WHAT WOULD
JESUS DO?

‘Do not be conformed to
this world, but be
transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what
is the will of God’
Romans 12.2

22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 30, 2020

Romans 12:1-2

Mindful of God
The world wants your mind. Advertisers want your business. Companies want your allegiance. Ball teams want your
loyalty. Designers want you wearing their clothes. Car dealers want you driving their vehicles. Hollywood wants you
to be promiscuous. Politicians convince you they will make you happier and wealthier. The world wants your mind.
The Christian message battles hard against the influences of this world. Love for one’s neighbor means sharing with
those who have less. The doctrine of forgiveness means making peace with enemies. The call to prayer means
Sundays are for worship. It is a hard message to sell in a world that wants your mind.
St. Paul tells the Romans, “Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of God.”
If we are to detach ourselves from the temptations of this world, we must attach ourselves to the will of God. We
discern the will of God by the renewal of our minds.
How can you do that? How can you find strength to be loyal to God above the lures of the world? God will help you
in mercy, but God asks for something in return: the sacrifice of your very selves, the willingness to please God by
your actions. God wants your mind too. ~Paul Turner, www.rpinet.com

Alleluia. Alleluia. May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might know the hope to which we are called. Alleluia. Ephesians 1.17-18

Spiritual Communion
Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the altar. I love
You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my
soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into
my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You, Amen.”

Holy Spirit Parish
114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190

Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email or appointment
only.
Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca
Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a
time and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email:
Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

SaskatoonMass.com will be live streaming Masses within the Diocese of Saskatoon. Check this website out for
Sunday Mass times.
Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday August 30 will be at 12 noon.

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful
•

Pastoral Associates:
Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca

•

Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca

•

Faith Formation
Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca

•

Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca
Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca
Finance Committee:
Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka

•

•

•

Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

•
•

For the Church: that the Holy Spirit will stir in us the
desire to give witness to God and to courageously
follow the example of Jesus, we pray to the Lord.
For those who govern nations: that they seek the path
of justice in all their judgements and decisions so that
the Gospel is lived out in all their actions, we pray to
the Lord.
For all who are discouraged by the burdens of life:
especially during this pandemic; that the
compassionate love of God will renew our hearts and
lead us through this struggle, we pray to the Lord.
For all who live amidst civil discord and conflict: that
each person may respect the human dignity of each
other and find ways to address the heart of the real
issues of the strife in our world, we pray to the Lord.
For teachers, administrators, students and parents: that
as they prepare to begin a new school year they
experience enthusiasm to welcome this new academic
year and that all will remain safe, we pray to the Lord.
For each of us: that God will help us lay down our
lives in sacrificial love toward our families and those
in need so that they may be enriched and experience
God’s compassionate care, we pray to the Lord.
For the sick; Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche
Kolojay, Bijoy Lookose, Loretta Clark, Patricia
Wollbaum, Jean Louis Mahy, Rose Rogers, Dominic
Zyla, Theresa Matiakis, Maureen Tynan, Concepcion
Pangilinan, we pray to the Lord.
For Susana Velasco Cruz and Stan Matkowski on their
anniversaries of death, we pray to the Lord
For Julien Haudegand and all who have died and for
those who mourn them, we pray to the Lord.

Prayers and condolences to:
•
•
•
•

Lorna, Rosalind, Albert and families on the death of mother, grandmother and great-grandmother
Lorna (Goldie) Carroll.
Muriel and family on the death of husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather Marvin
Davidson.
Isabella, Michael, Caroline, Nicole, Fiona and families on the death of mother and grandmother
Josephine Bertrand.
The family of Julien Haudegand.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in God’s peace.

MINISTRY OF CARE
“I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and
delivered me from all my fears.” Psalm 34
Although we are not currently working in the parish office or making home visits, Ministry of Care is still at work,
supporting you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and email. Please let us know if someone
needs our attention. If you need assistance, have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or
simply wish to be in touch with us to talk with someone, please:
Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care. Your call will be forwarded to us.
In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #.
email: Kelly Wormsbecker
Charlene Nijhawan

kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
cnijhawan@rcdos.ca

INFANT BAPTISM
If you have had a child in the past
few months and would like him/
her to be baptized, or are
expecting a baby I would love to
hear from you! We were not
baptizing babies for a few months
but we are able to do so once
again. We are baptizing children one family at a time. If
this is not your first child and you have attended baptism
prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need
to take prep again. If this is your first child please call
and we can arrange for prep sessions and the
celebration. Please contact Sharon at 306-374-1425 or
email spowell@rcdos.ca.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR
ADULTS
Thinking
about
becoming
Catholic or just want to inquire
about the Catholic faith? Contact
Arch McKay, RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
coordinator,
call
306
373-0993
or
email
amckay@rcdos.ca
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples
but also for couples considering engagement and
marriage. For information and to register for the next
session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or
email ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905
Put your Faith into Action!

President - Andrea Gelleta
Phone: 306 249-4076

Join the Knights of Columbus

Get membership info:On-line: KofC.org/joinUs
Or Phone:
James Nestman (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

St Raymond Nonnatus—Feast Day August 31

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays

~Outside in the church parking lot

Sunday Mass

Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass: August 30 @ 12:00 noon

Act of Contrition (alternate form)
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you whom I should love
above all things.

Check out Catholic Online for more trivia
and stories on the Saints

I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever
leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In
his name, my God, have mercy.

You must be prescheduled with

Sign Up Genius

(click the link) or call the parish office (306-374-1425)
Sunday August 16 - August 23: Envelopes and Other: $2904.90

Preauthorized: $6,415.83 Loose: $104.25

Our church still needs to be maintained during the pandemic and no donation is too small. If you are able to give,
please choose one of the methods below. If you have any questions please call the office 306-374-1425. Thank you!
Please note: Unfortunately we can not accept foreign currency of any kind (coins included).
Alternate ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with
any special offering designation.

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7

Back to School September 8th!
Teachers are amazing people.

Many make a lasting
impression on us and have often made a difference in our
lives. Most likely, you’re able to look back with fondness
for a particular teacher who encouraged you to dream big
or helped you hone a specific skill. Perhaps your favorite
teacher gently supported you as you struggled to grasp a
certain concept and then celebrated with you when it
finally ‘clicked.’
In many ways, teachers are a bright light, a friendly face,
and a gentle guide. Day in and day out, they teach and
mold the hearts and minds of our loved ones. Over the past few months, in the face of COVID 19, our
educators worked tirelessly to provide educational and personal support for our students. I know this first
hand because I witnessed this day after day with my own two daughters, being guided by their
teachers. I can not thank them enough for all they did for my girls and I am sure many of our families feel
the same way. The very least we can do is offer our support, respect, and prayers that they would remain
strong in the Lord as they prepare for the school year ahead.

Lord, we recognize that prayer for teachers, support staff, and school administrators is essential.
Please help our educators to have strength and perseverance this upcoming school year. We ask that
You would also give clarity so that they can focus on academics and imparting knowledge and wisdom
on the children. Please help the school year to move smoothly for everyone this year. In Jesus’ name
we pray, Amen.
We also must recognize those who choose to homeschool their children. They too, are educators
deserving of a blessing:

Lord, please guide home educators as they teach their children this year. Homeschooling is an
amazing and beautiful experience — one that can equip children in their own homes. Please help
provide strength, clarity and perseverance as parents provide educational and social needs to their
children. Please give them energy and Your grace as they navigate the process. In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen.
Celena Komarnicki
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Food Donations
We are still taking food donations! Because of the
pandemic people have asked if they can still donate.
If you are able to donate please bring your non perishables
to the church anytime between 8:30 am and 3:15 pm
Monday through Friday. If you are attending Mass you can
leave your donation in the provided bin. Food donations
go to Guadalupe House where they distribute to the needy.
They truly appreciate our support, Thank You!

We need volunteers!
In order to increase our numbers we will need more Ushers/Clean up and Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion (Eucharistic Ministry). If you are attending Mass and are already part of the Hospitality or
Eucharistic ministries we need you! If you’re not please consider volunteering for one of these ministries.

Here’s how:
• call the parish office 306-374-1425
(please leave a voice message!) or
• email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Online Resources
Catholic Online has so much information for
parents, grandparents, caregivers, teachers etc. Find out
about Saints, Angels, Feast Days, the Rosary and the
Click the image or this link for a traditional Rosary
https://therosary.online/

Click this image for a quick
straight forward ‘let’s do this’
Rosary in 15 minutes! Amen!

This Rosary with Dana and
Fr. Kevin Scallon C.M. is great
if you want a bit of meditation
before each decade and music.
Click the image to hear it on
Spotify or click this link to
listen and see images on You
Tube: Rosary with Dana and
Fr. Kevin Scallon

Going Away?
go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Bring the whole family to Serena Saskatchewan’s eighth annual Run for the Family. Choose to run

or walk 1km, 3km, or 5km. Choose between 1) LIVE: Saturday, September 12th, 2020, at Meewasin Park North in
Saskatoon; strollers welcome; course will be open from 9-11am; choose your start time or 2) REMOTE: Thursday,
Sept.10- Sunday Sept.13; trail and time of your choice. Register at www.runningroom.com by Wednesday, September
9th or Saturday, August 29th for early bird rates; family rate available. Receive registration goodie bags, post-race
treats, and medals for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place in each event. Pledges can be collected in support of SERENA; prizes awarded
(20% of collection). If you cannot attend, please consider making a donation to Serena Saskatchewan. For more info,
contact sask@serena.ca or text 306-291-3288.
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,
in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle – Everyone is welcome to
this Cenacle Holy Hour, which consists of adoration, the rosary,
benediction, hymns and various prayers, 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
3 at St. Michael Catholic Church, #18-33rd St. E., Saskatoon. A
Diocesan Cenacle of Prayer will also be held at 3 pm. Wednesday,
Sept. 9 at St. Paul Co-Cathedral, 720 Spadina Cr., Saskatoon. For
more information, please contact Edna at: (306) 382-1680.
The 2020-21 school year begins Sept. 8 - Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools (GSCS) has developed a plan to help ensure the
health and safety of students and staff when school begins on
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. The GSCS Return-to-School Plan includes:
• public health measures;
• changes to physical learning environments;
• limiting physical interactions between student groups;
• a focus on personal hygiene to protect self and others;
• the use of personal protective equipment such as masks;
• supports for students.
Online education options are available. Register at your local
Catholic school. The complete plan can be found on the GSCS
website at: https://www.gscs.ca/News/.

Live or Remote: the 8th Annual Serena Saskatchewan “Run
for the Family” - Bring the whole family to Serena Saskatchewan’s
eighth annual Run for the Family. Choose to run or walk 1km, 3km,
or 5km. LIVE: Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, at Meewasin Park North
in Saskatoon; strollers welcome; course will be open from 9-11am;
choose your start time. REMOTE: Thursday, Sept. 10 to Sunday,
Sept.13 - trail and time of your choice. Register for events online
at www.events.runningroom.com/site/17097 by Sept. 9. (A
family rate is available.) Participants receive registration “goodie
bags,” as well as medals for top finishers in each event. Pledges
can be collected in support of SERENA; with fund-raising prizes
awarded. If you cannot attend, consider making a donation to Serena
Saskatchewan in support of Natural Family Planning outreach to
couples. Contact sask@serena.ca or text (306) 291-3288.
From Mourning to Dawn is the diocesan grief support group for
widows and widowers. Program facilitators (who have experienced
the death of a marriage partner) engage with participants on an
eight-week journey of transformation and healing, offering support
and encouragement for bereaved spouses. Open to participants
who have been widows/widowers between two months and two
years, the program will be offered as either an afternoon session
or an evening session, held every Tuesday at the Catholic Pastoral
Centre, on the second floor of the Cathedral of the Holy Family,
123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, beginning Tuesday, Sept. 15 and
ending Nov. 3, 2020. Sessions will abide by COVID-19 restrictions.
Cost of this program is $35. To register or for more information,
contact Dianna Knaus at dknaus@sasktel.net or (306) 382-0535.

Indigenous Pastoral &
Lay Leader Ministry Education

(Icon of the Sacred Heart 2017 in
collaboration with Romeo Crow Chief of
Siksika Nation, written by Andre J. Prevost)

Jointly sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Saskatoon, St. Thomas More College, and Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools, the Indigenous Pastoral & Lay Leader
Ministry Education is a continuing education program for
Catholic Indigenous and non-Indigenous clergy and lay
ministers, led by teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous
instructors, modelling respectful and reconciling relationships.

Why take the program?

•To participate in a concerted effort to answer the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission's Call to Action.
•To learn about the history of the interaction between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Peoples including the impact of Roman
Catholic missionaries on Indigenous communities.
•To discuss areas of culture convergence/divergence.
•To further Catholic social and moral teachings.
•To support the building of right relationship between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Catholics in Western Canada.
Who should take this program?
Clergy / Lay ecclesial ministers / Catechists /
Catholic school teachers / Youth / Family ministry leaders
Schedule and Registration:
Course 1 (Introduction to First Nations Studies) will be held
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on nine Tuesday afternoons,
from Sept. 22 to Nov. 17, 2020.
Future courses will include: Course 2 (Indigenous-Settler
Relationship) Jan. 11 to March 12, 2021;
Course 3 (Contemporary Effects of Colonization) March 29 to
May 28, 2021; and Course 4 (Reconciliation: the Church and
Indigenous Peoples) Sept. 20 to Nov. 19, 2021.
COST: $200 for each course.
Register for Course 1 online at:
https://rcdos.ca/indigenous-ministry-education
or contact programs@rcdos.ca or (306) 659-5831

Message Board

Public celebrations are gradually returning in our diocese as
restrictions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus are
eased. Check with your local parish for details, as arrangements
and protocols for attending Mass will vary, depending on the local
situation. Numbers are limited by health care directives. Bishop
Mark Hagemoen’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass
remains in place. Updates and resources related to COVID-19 are
on the diocesan website: https://rcdos.ca/Covid-19-updates.
Live-streaming of Mass by a number of priests in the diocese of
Saskatoon are posted online at https://saskatoonmass.com.
Parish support during difficult COVID-19 times: Online giving
is available at https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory for those who have
not yet returned to Mass but wish to continue to support their
parish. You are also able to direct support to a particular diocesan
ministry at https://dscf.ca/designated-ministry-support

Saskatoon CWL Clothing Depot will now be open to receive
donations of good used clothing and household items on
Thursdays from 10 am to 2 p.m. Please bring donations to the back
door of the CWL Clothing Depot, which is located at 619-20th
Street, Saskatoon. At this time, weekly pick-up donations are NOT
available. Watch for further information as the CWL Clothing Depot
gradually opens in a safe and timely manner, starting with two days
per week (measures in place for COVID 19 distancing, etc.).

CWL National Convention August 2024: Saskatoon will host
the National Catholic Women's League Convention in August 2024,
and the planning committee is seeking volunteers to be part of
planning this event. There are a wide variety of sub-committees,
such as liturgy planning, fundraising, registration, tourism,
decorating, etc. If you are interested in joining the planning team,
Contact saskatoonconvention2024@gmail.com or (306) 220-9520.

Bible Quizzing - Youth in Grades 7-12 are invited to join a
Catholic Bible Quizzing team in the fall, memorizing verses from
the Gospel of Matthew and competing in ecumenical Quizzing
Meets organized by the Alliance Church. The program will run
digitally or in-person, depending on public health recommendation
as the year progresses. Any interested quizzers or parents can
contact Leah Perrault by phone/text at (306) 291-3458 for info.

Sanctum is a hospice and transitional care home in Saskatoon
that provides around-the-clock transitional care for HIV positive
persons who have social and high-risk behaviors and conditions,
including homelessness, that prevent them from properly caring for
themselves. Sanctum 1.5 is an HIV pre-natal care home that
supports high risk, HIV-positive pregnant women. The goal is to
prevent the transmission of HIV to the unborn baby throughout
pregnancy and at birth and to provide support in planning for the
unborn baby though an integrated model of care. Since opening
Sanctum 1.5 on Oct 2, 2018:
• 37 mothers have received care,
• 6 mothers are currently in the Sanctum 1.5 program,
• 21 children are with their mothers in the community,
• 9 children are with their kin,
• 24 additional children of mothers who have graduated the
program have been returned to their mother's care.
Since this year’s “Sanctum Survivor” major fund-raising event
was cancelled because of COVID-19, extra support is needed to
continue these much-needed services. For more information about
how to help please see: https://sanctumcaregroup.com
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Grow Hope Saskatchewan

Please pray for the safety of farmers and for a

bountiful harvest! There is still time to participate
in Grow Hope Saskatchewan 2020 by sponsoring
acreage to feed hungry people around the globe.

Generous farmers in Saskatchewan have donated land and
agreed to grow a crop for Grow Hope Saskatchewan. It costs
about $300 per acre to provide seed, fertilizer, fuel and other
inputs. You are invited to sponsor a partial acre, full acre or
multiple acres to help cover these costs. After harvest, the
farmers will sell the crop and donate the proceeds to Canadian
Foodgrains Bank to feed hungry people around the world.

Visit Grow Hope on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/GrowHopeSK/
or to learn more or to donate online please go to:
www.growhopesk.ca

Cheques to “Grow Hope Saskatchewan” can also be mailed
to the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation (“Attention:
Grow Hope 2020”), 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, S7S 1H1.

For more information contact Myron at: mrogal@rcdos.ca

Season of Creation 2020 - From Sept. 1 to Oct. 4, Christians all
over the world celebrate the Season of Creation, as well as the
Day of Creation on Sept. 1. Each year, an ecumenical steering
committee suggests a theme to unify Christian communities in their
celebration of the season. The suggested theme for 2020 is
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.” This particular
year, the need for just and sustainable systems has been revealed
by the far-reaching effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic. We
yearn for the moral imagination that accompanies the biblical vision
of Jubilee. Find more information at https://seasonofcreation.org
Faith in Action: Civic Engagement for Climate Justice — Are
you ready to take action on the twin crises of climate change and
COVID-19? Join Earthkeepers for an online panel discussion 7 pm
(SK time), Wednesday, Sept. 9 with Christine Boyle (Vancouver
City Councillor) and Karri Munn-Venn (Senior Policy Analyst for
Citizens for Public Justice) exploring why followers of Christ should
pursue civic action for justice and how to best advocate for change
in our churches and local communities. See: www.cpj.ca/events

The Diocesan Bulletin is a publication
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1
Phone: (306) 242-1500 or Toll free: 1-877-661-5005
E-mail: kyaw or s k i@r cd o s . ca

Website: h t t ps:/ / rcdo s.ca News: h t t ps:/ / n ews.rcdo s.ca
The communications office is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Sunday, Aug 30, 2020

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Take the road that leads to glory
Suffering is no one’s first choice. But some things are worth
suffering for. When women give birth, when parents head off to
sometimes grueling employment, when soldiers defend against
aggressors, when missionaries leave their homeland, when young
adults embrace religious vocations, they all accept that a certain
amount of pain and loss will accompany these decisions. So Jesus
accepts that the way to defeat the grip of sin and death is through
a bitter reckoning in Jerusalem. Peter wanted a safer route and a
happy ending. But sometimes the happy ending is only reached
by the road we’re avoiding.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah

20:7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 16:2127 (124). “You are thinking not as God does, but as humans do.”

Monday, Aug 31, 2020
Read to me
“When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself
speaks to his people,” says the General Instruction of the Roman
Missal. What an honor then to be a reader at Mass! The Missal
recommends that readers be “people who are truly suited to
carrying out this function and carefully prepared, so that by their
hearing the readings from the sacred texts the faithful may
conceive in their hearts a sweet and living affection for Sacred
Scripture.” Are you up to the task? Consider volunteering to
proclaim the word of God in your parish if you are able, and in
any case, thank those who already do so.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

2:1-5; Luke 4:16-30 (431). “Today
this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Tuesday, Sep 01, 2020
WORLD DAY FOR PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION

Be a breath of fresh air
How do we pray for creation’s care? First, we praise the Creator,
who shines in every tree, drop of water, patch of sunlight. God’s
meticulous, elegant creation nourishes us with food and sustains
us with beauty. Second, we educate ourselves to the “urgent
challenge to protect our common home," as Pope Francis puts it
in Laudato si'. Third, we join prayer with action. Understanding
the damage of climate change, air and water pollution, loss of
biodiversity, consider: What to do personally? As a family? A
neighborhood? A church? A nation?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

2:10b-16; Luke 4:31-37 (432).
“They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with
authority.”

Wednesday, Sep 02, 2020
Let them come unto us
One of the many striking features of Jesus’ ministry is the fact
that he turned no one away. Whether at a meal or preaching and
teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone to share in the experience.
All who needed counsel or healing received it, regardless of rank
or stature. Contrast this with policies in so many areas of society
that restrict those who can receive services, support, and aid.
What does it mean to really follow Jesus? At the least it means
following his example and building a society that discriminates
less, shares more, and places the emphasis on responding to the
needs of all people rather than the desires of a few.

3:1-9; Luke 4:38-44 (433). “At
sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them
to him. He laid his hands on each of them and cured them.”

Thursday, Sep 03, 2020
MEMORIAL OF GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Dynasty, the papal version
Gregory was born around 540 in Rome, in an era when priests
were still allowed to marry. Born into Roman nobility, he came
with quite a clerical pedigree, including at least one papal
ancestor, Pope Felix II, who reigned a century before Gregory
was chosen pope by acclamation (another tradition of that era) in
590. We don’t memorialize Gregory for his lineage, however, but
rather for his humility. He preferred monastic life to high office,
resisted the trappings of power, and referred to himself as a
“servant” of God—language that was unprecedented coming from
a member of the nobility. We can thank Gregory not because he
was great, but because he was good.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

3:18-23; Luke 5:1-11 (434). “Put
out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”

Friday, Sep 04, 2020
Have faith in a historical perspective
Marriage customs were quite different in biblical times than they
are now, involving some customs that today would seem
unsavory, to say the least, such as death by stoning for women
who failed to pass a "proof of virginity" test during the
consummation of a marriage. Of course, no such proof was
available or expected of the groom. Not every custom from
biblical days deserves to be admired, much less perpetuated. A
historical approach to biblical literature helps us separate the
wheat from the chaff in our heritage.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

4:1-5; Luke 5:33-39 (435). “Can
you make the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with
them?”

Saturday, Sep 05, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

She stood fast while others fled
The tradition of dedicating Saturdays not already set aside as
memorials to Mary dates to the ninth century. Though the origins
of the tradition are not clear, Saturdays serve to remind us that
Mary was steadfast in her witness in the dark time between
Jesus’ Good Friday Crucifixion and his Easter Sunday
Resurrection. Mary neither fled nor denied the son she loved and
followed. We can recall her resolute discipleship today and every
Saturday and commit ourselves to stand vigilant in our own faith,
even if at times we stand alone.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

4:6b-15; Luke 6:1-5 (436). “Have
you not read what David did when he and those who were with him
were hungry?”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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The Salvation He Offers

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Homes for the elderly…
should be the “sanctuaries”
of humanity where one who
is old and weak is cared
for and protected….It is so
good to go visit an elderly
person! Look at our children:
sometimes we see them
listless and sad; they go
visit an elderly person and
become joyful!

O

nce Peter is called “the rock” for his
faith, he turns and dissuades Jesus
from the cross. Jesus responds sternly:
“Get behind me, Satan!”
Jesus reveals two important things
here. First, that Satan exists. Satan is
very interested in going unnoticed, yet
Jesus calls him out and makes Peter (and
us) aware. The Bible is full of references
to the devil. Popular culture also has
focused on evil spirits—fascinated as it
is with the occult, vampires, and the like.
It seems to bear evil out more (and proﬁt
more from it) than some Catholics in the
pews!
The second truth is that Satan

Sunday Readings
Jeremiah 20:7–9

All day long I am an object of
laughter; / everyone mocks me.

Romans 12:1–2
Be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that you may discern
what is the will of God.

Matthew 16:21–27
[Jesus said,] “Get behind me, Satan!
You are an obstacle to me. You are
thinking not as God does, but as
human beings do.”

can inﬂuence our thinking. I’m not
referring to diabolical possession,
which is a reality, but the more common
temptations to lower our aspirations and
to conform our thinking to a faithless
perspective.
The painting Satan Before the Lord
by Corrado Giaquinto, which depicts
Satan asking and receiving permission to
tempt Job, focuses on this reality of evil.
Satan knows our hearts and ﬁnds just
the right strategy to lead us away from
God. It usually involves one of the vices
(lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy,
or pride). Just like when Satan tempts
Peter, he wants us to reject the demands
of the cross, for he knows the cross is the
instrument of his demise.
When God permits temptations to
assail us or the effects of evil to touch
our lives, we should respond humbly, as
Job and Peter did. If God permits evil, it
is only because he trusts us to love him
sincerely—not just for the blessings he
sends, but because of the salvation he
offers. +

Satan knows our hearts and
ﬁnds just the right strategy
to lead us away from God.
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Meeting with the elderly,
September 28, 2014

•

How are you tempted by
the enemy of your soul?

•

Are you ever convinced you
aren’t being tempted at all?

Service: Our Path to Joy
By Bishop Robert F. Morneau

J

esus taught by word
and deed. In his
Sermon on the Mount he
delivers words that point
to the path of happiness.
Blessed are the poor in
spirit, the peacemakers,
those who hunger and
thirst for justice, the
merciful. The Beatitudes
sketch out in exquisite
detail the Christian map
for happiness.
In the Gospel of John we are given
a humble, simple, hospitable deed of
washing feet. After he is finished, Jesus—
knowing that the disciples lacked full
understanding—urges them into action:
“Blessed are you if you do it” [washing of
feet and Jesus’ other teachings] (13:17b).
We have here a highly pragmatic path
to happiness. In doing the loving thing
and reaching out to others in service,
we participate in the inner life of Jesus.
By doing what Jesus did, we enter into a
blessed way of life.
Conventional wisdom finds this
absurd. The cultural messages we get
would have us believe that happiness lies
in “doing it my way.” We’re often told,
“You only go around once, so grab as
much as you can get,” and, “The one who
dies with the most toys wins.” Biblical
wisdom proclaims that blessedness lies in
surrendering to God’s will, in service to
others, in washing another’s feet.
How do we do this? We wash one
another’s feet by stopping to help a

WEEKDAY
READINGS
August 31–September 5

August 30, 2020

stranded motorist or
holding the hand of a
dying person. We wash
one another’s feet when
we attempt to change
unjust systems, when
we strive to end world
hunger, when social
justice and the gospel
become our priority.
The happiness and
blessedness that Jesus
proposes is not living
well, feeling good, or staying in our
comfort zones. This gospel living is risky
business.

Missing the Point
It is consoling to see that the disciples
often struggled to understand what
Jesus was about. Peter saw suffering as
inappropriate to Jesus’ life. James and
John would have God send down fire
upon an inhospitable Samaritan town.
Thomas didn’t believe reports that Jesus
had risen. We should not be surprised
if we, too, find it difficult to equate
blessedness with a life of service. Every
day we should pray for two things: the
knowledge to understand Jesus’ teaching,
and the courage to put it into action.
If we are to become disciples, we can’t
just give a portion of our time, talent, and
treasure to God The cost of discipleship
involves the giving of self. Since we are
made in the likeness of a self-giving God,
our vocation is to strive in grace to image
the God who made us.

One simple, concrete expression
of this self-giving love that leads to
blessedness is the washing of feet. It is a
symbol of a large reality, God’s kingdom:
being totally for others, whatever their
needs. In serving one another, we serve
the Lord and become like Jesus.

Bountiful Byproducts
Those who serve as Jesus did experience
an indescribable joy because through
that service—be it the washing of feet,
the giving of a cup of cold water, a word
of affection—we are bonded to Christ
and the community. In that bonding
lies happiness, and from it flows two
byproducts: joy and peace.
Concluding prayer: Lord, sometimes we
just don’t get it. Help us to understand
that by caring for others we further your
kingdom. Do not let us pursue a false
blessedness through a life of self-seeking.
Rather, draw us into your life and
ministry. Therein we will do your will
and know your peace. +

Lord, your resurrection conquered
sin and death. Give me the strength
to overcome pride so I can become
a humble servant of your love
and peace.
From Faithful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage and
Mary Ann McSweeny

Monday, Weekday:
1 Cor 2:1–5 / Lk 4:16–30

Thursday, St. Gregory the Great:
1 Cor 3:18–23 / Lk 5:1–11

Wednesday, Weekday:
1 Cor 3:1–9 / Lk 4:38–44

Saturday, Weekday:
1 Cor 4:6b–15 / Lk 6:1–5

Tuesday, Weekday:
1 Cor 2:10b–16 / Lk 4:31–37

Friday, Weekday:
1 Cor 4:1–5 / Lk 5:33–39
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