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12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Holy Spirit Parish - Children’s Liturgy 

 

Welcome – If you can, sit on the floor with the children and invite them to sit in a circle.  

Welcome the children and introduce yourselves.  If you have a small group, you may invite them 

to introduce themselves as well.  

Introduction:  What are some hobbies that people enjoy? (Allow time for children to respond.) 

Reading, knitting, and photography are popular hobbies. Some people like to build things like 

model cars or airplanes. Others may enjoy outdoor activities like fishing or hiking. Do you have 

a hobby? What’s your hobby? (Allow time for children to respond.) 

Do you think God has a hobby? OK, I know the Bible doesn't tell us that God has a hobby, but if 

He did, do you know what I think it might be? Bird watching! If I use my imagination, I can see 

God sitting in heaven with a pair of binoculars. (Look through the binoculars.) Perhaps He has a 

book with pictures of all the beautiful birds that He has created and He is trying to see how many 

of them he can find with His binoculars. If I really stretch my imagination, I can even hear Him 

saying, "There's a Bluebird, and a Cardinal. Oh look, there's an Eagle, a Meadowlark, and a 

Sparrow." A Sparrow? Of course He would see a Sparrow, there are millions of them. You've 

seen them -- common, ordinary, brown Sparrows -- but God must have loved them, because He 

made so many of them.  Let’s listen to today’s Gospel and hear what Jesus said about God’s 

love. 

(Stand) At this time invite volunteers to hold candles just like the servers do for Father when he 

proclaims the Gospel 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

“If you show you believe in me, I will tell God you belong to me” says the 

Lord. 

   Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 10: 26-33 

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord 

Cross on forehead = keep the Gospel in my mind 

Cross on lips = keep the Gospel in my speech  

Cross on heart = keep the Gospel in my heart 

(Gospel to be proclaimed from the Children’s Lectionary – Blue Book) 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection:  Have the children sit and if you can share the reflection in your own words, or feel 

free to use the notes below: 

One day Jesus was teaching His disciples that they should not be afraid. Jesus said, "Don't be 

afraid when people threaten you. Two sparrows are sold for a penny, but not a single sparrow 

falls to the ground without your Father knowing it. So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to 

God than a whole flock of sparrows." 

A sparrow seems like a common bird. It has been said, "God must have loved the common 

people, because He made so many of them." I don't think that God sees us as common or 

ordinary. If He did, He would not love us in such an uncommon and extraordinary way! The 

Bible says, "Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about you." We are more 

precious to Him than a whole flock of sparrows -- and we know how much He loves the sparrow. 

 

Creed:  Say the Apostle’s Creed together, having the children repeat after you, line by line                                         

Or if you know the song, sing “I Believe” by Cat Chat  

Intercessions: (have the children stand for the intercessions) 

Our response is: Lord hear our prayer 

For the protection of all of God’s creation, we pray to the Lord. (Response)                                                                          

For those who haven’t fully experienced God’s love, we pray to the Lord . (Response)                                                    

For all the students and teachers who are preparing for summer vacation, we pray to the Lord. 

(Response)  

Ask the children who they would like to pray for, following each with the Response 

Concluding Prayer:  Dear God, we know that we are precious in Your sight. Thank You for loving us 

with such an uncommon and extraordinary love.  We make all our prayers through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Activity: Hand out colouring sheets.   

 

Please remind children to return quietly to their family.                                                                    

Thank you for loving the Lord and sharing His love with these children.   
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Family Connection 

It is not only individuals who need reassurance about God’s love and protection. Communities 

need this reassurance as well, including the community of the family. Children rely on the 

confidence of their parents for this assurance. Parents can help the entire family’s growth in trust 

and confidence in God by witnessing ways in which daily family needs are entrusted to God’s 

care. 

As the family gathers, distribute pieces of paper to each person. Tell them to write or draw ways 

in which they believe that God’s help is needed for each person and for the family as a whole. 

Each slip of paper can then be collected in a basket. 

Invite one member of the family to read aloud today’s Gospel, Matthew 10:26-33. Recall 

together how well God knows your family and thank God for this wonderful grace. Conclude by 

praying together for each of the needs identified on the slips of paper. After each need is read, 

pray together, “God, we trust you because you know us so well.” Conclude by praying the Glory 

Be to the Father. 

This practice might become a regular part of your family’s prayer. Set the basket in a place of 

prayer and encourage family members to add other needs throughout the week. Perhaps your 

family can pray for these things together during a family meal. 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/12th-sunday-of-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 
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