
Alleluia. Alleluia. Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;  
you have revealed to the little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Matthew 11.25 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                July 26, 2020 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
 

Knowing What Is Right 
 
The beginning of wisdom is its absence. When we reach inside ourselves and realize what we do not have, we start the 
journey to attain what we need. 
 
When we speak about someone having “the wisdom of Solomon,” we mean he or she is wise beyond measure. Solo-
mon won that wisdom by first acknowledging he was not smart enough to do the job God had given him to do. 
 
Solomon’s father was David, the greatest of the kings. Solomon followed him while still a youth. He was placed in 
charge of numerous people. Solomon, not wishing to disappoint God, feared that he lacked the skills necessary for the 
task. So he asked God for wisdom to tell right from wrong. 
 
Another leader would have asked for a long life and personal gain, or for riches and personal pleasure, or for the death 
of enemies and the removal of fear. But Solomon realized he needed something much more practical for the people he 
was to lead: the wisdom to know right from wrong. 
 
When we face a decision, the first step may be to acknowledge we do not know the answer. We ask God not for per-
sonal gain, but for the gift of knowing what is the right thing to do. That will bring peace.  

~Paul Turner www.rpinet.com.  

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; 

on finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he 

had and bought it.’  Matthew 13.45 

Lord, help me to see you as a 

priceless pearl worth everything 

in my life.  Amen 



SaskatoonMass.com  will be live streaming Masses 
within the Diocese of Saskatoon.  Check this website out 
for Sunday Mass times.   

Holy Spirit Mass - Sunday July 26 will be at 12 noon. 

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful  

 

• For the church: that we will find meaningful ways to 
share the Gospel, and speak of the Kingdom of God in 
today’s world, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For our political leaders and those whose actions 
affect our daily lives, that they may be blessed by the 
Lord with the wisdom of Solomon, we pray to the 
Lord. 

 

• For those who try hard to unearth the hidden treasures 
of personal faith and prayer, that the Lord may make 
their efforts fruitful, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For our farmers, who by the generous will of the 
Father, produce our food, that their crops may be 
abundant and that they and their families be safe from 
all accident and harm, we pray to the Lord 

 

• For Fr. John, Fr. Phong and all clergy who have been 
given new appointments; may God’s blessings 
continue to be on their priesthood as they move 
forward to new assignments, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For the sick; Luke Hampton, Jack Tipton, Michael 
Rogers, Blanche Kolojay, George Lazaro, Bijoy 
Lookose, Loretta Clark, Patricia Wollbaum, Jean 
Louis Mahy, Rose Rogers, Dominic Zyla, we pray to 
the Lord 

 

• For Tony Wachowicz and all who have died and for 
those who mourn them, we pray to the Lord. 

 

 

Holy Spirit Parish 
114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 
 

Church Hours 8:00 am - 3:15 pm, Mass Tues.- Friday 8:30 am 

Office Hours: 9:00 am to 12 noon  
1:00 - 4:30 pm Staff available by phone, email  or appointment 
only. 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 
 
 

Holy Spirit Parish Masses: Due to Covid-19 restrictions only 
pre scheduled people can attend. Click this link to schedule 
yourself for a time and date  Sign Up Genius 
12 noon  Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed. 
 
 

 

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot  
Any  other time by appointment call  
Call: 306-374-1425 or email: 
 

Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. John Abban-Bonsu  jabbanbonsu@rcdos.ca 
 
 

Pastoral Associates: 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 

 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 

Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 
 

Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 
 

Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca 
 

Finance Committee: 

Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jonathon 
Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka 

 

 
 
 
  

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi 
James Nestmann 
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

 

Spiritual Communion 
Prayer  

 
“My Jesus, I believe that 

You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the altar. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You 

into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart ...  

I embrace You as if  
You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be 
separated from You, 

Amen.”   

https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1


Great news!  Our parish is providing your family with a free At Home VBS 
this summer. Your family can enjoy our Cat.Chat At Home VBS in the comfort 
and safety of your living room or maybe in the backyard with a few friends!   
 
OUR FUN 5-DAY AT HOME VBS  
 

Please contact me at ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca to sign up and I will then provide 
you with our parish link.  Then, look forward to receiving your At Home VBS 

email for 5 consecutive days.  Note: You will have access to this At Home VBS up until August 28th, 2020. 
 

~Celena Kormarniki, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

 

      Updated Clergy Appointments 
 

 

Fr. John Abban-Bonsu has been appointed 
as pastor of the parishes in Kindersley, 
Eston, Eatonia, and Marengo. We at Holy 
Spirit Parish thank him for his incredible service 
here and pray for God’s blessings in his new 
appointment. 

Fr. Phong Pham has been appointed 
associate pastor at Holy Spirit. We look 

forward to welcoming him here ! 

These appointments take effect August 1, 2020.   Click here to see these and other 

rcdos.ca  Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon 
 
From the Bishop (click the links for the letters): 
 

Age of the Sacrament of Confirmation , Celebration of the Sacred Liturgy.  
 
 

Hospital Chaplaincy - For pastoral visits, spiritual care, and/or hospital chaplaincy, including 
requests to see a priest  at Royal University Hospital and Saskatoon City Hospital please call 

Jacqueline Saretsky at 306-292-5531 or e-mail jsaretsky@rcdos.ca. 
For St. Paul’s Hospital in Saskatoon, where Spiritual Care is a hospital priority, please ask at the nursing desk, 
or call 306-655-5000 and ask them to page Spiritual Care.  
 

Thank you to all who volunteered to be in the Helping Hands 
Ministry!  We still need volunteers! 

To join a Helping Hands team: 

call the parish office 306-374-1425 (please leave a voice 
message!) or  

email: info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

mailto:ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca
https://rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MHagemoen-re-Clergy-Appointments-Jul10-2020.pdf
https://rcdos.ca/
https://rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MHagemoen-to-Sask-Diocese-re-Confirmation-Jul8-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR24vn_8ae-oYLA8D5aqRU1oxef6gQVBSBFe1OPtV4TDlFQ6YSnfBlzs0qY
https://rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MHagemoen-to-Sask-Diocese-re-Liturgy-Jul8-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0bZaDSwv5VcI7kJEQSM_p_wl5xfx4NZjJfu2qWmT8qa89tBJwFjRT1HSM
https://rcdos.ca/ministries-services/for-those-in-need/hospital-chaplaincy/
mailto:jsaretsky@rcdos.ca


MINISTRY OF CARE 
 

“I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and  

                                     delivered me from all my fears.” Psalm 34 

Although we  are  not currently working in the parish office or making home visits,  Ministry of Care is still at work, 

supporting you. We are maintaining contact with parishioners by phone and email. Please let us know if someone 

needs our attention. If you need assistance, have questions, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the Faithful, or 

simply wish to be in touch with us to talk with someone, please: 

Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care. Your call will be forwarded to us. 

In case of emergency, call the parish office: 306-374-1425 and press the pound key #. 

email: Kelly Wormsbecker    kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca   

           Charlene Nijhawan     cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

 INFANT BAPTISM  
  

If you have had a child in the past 

few months and would like him/

her to be baptized, or are 

expecting a baby I would love to 

hear from you!  We were not 

baptizing babies for a few months 

but we are able to do so once 

again.  We are baptizing children one family at a time.  If 

this is not your first child and you have attended baptism 

prep sessions in the past couple of years you don’t need 

to take prep again.  If this is your first child please call 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

Thinking about becoming Catholic 

or just want to inquire about the 

Catholic faith?   Contact Arch 

McKay, RCIA (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) coordinator, call 306 373-0993 or 

email amckay@rcdos.ca 

  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 

This program is intended not only for engaged couples 

but also for couples considering engagement and 

marriage.  For information and to register for the next 

session contact Nicole Gursky at 306 229-0384 or 

email ngursky@sasktel.net. 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF CHILDREN 

In the past couple of years we have had inquiries from parents of a number of 
children who have not been baptized and now the child is showing a keen interest in receiving the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion). Is this happening in your home too? 
 

We, at Holy Spirit Parish, are trying to meet this need and have created a process for children 8 to 16 years who would 
like to explore the possibility of being baptized and receive the sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion.   
 

We will begin sessions about mid-October.  At this time, we are not sure if we will be meeting in person or on a zoom 
platform – depending on the numbers in our province and the guidelines set out by our health authorities at that 
time.  We will meet after school about every two weeks (sometimes a little more often) for one hour.  The day of the 
week will depend on which day works best for most families.   
 

As the children and their parent(s) come together in a welcoming atmosphere for these learning opportunities they 
experience sessions that are not only teaching the children about being a Catholic Christian but they are also life-
giving both for the children and their parents. The children learn much while they are having fun both with the other 
children and parents.  
 

I would love to talk with you and your child if she/he has been questioning.  I so look forward to telling you more 
about this encouraging and gratifying process.    

Please either call or email me at spowell@rcdos.ca  or  306-374-1425. 

mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
mailto:cnijhwawan@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca


Picnic/Golf 
The CWL would like to invite all ladies of the parish to 
join in our golf and picnic outing on Tues Aug 4. Alt-
hough sign up for golf  has completed, you are more than 
welcome to join in for the picnic portion of the day.  We 
will meet at Holy Spirit Parish, in the south shaded area 
of the parking lot at Noon. Please bring your own lunch, 
drink and lawn chair so you are self-sufficient and we can 
socially distance for our picnic.  For more information 
call Adele, 306-374-7524. 

 
 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 

 

 

Put your Faith into Action! 
Join the Knights of Columbus  

 

Get membership info: 
 
 

On-line: KofC.org/joinUs 
 
 

Or Phone: 
 

James Nestman (306) 260-8206 
 

Bob Wacholtz (306) 933-9499 
 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

President - Andrea Gelleta  
Phone: 306 249-4076 

 

 

Confessions:  
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays 

~Outside in the church parking lot 
 

Sunday Mass 
Fr. Darryl will be celebrating and  

live streaming  Sunday mass  
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com: 

 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass: July 26 @ 12:00 noon 

Sunday July 16 - July 22:  Envelopes and Other: $6785.00 Preauthorized: $6,560.83   Loose: $197.95 
  

  

Average weekly income from all sources: $15,858   

Our church still needs to be maintained during the pandemic and no donation is too small. If you are able to give, 

please choose one of the  methods below.  If you have any questions please call the office 306-374-1425.  Thank you! 

Please note: Unfortunately we can not accept foreign currency of any kind (coins included). 

Alternate ways to submit parish donations:  
    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish web-

site, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

  

2. Through CanadaHelps click  

                                                
  

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-

ited, no password needed).  Please put your full name and envelope number in the message box along with 

any special offering designation. 
  

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 
  

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

Going Away?  go to holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
  

  

Praise and Worship with FREE CD 

Spirit of the Cross continues to offer a complementary copy of their  ,“The Shadow Proves The 
Sunshine,” CD during this time of isolation. To get yours call Brent 306-241-8625 or email 
tbone@thesoundlounge.ca . Leave your name and address and a CD will be delivered to your 
mail box! 

Reflection 
 

“We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 
 

Do you really trust God? Do you really believe that God 
will provide all that you need? Faith is a challenge for 
everyone at times. Putting our trust in God, in everything 
we do, in good times and in bad, means that God’s plan 
for our lives may be quite different than what we 
planned. When one door closes, another one opens. Trust 
in God, His plan is always better. 

http://kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
tel:+13062608206
tel:+13069339499
https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/


WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday - Friday, 8:30 am  
Come to as many weekday Masses as you  like; there is no scheduling or signing in, just show up! 
 
WEEKEND MASSES (SATURDAY/SUNDAY)  
There has been a significant increase in the amount of people wanting to attend weekend Masses so each per-
son is limited to 2 weekend Masses per schedule and only one of these can be a 10 am Mass  
 

You must be prescheduled with Sign Up Genius (click the link) or call the parish office (306-374-1425) to be put 
in the schedule to attend. 

JULY 18 - AUGUST 9, 2020 MASS SCHEDULE  
Sign Up Genius  (click the link for  the schedule) 

Here is step by step guide on how to set up an account: 

Click on  the link to access the schedule Sign Up Genius (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1) 

Make sure you are on the current schedule  
 
and read the instructions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Scroll down to see the schedule.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pick a Mass date and time and click the 
sign up box. 
 
 
 
 
Click Submit and Sign Up 
 

Have you set up your account? WHY would I need an account?  
 If you have an account: 
• You can see the dates you have selected after logging in 
• You can edit your selection(s) which means that you can change how many people are coming, delete an entry 

with one simple click 
• You will receive email reminders for your Mass dates and times you have selected 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044fa9a62ca6fc1-july1


Check and make sure the time you picked is 

correct 

 

Enter how many people are attending with you 

 

Enter your name and email 

 

Click to ‘Log in’ , here you will be given an 

option to Register. 

 

 

 

The Registration box will pop up. 

Enter your name and email.  Create a password 

that has at least: 

• 8 values 
• one Capital,  
• one special character  
• one number 
Example: Hspirit1! 
 
Write your password down and keep it in a safe 
place. 
 
Click ‘I’m not a robot’ and answer the 
verification image 
 
Click on ‘Register Now’ 

You got this! 



Click the ‘OK’ button and go to your email account 

inbox.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There should be a message waiting (check your 

SPAM if not in your inbox) 

Click on the link to go back to the schedule or use 

the link at the start of this information. 

You will notice you now have 
an account icon 
 

Log in with your email and 
password.   
 

Now you have an account! If 
you don’t see your name under 
the time and date you selected 
this means you still need to 
sign up Once you are signed up 
your name will be visible on 
the schedule on the dates you 
scheduled yourself for.  
 
Creating takes a bit of time but 
once you have the account set 
up the next time is easy! 
 

If you have any questions call 
the office and we will help 
you! 
 

 



AN UPCOMING PROGRAM THIS FALL 

http://www.queenshouse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/19th-Annotation-A-Sacred-Journey-September-2020-May-2021-summary.pdf
http://www.queenshouse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/19th-Annotation-September-2020-May-2021-brochure.pdf


Sunday, Jul 26, 2020
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Treat the children well
Happy Parents’ Day! Children are the treasure in every society.
For a viable future, we have to invest deeply in their upbringing.
Golden-mouthed saint John Chrysostom offered tips on child-
rearing: Let the saints enter your home through the naming of
your children. Teach your kids Bible stories. Raise them singing
psalms and hymns. Encourage in them a bold, not timid, spirit.
Disciplined self-possession will benefit them all their lives. Show
them actions have consequences, now and in eternity. Finally,
give more care to your children than you do for your job, home,
wealth, and possessions.

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew
13:44-52 (109). “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in
a field.”

Monday, Jul 27, 2020
What is the parable of your life?
Jesus used a lot of parables to teach his followers—so many that
his disciples asked him why. So that the “mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven are revealed to you,” he answered. Parables
offer a relatable way to understand an abstract spiritual lesson.
Most of us know what it is like to plant, cook, eat, manage
money, run a business, deal with relationship conflict. What
Christian truths would you like your own simple life story to
reveal to others? How that parable unfolds is up to you.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 13:1-11; Matthew 13:31-35 (401). “All
these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables.”

Tuesday, Jul 28, 2020
Sow the seeds of faith
Blessed Stanley Rother, a missionary and the first U.S. priest to
be declared a martyr, died this day in 1981. Not only did he love
and serve his flock of indigenous Guatemalans, he helped build a
medical clinic, school, and radio station. But it was his upbringing
as an Oklahoma farm boy that endeared him even more to his
modest agricultural community—a priest who preached but also
plowed their fields. As a farmer, he understood the parables of
Jesus more than most: how seeds must die, how flocks need a
shepherd, how the harvest requires extra help—our help. Play
your part.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 14:17-22; Matthew 13:36-43 (402).
“The field is the world, the good seed the children of the Kingdom.”

Wednesday, Jul 29, 2020
MEMORIAL OF MARTHA
Let Martha be an inspiration
We remember today a friend of Jesus who with her brother,
Lazarus, and her sister, Mary, provided a home of friendship that
was a place of respite for the Lord. She could prepare a meal and
manage the many details of hosting a gathering of friends. She
could speak her mind honestly and trust that she would be heard.
She recognized that Jesus was the Messiah. She was human

enough to be crabby yet faithful enough to believe that Jesus was
able to bring life out of death. Saint Martha, in these challenging
days, pray for us.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21 (403); John 11:19-27 or
Luke 10:38-42 (607). “Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that you
are the Messiah.”

Thursday, Jul 30, 2020
Deliver us from evil
The United Nations has declared today “World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons.” Church leaders have been outspoken on
this global issue that targets poor and marginalized people,
robbing them of their God-given dignity. In today’s gospel Jesus
envisions the kingdom of heaven as devoid of wickedness. Today
is a good moment to oppose the wickedness of trafficking by
adding your voice to the many who are committed to raising
awareness and rooting out this evil.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:1-6; Matthew 13:47-53 (404). “The
angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous.”

Friday, Jul 31, 2020
MEMORIAL OF IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, PRIEST
Soldier us through
Saint Ignatius of Loyola died in 1566 of Roman fever, a type of
malaria. During a time of pandemic, it seems appropriate to call
on the aid of a saint known for his survival instincts and spiritual
prowess. After all, most thought Ignatius, a Castilian soldier,
would die from injuries sustained in battle at age 30, but instead
he lived another 35 years. During his time of convalescence, he
experienced a spiritual conversion that led to the development of
his popular Spiritual Exercises and the founding of the Jesuit
order that has as its motto “For the greater glory of God.” What
can you do today, following Ignatius’ example, to give God glory
despite times of confinement and uncertainty?

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 26:1-9; Matthew 13:54-58 (405). “A
prophet is not without honor except in his native place and in his
own house.”

Saturday, Aug 01, 2020
MEMORIAL OF ALPHONSUS LIGUORI, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Speak plainly
Alphonsus was a bright and gifted youth, earning doctorates in
both civil and canon law in Naples at 16. He was so small at the
time of his graduation, he later wrote, that his doctoral robes
swallowed him up, causing spectators to erupt in laughter. But
faith was no laughing matter to the young man, who in short
order left the legal profession and dedicated his life to the church
to serve those on the margins. This brilliant doctor of the church
believed in plain speech. "I have never preached a sermon which
the poorest old woman in the congregation could not
understand,” he said. Let your own witness be simple and direct.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24; Matthew 14:1-12 (406).
“For in truth it was the LORD who sent me to you, to speak all
these things for you to hear.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted
with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
July 26, 2020

Rags to Riches
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The richly decorated portrait The 
Vision of Saint Helena by Paolo 

Veronese is immediately impressive. 
Helena, a woman of humble origins, 
became the wife of Constantius Chlorus 
(Rome’s emperor from 293–306). An 
innkeeper’s daughter in an outback 
town, her beauty caught the eye of the 
most powerful man on earth. She went 
from rags to riches.

In the painting she wears lush, Eastern 
fabrics with woven prints and royal 
colors. The gold and blue details of her 
dress and the velour of her crimson 
cape broached under her chin denote 

the wealth her position afforded. She 
rests on a high-back leather throne; an 
elegant textile wall covering provides a 
background from floor to ceiling.

The softly flowing fabrics and her 
serene posture exude calm and focus 
our attention on her tranquil face and 
spirit of contemplation. No matter the 
power, wealth, and beauty of the world 
surrounding her, Helena has forsaken all 
to pursue the true treasure she possesses 
as a Christian and values more than 
the rest. Helena traveled from Rome 
to Jerusalem to bring back the relics of 
Christ’s passion. These reminders of 
Jesus’ love for sinners became the most 
important treasures of Christendom.

Veronese wants to convince us that 
through prayer we come to understand 
our treasure is not found in wealth but 
in the glorious vestment of baptismal 
faith. As adopted sons and daughters of 
the king, we become like St. Helena: poor 
commoners raised to royalty! Thank God 
for his gift of life in Christ and allow your 
heart to follow the inspirations he shares 
with you. +

We come to understand 
our treasure is not found in 
wealth, but in the glorious 

vestment of baptismal faith.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
How nice it is to feel that our 
school, or the places where 
we gather, are a second 
home….School then ends 
up being one big family. A 
family where, together with 
our mothers and fathers, our 
grandparents, our teachers 
and friends, we learn to help 
one another, to share our 
good qualities, to give the 
best of ourselves.

—Our Lady Queen of Angels School, 
Harlem, NY, September 25, 2015

Sunday Readings
1 Kings 3:5, 7–12
Give your servant, therefore, a 
listening heart to judge your people 
and to distinguish between good 
and evil.

Romans 8:28–30
We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God.

Matthew 13:44–52 or 13:44–46
[Jesus said,] “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a treasure buried in a 
field, which a person finds and hides 
again, and out of joy goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field.”

• What are you searching for? 
Will you make sacrifices for it? 

• Do riches have a stronger 
hold on you than God? 
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Belonging to God
By Kathy Coffey

The First Commandment: “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. You shall not have other gods 
beside me” (Exodus 20:2–3).

Newspapers carried the story of a 
father who was boating with his son 
and the boy’s friend. When a strong, 
unexpected current carried the children 
overboard, the dad rescued them both. 
But after dragging them to safety, he 
could not save himself and drowned.

We can speculate about the gratitude 
the son, his friend, and their families will 
carry throughout their lives. Every breath 
they take is, in some sense, a gift of and 
a tribute to the heroic father who saved 
them. When people do us a big favor, 
we can rarely repay them. We breathe 
gratitude and cannot say thanks enough.

The extreme thankfulness that 
recipients must feel gives us a clue about 
the First Commandment. When we read 
about God freeing the Hebrews from 
Egypt, it’s hard to relate. Few of us know 
slavery firsthand. Hearing about people 
who are slaves today, many of them 
children, we’re appalled. We can only 
imagine what it means when someone 
unlocks the prison door and says, “You’re 

free.” To forget such a liberator would be 
the worst ingratitude.

Awareness, Gratitude
After a gift like the one the Hebrew 
people received, how could they ignore 
God? How could they even think of 
worshiping anyone or anything else?

Before we get too high and mighty, 
scorning those ungrateful Jews, we 
should look at the ways God has freed 
us. Our situation may not be as obvious 
as imprisonment, but there are other, 
subtler forms of slavery. Some are caught 
in addictions to gambling, smoking, 
drugs, or alcohol. Others are trapped in 
unhealthy habits, fears, or relationships. 
From all of these, God is the ultimate 
liberator, freeing us in ways that surpass 
what we can do for ourselves.

Whatever our particular 
circumstances, God has freed us from 
something. And how gratefully do we 
respond? We probably need a reminder to 
put God first as badly as the Hebrews did.

If we say we belong to God completely 
and wholeheartedly, how do we show 
it? Do we set aside time each day to 
reflect on God’s ongoing action in our 
lives? (For harried commuters this can 
be done at stop signs.) Do we fall asleep 
naming the ways God was present in 
our days and the blessings he brought? 
If we take this commandment seriously, 
it will be reflected in our calendars and 
checkbooks. How do we spend our time 
and money?

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
July 27–August 1

Monday, Weekday:  
Jer 13:1-11 / Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Jer 14:17-22 / Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday, St. Martha: Jer 15:10, 
16–21 / Jn 11:19–27 or Lk 10:38–42

Thursday, Weekday:  
Jer 18:1–6 / Mt 13:47–53

Friday, St. Ignatius of Loyola:  
Jer 26:1–9 / Mt 13:54–58

Saturday, St. Alphonsus Liguori:  
Jer 26:11–16, 24 / Mt 14:1–12

Lord, you reveal the kingdom 
of heaven on earth. Help me be 
more aware of God’s presence.

—From Faithful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

Learning from Jesus
If we really want to know what this 
commandment means, we should look 
at the way it operates in Jesus’ life. 
He is passionately caught up in the 
love of his Father; his primary goal is 
pleasing God. Inspired and heartened 
by God, he responds constantly to God’s 
initiatives. Prayer punctuates his life; 
he often withdraws to renew his delight 
in God and be strengthened by their 
time together. During this time, he must 
experience God’s love, listen for God’s 
guidance, imagine God’s face.

Jesus shows us what it means to 
belong to God. During his agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, every human 
instinct rebels against the course ahead, 
but he holds fast to whatever the Father 
asks. If we can share in his all-consuming 
love, it places us in the house of God at 
all times. As Jesus’ joy and compassion 
shows us, that’s a far better place to live 
than the house of slavery. +


