (136). “‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ He
said in reply, ‘I will not.’”

Monday, Sep 28, 2020
MEMORIAL OF LAWRENCE RUIZ AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
Make an offering of your life
Saint Lorenzo Ruiz, patron saint of the Philippines and the first
canonized Filipino martyr, died in 1637 and was elevated to
sainthood in 1987. A Dominican-educated altar boy who grew up
to become a clerk, marry, and have children, he was falsely
accused of murder and fled on a ship to Japan in the company of
missionaries. Once there, he was arrested and tortured for being a
Christian, but he refused to recant his faith and was executed,
saying, “Had I a thousand lives, all these to Him shall I offer.”
What sacrifices are you willing to make for your faith?

TODAY'S READINGS: Job 1:6-22; Luke 9:46-50 (455). “Whoever
receives me receives the one who sent me.”

Tuesday, Sep 29, 2020
FEAST OF MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS
Pray for heavenly healing
Some Christians call today “Michaelmass,” for Michael the
archangel. And indeed, among the three archangels the Catholic
Church honors today, the mighty Michael—depicted in art
battling Satan—is probably best known. Almost as well known is
Gabriel, who announces to Mary that she will conceive by the
power of the Holy Spirit and bear the Messiah. Raphael is least
familiar. But, as the angel most known for healing—his name
meaning “God’s medicine”—Raphael is arguably the heavenly
help we need right now. Ask for Saint Raphael’s intercession
today, to heal a world reeling from a pandemic.

TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7-12a;
John 1:47-51 (647). “You will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending.”

Wednesday, Sep 30, 2020
MEMORIAL OF JEROME, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Being a saint doesn’t make you perfect
Saint Jerome (345-420) is a highly regarded scholar of the church
who translated the Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek into
Latin. He was also a complex human being whose crabby nature
sometimes complicated his life. In other words, he was fully
human. In addition to his enduring Latin translation, called the
Vulgate, there are many homilies, quotes, letters, and
commentaries attributed to Jerome. This quote is one to
contemplate on his feast day: “It is our part to seek, His to grant
what we ask; ours to make a beginning, His to bring it to

completion; ours to offer what we can, His to finish what we
cannot.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Job 9:1-12, 14-16; Luke 9:57-62 (457). “Let my
prayer come before you, Lord. Daily I call upon you.”

Thursday, Oct 01, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS, VIRGIN, DOCTOR OF THE
CHURCH
Love greatly in small ways
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux is one of the most accessible role models
ever canonized. Her spirituality, affectionately known as the
“Little Way,” is a path anyone in any walk of life can follow
because its central tenet is simple (though not easy to follow!):
“What matters in life is not great deeds, but great love.” She lived
a short, quiet life as a French Carmelite nun, modeling the
conviction that people can live in profound union with God simply
by carrying out our daily tasks with a loving spirit. Choose one
task today that you can carry out with loving kindness.

TODAY'S READINGS: Job 19:21-27; Luke 10:1-12 (458). “Yet know
this: the kingdom of God is at hand.”

Friday, Oct 02, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS
Watching over you
The Catechism of the Catholic Church is clear about the
existence of angels. “The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal
beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls ‘angels’ is a truth of
faith. The witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of
Tradition.” In Genesis 16, Hagar’s angel rescues her. In Exodus
23, when God told Moses to lead the people, he said, “My angel
will go before you.” In Numbers 22, an angel kept the oracle
Balaam from the mistake of cursing Israel. Psalm 91 says that
God “commands his angels . . . to guard you wherever you go.”
In the Book of Tobit, young Tobias is accompanied by the
Archangel Raphael. Angels are the loving care of God personified
in celestial beings, God faithfully standing at our side. You can
call on angelic support in your time of need.

TODAY'S READINGS: Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 (459); Matthew 18:1-5,
10 (650). “Their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my
heavenly Father.”

Saturday, Oct 03, 2020
Divinely inspired
Job is a famous biblical character many of us can admire from a
distance but few would take the opportunity to imitate up close.
During a pandemic, however, all of us get to taste some of what
Job experienced. Job’s story invites us to examine a central
question: In whom or what do I place my trust? In a time of crisis,
we’re invited to dig down to a deeper truth underneath the
shifting conditions—the unconditional love of God for all of us,
regardless of the circumstances. Try offering your own love to
others unconditionally and learn something about how God
operates.

TODAY'S READINGS: Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Luke 10:17-24 (460). “I
had heard of you by word of mouth, but now my eye has seen you.”
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Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
September 27, 2020

Say Yes and Go Out
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

We can really relate to God when 
he repeats the people’s blame and 

accusations at him for not being fair. In 
moments of suffering or injustice, it’s 
easy to pass judgment and blame it all 
on God. It’s especially difficult when 
innocent and good people (ourselves 
included) suffer. We’re tempted to ask, 
“Aren’t you supposed to treat your 
friends better?” 

We only need to look at Marco 
Palmezzano’s painting Christ Bearing the 
Cross to reconsider our complaints. How 
have we treated God? 

Jesus was and is the most innocent of 
souls; no other being was or is as good 

as Jesus. No one was asked to suffer like 
him, and he suffered not to gain for 
himself but to pay our debt. Relating it 
to today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus is the son 
who, when asked to work in his Father’s 
vineyard, promptly said “yes” and went. 
Always obedient, always docile, always 
loving.

Watching Jesus, we hear the echo of 
St. Paul’s letter. Jesus humbly regarded his 
brothers and sisters as more than himself 
and was willing to go to the cross and 
win them back for the Father. Keep in 
mind, those siblings had destroyed family 
unity, squandered away their inheritance, 
sold their birthright, sold him into 
slavery with their sin, and very often 
refused his love. Yet “God proves his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

God knows his merciful justice well 
and can kindly and provokingly ask in 
Ezekiel 18:25, “Is it my way that is unfair? 
Are not your ways unfair?” +

No one was asked to suffer 
like Jesus, and he suffered 

not to gain for himself  
but to pay our debt.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Today let us look at our 
hands, so often empty of 
love, and let us try to think 
of some free gift that we 
can give without expecting 
anything in return. That will 
please the Lord. And let 
us ask him: “Lord, let me 
rediscover the joy of giving.”

Epiphany Sunday, January 6, 2018

Sunday Readings
Ezekiel 18:25–28
Since they turned away from all the 
sins they committed, they shall live.

Philippians 2:1–11 or 2:1-5
Do nothing out of selfishness or  
out of vainglory; rather, humbly 
regard others as more important 
than yourselves.

Matthew 21:28–32
[Jesus said,] “Tax collectors and 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God before you.”

• Am I fair to God by giving 
him thanksgiving, adoration, 
and obedience for his love?

• Am I fair to others by offering 
them gratitude and humble 
kindness?
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I Have No Hands But Yours
By Johan van Parys

My mother was big on two major 
cleaning efforts each year. The 

first was Easter cleaning—she argued 
that just as our souls needed cleansing in 
preparation for Easter, so did our home. 
The second was a fall cleaning that 
coincided with the St. Michael Summer, 
named for the September 29 feast of the 
archangels.

Our share in these week-
long adventures was a thorough 
reorganization of our closets. We were 
instructed to remove every item, discern 
what we wanted to keep or toss, and then 
organize all that remained. To this day, I 
have a perfectly organized closet. 

Over the years I’ve come to appreciate 
my mom’s connection between the 
physical cleansing of our home and the 
spiritual cleansing of our heart and soul. 
As Christians, we’re called to search our 
soul to rid ourselves of everything that 
keeps us from sharing more perfectly in 
the Body of Christ. We do this mostly as 
individuals, but from time to time even 
the Church takes stock of where we’ve 
come from, where we are today, and 
where we’re going.

This kind of spiritual exercise is 
necessary because being Christian isn’t 
always easy. Neither is being the Church, 
especially in a constantly changing and 
challenging world. Some people are 

trying to take the Church in a direction 
that makes it difficult to reconcile with 
the gospel. Others call for a return to the 
past, giving in to a false nostalgia for a 
Church they never knew and that may 
never have existed. Both responses are 
ill-fated—we can’t go back to the past, 
and we ought to be true to the gospel.

The only way forward in this age—as 
in every age—is to engage completely 
and openly with the world while using 
the gospel as our compass. The essence 
of our message never changes. However, 
the language we use to express it ought to 
change constantly. Like everything else, 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
September 28–October 3

Monday, Weekday:  
Jb 1:6–22 / Lk 9:46–50 

Tuesday, Sts. Michael, Gabriel,  
and Raphael: Dn 7:9–10, 13–14  
or Rv 12:7–12a / Jn 1:47–51

Wednesday, St. Jerome:  
Jb 9:1–12, 14–16 / Lk 9:57–62

Thursday, St. Thérèse of the Child 
Jesus: Jb 19:21–27 / Lk 10:1–12

Friday, Holy Guardian Angels:  
Jb 38:1, 12–21; 40:3–5 / Mt 18:1–5, 10

Saturday, Weekday:  
Jb 42:1–3, 5–6, 12–17 / Lk 10:17–24

Lord, I am grateful for your 
example of humble service  

toward others. Help me to be  
a humble and loving person 

toward all people.
From Grateful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

our spiritual lives necessarily evolve—
and so does the Church’s. The alternative 
is a slow but sure spiritual demise. 

I wish my spiritual home were in as 
good order as my physical home is. I 
still hear my mother’s voice asking me to 
clean my room and cleanse my soul. And 
I take solace in the statue of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus that stands abandoned 
in a small Italian village. Due to years 
of neglect, the statue is badly in need of 
repair; it’s cracked, and both hands are 
missing. Someone hung a sign around 
its neck that says, “I have no hands but 
yours.” This image and invitation should 
prompt us to analyze our lives so we 
might be better Christians. 

We’re called to do this to realize that 
Christ’s invitation is to be his hands, his 
feet, and his heart. +



Lay Formation Alumni Fall Gathering 

 

The Healing Ministry of Christ  

and His Church 
 

Guest Speaker:  Fr. Mark Miller CSsR 

 
Welcoming graduates from past programs: 

Aboriginal Stream - Diocesan Stream – Eparchial Stream 

and the general public 

  
When: Saturday, November 7, 2020  

 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 Registration deadline: Thursday November 5 

 

Where: Queen’s House Retreat & Renewal Centre     

 601 Taylor Street West, Saskatoon, SK 

 and 

 Also being offered virtually using Zoom – the link will be provided following 

registration 

 

Costs: In-Person participation at Queen’s House – includes refreshments and lunch 

• General Public: $55/person 

• Alumni: 10% discount (see page 2 for contact information) 

  

 Virtual participation using Zoom (the Zoom code will be sent to you) 

• General public: $45/person 

• Alumni: 10% discount (see page 2 for contact information) 

 

Register:  Please go to the Queen’s House Website – programming page: 

http://www.queenshouse.org/?page_id=4399 and follow the steps to 

complete on-line registration and payment 

 or 

  Contact Queen’s House for assistance (you will likely need to leave a message): 

  306-242-1916; receptionist@queenshouse.org  

 

Please see page 2 for additional information 

http://www.queenshouse.org/?page_id=4399
mailto:receptionist@queenshouse.org


Schedule 

Morning: 

9:00 a.m. Welcome & Opening Prayer 

9:15  Session 1 – Fr. Mark Miller 

11:00  Break for time away, lunch and self-care 

 

Afternoon: 

1:00 p.m. Session 2 – Fr. Mark Miller 

2:30  Closing Prayer - presentation ends 

3:00  Lay Formation Alumni Annual General Meeting 

• In-person at Queen’s House 

• Virtually via Zoom 

4:30  Event Concludes 

 

Presenter:  Fr. Mark Miller, CSsR, the Provincial of the English-speaking 

Redemptorists in Canada, is an ethicist with the Centre for Clinical Ethics 

which serves St. Joseph’s Health Centre, St. Michael’s Hospital, and 

Providence Healthcare Care in Toronto. He received a doctorate in Moral 

Theology from the University of Notre Dame and spent sixteen years as a clinical bioethicist with 

St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon and the Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan.  As an 

educator, Father Mark has taught and given workshops for Catholic colleges and adult 

formation programs, as well as for Catholic teachers and many health care practitioners. He is 

passionate about Catholic and faith-based health care, palliative and hospice care, and parish 

nursing. 

 

 

 

Discount Code for Alumni: 

This code will be in the September Alumni newsletter,  

or call Marjorie, 306-249-0684 

 


