‘May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us,
That your way may be known upon earth your saving power among all nations.’

Psalm 67

Perugino, Christ Giving the Keys of the Kingdom to St. Peter, Sistine Chapel, 1481-83

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 23, 2020

Romans 11:33-36

Rich in Wisdom
We cannot completely figure God out. God dwells in ultimate mystery. We believe strongly in God’s presence, and
we experience this divine majesty in spiritual ways. But we do not understand it or fully grasp it.
God created with unending variety. Consider the many plants and flowers in bloom, the various animals that roam the
earth, the fish that swim, and the birds that fly. Consider the differences in human beings alive today and in
generations past. Consider the stars of the sky and the planets unseen. God’s creativity knows no end.
In the course of our lives we sometimes question God’s judgments, but we also stand in awe at our blessings. God
has given us the gift of life in the midst of a wondrous creation. God has given us freedom to choose our actions, to
develop good friends, and to pray in faith.
Life brings its challenges, but in the end, all of life is in God’s hands. St. Paul tells the Romans, “Oh, the depth of the
riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!”
We cannot completely figure God out. We do not always know why God creates the good and tolerates the evil we
see. But it is not ours to know. It is not ours to understand. It is ours to be in awe. It is ours to give glory. It is God’s
to be rich in wisdom. ~ Written by Paul Turner, www.rpinet.com

Alleluia. Alleluia. You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church;
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. Alleluia. Matthew 16.18

Holy Spirit Parish

Spiritual Communion
Prayer
“My Jesus, I believe that
You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You
into my soul.
Since I cannot at this
moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart ...
I embrace You as if
You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You,
Amen.”

114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7
Phone 306 374-1425 • Fax 306 374-3190
Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email or appointment
only.
Office email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Website holyspiritsaskatoon.ca
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
Phone 306 242-1500
Website rcdos.ca
Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions you
must sign yourself up to attend. Click this link to schedule a
time and date for yourself: Sign Up Genius
12 noon Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed.
Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot
Any other time by appointment call
Call: 306-374-1425 or email:
Pastor
Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca
Associate Pastor
Rev. Phong Pham ppham@rcdos.ca

SaskatoonMass.com will be live streaming Masses within
the Diocese of Saskatoon. Check this website out for Sunday Mass times.
Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday August 23 will be at 12 noon.

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful
• For the Church: that we may boldly profess Jesus as Lord

Pastoral Associates:
Administrative Assistant
Karen Klein kklein@rcdos.ca
Ministry of Care
Charlene Nijhawan cnijhawan@rcdos.ca
Kelly Wormsbecker kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
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Sharon Powell spowell@rcdos.ca
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Arch McKay amckay@rcdos.ca

•

•

•

Sacramental Preparation
Erin Gratton egratton@rcdos.ca
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Celena Komarnicki ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca
Financial Administrator
Monica Johnson mjohnson@rcdos.ca

•

•

Building Maintenance:
Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca

Finance Committee:
Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka

•

Parish Pastoral Council:
Kenton Peterson,Chair
Louise Bitz
Fern Boutin
Susan Burns
Cameron Choquette

•

Adrian Cochet
Lynn Eremondi
James Nestmann
Jonathon Neufeld
Aaron Pangilinan

•

and help others to come to know and follow him, we pray
to the Lord.
For all who exercise authority whether in religion,
business, education, or government: that they may
recognize God as the source of all authority, we pray to
the Lord.
For Pope Francis, successor to St. Peter: that the Holy
Spirit will guide him in proclaiming the Good News,
promoting unity in the Church, and inspiring us to greater
love and service, we pray to the Lord.
For all who are searching for new life: that God will help
those who are bound by addiction or destructive habits to
recognize Christ as the key that will liberate them, we
pray to the Lord.
For farmers and those who help with the harvest. May
they be blessed by the bounty that provides for all and
stay safe while doing so, we pray to the Lord.
For School Boards, teachers, administrators, and parents
as they discern how to safely reopen our schools, we pray
to the Lord.
For an end to the pandemic: that God will deliver the
human race from the coronavirus, heal those who are ill,
and inspire those who are developing cures or vaccines,
we pray to the Lord.
For the sick; Jack Tipton, Michael Rogers, Blanche
Kolojay, Bijoy Lookose, Loretta Clark, Patricia
Wollbaum, Jean Louis Mahy, Rose Rogers, Dominic
Zyla, Theresa Matiakis, Maureen Tynan, we pray to the
Lord.
For George Lazaro and all who have died and for those
who mourn them, we pray to the Lord.

rcdos.ca Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
From the Bishop (click the links for the letters):
Age of the Sacrament of Confirmation , Celebration of the Sacred Liturgy.
Hospital Chaplaincy - For pastoral visits, spiritual care, and/or hospital chaplaincy, including
requests to see a priest at Royal University Hospital and Saskatoon City Hospital please call
Jacqueline Saretsky at 306-292-5531 or e-mail jsaretsky@rcdos.ca.
For St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon, where Spiritual Care is a hospital priority, please ask at the nursing desk,
or call 306-655-5000 and ask them to page Spiritual Care.
For other news and updates go to rcdos.ca

MINISTRY OF CARE
“I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and
delivered me from all my fears.” Psalm 34
Although we are not currently working in the parish office or making home visits, Ministry of Care is still at work,
supporting you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and email. Please let us know if someone
needs our attention. If you need assistance, have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or
simply wish to be in touch with us to talk with someone, please:
Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care. Your call will be forwarded to us.
In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #.
email: Kelly Wormsbecker
Charlene Nijhawan

kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
cnijhawan@rcdos.ca

INFANT BAPTISM
If you have had a child in the past
few months and would like him/
her to be baptized, or are
expecting a baby I would love to
hear from you! We were not
baptizing babies for a few months
but we are able to do so once
again. We are baptizing children one family at a time. If
this is not your first child and you have attended baptism
prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need
to take prep again. If this is your first child please call
and we can arrange for prep sessions and the
celebration. Please contact Sharon at 306-374-1425 or
email spowell@rcdos.ca.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR
ADULTS
Thinking
about
becoming
Catholic or just want to inquire
about the Catholic faith? Contact
Arch McKay, RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
coordinator,
call
306
373-0993
or
email
amckay@rcdos.ca
MARRIAGE PREPARATION
This program is intended not only for engaged couples
but also for couples considering engagement and
marriage. For information and to register for the next
session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or
email ngursky@sasktel.net.

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN
In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too?
We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.
I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning. I so look forward to telling you more
about this encouraging and gratifying process. Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca or 306-374-1425.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905
Put your Faith into Action!

President - Andrea Gelleta
Phone: 306 249-4076

Join the Knights of Columbus

Get membership info:On-line: KofC.org/joinUs
Or Phone:
James Nestman (306) 260-8206
Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499

SASKATOON CWL CLOTHING DEPOT
619 20th Street W. Saskatoon, Sask

UPDATE! Summer 2020
The CWL Clothing Depot will now be open to receive
your donations of good used clothing and household
items on Thursdays, from 10 am to 2 pm.
Please bring your donations to the back door of the
Clothing Depot. At this time there will not be weekly
collections done throughout the city by our Depot driver
– we need you to bring your donations to us. Thank you.
Please watch for further information as we work towards
opening the Depot in a safe and timely manner. Thank
you for your patience and your on-going support of the
Clothing Depot.

Confessions:
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays

~Outside in the church parking lot

Sunday Mass

Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and
live streaming Sunday mass
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com:
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass: August 23 @ 12:00 noon

Act of Contrition (alternate form)
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you whom I should love
above all things.

AUG. 15 - SEPT. 6, 2020 MASS SCHEDULE
You must be prescheduled with Sign Up Genius
(click the link) or call the parish office (306-374-1425)
to be put in the schedule to attend.

I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever
leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In
his name, my God, have mercy.

Sunday August 13- August 19: Envelopes and Other: $8,925.00 Preauthorized: $6,415.83 Loose: $251.60
Average weekly income from all sources: $15,794
Our church still needs to be maintained during the pandemic and no donation is too small. If you are able to give,
please choose one of the methods below. If you have any questions please call the office 306-374-1425. Thank you!
Please note: Unfortunately we can not accept foreign currency of any kind (coins included).
Alternate ways to submit parish donations:
1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish website, or via email. Donate using debit or credit card. Form
2. Through CanadaHelps click

You will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps.

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly deposited, no password needed). Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with
any special offering designation.
4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7

To join the Helping Hands team:
call the parish office 306-374-1425
(please leave a voice message!) or
email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

We need volunteers!
We can now increase our numbers because of more changes to the Covid 19 government restrictions. In
order to do this we will need more ushers/clean up and we are now calling on *Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion (Eucharistic Ministry) to help as well. If you are attending Mass and are already part of
the Hospitality or Eucharistic ministry we need you! If you feel you can volunteer please let us know ASAP!

Through its membership in the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank, Development and Peace will be participating in the
Humanitarian Coalition appeal to support people of
Lebanon through this crisis. The Government of Canada
will match every dollar donated by individuals to the
Humanitarian Coalition and its members between Aug. 4
and Aug. 24, up to a maximum of $2 million. Donations to Development and Peace marked for the Beirut explosion
emergency response will be matched. Donate online at: https://www.devp.org/en or send your cheque made out to
Development and Peace and marked “Beirute explosion emergency response” to 1425 René-Lévesque Blvd West, 3rd
Floor Montréal, Québec Canada, H3G 1T7 or call Toll Free: 1 888 234-8533. Please click here to make a donation.

Going Away?
go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca

Bring the whole family to Serena Saskatchewan’s eighth annual Run for the Family. Choose to run

or walk 1km, 3km, or 5km. Choose between 1) LIVE: Saturday, September 12th, 2020, at Meewasin Park North in
Saskatoon; strollers welcome; course will be open from 9-11am; choose your start time or 2) REMOTE: Thursday,
Sept.10- Sunday Sept.13; trail and time of your choice. Register at www.runningroom.com by Wednesday, September
9th or Saturday, August 29th for early bird rates; family rate available. Receive registration goodie bags, post-race
treats, and medals for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place in each event. Pledges can be collected in support of SERENA; prizes awarded
(20% of collection). If you cannot attend, please consider making a donation to Serena Saskatchewan. For more info,
contact sask@serena.ca or text 306-291-3288.

Litany of Trust
From the belief that I have to earn Your love … Heal me, Jesus.
From the fear that I am unlovable … Heal me, Jesus.
From the false security that I have what it takes … Heal me, Jesus.

From the fear that trusting You will leave me destitute … Heal me, Jesus.
From all suspicion of Your words and promises … Heal me, Jesus.
From the rebellion against childlike dependency on You … Heal me, Jesus.
From refusals and reluctances in accepting Your will … Heal me, Jesus.
From anxiety about the future … Heal me, Jesus.
From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past … Heal me, Jesus.
From restless self-seeking … Heal me, Jesus.
From disbelief in Your love and presence … Heal me, Jesus.
From the fear of being asked to give more than I have … Heal me, Jesus.
From the belief that my life has no meaning or worth … Heal me, Jesus.
From the fear of what love demands … Heal me, Jesus.
From discouragement … Heal me, Jesus.
That You are continually holding me, sustaining me, loving me … Jesus, I trust in you.
That Your love goes deeper than my failings, and transforms me …Jesus, I trust in you.
That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation to lean on You … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You are with me in my suffering … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You will not leave me orphan and will remain present to me… Jesus, I trust in you.

That Your plan is better than anything else … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You always hear me, and in Your goodness always respond to me …Jesus, I trust in you.
That You give me the grace to accept forgiveness and to forgive others …Jesus, I trust in you.
That You give me all the strength I need for what is asked …Jesus, I trust in you.
And that I remain Your beloved child… Jesus, I trust in you. Amen.
Written by the Sisters of Life, New York

Sunday, Aug 23, 2020
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

What is to be healed must first be acknowledged
Today, on the International Day of Remembrance for the
transatlantic slave trade, we seek forgiveness for what’s been
called the “original sin” of our nation: seeing people of color as
exploitable resources. Generations of slaveholders were
unrepentant about horrific acts they deemed to be entirely moral.
The sin of racism that made such attitudes possible has been
condemned heartily by the church in more recent generations—
though some church leaders in generations past were late coming
to that perspective as slaveholders themselves. If racism is to be
overcome, we each have confessions to make, repentance to do,
and voices to raise.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah

22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36; Matthew
16:13-20 (121). “The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the
proud he knows from afar.”

Monday, Aug 24, 2020
FEAST OF BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE

Take your place

critiques, like little pin pricks, can easily deflate a joyful spirit.
Ask for the grace to be centered in Divine love.
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Thessalonians

3:6-10, 16-18; Matthew 23:27-32
(427). “Even so, on the outside you appear righteous, but inside
you are filled with hypocrisy and evildoing. . . . Woe to you, . . . you
hypocrites.”

Thursday, Aug 27, 2020
MEMORIAL OF MONICA

Stick-to-itiveness pays off
Saint Monica, one of a relatively small number of African saints,
is typically described as the long-suffering mother of Saint
Augustine, who prayed, cajoled, and urged him to abandon his
wayward life and embrace Christianity, which he eventually did.
Her own intellectual and leadership abilities are unrecorded
except as they influenced her family members, but her story of
persistence and strength continues to inspire. Many in the church
uphold her as a model of enduring faith. If you feel like quitting
when faced by a difficult problem or problematic family member,
pray to Saint Monica for wisdom and perseverance.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

Bartholomew gets only a mere mention as one of the 12 apostles
in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and is believed to
have been the one called Nathanael in the Gospel of John. But
what does a name matter, when Jesus knows you, and knows
your character, before you even meet? The “greater things” to
come that Jesus promised Bartholomew didn’t include the glory
of a leading role in salvation history, since little else is known
about him, but did include being a firsthand witness to God’s
glory. There’s a front-row seat waiting for you, too.
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation

21:9b-14; John 45-51 (629). “Here is
a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him.”

Tuesday, Aug 25, 2020
MEMORIAL OF LOUIS

A royal example of God’s kingdom
No wonder Saint Louis is the patron saint of the Franciscan
Secular Order. He used his position in the world—as King Louis
the IX of France—to help build the kingdom of God. Like Francis
of Assisi, Louis fed lepers and beggars, usually waiting on them
himself. He built hospitals and orphanages to take care of his
people. He was committed to being a just ruler: “upholding the
cause of the poor.” Pray such a priority might overshadow
partisan politics among policy makers.
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Thessalonians

2:1-3a, 14-17; Matthew 23:23-26
(426). “Cleanse first the inside of the cup, so that the outside also
may be clean.”

Wednesday, Aug 26, 2020
Keep it real
Hypocrisy is the “practice of claiming to have moral standards or
beliefs to which one’s own behavior does not conform.” Jesus
made it clear that he had no patience with such duplicity, as he
called out those who spent more time criticizing the religious
practices of others rather than living his law of love. Examine
your attitudes and words today to see how often critical judgment
of others is your prevailing state of mind. The list of small

1:1-9; Matthew 24:42-51 (428).
“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Stay awake!’”

Friday, Aug 28, 2020
MEMORIAL OF AUGUSTINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

A sin for the ages
In his theological work The City of God, Saint Augustine (354430) proposed that slavery, an accepted practice of his day, was
sinful and did more harm to the slaveholder than the enslaved
person. Although Augustine’s sentiment may have seemed
enlightened for its time, slavery, particularly among poor people
and people of color, continues to this day in various forms around
the world. We can see the evil that racism perpetuates. All of
humanity is straining under the weight of this sin. It is time for
each of us to “open wide our hearts,” as the U.S. bishops advised
in their 2018 pastoral letter on racism. We do well to have a first
(or fresh) look at it today.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

1:17-25; Matthew 25:1-13 (429).
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Saturday, Aug 29, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THE PASSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Bravely lead the way
Speaking up—when staying silent would have been easy—cost
John the Baptist his earthly life, though it gained him a special
place in the heavenly pantheon. He stands as a unique witness to
the coming of the Lord, and along with Jesus and Mary, is the
only individual honored with multiple feasts in the liturgical
calendar. You may not always risk death to speak out against
injustice, but it does take courage and a sense of duty to
something greater than yourself. Let John the Baptist be the
inspiration you need to be a prophetic voice.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians

1:26-31 (430); Mark 6:17-29 (634).
“When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body
and laid it in a tomb.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
August 23, 2020

Upon this Rock

A Word from
Pope Francis

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The acceptance of our body
as a gift from God is vital for
welcoming and accepting
the entire world as a gift
from the Father…Thinking
that we enjoy absolute power
over our own bodies turns,
often subtly, into thinking
that we enjoy an absolute
power over creation.

S

aint Peter’s Basilica is built on the
tomb of Peter, which literally serves
as the rock on which the Church is built.
Peter states his faith, acknowledging
Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of
God, in the name of the other apostles.
In reply, the Lord reveals his intended
mission for Peter: to become the visible
foundation of the Church.
This account also tells us that Peter’s
act of faith did not come through “ﬂesh
and blood,” that is, through his human
abilities, but through a particular
revelation from God. By contrast, right
afterward, as Jesus foretells his passion,
death, and resurrection, Peter “began
to rebuke him,” denying that this would

Sunday Readings
Isaiah 22:19–23

What he opens, no one will shut,
what he shuts, no one will open.

Romans 11:33–36
For from him and through him
and for him are all things. To him
be glory forever.

Matthew 16:13–20
[Jesus said,] “You are Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld
shall not prevail against it.”

ever happen (Matthew 16:22). Jesus
scolds him in return.
Peter shows his human weakness and
what he is: a stone along the path on
which men can stumble. In this scene,
the drama of each soul and the history
of the papacy and Church itself are
anticipated. There is the joint presence
of divine assistance, by which the papacy
constitutes the Church’s foundation
throughout history, and human
weakness, which is also evident through
the centuries and can be transformed
only through abandonment to God’s
action.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus clearly
promises the forces of evil will not
prevail. Prophets such as Jeremiah
(1:18–19) were threatened only by
human enemies, whereas Peter will have
to be defended from a supernatural
evil. Jeremiah receives a promise that
affects him as a person and his prophetic
ministry; Peter receives assurances
concerning the future of the Church and
the new community founded by Christ
“upon this rock.” +

The Lord reveals his
intended mission for Peter:
to become the visible
foundation of the Church.
© 2020 Liguori Publications l Liguori.org

Address to Pontifical Academy for Life,
June 26, 2018

•

How willing are you to let
the pope, Peter’s successor,
confirm your faith today?

•

What are you doing to ensure
your faith is built on a solid
foundation?

Want to Be in that Number?
By Kathleen M. Basi

W

hen I was a child, I had a book
about saints that I loved. It
was filled with color pictures and
heroic, larger-than-life stories. I spent
hours trying to decide whether I liked
Catherine of Siena or Catherine of
Alexandria better. I felt as if I ought to
like Siena better for cutting her hair off
and being a nun and all, but Alexandria’s
picture was prettier.
It was years before I realized most of
these people weren’t the golden-haired
northern Europeans portrayed in my
book.
It was later still before I realized that
by focusing on legends and miracles, I
had turned sainthood into something
reserved for a select few—something far
beyond the reach of an ordinary mortal
like me.
These days, I prefer to think of the
saints as real people, flawed and fragile,
representing every country and culture
on earth. Yet for all their diversity, each
of them sought exactly what I seek:
discernment and courage to walk in
the footsteps of Christ in a way that is
authentic both to his example and to the
time and place in which I live.
Now, my favorite stories speak not of
miracles, but of extraordinary courage
in ordinary situations—like Elizabeth
Ann Seton, who, as an impoverished
widow, founded the first parochial school
in this country, along with a new order
of religious—all while raising her own
children.

individual purpose for why God placed
them on this earth. Those people give
me hope. If they managed to find their
purpose, maybe I can, too.
It’s no longer enough for me to read
a paragraph or two about the legendary
exploits of those with “Saint” in front
of their names. I want to know how
the real people behind those legends
lived. How they learned to mirror God
while surrounded by cranky kids and
clueless coworkers and spouses who
insist on using dish towels to wipe dirty
mouths. Because that is the path I need
illuminated. +

They speak of deeply practical
courage in extraordinary
circumstances—like Maximilian Kolbe,
who willingly starved to death in place of
a fellow concentration-camp prisoner in
Auschwitz. In my opinion, that would be
even harder than volunteering for a firing
squad, where at least the end would come
quickly.
And then there are figures with
checkered pasts, like Dorothy Day and
Thomas Merton—those who don’t
have feast days in the Church calendar
but whose words and actions have
reverberated like earthquakes, reshaping
the foundation of my faith.
Real people. Real lives. People
stumbling through their world in all
its messiness, trying to find the path to
holiness amid chaos and to identify their

Real people. Real lives.
The saints stumbled through
their world trying to find
holiness amid chaos,
just like we do.

Lord, you entrusted the keys
of the kingdom of heaven
to your people. Help me be your
wise and responsible servant.
—From Faithful Meditations for Every Day
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage and
Mary Ann McSweeny

WEEKDAY
READINGS

Monday, St. Bartholomew:
Rv 21:9b–14 / Jn 1:45–51

Thursday, St. Monica:
1 Cor 1:1–9 / Mt 24:42–51

August 24–29

Wednesday, Weekday:
2 Thes 3:6–10, 16–18 / Mt 23:27–32

Saturday, St. John the Baptist:
1 Cor 1:26–31 / Mk 6:17–29

August 23, 2020

Tuesday, Weekday:
2 Thes 2:1–3a, 14–17/ Mt 23:23–26

Friday, St. Augustine:
1 Cor 1:17–25 / Mt 25:1–13
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