
Catch Some Air  When athletes in racing, basketball, or other sports leave the ground even for a few seconds, they are said 
to “catch air.” Especially when it comes to basketball, most of those players have a higher perspective than the rest of us who 
are only walking around! The euphoria of getting off your feet and into the air, however, lends an additional sensation not un-
like our childhood dreams of flying. We feel somehow less materially bound, more than a mortal, if only for an instant. 
 

Maybe folks who feel compelled to climb every mountain or walk a tightrope or do daredevil stunts in a skateboard park are 
answering that same wild urge to transcend mortal boundaries and catch some of that rarified air. Maybe it was a similar urge 
that drove Saint Peter to get out of a boat and walk toward Jesus on the water. Being human weighs us down with cares and 
limitations, a sometimes-leaden past or a sense of our own futility. Don’t we all feel a desire to be able to float up and away 
from everything that keeps us pinned to the ground and all of the “have-tos” of our existence? 
 

Admittedly, he had a lot to say about God’s reign before he was crucified, but it seems as if they were asleep at the time. Now 
they’re wide awake, blasted open by the trauma and the magnificence of the Triduum events (are we?), better prepared to hear 
what he’s been saying all along.  
 

Yet still, what do they ask him when they have this wonderful opportunity? 
 

“Will you restore the kingdom of Israel now?” They have yet to ascend, these friends of Jesus. They’re still fretting about tem-
poral kingdoms and earthly authority. It’s as if Jesus said to them, “My friends, come up higher!” and they persisted in respond-
ing, “But lower is so much more familiar and comfortable!” 
 

We sympathize with these friends of Jesus because we, too, find ascension a challenging way to go. So much locks us down to 
earth: the pursuit of a living, the need to pay bills, the obligation to care for children and elders, the politics demanded by our 
social contract, the fragility of bodies not built to last. We feel especially burdened these days, as our fragility has never been 
more apparent than in the pandemic. 
 

When we are asked to lift our gaze and maybe even catch some air by adopting a Kingdom perspective, it can seem impractical 
and even implausible. If we remain earthbound, though, most of what Jesus said won’t make much sense. 
 

~Alice Camille ©Copyright by Alice Camille, Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, CT, 2020.  

Alleluia. Alleluia. Go make disciples of all nations; 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.  Alleluia.  Matthew 28. 19, 20 

 

As they were looking on,  

he was lifted up,  

and a cloud took him  

from their sight. …  

Suddenly two men  

dressed in white garments 

 stood beside them. 

Acts 1. 10 

Picture: Giotto, The Ascension of Our Lord 

Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, Italy, 1305  

ASCENSION  of  OUR LORD                                                 May 24, 2020  

Children
tion
God, my Father,
You created me with a specific purpose
for my life; this is my vocation.

By following Your plan,
I will be happy on Earth,
earn the reward of Heaven,
and help others do the same.

Please help me to hear,
understand, and follow
Your call with my whole heart,
especially when it seems most difficult.

Mary, Mother of God and my Mother,
pray for me to know and accept God

Amen.

https://www.alicecamille.com/


SaskatoonMass.com  will be live streaming Masses 
within the Diocese of Saskatoon.  Check this website out 

for Sunday Mass times.  Holy Spirit Mass , 
 Sunday May 24  will be at 12 noon. 

Let Us Pray—Prayers of the Faithful 
 

• For the Church: empowered by the Spirit, we may 
faithfully give witness to the Gospel and continue 
Christ’s mission , we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For leaders in every parish: as public Masses resume,  
that they may develop wise practices so that everyone 
who comes to church may be safe, we pray to the 
Lord. 

 

• For the grace of discipleship: that through the words 
of Jesus and the example of the early disciples we 
may discover who we are as disciples of Jesus and 
help others to come to know the risen Lord ,we pray 
to the Lord. 

 

• For all who are struggling economically: that God will 
calm their fears, guide them to resources that will 
sustain them, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For the sick; Luke Hampton, Jack Tipton, Michael 
Rogers, Blanche Kolojay, George Lazaro, Bijoy 
Lookose, Marie Volk,  Loretta Clark, Joe Keen, 
Patricia Wollbaum, Judy Wysoskey, Peggy Hergott, 
Janet Gilmour, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For Blanche Kinahan and for all those who have died, 
and for those who mourn them, we pray to the Lord. 

 

• For Mary Anne Kowal on the Anniversary of her 
death, we pray to the Lord. 
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114 Kingsmere Place • Saskatoon, SK S7J 3V7 

Phone  306 374-1425 • Fax  306 374-3190 

Office Hours  9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Office email  info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 

Website  holyspiritsaskatoon.ca 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon  

Phone  306 242-1500 

Website  rcdos.ca 

 
 

Covid-19 Virus Update: 
 

All Masses: You must sign up for our upcoming masses 
beginning May 31. Times will be announced.  For details 
click the link: 
Resumption of Public Mass at Holy Spirit Parish 
 

Confessions: Saturdays 11am -12 noon in parking lot  

Any  other time by appointment only call  

Call: 306-374-1425 or email: 
 

Pastor 

 Rev. Darryl Millette,  dmillette@rcdos.ca 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. John Abban-Bonsu  jabbanbonsu@rcdos.ca 
 
 

Pastoral Associates: 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Karen Klein  kklein@rcdos.ca 

 

Ministry of Care 

Charlene Nijhawan  cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
 

Faith Formation              

Sharon Powell  spowell@rcdos.ca 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Arch McKay  amckay@rcdos.ca 
 

Sacramental Preparation 

Erin Gratton  egratton@rcdos.ca 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Celena Komarnicki  ckomarnicki@rcdos.ca 
 

Financial Administrator 

Monica Johnson  mjohnson@rcdos.ca 
 

Building Maintenance: 

Jack Altrogge, Ed Yuzyk  hspsaskatoon@rcdos.ca 
 

Finance Committee: 

Byron Bitz, Mike Gartner - Chair, Greg Kirzinger, Jona-
thon Neufeld - Council rep, Melina Palendat, Pat Pitka 

 

 
 
 
  

As Catholics, we seek healing 
and strength in the Eucharist. Through our parish 
Ministry of Care we bring communion to those who 
cannot be with us for Mass, whether temporarily or on 
an ongoing basis. Ministry of Care staff and volunteers 
will gladly make a home visit to the sick, the lonely and 
the homebound.  We are not always aware of those who 
have this need.  Call pastoral associates Charlene or 

Parish Pastoral Council:  

Kenton Peterson,Chair 
Louise Bitz 
Fern Boutin 
Susan Burns 
Cameron Choquette 

Adrian Cochet 
Lynn Eremondi 
James Nestmann 
Jonathon Neufeld  
Aaron Pangilinan  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritual-
ly into my heart ... I embrace You as if  

You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You, Amen.”   

https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/resumption-of-public-mass-at-holy-spirit-parish/


MINISTRY OF CARE 
 
“As the Father loves me, so I also 

love you; remain in my love, says the Lord, alleluia.” 
John 15 

In our work for the parish, we are privileged to talk with 
parishioners and be present to their cares and concerns. 
“Things will never be the same” is a common refrain. Our 
world has changed; we have changed. But there is one 
thing we know is constant: the faithful love of our God, 
who never leaves us. 

Remember that Ministry of Care is here to support you 
and we would love to hear from you! We are maintaining 
contact with parishioners by phone and email. If you need 
assistance, would like to add a name to the Prayers of the 
Faithful, or simply wish to be in touch with us, please: 

Phone 306-374-1425 and press 6 for Ministry of Care. 
Your call will be forwarded to us. 

In case of emergency, please call the parish office: 
306-374-1425 and press the pound key #. 
Our new email:  

Kelly Wormsbecker  kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca 
Charlene Nijhawan   cnijhawan@rcdos.ca 
 

We continue to keep you in our prayers, with love and 
hope. Peace be with you. 
 

Kelly Wormsbecker and Charlene Nijhawan 
 

Pastoral Associates, Ministry of Care 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers and condolences to: 
 

• Nina, Sean, Katherine and families on the death of husband, father and grandfather Dennis Morey.  

• Margaret, Mark, Daniel and families on the death of husband and father Waldemar Majcher.  

• Daniel, Gerald, Laura, Tom, Lynn and families on the death of mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother Edna Redl.  

 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in God’s peace. 

BAPTISM  

Hello Everyone!   

We’ve been on hiatus as far as 

baptism has been concerned so 

we haven’t had much news in the 

bulletin but we’ve been given 

permission to begin again.   

Though we’d love to baptize all 

our infants as soon as you’d like your child to be bap-

tized – due to Covid-19 this will be a slow and well 

thought out process.  We will set up a block of evenings 

for baptisms and do two or three baptisms per evening 

but just one family at a time as we are following the lim-

its set out by the SK Health Authority and that allows 

only 10 people at the celebration (this includes the cele-

brant).  If you would like to wait until we are allowed a 

few more people at the celebration we totally understand.   

If this is your first child or you’ve never taken baptism 

prep we will have two sessions of prep in June.  We will 

meet on Zoom.  If you’ve never used it is quite simple 

and you will not have a problem with it.   If this is your 

second child or third or etc. and you have taken baptism 

prep you don’t need to take it again.    

I would love to hear from you if you have a baby or child 

to be baptized.  We can chat and we’ll take it from there.  
Please call me at 306-374-1425 or 306-664-6505.  If you 
have any questions and would like to email I can be 

reached at spowell@rcdos.ca.  I look forward to hearing 
from you! ~ Sharon Powell, Faith Formation 

Get your taxes done for free The extended deadline 
for filing your taxes is June 1.  If you have a modest in-
come and a simple tax situation a volunteer with Holy 
Spirit Parish can help.  Please email Tim Eremondi at 
Tim2597523@gmail.com if you would like help filing 
your tax return. 

mailto:kwormsbecker@rcdos.ca
mailto:cnijhwawan@rcdos.ca
mailto:spowell@rcdos.ca


Today is World Communications Day!  Join Fr. Mi-
chael Liliedahl and Fr. Darryl as they dive into the up-
coming Sunday Mass readings and discuss all things 
‘homilies’. Click on the image to for the latest episode  
or go to  their website https://homilychat.com/ for more. 

 
 
 

 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
 

President - Andrea Gelleta  
Phone: 306 249-4076 

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8905 
 

Grand Knight, Bob Wacholtz  
Phone: 306 933-9499 

Confessions:  
11 am - 12 pm Saturdays 

~Outside in the church parking lot 
 

Sunday Mass 
Fr. Darryl and Fr. John will be celebrating and live 

streaming  Sunday mass  
on Facebook and at saskatoonmass.com: 

 

Ascension of Our Lord Sunday  
Mass: May 24 @ 12:00 noon 

 

The Mystery of the Ascension 

This Sunday, we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. We profess our faith in this mystery 
when we say: “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty” in the Apostle’s Creed. 

It is important to know that Jesus’ ascending into heaven does not mean that He has aban-

doned us, totally left us or made us into orphans. With His Ascension into heaven, Jesus 
now remains close to us in a new way. He is still with us in an invisible way. 

How does Jesus do this? 

He sends us the Holy Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit, Christ continues to be with us, blessing us and giving us life. 
He acts through the Holy Spirit in the Church and in our souls. The Holy Spirit guides us in our everyday lives. 

Jesus remains present to us in His word and in the sacraments. And He is visibly present in the Church in “a sacra-

mental manner.” Especially we feel His presence in the Holy Eucharist where we participate in the new life of 
Christ’s Body glorified by the Spirit. 

As we meditate on the mystery of Our Lord’s Ascension, we also remember Jesus’ words to the disciples immediate-
ly before His Ascension. He not only promises the Holy Spirit, He commands the disciples to go forth as missionar-

ies to the world. He gives them the responsibility of bringing Jesus to others, to evangelize, and then He gives them 
the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish this awesome mission. And we are asked to do the same. 

The following words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, are good to meditate on as we celebrate the Ascension of our 
Lord: 
 

The Ascension does not point to Jesus’ absence, but tells us that He is alive in our midst in a new way. He is no 
longer in a specific place in the world as He was before the Ascension. He is now in the lordship of God, present in 
every space and time, close to each one of us. In our life we are never alone: we have this Advocate who awaits us, 
who defends us. We are never alone: the Crucified and Risen Lord guides us. We have with us a multitude of broth-
ers and sisters who, in silence and concealment, in their family life and at work, in their problems and hardships, in 
their joys and hopes, live faith daily and together with us bring the world the lordship of God’s love, in the Risen Je-
sus Christ, ascended into Heaven, our own Advocate who pleads for us.    

~ Submitted by Sharon Powell.  Adapted from an article in Today’s Catholic.   

Don’t forget to sign up to attend mass!   

For details click the link: 

Resumption of Public Mass at Holy Spirit Parish 

https://homilychat.com/
https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritsask/
https://saskatoonmass.com/
https://youtu.be/0cK_AOU9MKo?list=PL6AaWv-8Mhf0p716AIS_aTDLW7vfB1HDe
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/resumption-of-public-mass-at-holy-spirit-parish/


CELEBRATING PENTECOST MAY 31! 
 
Pentecost, is our parish feast day and you are invited to share:  
• a photo,  

• a picture,  

• a video,  
• or a few words 
Tell or show how the Holy Spirit has worked in your life (what got you through) during 
these days of isolation and you will be entered in a draw to win a $50 gift card to Boston 
Pizza! 
By entering the draw, you agree that your submission(s) may be used in our parish bulle-
tin, website,  or Facebook page.  

 Let’s inspire each other in the spirit of Pentecost! 
Enter by email info@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca or drop off your entry via the parish mail slot at the  

parish office by 12 noon on Monday, May 25. 

                        

Children's Liturgy Ascension Sunday,    Children’s Bulletin Ascension Sunday 

Activities and Resources for Kids and Families  

Youth Ministry 

It is hard to believe that is already Ascension Sunday!  Where did this season of Easter 
go?!?!  It’s no secret that I like teaching our youth about our faith, with the help of food or 
crafts and this weekend is no exception. Immediately when we think of the Ascension of our 
Lord we think of the sky, clouds, and heaven. There are any number of feast days in which it 
would be awesome to make some cloud shaped snacks or desserts including the Ascension of 
Jesus, the Assumption of Mary, and even learning about the Saints and heaven in general. 
Here is an easy cloud themed dessert idea for kids that you can actually make at home with-
out the skills of a master chef!  They are called Jello Heaven Parfaits.  
 https://onelittleproject.com/sky-jello-with-fluffy-clouds/ 
 

Another thing we think of when we imagine what it was like to witness the Ascension of the Lord, is that we auto-
matically think that Jesus left us….he left us behind as he ascended into heaven, but this couldn’t be farther than the 
truth.  Jesus was showing the disciples and us, that he wasn’t leaving us but rather showing us where we are headed, 
and that is to our home in heaven.  This video link has a great explanation of the Ascension and how we can look at 
the importance of this Sunday. Ascension of Our Lord - Don’t Just Stand There 

~Celena Komarnicki, Youth Ministry Coordinator  

 Hi Everyone, 
 

Happy Ascension Sunday! Today we celebrate Jesus Ascending (going up) to Heaven. This 
link has some great information on today’s Feast and has colouring pages and crafts for your 

family to do.  https://www.catholicicing.com/ascension-of-jesus-crafts-for-kids/ 
 

With Spring in full swing we are seeing all sorts of wonderful colours everywhere. Now would be a great time to talk 
about colours and who made those colours. The following link is to a cute colouring book which goes through each 
colour of the rainbow. This would be appropriate for children aged 3-7. https://www.mrsjonescreationstation.com/
free-printable-book-for-teaching-colors/ 
  

It is so important to keep a positive and thankful attitude during times of uncertainty. The following is a link to a 
Gratitude Scavenger Hunt that is appropriate for people of all ages! It would be fun to share this Scavenger Hunt with 
your extended family and friends and then do a Video Call to show what you have found. https://
www.naturalbeachliving.com/gratitude-scavenger-hunt/ 
  
Have a wonderful week, get outside, enjoy the springtime weather, stay safe! ~Erin Gratton, Sacramental Prep 

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Childrens-Liturgy-Ascension-of-the-Lord.pdf
https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Childrens-Bulletin-Ascension-of-the-Lord.pdf
https://onelittleproject.com/sky-jello-with-fluffy-clouds/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMrqYVMytM0
https://www.catholicicing.com/ascension-of-jesus-crafts-for-kids/
https://www.mrsjonescreationstation.com/free-printable-book-for-teaching-colors/
https://www.mrsjonescreationstation.com/free-printable-book-for-teaching-colors/
https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/gratitude-scavenger-hunt/
https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/gratitude-scavenger-hunt/


 Thank You!  to all who have had to switch your way of giving by signing up for pre-authorized giving,   donating 

online, e-transferring, mailing or dropping off your Sunday donations, we are grateful.  
  
If you are able to give, please choose one of the above methods.  Our church still needs to be maintained during the 
pandemic and no donation is too small.  If you have any questions please call the office 306-374-1425.  Again, thank 
you! 

Alternate ways to submit parish donations:  
 

    

1. Sign up for Pre-Authorized Giving Registration forms are available at the church office, online on our parish web-
site, or via email.   Donate using debit or credit card.  Form 

 
2. Through CanadaHelps click  
                                                
 

3. Interac e-Transfer using online banking: send e-transfer to finance@holyspiritsaskatoon.ca (it is directly depos-
ited, no password needed). You can leave your envelope #  or direct the donation in the memo box. 

 

4. Mail envelopes to the church: 114 Kingsmere Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7J 3V7 
 

 

Sunday May 13-20:   Envelopes and Other: $100.00     Preauthorized: $5,453.87   Loose: $20 

You  will receive a receipt via email from Canada Helps. 

Average weekly income from all sources: $14,180 

 

Just as the Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to proclaim the Gospel with fer-
vor and love, He can work similar wonders in our souls!  Although Pentecost 
Novenas started on Friday, May 22 you can always join in now.  Try these 
links:   Down load  Burning Bush Pentecost Novena , receive  free emails in 
your inbox subscribe to Pray More Novenas  or  try praying The Holy Spirit 
Chaplet.   

 

We beseech you, O Lord, let the power of the Holy Spirit be  

always with us; let it mercifully purify our hearts, and safeguard us from all harm.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

May the Comforter, Who proceeds from You, enlighten our minds, we beseech you, O Lord,  
and guide us, as Your Son has promised, into all truth.  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

Holy Spirit, Sweet guest of My Soul, Abide In Me 
and Grant That I May Ever abide in Thee.  Amen. 

~ He is Risen!  Alleluia! ~  

https://holyspiritsaskatoon.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Pre-Authorized-Form-2018.pdf
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/34553/donation
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YOOBZWZPIio65Vhfo0khaGpthTG_HFur/view
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/novena-to-the-holy-spirit
http://ilovesaints.blogspot.com/2019/09/come-holy-spirit.html
http://ilovesaints.blogspot.com/2019/09/come-holy-spirit.html


The Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious  

Virgin Mary, 

 that never was it known that anyone 

 who fled to thy protection,  

implored thy help, or  

sought thine intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee,  

O Virgin of virgins, my mother;  

to thee do I come,  

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.  

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions,  

but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 

Amen. 

Mary Mother of God, Pray for Us... 
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In all things we are rooted in Christ,

in His desire to bring God’s love to all peoples.

Diocesan Bulletin
May 24, 2020 - Ascension of the Lord

Catholic Education Week May 17-24

rcdos.ca

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
Bishop Mark Hagemoen is calling for Fridays
to be a day of prayer and fasting in our diocese.
The initiative includes a prayer to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and a “Heart of Jesus”
campaign of thanksgiving for all who are

providing care and services during the pandemic.
Find information and resources at:

https://rcdos.ca/heart-of-jesus

Please remember your parish offering
during these difficult COVID-19 times.
Prayer and outreach continues in our parishes, though
modified by the need to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 coronavirus. However, after many weeks
without Sunday collections, many of our parishes are
struggling to meet expenses — please remember
your parish at this difficult time. Give online at:

https://dscf.ca/parish-offertory
You are able to direct your gift to your own parish at this
website, or find more information about other ways to
give. For more information contact Cathy Gilje at (306)
659-5851 or cgilje@dscf.ca.

Phase-in plan for resuming
public celebrations

in parishes announced
    Public celebration of Mass, as well as other
gatherings and sacraments will gradually resume in
the Roman Catholic of Saskatoon, according to a
message from Bishop Mark Hagemoen released
May 15, 2020. Find the bishop’s letter posted at
https://rcdos.ca/covid-19-updates
    Numbers attending Mass or other celebrations
will be subject to all provincial health directives,
including strict restrictions on numbers attending
and requirements for physical distancing. The
availability of Mass and the process may vary from
parish-to-parish depending on local situations.
Please visit individual parish websites or call
local parish offices for more information about
times, restrictions and processes for attending
public celebrations during this interim period.
     Please note the following points from Bishop
Hagemoen’s message:
- A general dispensation from the Sunday obligation
to attend Mass will remain in effect. 
- Personal distancing must be consistently practiced.
- Liturgical changes will be in place with respect to
celebrating Mass and receiving Holy Communion.
- There will still be a risk for anyone who attends a
public Mass or enters a public space.
     At first parishioners may not be able to attend Mass
on a regular basis. Because of this, live-streaming of
Mass will continue for those not yet able to attend at their
parish. Find live-streamed celebrations posted at
https://saskatoonmass.com

“Each one of us is called to be faithful and caring
members of the Body of Christ as we expand

activities in our parishes.” - Bishop Hagemoen 

     Watch for further updates at https://rcdos.ca and in
news items posted at Catholic Saskatoon News online
at https://news.rcdos.ca



Our retired priests have given their lives to us,
the people of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon.

They have faithfully led their parish communities,
preaching God’s word and celebrating the sacraments.

We are blessed to have these dedicated and
holy priests among us, and the blessings continue

to this day. During the COVID-19 pandemic, our senior
priests may be among the most vulnerable of all.

We ask that you consider a gift to the Priests’ Pension
and Retirement Fund to support our retired priests.

Make your gift online at
https://dscf.ca/priest-pension-fund

or download a printable form and send with your
credit card or direct debit gift to:

Priests’ Pension and Retirement Fund,
Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Foundation,
123 Nelson Road , Saskatoon SK S7S 1H1.

(Gifts of cheques may also be sent to this address.)
Thank you for your support of our retired priests!

2Catholic Hospital Chaplaincy: During the COVID-19 crisis,
patients can still receive pastoral visits from designated
denominational chaplains under some circumstances. To
request a visit for yourself or a loved one at Saskatoon
hospitals, please contact Jackie Saretsky at (306) 292-5531 or
Fr. Rhéal Bussière at (306) 371-7125. Hospital Chaplaincy is
supported by your gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Catholic Education Week May 17-24 – Catholic school
divisions within the province of Saskatchewan celebrated
Catholic Education Week as part of the remote learning
environment schools are living in during COVID-19 times. The
week was filled with this year’s theme, Igniting Hope. A World
Catholic Education Day liturgy led by Archbishop Bolen May 21
can be viewed on the website of Resurrection Parish in Regina:
https://livestream.com/accounts/17094656

Catholic school registration for the 2020-21 school year:
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools is accepting registrations
for the 2020-21 school year. Faith and learning go hand-in-hand
at our warm, welcoming schools. Whether you have a child
going to school for the first time, or a student making the
transition to high school, or you just want what Catholic
education offers, you are welcome to contact your local Catholic
school if you have questions (we are not able to welcome you
into our schools to meet teachers at this time). Pre-kindergarten
and kindergarten programs are available for children 3, 4 or 5
years old. For a list of schools and contact information, visit
www.gscs.ca/schools

Help to feed the hungry: St. Philip Neri Parish, 1902 Munroe
Avenue, Saskatoon, has a drop-off for foods and other items
for the Friendship Inn and the Food Bank. The outside church
door is open Monday to Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is
a table inside for all donations. Thank you for your generosity.

Web series on Saskatchewan's response to climate
change: Caring Sustainably for Saskatchewan Collaboration
presents “Response to Climate Change: Present Practices and
Opportunities,” a web series at 12 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays until June 16. The presentations will run until 1
p.m., with additional time for questions until 1:30 p.m. The focus
of this free web series is on how to address climate change by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Saskatchewan, in the
Saskatoon area, and on farms. The webinars will be streamed
live on Facebook and also via Zoom (Pre-register at:
http://environmentalsociety.ca/events/2020-webinar-series)
For more information visit the website of the Saskatchewan
Environmental Society (environmentalsociety.ca) or e-mail
info@environmentalsociety.ca or the diocesan coordinator of
Justice and Peace, Myron Rogal, at mrogal@rcdos.ca.

Growing God's Kingdom in a Material World - Steward-
ship Through New Eyes: Register for a free series of
ecumenical webinars on stewardship held at 3 p.m. Thursdays.
Schedule: May 28 "Growing the stewardship garden" with Fr.
John Weckend; June 4 "Relational giving" with Susan Graham
Walker and others; June 11 "Legacy giving" with Kurtis Krug.
All are welcome for one or all webinars. Free of charge.
Registration is required at: https://bit.ly/3fwRjta

Message Board
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St Angela Merici Residence is seeking a compassionate
and experienced caregiver for casual day and evening shifts.
Requirements: Personal Support Worker’s certificate, First-
Aid/CPR, and clear Vulnerable Sector Criminal Record Check,
as well as a heart for serving seniors with dignity and patience.
Send resume to Shannon Granger at stangmerici@sasktel.net 

St Angela Merici Residence is accepting residents
for personal care. Women and men, individuals and couples
are welcome. This personal care home offers varying levels of
support by caring and compassionate 24-hour staff. The space
is large, clean, quiet and filled with the Spirit. Meals are made
fresh in house. Call Shannon Granger at (306) 242-5566, Ext.
5 or e-mail stangmerici@sasktel.net for more information.

Diocesan Prayer - We pray as a diocesan family for all those
waiting to be initiated into the Catholic Church through the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist  – may the
Spirit of Truth continue to help them grow in faith and loving service.



Sunday, May 24, 2020
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Right where you belong
We each have a need to belong that doesn’t start with the
playground or end with the work shift. Psychologist Abraham
Maslow categorized the need to belong as number three on a
hierarchy of essentials: right behind physical needs (food,
clothing, and shelter) and safety. Catalog the people who are
essential to your happiness and the social groups that include you
as a member. Then consider this: God has chosen you to be one
of God's people. And Jesus counts you as one who belongs
especially to him.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4:13-16; John 17:1-11a
(59). “They belonged to you, and you gave them to me.”

Monday, May 25, 2020
MEMORIAL OF GREGORY VII, POPE
Cherish your freedoms
Pope Gregory VII fought hard for the separation of church and
state because he lived in a time (11th century) when the church
was subject to civil authorities, and abuses of power were
rampant. In the face of enormous opposition, this great reformer
extricated the church from the control of external rulers and
strengthened the unity of the whole church under the centrality of
the papacy. On this Memorial Day, remember that religious
freedom is one of the founding principles of our country, worthy
of the sacrifice of many. And one that our faith demands that we
respect for all.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 (297). “In the world
you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the
world.”

Tuesday, May 26, 2020
MEMORIAL OF PHILIP NERI, PRIEST
God provides
It’s fitting Philip Neri was canonized in 1622 with Ignatius of
Loyola, Francis Xavier, and Teresa of Ávila. Ignatius was a
friend, Francis was an influence, and Philip took to heart Teresa’s
quip: “From . . . sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!” The
affable Philip won over so many different kinds of people for
Christ in 1500s Rome—using humor, humbleness, and holiness—
that he’s called, with Peter and Paul, an apostle of Rome. “Cast
yourself into the arms of God,” he said, “and be very sure that if
he wants anything of you, he will fit you for the work and give
you strength.” That is comforting at a time when many of us feel
stretched to the limit.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11a (298). “I revealed
your name to those whom you gave me.”

Wednesday, May 27, 2020
MEMORIAL OF AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, BISHOP
Look for God in unexpected places
Lest Saint Augustine of Canterbury be confused with Saint
Augustine of Hippo: the two are not the same. Augustine of
Hippo was a fourth-century doctor of the church. Augustine of
Canterbury was a sixth-century Benedictine missionary sent by
Pope Gregory the Great to Christianize the British Isles. He is
known as the "Apostle to the English," and his legacy includes an
approach to evangelization and conversion that shows a respect
for indigenous practices. Rather than condemning, he consecrated

and incorporated popular Anglo-Saxon rites into Christianity.
What practices from popular culture today might we consecrate
into contemporary Christian practice?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 (299). “As you
sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world.”

Thursday, May 28, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Celebrate our finest gifts
Shavuot, or the Feast of Weeks, which our Jewish friends observe
today, has a connection to the Catholic Solemnity of Pentecost.
Just as Pentecost this Sunday comes seven weeks after Easter,
Shavuot is celebrated seven weeks after Passover. In the biblical
era, important dates for planting and harvesting were marked by
religious holidays. Shavuot celebrated the wheat harvest seven
weeks after Passover. Christians thank God for the abundant gift
of the Holy Spirit.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 (300). “I
pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word.”

Friday, May 29, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Keeping the peace
In 1972, Pope Saint Paul VI declared, “If you want peace, work
for justice.” Today we observe the International Day of United
Nations Peacekeepers. The U.N. deploys peacekeepers around
the world to provide "a unique and dynamic instrument . . . to
help countries torn by conflict to create the conditions for lasting
peace.” The work of Catholic social justice organizations like
Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Worker, and Cross Catholic
Outreach go a step further by “tending the sheep” of the poor, the
oppressed, the refugee, the dispossessed. Do your part today to
support the social outreach of your church.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 (301). “Tend my
sheep.”

Saturday, May 30, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Just do it!
Some argue that “believing the right things” is enough of a
response to the call to discipleship. But Jesus emphasized doing.
Orthopraxy (right practice) goes hand in hand with orthodoxy
(right belief). In this time of global suffering, our faith response is
required. It flows out of our faith assent, but we can’t stop with
professions of faith. Take your faith out to meet the great
need you find around you today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21: 20-25 (302).
“There are also many other things that Jesus did, but if these were
to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would
contain the books that would be written.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted
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Ascension of the Lord (A)
May 24, 2020

Truth Revealed
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Pinturicchio’s wall painting, 
Ascension, is found in the 

apartments of Pope Alexander VI Borgia 
and was painted around the same time 
as one of Columbus’ voyages to America: 
1492. When the Alexander died in 1503, 
these rooms were shut and not opened 
again until 1889. How could such artistic 
treasures have been locked up and 
forgotten for 400 years?

The same thing can happen with the 
feast of the Ascension. We don’t always 
give it much thought. Its powerful beauty 
is locked away, collecting dust.

The great truth revealed today is 
that Jesus is in heaven, in bodily form, 
seated at the right hand of the Father 
and watching over us all. From there he 
intercedes for us; from there he sends us 
on mission.

What are we to do with this truth? 
Treat it like a myth or an ancient story? 
Just stare at the sky and wonder like 
the apostles? No, we are to get busy 
building God’s kingdom. His kingdom 
will not happen automatically. He calls 
us to be his witnesses until the end of 
the earth. We cannot sit by and let our 
politics, our schools, our churches, 
and our arts evolve unguided by the 
gospel. We are called to roll up our 
sleeves and get involved. “Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Matthew 28:19). Remember the good 
administrator who was left some talents. 
His master went away only to eventually 
return asking for a rendering. Jesus has 
left only to return again. Until then, it’s 
time to build his kingdom. +

A Word from 
Pope Francis
The Church holds out a 
mission, and I would like to 
entrust you with this mission. 
It is to go back and talk to 
your grandparents. Today 
more than ever we need 
this bridge, this dialogue, 
between grandparents and 
grandchildren, between the 
young and the elderly.

—World Youth Day prayer vigil,  

April 8, 2017

Sunday Readings
Acts 1:1–11
As they were looking on, [Jesus] was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him from 
their sight.

Ephesians 1:17–23
And he put all things beneath his 
feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church.

Matthew 28:16–20
[Jesus said,] “Make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the holy Spirit.”

• How do I accept the 
responsibility of actively 
building up God’s kingdom?

• How can I showcase the truth 
of the ascension in my life?

We are to get busy 
building God’s 

kingdom.  
His kingdom  

will not happen 
automatically.
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Faith and Finances: Managing Debt
By Phil Lenahan

There’s a link between 
our faith and how 

we handle money. 
Examining this link 
begins with considering 
what really matters. 
Money touches many 
aspects of life—family, 
work, and our faith. 
Are your financial 
goals determined by 
our culture, with its 
emphasis on having? 
Or are they based on the principles of 
Scripture and the Catholic faith, which 
emphasize being?

I remember my dad sharing stories 
of the Great Depression. He spoke of 
families setting spending priorities—
because if they didn’t, there wouldn’t be 
enough for basic needs. Now we’re taught 
by our consumer culture to buy all we 
want, when we want, without concern 
for repayment. If we don’t have money 
today…well, that’s what credit cards and 
home-equity loans are for, right?

The Financial Drug
Debt has become a financial drug, 
creating dependencies for millions of 
Americans. There is no doubt that the 
misuse of debt played a major role in 
recent economic crises. Some statistics:

—Seven of ten of households with 
credit cards don’t pay the full balance 
every month.

—The average household carries a 
credit card balance of $8,000.

—About eight of every 
ten undergraduates have 
credit cards, averaging 
$2,200 in credit card debt.

Does Catholic teaching 
give insight into debt? 
People are often surprised 
to find that Scripture and 
other Church writings 
have much to say about 
finances. “The borrower 
is the slave of the lender” 
(Proverbs 22:7).

Productive, Unproductive Debt
It makes sense to borrow when debt is 
used prudently to buy assets that increase 
in value. That’s productive debt. For debt 
to be used productively, there must be 
guards to limit excessive borrowing. 
Borrowers must have a financial cushion 
to manage debt during crises.

Some types of debts are unproductive. 
Unproductive debt is used to purchase 
depreciating assets, those that decline 
in value. The most common example is 
credit card purchases that aren’t paid off 
each month. Americans would do well 
to eliminate their unproductive debt and 
develop a more cautious attitude even 
when using productive debt.

Eliminating Unproductive Debt
Straightforward steps can be taken to 
eliminate unproductive debt rapidly.

Once you’ve committed to becoming 
free of debt, your first step is to prepare a 
financial plan. Jesus says, “Which of you 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
May 25-30

Monday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 19:1–8 / Jn 16:29–33

Tuesday, St. Philip Neri:  
Acts 20:17–27 / Jn 17:1–11a

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 20:28–38 / Jn 17:11b–19

Thursday, Easter Weekday: 
Acts 22:30; 23:6–11 / Jn 17:20–26

Friday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 25:13b–21 / Jn 21:15–19

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31 / Jn 21:20–25

Risen Lord, you share with us  
the mission of God. Help me to 

use my gifts and talents  
to do God’s work.

—From Hopeful Meditations for Every of Easter 
Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage and 

Mary Ann McSweeny

wishing to construct a tower does not 
first sit down and calculate the cost to see 
if there is enough for its completion?” 
(Luke 14:28–29). Your plan should 
include a balance sheet, debt summary, 
an annual budget, and strategies for 
savings and paying down debt.

Accelerating Payments
Many with unproductive debt pay the 
minimum required balance. This strategy 
will keep you in debt forever. Instead, 
I recommend an aggressive approach 
that will eliminate unproductive debts 
in short order. This requires changing 
spending habits and perhaps temporarily 
taking a second job. But by increasing 
the amount of money allocated to debt 
repayment, you can be debt-free quickly.

Our financial priorities have 
ramifications for our families and faith. 
Becoming financially free is foremost a 
function of fulfilling our call as stewards 
of God’s providence. We must grow 
to understand God’s principles for 
managing money and apply them. +


