
A – 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Holy Spirit Parish - Children’s Liturgy 

 

Welcome – If you can, sit on the floor with the children and invite them to sit in a circle.  

Welcome the children and introduce yourselves.  If you have a small group, you may invite them 

to introduce themselves as well.  

Introduction:  Stickers—I am sure you have seen a lot of these. Your teachers at school, and 
maybe even your parents, often use stickers to reward your good behavior. Nothing makes a 
child prouder than showing off a new sticker. It gives them a feeling of pride and 
accomplishment. It is the proof of a job well done! Children aren't the only ones who like to get 
rewards. God knows that all of us, big or small, are also motivated by rewards. The Bible 
contains many exciting promises of rewards for those who are faithful to God's teaching.  

(Stand) At this time invite volunteers to hold candles just like the servers do for Father when he 
proclaims the Gospel 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 10: 37-42 

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord 

Cross on forehead = keep the Gospel in my mind 

Cross on lips = keep the Gospel in my speech  

Cross on heart = keep the Gospel in my heart 

(Gospel to be proclaimed from the Children’s Lectionary – Blue Book) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection:  Have the children sit and if you can share the reflection in your own words, or feel 

free to use the notes below: 

When Jesus was sending out his twelve disciples, he warned them that being his disciple wasn't 
going to be easy. They would often be mistreated, rejected, and abused. Last week we heard how 
Jesus assured them that God would watch over them and keep them safe. He also promised that 
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God would reward those who received his disciples with kindness and welcomed them into their 
homes and was kind to them. 

"Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me," Jesus told them. Who is the one who sent Jesus? It is God the Father. Isn't it 
wonderful that we can know that when we welcome those who come to us in Jesus' name, it is 
the same as welcoming Jesus and when we welcome Jesus, we also welcome God the Father 
who sent him? Jesus went on to tell the disciples that whoever welcomes a prophet would receive 
the same reward as the prophet and that whoever welcomes a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person's reward. Jesus also promised, "If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one 
of my disciples, that person will certainly not lose their reward." 

I guess stickers are a pretty good reward for doing something good at school or for keeping our 
room clean at home, but they don't compare to knowing that God is pleased with us and that one 
day we will receive our reward. To hear the Father say, "Well done, good and faithful servant" is 
reward enough for me. 

Creed:  Say the Apostle’s Creed together, having the children repeat after you, line by line                                         

Or if you know the song, sing “I Believe” by Cat Chat  

Intercessions: (have the children stand for the intercessions) 

Our response is: Lord hear our prayer 

For all those who are disciples of Jesus, that they always be welcome in our homes, we pray to 

the Lord. (Response)                                                                               

For those who are persecuted because they are followers of Jesus, may they receive their reward 

one day, we pray to the Lord. (Response)                                                                         

For all of those who have gone before us, that they have been given their reward in heaven, we 

pray to the Lord. (Response)  

Ask the children who they would like to pray for, following each with the Response 

Concluding Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help us to be faithful to your teachings each day. Help us 

to welcome those who come to us in Jesus' name and care for others as we offer even a cup of 

cold water in your name. We make all our prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Activity: Hand out colouring sheets.   

 

Please remind children to return quietly to their family.                                                                    

Thank you for loving the Lord and sharing His love with these children.   
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Family Connection 

One can tell a lot about a family by the way they welcome others into their home. Despite 
parental efforts to elicit the best behavior from their children, family efforts to entertain 
guests are sometimes difficult. Practicing a spirit of Christian hospitality within the 
family can be an occasion to reflect upon the importance of this virtue. A family spirit of 
hospitality is a sign of faith. 

When your family gathers, ask each person to consider the following questions about 
manners: What does it mean to be a good host? What does it mean to be a good guest? 
Invite each person to share their thoughts and experiences about being a guest or a host. 
When they have finished, read aloud today’s Gospel, Matthew 10:37-42. 

Ask family members to describe what Jesus says about hospitality extended to his 
disciples. (Those who receive Jesus’ disciples also receive Jesus himself; hospitality to 
Jesus’ disciples will be rewarded.) Then encourage family members to talk about what it 
means to be a good guest or a good host. You might also talk about ways in which your 
family’s hospitality might be improved upon. Conclude in prayer together that your 
family grows to be one in which Christian hospitality is experienced by all. Pray together 
the Lord’s Prayer or today’s Psalm. 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/13th-sunday-of-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 
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